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The first of nearly 1 million people congregating for April's March on Washington, a celebration that no doubt will pale in comparison to San Francisco's Lesbian 
and Gay Freedom Day 1993. (Photo: Rick Gerharter) 


We Continue To Walk Together 


by Mayor Frank Jordan 

The theme of this year’s Gay 
Parade, “The Year of the 
Queer,” speaks against break¬ 
ing down a person’s identity by 
use of a single qualifying word: 
No person should have the 
ability to use words against a 
community. 

Rather than recognize the 
power of words, I regard the 
strength of actions. And I feel 
our actions speak loudly that 
San Fremciscans will not ac¬ 
cept discrimination between 
communities, or within them. 

Over the last year, my office 
has worked with lesbian/gay 
and bisexual organizations 
throughout the City to advance 
human rights issues for San 
Francisco’s diverse population. 
Emphasizing that diversity 


should not create division, our 
combined efforts have made 
San Francisco a model of ac¬ 
ceptance and a leader in Civil 
Rights for the entire nation. 
Since last year’s Parade, the 
united effort to advance gay 
issues moved forward month 
by month on many levels. 

In August, we first address¬ 
ed Domestic Partners Policy 
by supporting the extension of 
benefits to partners of BART 
employees. The following 
month, I joined you in criticiz¬ 
ing Governor Wilson’s veto of 
two needle exchange bills, and 
I pledged continued support of 
this issue: I immediately 
directed my staff, the Depart¬ 
ment of Public Health and the 
City Attorney’s Office to work 
closely with the Board of 
Supervisors and various com¬ 


munity groups to arrange for a 
publicity-supported needle- 
exchange program. 

November arrived, and con¬ 
scious of the changing 
demographics of the HIV/ 
AIDS epidemic, I announced 
my office’s involvement in a 
public private partnership to 
specifically tailor our AIDS 
response services to the needs 
of ^1 San Franciscans. My of¬ 
fice of Community Develop¬ 
ment joined the United Way 
and Levi Strauss Foundation 
in underwriting a planning 
document for HIV/AIDS care 
to communities of color — the 
first such study in the nation — 
in a collaborative effort by the 
Asian/Pacific AIDS Coalition, 
the American Indian AIDS In¬ 
stitute, the Black Coalition on 
(Continued on page 10) 
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Non-discrimination 
May Come to San Jose 


by Dennis Conkin 

The San Jose Unified 
School District will consider 
whether to add sexual orien¬ 
tation and other non discrim¬ 
ination clauses to the con¬ 
tracts of more than 1,500 
members of the San Jose 
Teachers Association. 

A decision about whether 
the language will be added to 
the teachers contracts will be 
finalized in September, ac¬ 
cording to Peter Dal Pogget- 
to, a member of Bay Area 
Network of Gay and Lesbian 
Educators. 

Dal Poggetto, a special ed¬ 
ucation teacher in the 38th 
school district, the leirgest of 
more than 40 districts in San¬ 
ta Clara County, said that he 
approached the union to add 
the language, and the union 
has included the interest in its 
annual contract demands with 
the school district. 

“Very few school districts 
actually have non-discrimina¬ 
tion language. Oakland, 
Berkeley, Los Angeles, and 
the Richmond Unified School 
District are among the few 
that do,” Dal Poggetto told 


the Bay Area Reporter. 

“We have a good contract, 
but we’ve never had non-dis¬ 
crimination language in the 
contract,” he said. 

Also to be added to the 
contacts is language forbid¬ 
ding discrimination on the ba¬ 
sis of political affiliation, race, 
religion, age, creed, or ethnic 
background. 

“I’m hopeful that other 
teachers will approach their 
associations and find out if 
non-discrimination language 
is in their contract, and bring 
it up as an issue and have it 
put in their contracts,” Dal 
Poggetto told the B.A.R. 

In 1990, Dal Poggetto was in¬ 
strumental in having do¬ 
mestic partnership bereave¬ 
ment leave benefits added to 
SJUSD teacher’s contracts. 

Health benefits are not in¬ 
cluded in the contacts — yet. 

“We are working toward 
that goal, but it is a long pro¬ 
cess,” Dal Poggetto said. 

The contacts must be ap¬ 
proved by the SJUSD Board 
of Education and then ratified 
by the Teachers Associ¬ 
ation. ▼ 
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Bankruptcy 



If you have 
more debts than 
you can handle, 
we can help. 

l.aw Offices of 

AUGUST 

BULLOCK 

558-9222 

Free Consultation 

Convenient Civic (-enter Location 


FREE YOURSELF 

From 

Unwanted Hair 
Permanently 


johnfriz2je:ul 

mBSTmmnEt:mxsmsT 


FREE CONSULTATION 



DENTIST 



Richard A. Barrera, D.D.S 


A Good-Looking Smile Can 
Be Your Calling Card 
To Success — 

Let It Open Your Doors. 

Insurance and M('/Visa 
Accepted 

9 8 6 - 4 5 3 4 

4 90 POST ST 
AT UNION SQUARE 
SUITE 520 
SAN FRANCISCO 


Legal Questions? 



Personal Injury ♦ Business Law 
Motor Vehicle Accidents ♦ Insurance Claims 
Landlord-Tenant Disputes 

SCOTT A. GURSKY 


Attorney At Law 

No Charge For initial Consultation 

(415) 398-0298 

The Russ Buildjpg, 23S Montgom«jry Strict, Suit« 700 
Sap Francisco, California 94104 



eye exam 
contact lens exam 
distinctive eyewear 


” $50 off 

prescription and 
non prescription 
^ sunglasses 

(in stock, clips not included) 

-yg- Expires June 30. 1993 


415 *863 •ISIS 


2301 MARKET AT NOE • SAN FRANCISCO eCA 94114 
(Behind the Wells Fargo ATM) 
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Women's Action Coalition points out that each new palm on Market Street cost $3,000 while 
the treatment of one rape survivor who goes through the San Francisco General Hospital Rape 
Crisis Center costs $1,300. (Photo: Jane Philomen Cleland) 


WAC Stages 
Treemendous Protest 


by Rene M. Astudiilo 

Groups protesting the 
health budget cuts in San 
Francisco have become as 
creative as the budget plan¬ 
ners themselves. In the tradi¬ 
tion of tying a yellow ribbon 
‘round the old oak tree, mem¬ 
bers of the Women’s Action 
Coalition (WAC) wrapped a 
huge white streamer around 
two recently-planted Royal 
Palm trees near the corner of 
Market and Castro streets last 
Saturday afternoon. For two 
hours, about 50 women cir¬ 
cled the palm trees, chanting 
and shouting protest slogans. 

One side of the streamer 
read, “1 Palm Tree $3,000, 
1 RTC Client $1,300.” RTU 
is the 24-hour Rape Treat¬ 
ment Center housed at the 
emergency room of the San 
Francisco General Hospital, 
and is one of the many insti¬ 
tutions and programs threat¬ 
ened by Mayor Frank Jor¬ 


dan’s proposed budget cuts. 
Aside from offering medical 
treatment for physical abuse 
injuries, the RTC also pro¬ 
vides counseling and crisis in¬ 
tervention. 

‘‘Do you want our blood 
on your palms?” a WAC state¬ 
ment read. ‘‘If we can afford 
$3,000 per palm tree to line 
Market Street, surely we can 
afford to maintain an already 
ailing health care system.” 

Up to $88 million in pro¬ 
posed cuts to the city’s health 
department will result in the 
closure of most city health 
centers and will greatly re¬ 
duce services at the SFGH. 
However, the mayor’s office 
had said last week that as a 
result of a $24 million savings 
from city contributions to the 
retirement fund, cuts in the 
health budget will not be as 
bad. Of this projected savings, 
$16 million is said to be im¬ 
mediate. 

Saturday’s protesters re¬ 


mained skeptical of the may¬ 
or’s commitment to restore 
funds for vital health services. 
While they acknowledged 
that monies for the rape treat¬ 
ment center have been par¬ 
tially restored, they pointed 
out that any health care cuts 
will disproportionately affect 
women and children. They 
added that two-thirds of 
adults living at the poverty 
level axe women. 

Jill Tallmer, one of the or¬ 
ganizers of the WAC protest, 
said that Jordan is too preoc¬ 
cupied with ‘‘pleasing tourists 
and baseball fans while basic 
human rights like health care 
have eroded.” She said she 
hopes that the issue of the 
budget crisis does not get lost 
in the midst of the lesbian 
and gay pride festivities this 
weekend. The mayor’s pro¬ 
posed budget will be taken 
up by the Board of Supervi¬ 
sors on Monday, June 28th. V 


Just in Time for Gay Pride Weekend: 

Kaufman Said, "Change 
Please"-And MUNI a'd 


by Dennis Conkin 

Thousands of Muni pa¬ 
trons wanting to ride from 
Castro Street on the under¬ 
ground subway sytem won’t 
have to worry about having 
the change for a buck to get 
on the LRV anymore. 

Machines that will change 
dollar bills to coins to get pa¬ 
trons inside the system will 
be installed by Gay Pride 
Weekend, according to Super¬ 
visor Barbara Kaufman’s of¬ 
fice. 

Kaufman, in response to a 
letter, from a constituent’s 
complaints that the Municipal 
Railway System has no 
change machines in its Van 
Ness, Church Street, Castro 
Street or West Portal Sta¬ 
tions, contacted Muni General 
Manager Johnny Stein about 
the problem in May. 

‘‘Supervisor Kaufman re¬ 
ceived a letter from a consti- 
tutent who said that it was 
frustrating wanting to use the 
system but not always having 
coin change, and having to go 



Supervisor Barbara Kaufman 

(Photo: Judi Parks) 


find a merchant who might 
change a dollar bill. Not all 
merchants are willing to do 


that,” said Kaufman aide T.J. 
Anthony. 

In response to a written re¬ 
quest from Kaufman, Stein 
ordered the machines — two 
for each station — and planned 
to install them at the end of 
June or in early July, but after 
Kaufman followed up on the 
matter, Stein said he will have 
the two machines in the Castro 
installed, so tens of thousands 
of Muni riders in the Castro 
can use the LRV system. 

‘‘The goal is to encourage 
people to use public trans¬ 
portation,” said Anthony, who 
admitted the Castro Street 
station, with its often-decried 
lack of change machines, 
‘‘wasn’t set up to provide ac¬ 
cess to the system.” 

Although the first ma¬ 
chines will be in the Castro 
Station, Muni will install the 
other eight machines — which 
cost an estimated $2,000 each 
— in the subway stations after 
Gay Pride Weekend. ▼ 












































Men To Be 
Proud Or 



JAKE TANNER 


Celebrating Gay Pride, 
COLT STUDIO 
invites you into our 
L incredible world of 

Hk premium male erotica. 

" % WeVe all come a long 

m quarter 

1^ .1 decade and as we move 

into the 21 st century, you 
can be sure COLT will be 
ilHF there. For over 25 years 

HB we have been exclusively 

presenting the hottest, most 
|||h masculine men imaginable 

in magazines, videos, photo- 
* 1 sets, posters and calendars. 

Now we've got a sensational 
W offer for new mail order 

W customers on ly f For just 

1 $20.00 you'll receive our 

i NEW CUSTOMER START-UP 

I PACK—loaded with a beefy 

J sampling of the absolute best 

of COLT. Here's what you get: 
M the colt folio (a $10.00 VALUE) 
m jam-packed with over 75 colorful 
m brochures, photo and slide samples, 
I and coupons off future purchases; 
I a COLT MAGAZINE {a $12.50 VALUE) 
f full of the hunkiest nude studs you'll 

ever see; a 15 MINUTE COLT VIDEO 
SAMPLER TAPE (a $19.95 VALUE) featur¬ 
ing some of the wildest scenes from the 
COLT VIDEOS, and a $5.00 off coupon 
good towards your first video purchase; 
and finally all the many famous COLT 
MAILINGS will come your way for one year! 

Rest assured, our confidential mailing list, 
is never rented or sold. 


START-UP PACK £m\J 

For New Mail Order Customers Only! 
Offer expires September 1, 1993 
^ ... Offer void in AL. FL, GA, MN, MS. NC, OK, 
^li||l||k TN, TX, UT and foreign countries. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


SIGNATURE __ 

(MANDATORY) I certify that I am over 21 years of age. This material is for my personal use 
and will not be used against the sender. 


COLT STUDIO P.O. BOX 1608 BA STUDIO CITY, CA 91614 


© MCMXCn BY COLT STUDIO, 3950 LAUREL CANYON 8LVD., STUDIO CITY, CA 
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ISankruptcy law 

debt relief 

.Keep All , 

.All np bts Consolidatej «>__^ 

?homas R 
1(415) 554-°58 
64 Gough Streex 

I San Francisco 

iservingSanFra^ 


MARK DENZIN, LICENSED ACUPUNCTURIST 

PHYSICIAN OF CHINESE MEDICINE 

■ SERVING THE CASTRO SINCE 1983 

■ WORK COMP/PERSONAL INJURY/ 
HEALTH INSURANCE WELCOME 

General medicine, with emphasis on 
health maintenance through diet/acute 
& chronic pain/HIV/detox therapy. 

415 - 252-9040 

t f 


THE HEALTH CONTINUUM 

Providing for ALL your health care needs 

♦ Physicians, Psychologists, Social Workers, Norsiog 

• Child-Individual-Coyple-Group Couaseliog 

* AIDS, ARC, HIV+Counseling 

• Insurance, Credit Cards Welcome. 


988 Market St., Suite 607 
San Francisco, CA 94102 


Tel: (415) 77F3556 
FAX: (415) 776-2122 


CONTEMPO 

Realty,Incorporated 


Just Ask Russ 


Russ Risucci 

20473 Saratoga-Los Gatoa Road 
Saratoga, California 95070 
Silicon Valley & Beyond 
24 Hours: 408 996-RUSS 



WE'RE HERE TO STRAIGHTEN 
UP THE CASTRO!, 

...spinally speaking!!! 


dr. brian ly ttle, d.c. 
416 864-1790 

4252 20th street 
at collingwood _ 





TRAVEL 

BERT E. MICHAUD 
SPECIALIZES IN TRAVEL 
FOR THE GAY COMMUNITY 

• FREE FOREIGN CURRENCY EXCHANGE 

• FREE AMERICAN EXPRESS TRAVELER CHEQUES 


GET YOUR AMERICAN EXPRESS 
CARD FEE REFT NDED 



415 - 955-5654 

455 MARKET STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94105 


Community News 


Domestic Partnerships: How To 
Have a Very Married Gay Day 


by Rene M. Astudillo 

It’s gay pride week and the 
controversial ban on gays in 
the military is sure to surface 
in many more ways than one. 
But other significant issues 
may come to mind, as gay 
men and women gather this 
weekend for the traditional 
parade, fair, and partying. 
One issue that’s probably clos¬ 
er to the hearts of most gay 
men and lesbians than wanting 
to join the military is that of 
same-sex marriage. 

In the Bay Area, several 
cities and counties do recog¬ 
nize domestic partnerships 
under ordinances approved 
by voters. Such landmark or- 
din 2 mces have been in place 
in San Francisco and Berke¬ 
ley since 1991. A similar legis¬ 
lation went into effect in 
Marin county only last week. 
Domestic partnership is prob¬ 
ably the closest lesbians and 
gays can get to same-sex mar¬ 
riage in this country, unless 
some significant progress re¬ 
sults from a recent court case 
ruling in Hawaii declaring 
that the state acted unconsti¬ 
tutionally when it refused to 
grant a marriage license to a 
gay couple. 

Since Febru^ 14, 1991, 
when San Francisco’s Domes¬ 
tic Partnership ordinance 
went into effect, some 1,800 
couples have registered their 
partnerships with City Hall. 
“This does not mean these 
are the only domestic part¬ 
ners in the city,’’ said Nancy 
Alfaro of the county clerk’s 
office. A couple can set up a 
domestic partnership without 
going through city hall, by 
having their declaration of do¬ 
mestic partnership notarized. 
In Berkeley, approximately 
150 couples have filed for do¬ 
mestic partnership. In 
Marin, 19 couples have so far 
registered as of last Friday. 
None of the city and county 
clerk offices however, tracks 
the kind of domestic partner¬ 
ships being registered in 
terms of being homosexual or 
heterosexual. 

To set up a domestic part¬ 
nership, a couple must be at 
least 18 years old, live togeth¬ 
er, and agree to be responsi¬ 
ble for each other’s basic liv¬ 
ing expenses. Both must be 
unmarried, and neither may 
have had a different domestic 
partner in the last six months 
prior to the date of fiing. 
(This last provision does not 
apply if one’s previous part¬ 
ner had passed away.) 

To be able to file with the 
county clerk of San Fremcis- 
co, one of the partners must 
work in the city or both must 
live together in San Francis¬ 
co. A filing fee of $35 ( $30 in 
Berkeley and $39 in Marin) is 
required, in exchange for 
which the couple gets a cer¬ 
tificate resembling a marriage 
license. 

Not the same as marriage 

Domestic partnership does 
not have the benefits usually 
associated with marriage. The 
American Civil Liberties 
Union of Northern California 
says that “...unless you have a 
will, your partner won’t get 
your property if you die. A 
domestic partnership won’t 
make sure that your partner 
has the legal right to take 
care of you if you get sick. It 
doesn’t mean that your part¬ 



The first couples to register as domestic partners in San Fran¬ 
cisco in 1991: Susan Berry and Martha Cody and Chris Minor 
and Richard Mullholland. (Photo; Rick Gerharter) 


ner and you have a right to 
each other’s pay or property.’’ 
ACLU’s advice is for domes¬ 
tic partners to execute wills 
and specific powers of attor¬ 
ney. It suggests consulting a 
lawyer or refer to self-help 
books covering gay and les¬ 
bian relationships. 

A few private companies 
have moved towards recog¬ 
nizing domestic partnerships 
in extending health and other 
benefits to their employees. 
San Francisco provides a 
mechanism whereby city and 
county employees can reg^ister 
for the purpose of extending 
health benefits to their do¬ 
mestic partners. But the pro¬ 
cess has come under fire for 
not going far enough. Last 
April, Kevin Shelley, member 
of the San Francisco Board of 
Supervisors, called for a hear¬ 
ing on discrimination against 
domestic partners in health 
and retirement benefits pro¬ 
grams. The proposed hearing 
has yet to be approved and 
scheduled by the Board of Su- 
pes. 

According to Shelley, cur¬ 
rent rules allow married cou¬ 
ples 60 days in which to regis¬ 
ter for city and county health 
benefits. However, the San 
Francisco Health Service Sys¬ 
tem rules require newly regis¬ 
tered domestic partners to 
wait until open enrollment 
before they can register their 
partners. “This is a question 
of equity,’’ commented Shel¬ 
ley. “Why shouldn’t newly 
registered domestic partners 
be eligible under the same 
rules as legally married cou¬ 
ples?’’ Shelley also lamented 
the fact that notifications to 


city employees regarding the 
open enrollment period con¬ 
tained no information regard¬ 
ing the benefits open to regis¬ 
tered domestic partners. 

In as far as retirement ben¬ 
efits are concerned, Shelley 
called for the establishment of 
a task force that would write 
city and state guidelines, in 
order to allow for registered 
domestic partners of state em¬ 
ployees to receive retirement 
benefits. Current guidelines 
prohibit the granting of retire¬ 
ment benefits to domestic 
partners. 

Domestic parters? 

While most San Francis¬ 
cans are generally aware 
about the existence of a do¬ 
mestic partnership law, many 
are not familiar with the pro¬ 
cedures, actual benefits, and 
the mechanism for “divorce.” 
San Francisco’s domestic 
partnership law, embodied in 
Chapter 62 of the Administra¬ 
tive Code, has a provision for 
ending a domestic partner¬ 
ship. A partnership ends 
when one of the partners 
dies, gets married, or sends 
the other a notice for ending 
a domestic partnership, and 
when the partners stop living 
together. For couples regis¬ 
tered with the county clerk’s 
office, there is a form that 
needs to be filled out when 
ending a domestic partner¬ 
ship. 

“There have been individ¬ 
uals and couples that have 
filed the notice for ending a 
domestic partnership,” Alfaro 
says, “but we don’t keep a tal¬ 
ly.” ▼ 


Correction 


In the June 17 issue of the 
B.A.R., we mistakenly ran the 
photo at right of Superior 
Court Judge Alex Saldamando 
with an obituary for Judge 
Rand Schraeder. We are happy 
to report that Judge Saldaman¬ 
do is alive and well and serving 
on the bench where he has 
been a longtime friend to the 
gay community. 
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See Men Changing 
At S.F. Convention 


by Marv. Shaw 

Hundreds of men intent on 
revising and enhancing their 
masculinity will convene at 
S.F. State University July 7-11 
for plenary sessions and over 
60 workshops, the National 
Organization of Men Against 
Sexism (NOMAS) has an¬ 
nounced. With the theme of 
“Building Bridges For a Mul¬ 
ticultural Men’s Community,’’ 
attendees from all over the 
United States, plus several 
from Canada, Austredia, and 
New Zealand, will make up 
the 18th Conference on Men 
and Masculinity. 

With registration and ori¬ 
entation starting on Wednes¬ 
day, July 7 (4-7 p.m.) and con¬ 
tinuing on Thursday, July 8 (1- 
7 p.m.), the conference will 
formally open from 7-10 p.m. 
on Thursday evening. 
Keynote plenaries will take 
place on Friday, July 9, from 
9-10:30 a.m. and again on Sat¬ 
urday, July 10, at the same 
hours. The first will concen¬ 
trate on developing the con¬ 
ference’s theme and will fea¬ 
ture representative leaders 
from racial and ethnic com¬ 
munities, while the second 
will present such creators as 
Lee Mun Wah, co-founder of 
the Bay Area Men of Color 
Conference in 1990. Wah has 
recently produced Stolen 
Ground, a documentary film 
that reveals the struggles of 
Asian-American men against 
racism. 

In keeping with its original 
policy of pro-feminism, both 
straight and lesbian women 
are invited to attend. 

True to its longstanding 
policy of being gay-affirma¬ 


tive, NOMAS is sponsoring a 
panoply of workshops of par¬ 
ticular interest to gay men: 
“Sex, Dating and Relation¬ 
ships’’ by Thomas J. Caldaro- 
la; “Two Films: ‘Bashing’ and 
‘Mike’s Film I and If “ by 
S.F. filmmaker David Lam- 
ble and moderated by John 
Gilgun; “Gay Male Survivors 
of Childhood Sexual Trauma’’ 
by Hank Estrada; “The Social 
Utility of Homosexuality: The 
Role of Male-Male Eroticism 
in Promoting Unity in 
Ponorogo, Java’’ by Walter 
Williams, the USC anthropol¬ 
ogist and author of Spirit of 
the Flesh; and “Effiminacy: A 
Cross-Cultural Exploration’’ 
by James M. Boland. 

Intended for attendees of 
any sexual orientation will be 
such workshops as “Obstacles 
to Pornography Discussion’’ 
by Robert Brannon and Phyl¬ 
lis B. Frank, “Why the Men’s 
Movement Cannot Face Sex’’ 
by Sammy Scott, and “Joys of 
Outercourse” by Richard 
Koob. 

Among a variety of cultur¬ 
al performances will be Keith 
Hennessy, directing a cast 
dramatically exploring vio¬ 
lence; songs of nationally fa¬ 
mous black songwriter Black- 
berri, whose work has been 
performed by Charlie Pride 
and Barbara Mandrell; San 
Francisco humorist Charlie 
Varon (Honest Prophets); and 
country singer Geoff Morgan, 
presenting his own songs. 

For more information, 
write to NOMAS at 54 Mint 
Street, Suite 300, San Francis¬ 
co 94103 or call (415) 546-6627. 

The conference will con¬ 
clude at 3 p.m. on Sunday, 
July 11. ▼ 


Future So Bright... 

One of the many works of art now on display in area bars 
and restaurants as part of the Shades Project. The sizes and 
designs vary and must be seen to be appreciated. 

The shades will be on display until this Sunday, June 17, 
at Cocktails, the Lone Star, Borderline, the Watering Hole, 
Polk Gulch and other venues. All are available for sale. Silent 
bids are now being taken. All proceeds will go to the AIDS 
Emergency Fund. For more information, contact the Shades 
Project at (415) 861-1354. 


HRCF Honors Two 
Of Bay Area's Best 


by Dennis Conkin 


^RSVP GAY CRUISES 


^RSVP SEASPIRIT 

East Coast Discovery 

7 day vacations-July 3-August 21 
New York to Boston 
Boston to New York 
including: Provincetown, Nantucket, 
Martha’s Vineyard, New Bedford, 
Newport 

^RSVP CRUISES 

Greek Isles 

7 day cruise 

^ptember 6-13 

Athens, Istanbul, Kusadasi, Rhodes 
Mykonos, Santorini 


Call Your Travel Agent for new itineraries. 
FREE brochures of RSVP SeaSpirit 
Vacations and RSVP Cruises are 
available now. 


..408-354-6400 


LOS GATOS 

Yankee Clipper Travel. 

OAKLAND 

Lake Shore Tvl.800-62641466 510-8364466 

SAN FRANCISCO 

Bottom Une Travel.800456-9833.415467-6540 

Global Tvl Too.800-548-3507.415-6474304 

Now, Voyager TrvI.800-2556951 .415-6261169 

Unravel travel.800-3226330 415-731-5575 


World Tvl Arrangers... 
SAUSAUTO 
SunVenture Tvl-AI.. 


....8062376407.4154214460 


..800-7466282.415-3326611 


hlMrary subiacl to chango. SoaSpirH-U-S. RogMry 




John Woods, one of the co¬ 
founders of Queer Scouts, 
and Wiggsy Sivertsen, long¬ 
time gay rights activist and 
professor at San Jose State, 
will be honored at the 1993 
Human Rights Campaign 
Fund dinner on June 26 at the 
Fashion Center. 

Woods will be awarded 
the Jerry E. Berg Leadership 
Award and Sivertsen will re¬ 
ceive the James C Hormel 
Community Service Award 
on behalf of the HCRF. Su¬ 
pervisor Carole Migden will 
present the honors. 

Berg was a longtime 
Democratic Party activist 
who died of AIDS in 1992. 
Hormel is a local philan¬ 
thropist active in gay rights 
causes. 

Woods, who co-founded 
QS in response to the Boy 
Scouts of America’s anti-gay 
discrimination policy, success¬ 
fully proposed that the Unit¬ 
ed Way Bay Area defund the 
group and later, when the 
Bank of America refused to 
defund BSA, called for and 
organized a boycott of the 
bank. 

Woods, a member of the 
board of directors of Commu¬ 
nity United Against Violence, 
has served as a volunteer peer 
counselor for the past three 
years at Lavender Youth 
Recreation and Information, 
Center, where he has facilitat- 


John Woods of Queer Scouts will be honored by HRCF. 

(Photo: Rick Gerharter) 


ate to be nice. Sometimes 
you’ve got to knock the door 
down,’’ Woods said. 

Sivertsen is the founder of 
ALGBY, Advocates to Les¬ 
bian, Gay and Bisexual 
ed a regular group for young 
men of color. 

“I was surprised. It’s still 
rare that mainstream organi¬ 
zations recognize the work of 
street activists, so I think it is 
an unusual step. For probably 
three or four years between 
Queer Nation and ACT UP, 
that’s where a lot of the work 
has been done. Hopefully, 
they’ll recognize something 
from our tactics and realize 
that it’s not always appropri- 


Youth, has served on the 
board of Aris Project, a penin¬ 
sula AIDS service provider, 
and is a co-founder of Bay 
Area Municipal Elections 
Committee, a gay and lesbian 
political action committee in 
the four-county South Bay. 

Speakers for the dinner in¬ 
clude Bob Hattoy, associate 
director of presidential per¬ 
sonnel at the White House, 
civil rights activist David 
Mixner, and U.S. Naval Re¬ 
serve Lieutenant Zoe Dun¬ 
ning. 

Tickets for the dinner are 
$175 — with a limited number 
available at $100 for first time 
dinner attendees. For more 
information call 252-5677. ▼ 
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Editorial 


Carrying a Two-edged Sword 

“This country, with its institutions, belongs to the peo¬ 
ple who inhabit it. Whenever they shall grow weary of the 
existing government, they can exercise their constitutional 
right of amending it, or their revolutionary right to dis¬ 
member or overthrow it” 

—Abraham Lincoln, First Inaugural Address, March 4, 
1861 

As we step off the curb, literally and figuratively, to cel¬ 
ebrate the 24th anniversary of the Stonewall riots, it’s im¬ 
portant to remember that America has once again led the 
world on a matter of grave importance: civil rights for all 
citizens. Not that the whole country necessarily wanted it, 
or wants it, but the history of the world shows again and 
again that an oppressed minority cannot be held down for¬ 
ever. 

We live in a country where such things as Stonewall 
street riots are possible and time-honored (our revolution¬ 
ary right), as are ballot measures such as our own domes¬ 
tic partner legislation (our constitutional right). What must 
not be forgotten, of course, is that the sword cuts both 
ways, and our enemies may use their rights in the same 
way we use ours. That explains the current rash of anti¬ 
gay ballot measures and the loathsome Jesse Helms’s hold 
on his Senate seat. (We suspect that’s the only seat he’s 
held in a very long time, and also that that may be the 
root of a lot of his problems, but we digress.) 

A representational democracy such as ours needs all the 
input it can get in order to function properly. We note 
with dismay that while our community is pretty good at 
the street riots, it has a lot to learn from our enemies 
about the rest of the political process. The fact is, fundies 
and bigots are much better than we are about writing 
elected officials and getting their points of view across. 
Large, organized letter-writing campaigns are almost de 
rigueur at the more reactionary churches and among 
those so-called “citizens alliances’’ that have been formed 
specifically to take away our rights. Unfortunately, the 
same is not true among gays and lesbians who want to 
gain (or not lose) those rights. 

A Microcosm 

The San Francisco Freedom Day Parade and Celebra¬ 
tion is a microcosm of the larger representational democ¬ 
racy of our land: decisions are made regarding the parade 
that have an impact upon virtudly every out lesbian and 
gay in San Francisco — and yet, very few even bother to 
take part in that decision-making process. 

This year, the committee chose a theme many found 
distasteful; next year, the decision may be reached to al¬ 
ternate the date of the parade with Los Angeles, despite 
our parade being so much older and better-established. 

There is a way for people with strong feelings about it 
to not let others hijack the parade. Get involved. Go to the 
meetings. Show that Gay Pride is something in which you 
have a great stake. You might make new friends and you 
will almost certainly make a difference. 

And when you find out how easy it is to make a differ¬ 
ence, you might be more inclined to be more involved in 
America’s decisions, too. And that is always a good thing. 


Now Get Moving 

So rave on: march on, carry on, and — if we may be ex¬ 
cused for the pun — write on. This is more than your 
weekend: it’s your country and your parade. Take care of 
that which is yours before you lose it. 

Have a wonderful weekend! ▼ 



About This Issue 


As we at the Bay Area Reporter first start¬ 
ed planning this year’s Gay Pride Issue, we 
considered the things that have happened since 
last June. There has been so much gay news — 
probably more that caught the attention of the 
mainstream press than at any other time in his¬ 
tory — that we scarcely knew where to begin. 

Much of that news has been, we must say, 
not too good. Bigotry is up, anti-gay violence is 
up, a spate of emti-gay ballot measures are at¬ 
tempting to follow in Amendment 2’s terrible 
footsteps, the Senate hearings on the question 
of gays in the military have been an exercise in 
public flagellation, and so on. 

However, much that is good has come our 
way this yecir as well. Perhaps the gains have 
not always been as public as the bad, but they 
are there. And, we think, one of the greatest 
things to have come down the pike is the ever- 
increasing number of open gays and lesbisins 
who are serving in public office. 

It was not so long ago that homosexuality 
was a political disqualifier, almost without 
equal. Even the suggestion of “tendencies” 
could derail the political ambitions of the best 
and brightest; many potentially great leaders 
who happened to be lesbian or gay realized 
that they could forget about serving in office 
and went off to do other things. For 200 years 
or so, we lived in an America without positive 
gay and lesbian role models in public office. 

But that has changed. In this issue’s second 
section, a special insert in celebration of this 
weekend’s Gay Pride festivities, we profile 
some of the openly homosexual role models 
that exist for today’s lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender kids. 

When we started, we intended to spotlight 
some prominent gays and lesbians in the arts, 
and every openly gay or lesbian elected and ap¬ 
pointed official from San Francisco to Sacra¬ 
mento (and north and south to varying de¬ 
grees). To our delight, we found that such an 
undertaking would have filled all 120 pages of 
this issue, at least. 


Therefore, in this issue, we begin to profile 
our proudly gay public servants. They run the 
gamut; male, female, white, Asian, Hispanic, 
African-American, Democrat, Republican, for¬ 
mer laborers and former drag queens, lawyers 
and doctors... well, you get the idea. More pro¬ 
files will appear weekly in future B.A.R.S. 

We are, truly, everywhere. And now the 
next generations of young gays and lesbians 
will not have to wonder if they can successfully 
closet themselves enough to pursue a career in 
politics. Thanks to those who have gone before 
them, they won’t have to be in the closet at all. 

We would like to acknowledge that the ma¬ 
jority of appointed gays to whom we have spo¬ 
ken so far were appointed by Mayor Frank Jor¬ 
dan. Although he is currently an object of de¬ 
rision in the eyes of mamy of our readers over 
the budget problems the city is now experienc¬ 
ing, credit is due where credit is due, and Jor¬ 
dan has come through for us — particularly 
when one considers how distrusted (a word 
that is perhaps too mild) he was during his 
campaign and election. 

We’re not saying that it’s miraculous for a 
mayor to do good works for the gay communi¬ 
ty; we are part of the greater population, so 
that is part of his job. But we are saying that 
those who would dismiss Jordan out of hand 
may not have studied his real record, and may 
be allowing themselves to be manipulated by 
people with political agendas that we find, 
frankly, much scarier than the mayor’s. Next 
time someone suggests hurling any object at 
the public officials who share our day of cele¬ 
bration, ask them what they hope to gain from 
it. And demand an honest answer. We demand 
honesty from the mayor, and his detractors de¬ 
serve no less. 

We don’t intend to stop keeping a watchful 
eye on Jordan, or the budget, or his appoint¬ 
ments. But for now, we suggest that when 
readers see him riding by in the parade, they 
remember he is willing to do what President 
Clinton was not. ▼ 
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Letters 


Don't Pull the Plug on Shanti 

Have you considered what San Francisco’s AIDS 
population would lose if Shanti were to disappear 
tomorrow? Fully 80 percent of San Francisco’s PWAs 
use one or more of Shanti’s services. For openers, last 
year alone, Shanti clocked an astounding 130,759 
hours of practical and emotional support of your loved 
ones and mine, brought to us by 540 Shanti-trained 
volunteers. Shanti essentially invented practical and 
emotional support for PWAs — and no one will pick 
up laundry, vraki dishes, rub backs and feet and listen 
to the hard facts of dying to the tune of 7,000 hours 
a month if Shanti isn’t there to do it. Professional men¬ 
tal health services are great, but no shrink I know of 
washes your dishes or puts you on and off the 
commode. 

Shanti has trained literally thousands of volunteers 
and group facilitators and runs multiple support 
groups, including groups for PWAs, care givers, 
women’s care givers, grieving groups and groups for 
heterosexual couples dealing with AIDS. 

Of course, all our AIDS service organizations are 
precious to us, but maybe we forgot who developed 
the model of support and service back before AIDS 
had a a name or a “diagnostic marker.’’ If you recall 
back in 1981 and 1982, when the Reagan-Bush- 
LaRouche guys wanted to put us in “protective 
quarantine,’’ and funeral homes wouldn’t pick up the 
bodies of our friends and lovers, Shanti mushroomed 
seemingly overnight from a small agency providing 
general support to folks with life-threatening illnesses 
into the equivalent of a major, multi-faceted agency 
trying to fill in for a government whose policy was to 
“let the fags die.’’ In doing so, Shanti developed ways 
to enrich the lives of PWAs, including their incredibly 
successful Activities Program, which provides tickets 
to cultural events, holiday meals and celebrations, 
kayaking trips and so many other opportunities for 
PWAs to feel like People With AIDS. Shanti, in fact, 
created the gold standard for AIDS support services 
in our city and its influence is felt nationwide and 
worldwide. 

One vital issue is the continued eligibiliity to receive 
federal Ryan-White funding. Among other programs 
threatened by the loss of such eligibility is Shanti’s 
Crossing Project, which serves PWAs in the 
Tenderloin. This program serves indigents, women, 
people of color. Native Americans and children as well 
as transgender and other PWAs poorly served in the 
past by mainstream health care. 

This is the time to support Shanti, not to stand on 
the sidelines and smugly watch our own hard-won, 
grass roots organization go down the drain. As in¬ 
dividuals, we need to continue financial and nioral 
support of Shanti. Don’t pull the plug on Shanti ser¬ 
vices. San Francisco needs Sheinti and Shanti deserves 
our support. 

Lynne I. Portnoy, M.D., D.C. 

San Francisco 


Just Begun to Fight 

In this “Year of the Queer’’ let us never forget that 
the struggle for gay, lesbian and bisexual rights is far 
from over. 

We may be able to produce a million ciizens on the 
Mall in Washington, but it is the right wing who can 
produce over 30 votes in the US. Senate to block a les¬ 
bian nomination. 

We may occasionally be able to watch a queer¬ 
positive film on some public television station, but it 
is the rig^t wing that owns the Christian Broadcasting 
Network and the Family Channel which is force-fed 
to America every day via cable. 

We may have the high moral ground of basic human 
rights to liberty and equality, but it is the right wing 
that controls the courts, judges and military without 
which our rights are meaningless. 

While we confront and deal with a catastrophic 
epidemic that has taken some of our brightest talent, 
the right wing profits from poisoning the minds of 
Americans with homophobic lies and hysteria. 

In short — our fight for justice has just begun. There 
will be many Colorados to be faced. 

Destiny is on our side. We have our flag, our culture, 
our history and our heroes. It is now time to ask for 
our place. 

Patrick A. Tifer 
San Francisco 


BofA Vacation Give-Away! 

Please advise your readers of another fun and poten¬ 
tially profitable way to protest the BofA’s reneging on 
defunding the Boy Scouts. 

We can use the alternative method to enter the 
BofA’s vacation give-a-way contest. Write your name, 
address and phone number on a 3 x 5 card. Send it 
to; “Vacations for Life’’ Sweepstakes, P.O. Box 1011, 
Grand Rapids, MN 55730-1011. While you’re at it, write 
on the back, “Bigotry is not a family value.’’ 

Thanks! 

Brian M. Gronlund 
San Francisco 


Dr. Katz Deserves Better 

As a long-time patient of Dr. Mitchell Katz, I firm¬ 
ly believe that he is not only an excellent doctor, but 
moreover, he is the right man to be in the position of 
Director of the AIDS Office. 

It is difficult for me to understand why your 
newspaper insists that Dr. Katz is doing something 
“terribly wrong” in having preliminary discussions 
with AIDS service providers who might be (1) in¬ 
terested in applying for the housing contracts of Shan¬ 
ti Project, and (2) are capable both financially and 
administratively to handle those contracts. I don’t 
believe for one minute that Dr. Katz could or would 
persist in any “behind the scenes” jockeying, especial¬ 
ly when it comes to the health and welfare of the very 
people he is committed by profession to serve... peo¬ 
ple with AIDS. 

On the other hand, as Director of the AIDS Office, 
he does have the right to “scope out” the terrain, so 
to speak, by making inquiries, talking with people and 
doing his homework. I really don’t think that if you 
were placed in the position of someone offering to sell 
you a house that you wouldn’t make inquiries, in¬ 
vestigation and have discussions with other 
homeowners to gain insight? Or would you wait un¬ 
til the last minute before you purchase the house to 
make inquiries? I don’t think you’d opt for the latter 
because I know you’re an intelligent human being. 

Obviously, there have been past mistakes made both 
by Shanti Project and the AIDS Office, and certainly 
people in the community should be concerned about 
how, when, where and with whom the housing con¬ 
tracts of Shanti Project get dealt with. But I think there 
is a way of dealing with these kinds of situations 
without rendering an “accusatory note” 

I am a person living with AIDS. I would like to see 
more housing for people like myself (I don’t live in 
Shanti House nor am I enrolled in the Shanti 
Residence Program). I would like to see more low to 
moderate, decent housing created for all of San Fran¬ 
cisco. Most of all, I want a cure! But in the meantime, 
we don’t have to be mean to or with one another. Dr. 
Katz deserves better treatment than this. And in spite 
of whatever mistakes Shanti Project made in the past, 
they still deserve our support! 

Kevin Kennedy 
San Francisco 


Deceiving Appearances 

The “News Brief’ appearing in your June 3 issue 
struck me as a crystallization of the danger of the 
Oregon Citizen’s Alliance. In just a few short quotes, 
the OCA separates itself from extremist organizations 
It is simply an alliance of citizens of Oregon who are 
opposed to perversity. 

The appearance of being a reasonable and even 
humane organization (the behavior, not the person is 
perverse) is the OCA’s most powerful weapon. It is this 
appearance of rationality that presents a threat to the 
civil liberties of all Oregonians. 

In the news brief, the OCA claimed to be simply 
misunderstood, citing “mainstream people who may 
be not good readers and don’t think critically” as the 
possible reason for confusion about their message. But 
in reality, the OCA depends on the lack of reading or 
critical thinking skills to assure tolerance of their 
visibility and passage of their political agenda. 

We can rest assured the OCA will never repeat the 
error of inflammatory language made in Ballot 
Measure 9. In the future, we can anticipate literature 
and legislation that will appear to be generated by an 
informed, educated and rational organization that on¬ 
ly wishes to protect society. 

Gina Jones 
Portland, Oregon 


Why Bother Reforming Gay/Straight 
Republicans? 

The efforts by gay and pro-gay straight Republicans 
to navigate their party out of the cultural Dark Ages 
(“Gay Republicans Face the Future”, RA.R., June 10) 
are admirable, but I strongly believe that their talent 
and energy would be far better utilized in helping to 
revitalize the Democratic Party. After all, the 
Democrats are already moving and regrouping in 
ways these Republicans would admire, becoming less 
ideologically reflexive, more appreciative of free 
enterprise and a market economy and much more 
balanced than before on matters of individual vs. 
group rights. Meanwhile, back in the Republican Par¬ 
ty, the holy rollers are becoming even more deeply en¬ 
trenched, at all levels of government in all parts of the 
country, like stones in concrete. 

Furthermore, even if the Republican Party were 
purged of the cultural Gestapo —- assuming it can be 
done at all — what do we have? 

We would still have the party that gave us Watergate, 
Iran-Contra, Iraqgate, the Superfund, H.U.D., 
Wedtech, Inslaw, BCCI and BNL scandals. Star Wars, 
the costly and utterly futile war on drugs, Lebanon, 
Clarence Thomas, the botched invasion of Panama 
and the $200 Billion savings and loan disaster. Why 
bother? 

Glenn S. Tasky 
San Francisco 



Rodney Karr, Ph.D. 
Uc. Psych. PL6906 

John Martin, Ph.D. 
Uc. Psych. PSY9128 


Gay 
Me n' s 
Therapy 
C ENTER 


20 years clinical experience 
with gay and bisexual men 

Individual Psychotherapy 
Couples Therapy 
Group Therapy 
Consultations 
Psychological Assessment 

Sliding fee scale 
Insurance accepted 


An 


of psycUloguU in Q ii O ^ 

privile practice O O O * f $ tf Vf 



SENSITIVE LEGAL SERVICES 


Barry Schneider 

ATTORNEY 
400 Montgomery Street 
Suite 505 
San Francisco 
(415) 781-6500 


• Probate and Wills 

• Criminal Law 

• Family Law 

• Personal Injury 

• General Civil Matters 


EXPERIENCE & REAUY CARING are what set US apart! 


ALL COMMERCIAL LINES • HOMEOWNERS & APTS. • BARS S RES>^ 


SINCE 1970 

682 MARKET STR^T IRth aOOR 
SAN FRANCfSCa €A 84104 
vEiMmmE i4m savssis 
RAIM SPRINGS (S101320 3288 
CAUPORNIA -- TOa FREE I800147S-66S8 
FAX (4161302 2069 


^4avEL • LIFE & MEDICAL • LIABILITY • WORKERS COMP • BON^ 



REAL ESTATE ? 
DOUG LYLE !!! 


ANY QUESTIONS ??? 


DOUG LYLE 

MASON-McDUFFIE REAL ESTATE INC. 

(510) 932-1000 OFFICE 
(510) 933-4080 EVES 


CANCUN 

•• THE PARTY PLANER * 

AeroCancun departs I 

Weekly front San Francisco 

JUNE "Sale -a- bration” 

7 Day/6 Night Packages 

Maria de Lourdes $399 

Club Las Perias $459 
Caiinda Beach $499 
Oasis Cancun $559 

Hyatt Regency $599 

ASK FOR KIRK 


EUROPE: 

SUMMER PRICES 

FRANKFURT 
DUSSELDORF 

HAWAII 

7 Nights hotel, R/T air, <£ Transfers i 

WAIKIKI uigr^u^g $541 
MAUI includes car $685 

Pricet pp dbl oocy and vary by dep data I 
Reitrictioni apply Pep taxea not included. | 



TRAVEL TIME 

^One Hailidie Plaza, Ste 406 SF 

(415) 677-0799 
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Personal Injury 
Business Law 
Litigation 
Employment 
discrimination 


100 Van Ness 
21st Hoar 
San Francisco, 
California 
94102 


Goldstein & Gellman 

Attorneys at laW 

Call Jeffrey Qibson 

415-621-5600 



Dr. Christopher Amore 

CHIROPRACTOR 
Specializing in 

• Neck and back injuries • Headaches • 
• Stress • Sports injuries • 

Convenient location 
S.F. Advance-Care Chiropractic 

4411 Geary Blvd., Suite 100 
751-BACK 751-2225 

Courtesy consultation and exam with this ad. 




Van R. Ault 
Clinical 
Hypnotherapist 

(415) 386-5878 


HYPNOSIS can change your 
quality of life nowl 


Stop Smoking • Increase Motivation 
Thrive uith HI\ • Kxpand Creativity 
Release Stress • Raise Self-Image 


Call now for free brochure and 
details on Hypnotic Meditation 
Evenings held every Thursday! 



Immediate Cash 

for the 

Terminally HI 

As a no-fee advisory service, we will assist you in 
selling your life insurance policy by: 

▼ Simplifying this complex process 

▼ Choosing quality viatical companies 

▼ Negotiating the best offer on your behalf 

▼ Requesting only one medical report 
from your physician 

▼ You are submitting only one application 

▼ Never charging a service fee to you 


Please call for our complimentary brochure: 

(415) 380-8880 or 1-800-435-8891 


BENEFIT ADVOCATES 


A Viatical Settlement Advisory Service 

{Offered by NCi Insurance Marketing Services. Inc.) 

180 Montgomery Street ♦ Suite 2180 • San Francisco • California • 94104 


Preserving Our Past 

Many people in the gay and lesbian community 
have over the past decade been placed in the unen¬ 
viable position of trying to decide what to do with the 
private papers and certain personal effects of friends 
and lovers after their deaths. Often, families don’t 
want the materials or destroy them out of malice or 
ignorance of their potential value in documenting our 
lives during a time of unprecedented change. 

I would like to call to the attention of the community 
the existence of two organizations which are anxious 
to accept and preserve papers and artifacts that will 
define clearly to the future who we were when all of 
us are dead and gone. The Gay and Lesbian Historical 
Society of Northern California, P.O. Box 424280, San 
Francisco, CA 94142, (415) 626-0980 is particularly in¬ 
terested in journals, diaries, letters, photos, magazines, 
flyers, pamphlets which will help to record the tur¬ 
moil in our lives since Stonewll certainly, but from 
any time previous that will lend insight into what it’s 
like to be gay/lesbian/bisexual/transsexual in a 
nominally straight world. 


The Exodus Trust, 1523 Franklin, San Francisco, 
CA 94109, (415) 928-1133, which already has one of the 
largest collections of artifacts relating to human sex¬ 
uality in the world, is interested in a wide variety of 
materials that illuminate the enormous diversity of 
human sexuality — fetishes, paraphernalia/toys of all 
kinds, as well as written materials that would supple¬ 
ment and support these objects. So before you throw 
what comes your way into the nearest debris box, 
fireplace or trash can, give a call to either or both of 
these local organizations. Remember, one person’s 
trash is another’s history. 

R. H. Wagner 
San Francisco 


Gay for a Day 


In honor of National Gay Pride Month (June) and 
Gay Pride Week in San Gay for a Day Francisco (June 
20 through 27), I invite all heterosexuals who love and 
support their gay friends to participate in celebrating 
Gay for a Day 1993. 

Here is how it works: 

1) Purchase a button which says Gay & Proud. 

2) Choose one day during Gay Pride Week and wear 
the button all day. 

3) Watch the chaos/fun ensue. Never a requirement. 
(Sex is optional of course.) 

That’s all there is to it. Wear the button to work, 
wear it at play, wear it to church, wear it to school, 
wear it at home. If you are feeling especially lively, you 
might even want to organize a “gay” event. Dinner par¬ 
ties are always popular, invite a few of your best 
friends who might also want to be Gay for a Day. After 
dinner there will be laughs galore as you each share 
your own “coming out” stories. 

Wouldn’t it be neat if just for one day - everybody 
was gay? Maybe then, people would stop making such 
a fuss. 


Elaine Manuele 
Berkeley 


G/L Postal Employees Network 

Gay and lesbian employees of the U.S. Postal Ser¬ 
vice in the Northland District, which includes large 
areas of Minnesota and Wisconsin, are pleased to in¬ 
form your readers of the existence of the Gay/Lesbian 
Postal Employees Network (G/L PEN). 

In Februry 1992, interested gay and lesbian postal 
employees formed a “steering committee” to discuss 
guidelines for an organization that would serve the 
needs of those in the local work force who identify as 
sexual orientation minorities. Our first general 
meeting was in March 1992. Since then, we have been 
meeting monthly. 

Membership in the G/L PEN is open to any gay, les¬ 
bian, bisexual, transgender or gay/lesbian sensitive 
employee. Our mission is: “to serve as an advocate for 
all sexual minority employees and advance their 
recognition and legitimacy within the U.S. Postal Ser¬ 
vice.” 

While the G/L PEN functions as a support group 
for those who attend meetings, we are focusing the 
majority of our effort on effecting change in the work 
place. To achieve our agenda, we’ve formed “action 
teams” to work on various objectives. 

The G/L PEN is encouraged by the postal service’s 
recent creation of a Vice President for Cultural Diver¬ 
sity. We believe the time has come for us to receive 
the recognition and benefits due us. It is our hope that 
postal employees among your readers will also wish 
to organize networks. To that end, we offer assistance 
to those who inquire. We can be reached through P.O. 
Box 580397, Minneapolis, MN 55458-0397. 

Richard E. Evans, Co-Coordinator 
Gay/Lesbian Postal Employees Network 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 


AIDS Prisoner Needs Our Support 

I have never written a letter to the editor, but a 
fellow human being is suffering at the hands of our 
federal court and prison systems and I cannot be 
silent. 

A1 Ducote is a 35-year old male who has spent most 
of his life in San Diego County and was recently 
diagnosed with AIDS. 

In 1990, A1 was convicted of a minor, first-time drug 
offense (approximately 65 units of LSD) and sentenced 
to 70 months in a federal prison. This was eventually 
corrected to be 37 months of which A1 served 16 before 
being released on bail pending his appeal. During the 
nearly two years that A1 was free, most of his time was 
dedicated to caring for a friend who was dying of 
AIDS. A1 made certain that his friend’s last months 
were as comfortable and as carefree as possible. 

Last month, May 1993, A1 was admitted to UCSD 
Hospital diagnosed as having CMV Retinitis. The 
standard treatment for this infection is a drug ad¬ 
ministered intravenously once or twice a day for the 
remainder of the patient’s life. That is the treatment 
prescribed for Mr. Ducote. 

Also in May 1993, Al’s appeal from his drug convic¬ 
tion appeared on the San Diego Federal Court’s 
Calendar. Although A1 was under a doctor’s care and 
was represented in court by his attorney. Dale Met¬ 
calf, the judge demanded he surrender to authorities 
on Monday morning — ordered on a Thursday 
afternoon. 

A1 was not heard from again until three to four 
weeks later. His family and friends became concern¬ 
ed after two weeks and called the Federal Prison 
Bureau to find where A1 had been sent. He has been 
incarcerated at the Federal prison medical facility in 
Springfield, MO. He is hundreds of miles from his 
family and friends whose support he desperately 
needs. 

Since his return to prison, his condition has worsen¬ 
ed. The prison authorities failed to have his medica¬ 
tion available for nearly two days and followed by 
giving him his IV three to four hours apart which 
made him very ill. The CMV has spread to his other 
eye and he has been having 103 to 105 degree fevers 
due to yet undiagnosed ailments. 

I find it difficult to believe that the war on drugs will 
be won by imprisoning a very sick AIDS sufferer for 
what could be the rest of his life. A1 has dutifully serv¬ 
ed more than one half of his sentence and I see no 
justice or reason in allowing A1 to possibly die in 
prison. 

If you agree that what is happening to A1 is cruel 
and unusual punishment at a huge and unnecessary 
cost to the American taxpayer, then please take a mo¬ 
ment to contact your representatives in Washington, 
DC. A1 Ducote should be released as soon as possible 
or, at the very least, brought back to California nearer 
his family and friends. The representatives in 
Washington that should be contacted are Senators Bar¬ 
bara Boxer and Dianne Feinstein and Representative 
Nancy Pelosi. Thank you sincerely for your time and 
compassion. 

Rick D. Short 
San Francisco 


Augmenting the Colorado Boycott 

In the efforts to sanction passage of Amendment 2 
in Colorado, we have overlooked a major product that 
is the basis of the Colorado Springs economy: the U.S. 
Air Force Academy. I have written our senators urg¬ 
ing them to try to move the Armed Services Commit¬ 
tee away from Nunn’s queer circus emd to examine the 
efficacy of the USAF (in Iraq and elsewhere). 

The U.S. Army and the U.S. Navy have their own 
planes and do not trust really important missions to 
the Air Force. Even a reduction of the Air Force 
Academy would hurt the Colorado Springs economy 
and at the same time, save money that is now wasted 
on duplicate capabilities in the military. 

Stephen O. Murray 
San Francisco 


Is the Mayor Telling Us to Drop Dead? 

Do I have to die to balance the budget? The mayor 
wants to take millions of dollars from my hospital, 
deny HIV and AIDS care to thousands of “indigent” 
men, women and children, take from the ill to keep 
the rich comfortable; he wants to build ball parks, pay 
larger salaries to aides and look the other way from 
homeless war veterans and troubled citizens. 

It would be genocide to shut down San Francisco 
General Hospital or even cut overworked, underpaid 
health providers, our gladiators and saviors — the peo¬ 
ple who keep us alive! 

Mayor, you are telling us to Drop Dead! 

Sheldon Ramsdell, PWA 
San Francisco 


Just Call Me 

You can call me queer, gay, lesbian, fag, homo, dyke, 
sissy, bulldagger or pansy — just never call me 
straight! 

John-Michael Olexy 
San Francisco 
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Jerry Meanderings 


Jerry Falwell, again: a 
reader in Chico called Sun¬ 
day, enraged at a Jerry Fal¬ 
well Old Time Gospel Hour 
program that he had watched 
earlier in the day broadcast 
on a Redding ABC network 
outlet. During the course of 
the show, Falwell blasted the 
gay and lesbian community in 
his latest “Sodom and Gomor¬ 
rah” tirade; in his sermon 
about the recent March on 
Washington, he apparently 
claimed some of the marchers 
stopped in front of the White 
House (upon learning that 
presidential daughter Chelsea 
was inside the Executive 
Mansion) and “chanted” for 
her to come out, supposedly 
with the purpose of giving 
some of the lesbians an op¬ 
portunity to “sodomize” her. 

At the end of the show 
Falwell appealed for funds 
from his followers, lest he be 
forced to “discontinue some 
of the programs.” He now 
promises to send anyone will¬ 
ing to mail in some bucks an 
anti-gay tape in return. I 
called the 800 number he pro¬ 
motes in his program and 
found it to be a telemarketing 
outfit that no doubt handles 
several other clients besides 
The Old Time Gospel Hour. 
I was told, after I was asked 
which of the advertisements I 
was interested in, that the 
“minimum” pledge you could 
make to receive a tape was 
$33, although the program 
“suggests” a donation of $100. 

While no one should send 
in a dime to this raging homo¬ 
phobe I might suggest that ev¬ 
eryone take advantage of the 
800 number the Reverend of¬ 
fers, to let him know how 
much we disagree with his 
savaging our community (and 
remember. Reverend Falwell 
pays for the call once it is ac¬ 
cepted and someone answers, 
as long as you inform the per¬ 
son answering that you are 
calling in regard to the Fal¬ 
well tape offer.) Although or¬ 
dering the tape is certainly 
not what I am suggesting, it 
would run up one hell of a 
phone bill for the homopho¬ 
bic Falwell, and who knows, 
it might even get him off the 
air quite soon. 

The Falwell number? 
Gladly - it’s 1-800-845-6006. 
Remember, when the person 
answers, be sure to tell him/ 
her that you’re calling in re¬ 
sponse to the anti-gay tapes 
offered on the Jerry Falwell 
Old Time Gospel Hour and 
then let that person know 
that you disapprove of the ho¬ 
mophobic bullshit, and before 
they can ask you your phone 
number, address, etc., (which 
they will very quickly do), say 
goodbye and hang up. 

You will have then just 
made sure that the Reverend 
Falwell is charged with the 
call; after all, he is inviting us 
to call him when he gives out 
the number on his television 
program. If enough fair-mind¬ 
ed people everywhere were 
to do this, it would soon be 
sign-off time for Jerry and his 
hateful, homophobic Gospel 
Hour and this world would 
indeed be a better place for 
all of us. Just a thought. 

Politics and People 

Jerry Brown, again: there 
he was last Friday, giving a 
commencement address at De 
Anza Community College, 
sounding all the world like a 
political candidate again, es¬ 
pousing the same, tired, 
worn-out propaganda that got 
him nowhere in last year’s 



Jerry BrOWn<Photo: Karen Ocamb) 


presidential campaign. Jerry 
Brown, rabble-rousing at his 
best, trashing big campaign 
contributors (who should bet¬ 
ter know about taking the big 
political contributions?), tele¬ 
vision advertising, big govern¬ 
ment, and the like. Brown, in 
a warmed-over campaign 
stump speech, even managed 
to remind the graduating se¬ 
niors that Dianne Feinstein, 
as a candidate for governor a 
couple of years ago, refused 
to attend fund-raisers for her¬ 
self unless guaranteed at least 
$50,000 an appearance (that 
one is really an old line, Jer’). 

Brown, a self-styled pop¬ 
ulist, knows no other life oth¬ 
er than one of privilege as 
part of a wealthy family, and 
is still trying to pass himself 
as a champion of the poor, 
etc. Gimme a break, Jerry. 
Like another sore loser (Ross 
Perot), Brown has set up his 
own grass-roots organization, 
‘“We, the People,” to promote 
his ideas. 

Despite his arrogance, he 
was a hit with the graduating 
class, giving his speech enti¬ 
tled “Oligarchy and the 
Demise of Democratic Poli¬ 
tics” (??) 

In a recent ruling establish¬ 
ing that lesbians can be “legal- 
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ly recognized parents,” the 
Vermont State Supreme 
Court recently ruled that a 
lesbian may adopt the chil¬ 
dren of her partner without 
either woman losing her 
parental rights, overturning a 
lower judge’s ruling that Ver¬ 
mont state law required an 
adopting couple to be mar¬ 
ried. 

A recent poll says that 
more than 40 percent of 
Americans feel that President 
Clinton is not getting a fair 
shake from the national press 
(particularly those headquar¬ 
tered in Washington) and I 
couldn’t agree more; give this 
guy a break. I mean, he’s nev¬ 
er claimed to be Franklin 
Roosevelt or Harry Truman; 
our community is not going 
to be completely satisfied 
with Bill Clinton, but he’s like 
a breath of fresh air after 12 
years of the anti-gay Reagan 
and Bush administrations. 

But will Supreme Court- 
designate Ruth Bader Gins- 
burg be as pro-gay as she ap¬ 
parently is pro-woman (or 
anywhere as near so)? On 
this, we’ll have to wait and 
see. 

For some reason I have 
never been a political fan of 
FBI Director William Ses¬ 
sions and only this week he 
said he would have to be per¬ 
sonally asked by President 


Clinton before he will step 
down (even though he techni¬ 
cally works for Attorney Gen¬ 
eral Janet Reno, who report¬ 
edly wants him out). So ask, 
Mr. President, ask. Incidental¬ 
ly, for those who might want 
to meet the FBI chief before 
he is kicked out, he will be 
guest speaker at tomorrow’s 
luncheon meeting of the Com¬ 
monwealth Club at the Hilton 
Hotel (Friday, June 25; 597- 
6705 for tix and info) 

By taking his relatively un¬ 
known candidate for mayor, 
Richard Riordan, from politi- 
- cal obscurity to mayor-elect of 
L.A., San Francisco’s honcho 
political consultant Clint Reil¬ 
ly is back atop the heap; Reil¬ 
ly, who has as meiny political 
enemies as friends here, got a 
lot of help, though, from a $12 
million bankroll to help his 
candidate, a Republican. 

Supervisor Susan Leal is 
meiking points fast with just 
about everyone who’s had 
any contact with her; she’s 
clearly a good appointment. 

Look for Republican Gov¬ 
ernor Pete Wilson to appoint 
Supervisor Tom Hsieh to the 
state Board of Education, pos¬ 
sibly right after the first of 
next month. Hsieh’s replace¬ 
ment? I hear Ted Fang does 
not wcint the job, but his 
brother James might. 

And on another political 
family: Jeb Bush, son of for¬ 
mer president George, will 
run for governor of Florida 
next year while another Bush 
son, George Jr., will run for 
governor of Texas. 

Gossip columns and wire 
services were hot last week 
over the announcement that 
Nicole Boxer, daughter of the 
senator, would marry Hillary 
Rodham Clinton’s brother, 
Anthony Rodham next year 
(am item that was printed in 
this column weeks ago). 

Bad news: Surgeon Gener¬ 
al Antonia Novella an¬ 
nounced this week that His- 
panics make up 17 percent of 
the nation’s AIDS cases and 
are contracting the disease 
faster than any other group. 

A bright, young political 
comer? Look for Andrew 
Clark, an assistant district at¬ 
torney in Arlo Smith’s office, 
to take the political plunge in 
a couple of years; Clark, a 
hometown native, is married 
to a granddaughter of former 
Governor Edmund “Pat’’ 
Brown — father of the afore- 
trashed Jerry Brown — and is 
thought to be interested in a 
congressional seat. (Are you 
reading this one. Representa¬ 
tive Lantos?) 

On and on she goes: Eliza¬ 
beth Taylor’s mere presence 
brought over $1 million at 
AmFAR’s “Art Against 
AIDS” benefit in Venice last 
week, before she was off to 
yet another dinner where she 
made an impassioned speech 
against the disease, along 
with Dr. Mathilde Krim, 
where more money was 
raised to fight the deadly dis¬ 
ease; if only we had a hun¬ 
dred more like her. 

A letter-writer says about 
Beirry Goldwater’s endorse¬ 
ment of gays and lesbians in 
the militeu^r: Buchanan, Nunn, 
Dole, and Schlafly are the 
demagogues; “Goldwater is 
the true conservative. His 
words should be engraved on 
the walls of Congress and all 
50 statehouses. “Government 
governs best when it governs 
least — and stays out of the 
impossible task of legislating 
morality.” ▼ 




Convenient Union Square Location 
Most Insurance Accepted 
450 Sutter T Suite 2320 
e. 397t2500 



Allen Wood, D C., C.C.S.P.* 

Offering Excellence in the Treatment 
of Auto, Work and Sports Injuries 


♦Certified Chiropractic Sports Practitioner 

(415) 563-1655 

3727 Buchanan Street, Suite 310 
San Francisco, CA 94123 


Award Winning 
Landscape Designs 

by ^o£an DGiMsirom 

Unique Colorful Plants 
Low in Mciintenance Water Use 
Environment Budget Friendly Designs 
Lush Fragrant Colorful Gardens that Bloom All Year! 




Free 

Estimates 


Residential 

Commercial 


(415)661-2763 

Complete Garden Design, Planning Project Management 


COMPETENCE • SENSITIVIIY • INTEGRITY 



ROGER S. GROSS 

affofvtay a/ /ato 


SPECIALIZING IN 
-WILLS AND TRUSTS -PROBATE 
-PERSONAL TRANSACTIONS 
-SMALL BUSINESS ASSISTANCE 
-BANKRUPTCY 


t/ic co/n/nmi/fy ,s//ice /})7 



BAY AREA REPORTER JUNE 24, 1993 PAGE 9 





































































Conked Out 


A Blond Leading the... 


by Dennis Conkin 

T he hair around my 
temples is grayer this 
year than last, and the 
lines are getting deep 
and set around my eyes. I’ve 
lost a little punch in this, the 
signal year of my official-over- 
the-hill-dotage, but as the 
world-heralded San Francisco 
Lesbian and Gay Freedom 
Day Parade and Celebration 
rolls around, there’s still 
something burning in my 40 
year-old heart that seems re¬ 
lentless. 

Gay liberation, for me, is 
about the right to love. 

Trouble is, I’ve learned 
this year that I don’t really 
know much about how to 
love. 

There’s been a lot of press 
the last few years about 
whether sexual orientation is 
genetic or a social construc¬ 
tion, but I’ve been wondering 
lately the same thing about 
my models for relationship. 

Where do they come from? 

I think I know — and I’ve 
been busy for the last year 
trying to exorcise the straight, 
white male demons; thank 
you Aaron Shurin. 

I know some of the 
younger queers would say 
that I should exorcise the gay, 
white male demon while I’m 
at it, but that’s another story; 
one my Native American fa¬ 


ther might have appreciated. 

I know that there are those 
who would say that love’s a 
luxury — and that I’m speak¬ 
ing from a position of privi¬ 
lege because I am HIV-nega¬ 
tive, I’m not homeless any¬ 
more or unemployed, I am a 
reasonably skilled writer, and 
such. 


And there are others far 
more educated and equipped 
to speak to the other burning 
issues facing our community 
that are reflected in the news 
stories I and the rest of the 
staff serve up to readers ev¬ 
ery week in the Bay Area Re¬ 
porter. 

But love’s not a luxury — 
and neither is hope. They are 
both central themes in the 
struggle for gay liberation, a 
struggle that’s finally about 
the liberation of the entire hu¬ 
man race. 

God, how terminally, senti- 
mentailly, blonde. 

We have a right to love 
and we are making a better 
world. 

I hope Jesse Helms chokes 
on that. 

My own particular vision 
isn’t as mainstream or as cen¬ 
trist as the vision that’s 
pushed as the gay agenda by 


groups like the Human 
Rights Campaign Fund or the 
National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force or even the Alice 
B. Toklas Lesbian and Gay 
Democratic Club. 

I don’t really get why gay 
people would want to be in 
the military, but that’s be¬ 
cause I was a draft resister 
during the Vietnam War, but 
conversely I like most of the 
gay cops I know — and I also 
like most of the street ac¬ 
tivists I know, so it’s a real 
mixed, not very politically 
correct bag for me, this year. 

Live and let live. 

And, since I really believe 
all the stuff I’ve just said. I’ve 
been taking a few baby steps 
over the last year to clean up 
a lifetime of mess that’s 
clouded my confused vision — 
and left me stuck and impris¬ 
oned. 

I got tested. 

I realized how deeply an¬ 
gry I was. How scared. 

I searched for and found 
some resources to begin to 
help me heal the wounds of 
homophobia; the wounded 
2 uid abusive rage from a life¬ 
time of psychiatric, institu¬ 
tional anti-gay violence that 
has been a heavy monkey on 
my back. 

I’ve made a little progress. 

And my se 2 U'ch for healing 
has been aided by the contri¬ 
butions of so meiny people — 
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IN CELEBRATION OF GAY PRIDE 

A two man Installation & Art Exhibition 

by ^ 

New York Artist, Anthony A. Manglicmot' ^ 


San Francisco Artist, Steve Tracy 


69 Belcher Street Studios 

Between 14th and Duboce Sts. one block west of Church St. 


Opening Reception June 25th 
6:00 P. M. to 9:00 P. M. 


Galleiy Hours 1:00 P. M. to 7:00 I 
Saturday, June 26th, Sunday, June 



from an uncompromisingly 
honest and loving renegade 
lesbian minister whose part¬ 
ner will soon bear their ex¬ 
pected child — to a weekly 
support group at MOVE, 
Men Overcoming Violence — 
to the special affection of 
friends (one in particular) and 
co-workers and colleagues 
who’ve seen me through aw¬ 
fully rough times. 

We each have our stories — 
about where we’ve come 
from and where we are head¬ 
ed in our pilgrimage from 
first breath to last gasp for 


Jordan 

(Continued from page 1) 

AIDS/SIDA and the AIDS Of¬ 
fice of the San Francisco 
Department of Public Health. 

And the year’s end brought 
my office together with San 
Francisco Artspace and Visual 
AIDS of New York, organizers 
of the third annual “Night 
Without Ligjit.” Presiding over 
an official dimming ceremony 
at City Hall, I joined many of 
you in observing an interna¬ 
tional effort to increase aware¬ 
ness of the AIDS crisis. We 
also arranged for buildings, 
landmarks and bridges across 
the city to turn out their lights. 

1993 started with another 
moment of recognition, and a 
strong example of the power of 
actions rather than words; The 
flags over City Hall were 
lowered to half-mast and five 
minutes of silence were held to 
mark the 10,000 deaths from 
AIDS in San Francisco. Later 
that month, I did not simply 
pay lip service to the concern 
of gays in the military — I ad¬ 
dressed President Clinton 
directly that “the time for lif¬ 
ting the military’s ban against 
gays and lesbians is past due.” 

I followed this up by gathering 
the City’s police chief and the 
commmanders of the local 
Army and Navy bases to 
declare that hate crimes will 
not be tolerated in any manner. 

This spring got started with 
our joint effort to assist lesbian 
and gay youth in securing 
$500,000 to open a lesbian/ 
gay/youth center in the Castro. 
Later in April, the March on 
Washington offered a dramat¬ 
ic symbol of the strength of 
diverse gay communities 
across the country working 
together to advance multiple 
agendas. Although I officially 
endorsed the march, verbal 
support of such a major human 
rights event would not suffice. 

I made sure my office was 
represented at the march and 
directed by aides to lobby 
the California delegation of 
behalf of gay issues while they 
were there. 

This pzist month in Wash¬ 
ington, strong words were 
used not against, but in 
defense of a specific member 
of the community. I took action 
by issuing a direct attack on 
the intolerance and homopho¬ 
bia of Jesse Helms and other 
US. Senators during Roberta 
Achtenber’s confirmation 
hearings, and together we sent 
the message that all com¬ 
munities must unite to prevent 
discrimination. Following 
Roberta Achtenberg’s resigna¬ 
tion, I respected the need to 
maintain a lesbiaui seat on the 


thought, and my story is no 
more or less dramatic than 
anybody else’s. 

That’s my point, I guess. 

Gay Pride Week means 
different things to different 
people: our cultural expres¬ 
sions and beliefs are diverse, 
and we all have our chal¬ 
lenges and problems, but we 
come together once a year to 
mark how far we’ve come in 
the struggle for freedom, for 
the right to love. 

And, to celebrate that. I’m 
learning how to love. Now it’s 
time to dance. T 



Board with my appointment of 
Susan Leal, a lesbian Latina. I 
respected the lesbian and gay 
community’s request that the 
Board of Supervisors mirror 
the diverse makeup of our city, 
and that the constituency with 
whom Susan is associated will 
continue to have a voice in 
local government. 

June has returned, and the 
difficult decisions that accom¬ 
pany the budget consume my 
days. San Francisco faces the 
worst deficit in its history, but 
I am committed to maintaining 
funds to assist the variety of 
special needs within the les¬ 
bian and gay community. I 
refused to cut any funding 
from AIDS programs, and 
have also restored enough 
money to the health depart¬ 
ment to guarantee full funding 
of Ryan White Care. In fact, we 
will receive $16 million more 
in Ryan White Care funding 
than we originally expected 
this year, and I am pushing to 
increase Ryan White AIDS 
subsidies another $17 million 
in 1994-95. 

The year has come full cir¬ 
cle, and so has the mood of this 
month. June began with disap¬ 
pointment over necessary bud¬ 
get cutbacks, and ends with 
elation over the celebration of 
Gay Pride. During the Gay 
Parade, members of San Fran- 
cisco’s gay and straight com¬ 
munities will walk for differ¬ 
ent reasons — but they will 
walk together for the larger 
issue of human rights. Realiz¬ 
ing that words used to keep us 
apart will only delay the 
united effort required to move 
ahead on gay fronts, I hope that 
all San Franciscans will em¬ 
brace the need for diversiy. 
The Parade may end, but may 
the excitement and exhilara¬ 
tion of this week continue to 
build momentum and energize 
our progress throughout the 
next year. ▼ 
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The Outer Limit 



One of three triangles included in Amsterdam's Homomonu¬ 
ment, a memorial to victims of homophobia. (Photo: Rick Gerharten 


Amsterdamn 

Lesbian 


by Rachel Pepper 

B icycle terrorism: that 
was my initial impres¬ 
sion of Amsterdam, 
when, emerging from 
Central Station, bags in hand, 
I almost got run over by a 
herd of black bicycles. Bells 
clanging, they swept past me 
and every other tourist who 
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dared step off the curb into 
their lane without looking. As 
I stepped back up onto the 
safety of the sidewalk, I real¬ 
ized the irony of being a mo¬ 
torcycle-driving dyke scared 
off the street by a couple of 
straight girls on bikes. 

“Welcome to Amsterdam,” 
said my friend Rapid with a 
smile. 

Of course, within a few 
days I’d adjusted to looking 
both ways for bikes before I 
crossed the street. And soon 
enough, the racks of identical 
single speed black bikes you 
see everywhere looked not 
sinister but familiar, an every¬ 
day fact of life in Holland. As 
the country is so flat, people 
cycle places rather than drive,; 
and they manage quite well 
without the fancy 21-speed 
mountain bikes we West 
Coasters pay big money for, 
only to lose them to theft sev¬ 
eral months later. Of course, 
dykes on bikes takes on quite 
a different meaning in Ams¬ 
terdam than it does in SF, so 
getting a backseat sidesaddle 
ride about town from Rapid 
let me know our friendship 
was sealed. 

Besides bicycling, the oth¬ 
er way to get around town 
cheaply is to walk. Which I 
did, sometimes for up to five 
hours a day, up and down the 
canals, usually getting com¬ 
pletely lost. Those miles 
added up, and even though I 
stopped every afternoon for 
lunch and the compulsory dai¬ 


ly consumption of Cappucci¬ 
no and applecake, by the end 
of the week I’d lost three 
pounds. 

Coming as it did at the 
very end of my seven-week 
journey, it was hard for me to 
play tourist in Amsterdam. I 
guess I was almost all sight- 
seed out, and there are only 
so many museums you can go 
to before you just can’t look 
at another painting. Since I’d 
already done New York’s 
Met, Guggenheim and Whit¬ 
ney, London’s National 
Gallery, the Museum of Lon¬ 
don, and the Tate, I didn’t 
feel too badly about missing 
Amsterdam’s Rijksmuseum. I 
did go to the World Press 
Photo show, the Van Gogh 
Museum, and the home of 
Anne Frank, where I stood 
teary-eyed in the tiny bed¬ 
room in which she wrote her 
now famous diary. Needless 
to say, a pilgrimage to the Ho¬ 
momonument, really just a 
large triangular slab of pink¬ 
ish marble by the water, was 
both mandatory and moving. 

Still, what I enjoyed most 
about Amsterdam were the 
cafes. Many are located right 
at the edge of the canals so 
you can sit, sip, and watch the 
boats go by. Most of these 
boats are tours like the 
“Canal Bus” which stop at 
some of the city’s main sites. 
Others are some of Amster¬ 
dam’s 2500 houseboats, al¬ 
though most of these are per¬ 
manently anchored at water’s 
edge. They’re a tradition 
here, as are the brightly paint¬ 
ed squats, the Red Light Dis¬ 
trict filled with sex shops, and 
the “coffeeshops” from which 
you buy pot and hash from 
“menus.” Personally, I recom¬ 
mend “Skunk,” the local 
home-grown. 

Although I loved Amster¬ 
dam, I suspect part of its at¬ 
traction for me was how 
much it reminded me of 
(Continued on page 15) 


Seeing is believing 


New CamoCare Under-Eye Therapy 

Formulated with special Levomenol Camomile, 
it makes puffiness...dark circles...even those 
nasty little lines virtually disappear...naturally! 

Works better than department store brands. 
Works naturally. And costs about half as much. 

Now at leading health food stores like those 
below. Ask about CamoCare Facial Therapy 
with skin-smoothing Camomile. 


Try CamoCare Under Eye 
TTierapy and Save $2.00 


Redeem when purchasing any CamoCare product except trial 
sizes. Deduct $2.00 from the regular retail price. Limit one 
coupon per purchase. Retailer ABKTT, INC. pays for value 
plus $.08 hilling subject to offer tenns. Cash value 1/20 of a 

I cent Valid only at time of purchase by private RETAIL 

customer. Consumer is liable for sales tax. Proof of sufficient 

I stock purchase to cover redemptions needed. Void if 

reproduced, taxed, restricted or prohibited. Mail to ABKIT, 

INC., 130 East 93id Street (flB, New York, NY 10128. 

I^Expires 12/31/93 B.A.I^ 

1-800-CAMOCARE EXT. 104 OR 117 



Au Natural 
Buffalo Whole Foods 
Buffalo Whole Foods 
New West Natural Foods 
Rainbow General Store 
Real Food Company 
Real Food Company 
Real Food Company 
Skin Zone 

Thoms Natural Food 
Vibrant Health 


2370 Market Street 
598 Castro Street 
1058 Hyde Street 
970 Market Street 
1899 Mission Street 
2140 Polk Street 
1240 Sutter Street 
3939 24th Street 
575 Castro Street 
5843 Geary Blvd. 
2301 Market Street 


(415)431-9963 
(415) 626-7038 
(415) 474-3053 
(415) 775-7760 
(415) 863-9200 
(415) 673-7420 
(415) 474-8488 
(415) 282-9500 
(415) 626-7933 
(415) 387-6367 
(415) 863-6369 



Castro Fair 467-3354 
Dore Alley 648-3247 
Folsom Fair 648-3247 


INFO 



THE PRESSURE!! 


BROTHERS, CAN YOU COPE? 

THE AFRICAN AMERICAN MEN’S COPING PROJECT 

NEEDS YOU 

TO PARTICIPATE IN A PAID STUDY ON 
HOW YOU’RE COPING WITH STRESS IN YOUR LIFE. 


IF YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE TO THIS IMPORTANT STUDY 
PLEASE GIVE US A CALL AT (415) 597-9290. 

THANK YOU BROTHER FOR SPARING THE TIME. 
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Community News 


Keith Meinhold presents San Francisco Police Chief Anthony Ribera with an American flag in 
appreciation of Ribera's support for lifting the military ban on gays. (Photo: Judi Parks) 


You Are Invited To 

1600 Clay Street • (415)567-9080 
San Francisco, CA 94109 
The Reverend Elder Roy Birchard, Interim Pastor 

12:45 pm Sunday — Worship & Holy Communion 
Serving The Gay & Lesbian Community 


PSYCHOTHERAPY CONSULTATION 


ROBERT MEYERS, MFCC 

INDIVIDUALS & COUPLES 
Personal Growth - Life Transition Issues 
HIV & AIDS Concerns 
Anxiety - Pain Management 
Relationships - Depression 


Insurance Accepted 
Sliding Fee Scale 


(415) 621-4974 


NEED TO TALK? 
J 


AIDS/HIV 

NIGHTLINE 


5 P.M. TO 5 A.M. SEVEN NIGHTS A WEEK 


Gay Military Leaders Tell 
Clinton: You Can't Ban Us 


By Judi Parks 

Hundreds of lesbian and 
gay former military personnel 
and their supporters rallied at 
the Herbst 'Theatre last week 
to let Bill Clinton know the 
community will hold him ac¬ 
countable to keep his promise 
to lift the ban on gays in the 
military. 

The redly, billed as “You 
Can’t Ban Us,” was led by a 
“who’s who” list of gay mili¬ 
tary leaders from around the 
United States, plus one man, 
Robert Farley, who is now fa¬ 
mous for not being gay —be¬ 
cause he was kicked out of 
the military after his drill in¬ 
structor suspected he was. 

Farley was joined on stage 
by his wife, Shirley, as he 
talked to the audience about 
the unfairness of the ban and 
the effects it has had on his 
life since he was discharged 
as a suspected homosexual. 

The list of speakers includ¬ 
ed Petty Officer Keith Mein¬ 
hold, whose U.S. Navy dis¬ 
charge was overturned by a 
Federal District Court of Ap¬ 
peals; Naval Reserve Lieu¬ 


tenant Zoe Dunning, who was 
discharged last week despite 
the Meinhold ruling; former 
Army Soldier of the Year, 
Sergeant Joe Zuniga, a highly 
decorated hero; and Farley. 

The serious crowd that 
came to deliver a strong mes¬ 
sage to President Clinton 
screamed and cheered when 
Dunning, dressed in a tank 
top and blue jeans, made a 
fist and flashed a bicep pose, 
surprising everyone. She 
quipped about her discharge, 
“The good thing about it is I 
won’t have to wear 100 per¬ 
cent polyester any more.” 

On a more serious note, 
lesbian Supervisors Carole 
Migden and Susan Leal, and 
attorney Jeffrey Gibson, West 
Coast coordinator of The 
Campaign for Military Ser¬ 
vice, added their voices to the 
message that the gay commu¬ 
nity will not stand back “with¬ 
out massive acts of civil dis¬ 
obedience.” Gibson told the 
audience that if Clinton does 
not keep his promise to lift 
the ban, it will “haunt him 
the rest of his political life.” 

The program also included 


a number of slick video spots 
featuring bios of prominent 
gay former military person¬ 
nel who discuss their military 
service and the importance of 
lifting the ban. 

Keith Meinhold presented 
San Francisco Police Chief 
Anthony Ribera with an 
American flag to symbolize 
his support. The biggest ap¬ 
plause of the evening came 
when Ribera told the crowd 
about his testimony to the 
House Armed Services Com¬ 
mittee and his communica¬ 
tions to General Colin Powell, 
describing his experience 
with lesbians euid gays in the 
police department, urging 
him to overcome his opposi¬ 
tion. 

Ribera received a stand¬ 
ing ovation from the foot- 
stomping, cheering crowd 
when he said, “The gay and 
lesbian officers have been loy¬ 
al to me and made me look 
good and I think I should be 
loyal to them. It [lifting the 
ban] is the right thing to do 
and I hope Washington real¬ 
izes that!” T 


Fight Breaks Out Between 
Shopkeeper and Lesbians 


by Dennis Conkin 

The Marin County District 
attorney has charged Ghazi 
Haddad, the owner of a 
Sausalito tackle and conve¬ 
nience store called the Bait- 
Shop, with battery after a 
June 6 incident involving two 
lesbian physicians. 

Haddad was charged after 
an incident involving Judith 
Rubin and Eulee Yang after a 
dispute that grew into a ver¬ 
bal and physical brawl. 

According to news ac¬ 
counts and a petition circulat¬ 
ed by Spectrum, the Center 
for Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexu¬ 
al Concerns, Rubin, who was 
making a purchase at the 
store, was alerted by her part¬ 
ner Yang that there was a fire 
in their car — and that Hadad 
told the couple that they 
couldn’t borrow a fire extin¬ 
guisher. 

“A verbal argument then 
ensued,” according to the pe¬ 
tition, “and the storekeeper 
yelled, ‘Get the fuck out of 


my store, cunt.’”. As Judith 
ran out of the store, the flyer 
alleges, “She flailed her right 
arm, and knocked several 
pieces of bubble gfum out of a 
small bucket on the counter.” 

Haddad then allegedly fol¬ 
lowed Rubin out of the store 
and punched her in the back 
of the head with a full swing. 

While Rubin was on the 
ground, Haddad is accused of 
kicking her five or six times 
and shouting, “Go Get your 
dildo, you fucking dyke. Why 
don’t you go suck some 
pussy.” 

The Sonoma County cou¬ 
ple aren’t the first to be ha¬ 
rassed by the “hot headed” 
storekeeper,” said Dionn 
Besse, but the incident was 
not classified as a hate crime. 

“Haddad has a reputation 
for being a jerk and this isn’t 
the first customer he’s had a 
negative life experience 
with,” Besse told the Bay 
Area Reporter. 

But Besse said that al- 
thougji a battery has been 


charged, the June 6 incident 
was more of a “mutual com¬ 
bat situation involving the les¬ 
bian couple and the homo- 
phobic storekeeper. 

“All parties involved were 
calling each other names” by 
the time that-Rubin was as¬ 
saulted, Besse said. 

Rubin and Yang had no 
basis for a hate crime, Besse 
said. 

Police couldn’t arrest Had¬ 
dad on the spot because they 
did not see the crime and in¬ 
terviewed witnesses who said 
that 2 ill parties were culpable, 
he said. 

“The ladies decided that 
because of some of the names 
he called them that he hated 
them. There’s no basis to ar¬ 
gue that he hated them, but 
he certainly didn’t like them, 

I can assure you of that,” 
Besse said. 

Felony battery is a crime 
punishable by at least two 
years in state prison upon 
conviction. T 


BAY AREA REPORTER JUNE 24, 1993 PAGE 12 


































Military News 


FEEL BETTER 


New 'Lift the Ban' 
Ad Campaign Begun 


by Karen Ocamb 

An estimated $140,000 was 
raised at a June 18 Hollywood 
event to benefit the Cam¬ 
paign for Military Service Ed¬ 
ucation Fund, the Washington 
D.C-based lesbian and gay or¬ 
ganization that is fighting to 
lift the ban on homosexuals 
in the military. 

The money will go to buy 
air time for two anti-discrim¬ 
ination commercials on televi¬ 
sion stations in several key 
states where Senators are un¬ 
decided on the ban. One com¬ 
mercial focuses on the story 
of Army Sp4 (Sergeant) Jose 
Zuniga, the 1992 Sixth U.S. 
Army Soldier of the Ye 2 U', 
who won a combat medal for 
heroism as a medic during 
the Persian Gulf War and 
was honorably discharged 
from the Army last May after 
he ceune out. It ends with the 
CMS theme: “Soldier. Patriot. 
Gay American.” 

The other commercial 
shows the Vietnam War 
Memorial and the name of 
Donald Winn, who was 
among a number of gays who 
died during the protracted 
war. “Should their names be 
erased from this Wall?” the 
narrator asks? 

As of June 17, CMS advi¬ 
sor David Mixner told the 
crowd of about 300 gathered 
at the Raleigh Studios in Hol¬ 
lywood that while the Senate 
has the power to override the 
order and to write legislation 
codifying the ban, votes from 
only five more ^nators are 
needed to sustain President 
Clinton’s executive order. 

The recent endorsements 
from conservative Republican 
Barry Goldwater, and Viet¬ 
nam medal winners Senator 
Bob Kerry (D-Nebraska), Sen¬ 
ator John Kerry (D-Mas- 
sachusetts) and Senator 
Charles Robb (D- Virginia) for 
an unconditional lifting of the 
ban have breathed new life 
into the campaign, Mixner 
said. Many lesbians and gays 
perceived the campaign to be 
critically wounded after open¬ 


ly gay Representative Barney 
Frank (D-Massachusetts) of¬ 
fered a military compromise 
that some deemed to be just a 
shade better than Georgia 
Democratic Senator Sam 
Nunn‘s “Don’t ask, don’t tell” 
proposal. Both compromises 
would permit lesbians and 
gays in the military as long as 
their sexual orientation is not 
disclosed or uncovered. 

The guests seemed moved 
by the commercials and the 
extemporaneous speeches de¬ 
livered by Zuniga, former 
Army Reservist Colonel Mar- 
garethe Cammermeyer, Navy 
Lieutenants Tracy Thorne and 
Zoe Dunning, and Navy 
petty Officer Keith Meinhold. 
Other lesbian and gay former 
military personnel were pre¬ 
sent as well, including Air 
Force Reservist Major Denny 
Maust who — unlike the oth¬ 
ers — has not been moved to 
inactive duty with suspended 
pay. Yet. 

Some humor also punctu¬ 
ated the evening. Attorney 
Roberta Bennett, who with 
her partner Diane Abbitt 
were among the event’s hosts, 
told how yesirs ago she and 
Abbitt had been concerned 
about keeping their then-draft 
age children out of the mili¬ 
tary. Now, they say, they’re 
concerned about their possi¬ 
bly gay five-year-old grandson 
getting in. 

Dunning, who is appealing 
a June 10 recommendation for 
separation, noted with under¬ 
scored, amused irony that the 
controversy surrounding gays 
in the military spotlighted 
men in showers. She repeated 
the current joke among her 
friends at Alameda Navy Avi¬ 
ation Depot: “Lesbians must 
be getting dry cleaned!” 

All the speakers empha¬ 
sized that the possibility for 
an unconditional lifting of the 
ban is real, but money to air 
the commercials and battle 
the far right’s anti-gay propa¬ 
ganda war is still urgently 
needed. 

In the meantime, the Na¬ 
tional Gay and Lesbian Task 


Force (NGLTF) has sent out a 
Lift the Ban Action Kit with 
instructions on how to help 
lift the ban. Additionally, 
NGLTF is calling for a na¬ 
tional Mobilization Against 
the Ban - “in the tradition of 
the mobilization against 
AIDS and the Vietnam War” 
— on July 4th at Lafayette 
Park across from the White 
House. The gathering would 
be a “kick off action” for a se¬ 
ries of events targeting Clin¬ 
ton and Congress. 

The battle is not over on 
July 15, when Clinton is ex¬ 
pected to issue his executive 
order. “If the Clinton Admin¬ 
istration’s recommendations 
are contrary to Senator 
Nunn’s proposals, we expect 
an anti-gay amendment by 
Nunn to the Senate’s DoD 
(Department of Defense) Au¬ 
thorization bill that will be 
voted on before the August 
congressional recess,” the 
NGLTF report states. “We 
also expect a challenge by 
Senator Dan Coats (R- Indi¬ 
ana), the Senate leader 
against gays in the military,” 
says the NGLTF report. 

There is also some specula¬ 
tion that California Represen¬ 
tative Bob Dornan will offer 
an anti-gay amendment to 
codify the ban when the 
House considers the DoD Au¬ 
thorization bill this week. If 
the issue is not settled in July, 
there may be further congres¬ 
sional consideration during 
DoD Authorization bill dis¬ 
cussions in September and 
October. 

CMS and NGLTF urgent¬ 
ly request that lesbians and 
gays immediately tell their 
elected representatives, “Free¬ 
dom can’t be compromised! 
Compromised Freedom is 
NO freedom at all!” 

For more information or 
to help the CMS effort to air 
commercials in targeted 
states, call: (202) 265-6666. For 
the NGLTF Lift the Ban Ac¬ 
tion Kit or more information 
on the July 4th Mobilization, 
call Tanya Domi at (202) 332- 
6483, extension 3308. ▼ 


What Does 'Don't Ask, Don't 
Tell' Mean? GOPs Wonder, Too 


United Press International 

WASHINGTON - Senator 
Dan Coats (R-Indiana), has 
sent a letter to Defense ^cre- 
tary Les Aspin cautioning 
him about the phrasing of the 
“don’t ask, don’t tell” compro¬ 
mise now being considered 
for lesbians and gays in the 
military. 

Coats, a veteran and a 
member of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee, said in 
his letter to Aspin that the 
phrasing of the policy raises a 
number of questions. 

“I wrote Les Aspin be¬ 
cause it is vital to the future 
of our military and the securi¬ 
ty of our country that some 
very significant questions be 
answered before a ‘don’t ask, 
don’t tell’ policy is consid¬ 


ered,” Coats said. 

In a speech before the Sen¬ 
ate, which was included in 
the correspondence to Aspin, 
Coats raised several issues 
about the compromise pro¬ 
posals. They incude: 

“What does ‘don’t ask’ 
mean? I think the answer is 
by no means obvious. 

“Does ‘don’t ask’just apply 
to recruiters or the process 
which a new recruit goes 
through before he enters the 
military? How about a doc¬ 
tor? Does a doctor who dis¬ 
covers that a patient is a ho¬ 
mosexual report that to his 
commander? 

“How about security clear¬ 
ance investigators? How about 
military commanders con¬ 
cerned about the morale and 
effectiveness of their units? 


How is a commander to deal 
with a serviceman who at¬ 
tends a gay church or a gay 
bar, marches in a gay parade 
or reads gay material on 
base? 

“What if another soldier on 
base reports that he has wit¬ 
nessed homosexual conduct? 
Can a commander pursue an 
investigation based on this 
alone? 

“With a new definition of 
‘telling,’ will the Department 
of Defense be caught up in lit¬ 
igation?” 

Coats’s concerns, while 
voiced by a conservative who 
has shown his hostility to les¬ 
bians and gays in the past, 
shows that he shares their 
concerns, when it comes to 
the military ban issue. ▼ 



Free Chiropractic Exam 
with this Ad 

Doctor David Mahon 
1295 Church St. S.F. 

647-6885 

Sliding scale for PWAs 



”A professional attitude, plus integrity and 
hard work equal quality service” 

MICHAEL C. DILLON 

MARIN COUNTY 

Residential & Investment Properties 

(415)258-1512 

R(^Ma\ of Central Matin, 523 Fourth Street, 
Suite 200, San Rafael, CA »4901 


• Residential 

• Commercial 

• Investment 


AT YOUR 
SERVICE 


PETER BETCHER REAL ESTATE 
415 - 554-0210 • 800 - 777-7174 

108 Eureka Street, at 18th Street 



COMING SOON 


America’s First 

Les5ian/Qatf 



Wedding !faire 


July 25 - August 8 

Admission Free 


Metropolitan Community Church 
of San Francisco 

150 Exireka Street, San Francisco • 415/863-4434 

Sunday Services at 9:00 am, 11:00 am & 7:00 pm 

Rev. Jim Mitulski, Senior Pastor • Rev. Shama Sutherin, Associate Pastor 
Mr. Ed Wolf, HIV Program Director • Mr. Paul Vierra, Director of Administration 


•BoS & jerry Qet Married ^506 & gevry 


a typical, and sometimes 
atypical, solemn yet hilarious 

Qay Weddiny & Hi^ception 

July 30 & 31 • August 6 & 7 
Tickets $25 

Ticket Sales Begin July 6 


COMING SOON 
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California News 


THE SMOOTH TOUCH OF SUMMER 

Enjoy the smooth touch of your skin by 
eliminating unwanted hair—anywhere: 
shoulders & back, penis and scrotum, 
buttocks, arms or legs, chest, abdomen, 
perineum/rectal areas, nape of the neck 
plus moustache, beard, eyebrow shaping. 
Electrolysis: The safe, sterile process of 
permanent hair removal takes time, so 
start now and look great for the Summer. 
Call for a complimentary consultation. 

ACCEPT ONLY THE BEST 
CASTRO VILLAGE ELECTROLYSIS 

CHUCK JOHNSON ARCY ALEXANDRE 

821-1113 

712A CASTRO ST.. SAN FRANCISCO. CA 94114 


Mutual Funds • Tax Exempt 
Bonds • Stocks • IRA/KEOGH 


A Stockbrokerage Company 
Exclusively Serving the 
Needs of Gays & Lesbians 

New Dimension 
Financial^ Inc. 

( 800 ) 995-9114 

2646 Sunset Street • Son Diego, CA 92110 


Gay Owned & Operated 
Member SIPC • Member NASD 





Mark Forston, Fresno Gay 
Hacker, Sentenced to Six Years 


by Karen Ocamb 

“I consider this to be an in¬ 
credible miscarriage of jus¬ 
tice,” said computer expert 
Robert Murray, referring to a 
six-year, four-month sentence 
handed down to Fresno com¬ 
puter buff Mark Forston on 
Monday, June 21. 

As previously reported in 
the Bay Area Reporter, 
Forston was tried on charges 
of sodomy of a minor and at¬ 
tempted child molestation — 
the latter charge based on al¬ 
legations Forston “sent” 
pornographic pictures on a 
computer bulletin board. De¬ 
spite the impossibility of 
forcibly transmitting anything 
through such a device — and 
serious credibility problems 
on the part of the minor in 
question — the Fresno jury re¬ 
turned a guilty verdict on 
May 17 that will put Forston 
behind bars almost until the 
end of the millennium. 

Murray, a heterosexual, 
served as the pro bono chief 
investigator for Forston’s pub¬ 
lic defender and helped bring 
in experts and witnesses who 
undermined the prosecution’s 
case. It is his contention that 
the guilty verdict was based 
on facts other than those pre¬ 
sented by the prosecution, a 
feeling shared by many court¬ 
room observers. 

“That jury just looked at 
Merlin [Mark’s given name] 
and said ‘He’s queer. Let’s 
hang his ass.’ As God is my 
witness, they didn’t listen to 
any of the damn testimony,” 
said Forston’s older brother 
Jim, 55, in a June 21 inter¬ 
view, just hours after the sen¬ 
tencing. “I feel the gay com¬ 
munity let my brother down. 
These guys ran scared like a 
bunch of jack rabbits and 
now they’re going to pay for 
it. If they run a gay computer 
bulletin board and he finds 
any dirty pictures, this man’ll 
get them. It’s open season on 
gays and they just gave him a 
hunting license.” 

The “him” is Detective 
Frank Clark, a Christian fun¬ 
damentalist Fresno Police of¬ 
ficer who — with the help of 
pervasive homophobia, irre¬ 
sponsible journalists, and 
frenzied, mistake prone-public 
defenders — used the accusa¬ 
tion of an 19-year old gay 
with a history of drug use to 
“prove” that Forston lured 


boys to his bulletin board 
(BBS) for illicit sexual purpos¬ 
es. 

When the B.A.R first 
launched its own investiga¬ 
tion into the computer/ 
sodomy charges in 
April of 1992, Forston was 
screaming his innocence and 
charging police entrapment, 
invasion of his computer pri¬ 
vacy, improper search and 
seizure, and religious zeedotry. 
He also swore that the young 
man, whom he had never 
met, was lying and seeking 
revenge for being kicked off 
the bbs two years earlier. 

The problem — no one 
would listen. Forston, a wall¬ 
paper hanger who lived with 
and took care of his 93-year- 
old mother and invalid broth¬ 
er, was too poor to hire a 
criminal lawyer, experts to as¬ 
sist in the investigation, or a 
public relations firm to 
counter the barrage of damag¬ 
ing publicity generated daily 
by the police and a ratings- 
hungry media. 

And besides, he was an 
older gay man with an invisi¬ 
ble social life. Maybe, mused 
some gays in Fresno and San 
Francisco, the charges were 
true. Ironically, the friends 
who have stuck by Forston 
throughout the whole ordeal 
have been his family and his 
heterosexual friends from the 
gay, lesbian, bisexual comput¬ 
er bulletin board system 
(BBS) he operated for three 
and a half years. A few gays 
friends helped for a while, 
but when it appeared the 
Fresno police would win, 
they essentially went into hid¬ 
ing. 


A history of the case 

The story began in March 
of 1992, when Detective Clark 
initiated an investigation of 
Forston upon receiving a 
“complaint” about a pe¬ 
dophile in Fresno. The com¬ 
plaint later turned out to be 
from a county security 
guard/police informant/com¬ 
puter buff — who, ironically, 
was later indicted for stealing 
county computers. He was an 
unimpeached prosecution wit¬ 
ness at the trial. 

Clark, who identified him¬ 
self as a computer expert to 
the media, claimed he had 
signed on Forston’s Designer 


BBS as a 15-year-old, and was 
given access to gay porno¬ 
graphic pictures that Forston 
“sent” him over the wire. 
Forston had been alerted to 
“something strange” happen¬ 
ing on his BBS by a lesbian 
member, but he thought it 
was sabotage from a local 
fundamentalist computer ri¬ 
val. 

When Forston was arrest¬ 
ed on March 14, Clark and his 
partner Joel Popejoy began 
what would be a series of 
news conferences touting 
Forston’s arrest as a pe¬ 
dophile and child molester. 
The television media had a 
field day, using computer gen¬ 
erated heterosexual Pent- 
house-type pictures to illus¬ 
trate the “raw sex” allegedly 
available and used as an en¬ 
ticement to minors on 
Forston’s BBS. 

Ten days after Forston’s 
arrest (but before he was as¬ 
signed a public defender) 
Clark spoke as a self-de¬ 
scribed “servant of Jesus 
Christ” before an Assembly of 
God congregation about the 
evils of computer bulletin 
boards — the “pool h 2 ills” of 
this generation. He also 
talked specifically about 
Forston’s case. 

“The investigation ensued 
and we wound up talking to a 
man who was arrested — 
Mark Forston — and he sent 
pornographic pictures of 
young men having sex with 
young men to me thinking I 
was 15 years of age,” Clark 
said on a videotape seen by 
this reporter. “And then he 
tried to seduce me and he 
met me for the purpose of 
having a sexual date. And in¬ 
stead he went to jail.” 

Clark also relayed how the 
congregation’s pastor had as¬ 
sured him that “The Lord has 
prepared you for such a time 
as this” — and would not let 
him get sucked back into his 
own previous problem of a 
“desire to look at pornogra¬ 
phy.” He also indicated that 
his department had initially 
tried to stop the investigation 
because, Clark said, “the ho¬ 
mosexuals are going to sue 
us.” 

Finally, Clark summed up 
his lecture/sermon, “This is 

(Continued on next page) 
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spiritual warfare. ... Mark 
Forston and other people like 
him are not the enemy, Satan 
is the enemy.” He asked to be 
God’s “ambassador on this 
earth.” 

The tape was never admit¬ 
ted into evidence at the tried 
but it so irritated Forston that 
he initiated a $2.5 million 
slander suit against the city — 
which, case-watchers believe, 
is why the city spared no ex¬ 
pense to go after him. If he 
was proved guilty of the 
felony charges, the slander 
suit would be moot. 

Incidentally, Forston had 
never met Clark as alleged. 

About a month after the 
massive publicity given 
Forston’s arrest and initial 
court hearings, an 18-year-old 
boy came forward, claiming 
to have been raped by 
Forston when the boy was 16. 
A local news station repeated¬ 
ly pressed the story with a se¬ 
ries of “exclusive” interviews 
with the boy — photographed 
in shadow — and his mother. 

In the interviews the boy 
said he went to Forston’s 
home to learn about “man¬ 
hood” and to help the 49-year- 
old computer buff fix his 
computer. Then, the boy told 
reporter Brian Glaser, 
Forston “locked the door,” 
talked about Satan, and 
threatened to kill him before 
he raped him. He had since 
been suicidal. The boy’s 
mother called Forston a “de¬ 
ranged monster.” 

Only as an apparent af¬ 
terthought did Glaser men¬ 
tion that the 93-year-old moth¬ 
er said there were no locks on 
Forston’s bedroom door and 
that there never had been any 
unaccompanied teenage boys 
to their house, Glaser was lat¬ 
er arrested for growing mari¬ 
juana in his apartment and 
left the state. 

Forston went through two 
public defenders, having 
problems with each. Neither 
asked for a change of venue, 
for instance, although his case 
had received more publicity 
than local murders of teenage 
boys. Neither seemed to un¬ 
derstand the nature of gom- 
puters either — that it is im¬ 
possible for the computer sys¬ 
tem operator to “send” any 
material. The receiver on a 
computer modem must initi¬ 
ate a series of actions to 
“download” a file. Additional¬ 
ly, the “X-rated” material 
Forston had on his BBS was 
invisible to anyone who was 


not a private member with a 
specific access code. 

But during the trial, Mur¬ 
ray’s experts explained all 
this and suggested that Clark 
may have tampered with the 
computer evidence. Clark pre¬ 
sented cleaned up, speaker- 
identified computer printouts 
of what he said he “captured” 
off-screen during his comput¬ 
er conversations with 
Forston. The original “cap¬ 
tured” screen would not have 
the speakers identified. Addi¬ 
tionally, Clark admitted that 
he used a computer expert 
and a word processor pro¬ 
gram to break into and deci¬ 
pher Forston’s computer files. 

During the B.A.R.’s investi¬ 
gation, a number of people 
were interviewed who serious¬ 
ly damaged the young accus¬ 
er’s credibility and told of di¬ 
rect experience with him, both 
sexually and as a drug 
user/dealer. None of these peo¬ 
ple were called to testify on 
Forston’s behalf. None of the 
people the B.A.R. found 
whose children used Forston’s 
BBS were called to testify 
about Forston’s character and 
computer ethics. And much of 
the testimony of a psychiatrist 
who relayed the young m£in’s 
poly-substance abuse and sex¬ 
ual history was not admitted 
into evidence as being “too 
prejudicial.” 

The prosecution, on the 
other hand, flew in “computer 
experts” from Pennsylvania — 
whose testimony was discred¬ 
ited by Murray’s experts. But, 
said Murray, “basically the 
jury didn’t believe our experts 
because our experts weren’t 
law enforcement.” 

Other experts and witness¬ 
es also “mis-testified” said 
Murray. Others, including the 
boy’s mother — whose testimo¬ 
ny was initially undermined — 
were allowed to come back 
and change or “rehabilitate” 
their testimony. This de¬ 
stroyed the critical element of 
“reasonable doubt” in jurors’ 
minds, Murray believes. They 
apparently opted to believe 
the testimony of law enforce¬ 
ment, the boy, and his mother 
over that of confusing comput¬ 
er experts and a gay man. 

Forston plans to file an ap¬ 
peal. There is some question 
about whether or not Forston 
will have to pay his teenage 
accuser $10,000 in emotional 
damages. Forston’s mother 
says she doesn’t think she’ll be 
alive to see her son free again. 
Meanwhile, Mark Forston sits 
in prison, still protesting his 
innocence. ▼ 


Pepper 

(Continued from page It) 

home. Ironically, once I real¬ 
ized this, I couldn’t wait to 
leave. So despite my enjoy¬ 
ment of the city’s markets 
and cafes, its queer book¬ 
stores, its women-only bar, 
Cafe Saarein, and De Trut, 
the squatters club where 
Rapid and her boy pal .Fajo 
tossed each other around the 
dance floor, I realized that I’d 
have to come back another 
time to truly appreciate it. 

After all, seven weeks 
without your own bed and 
the sexy girl who shares it 
with you is a long time. Being 
away from San Fran all that 
while apparently freed me to 
love it again, and what better 
time to come back home than 
June? The weather’s perfect, 
the days are long, and the 
high holy gay days are upon 
us. There’s enough queer 


pride in the air to make even 
the most hardened local cyn¬ 
ics smile, even if it’s just to 
smirk at all the tourists de¬ 
scending in droves for our 
much debated little Year of 
the Queer. 

So I’ve been savoring San 
Francisco again, from that 
first latte at Cafe Flore to the 
last bite of tofu in tomato 
sauce at Tulan’s. I’ve played 
the violin at the “wedding” of 
two dyke friends, sat in the 
sun at Delores Park, and 
stood on the corner of Castro 
and Market on the film fest’s 
opening night as spotlights 
sliced the sky and the roar 
from a dozen dykes on bikes 
made my heart race. The 
community here may be 
flawed by infighting and the 
isms, but it’s still the best 
place in the country to be 
queer. 

Happy Queer Pride Day, 
San Francisco, and I’ll see 
you all at the Parade! ▼ 
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Community News 


Open Gay Seeks 
State Assembly Seat 


By Karen Ocamb 

John Laird, the former 
mayor of Santa Cruz, wants 
to become the first openly 
gay member of the California 
Assembly. The 27th Assem¬ 
bly District seat was made 
available by the appointment 
of Monteray Assemblymem- 
ber Sam Farr to fill out for¬ 
mer U.S. Congressman Leon 
Paneta’s term. The special 
election primary is scheduled 
for August 31 with the run-off 
in November. 

Laird, 43, has gotten high 
marks from both liberals and 
conservatives during his 12 
years on the Santa Cruz City 
Council - two terms as mayor 
- and has already raised 
$40,000 and has received 1,700 
local endorsements since his 
announcement June 10. 

Laird has always been in¬ 
terested in politics, he said in 
an interview during a brief 
visit to Los Angeles recently. 
In fact he majored in politics 
at USC/Santa Cruz, graduat¬ 
ing with honors in 1972. He 
immediately went to work for 
his Congressman, Jerry 
Waldie, leaving two years lat¬ 
er to work as an assistant to 


the local county administrator 
where he served until his 
election to the Santa Cruz 
City Council in 1981. 

In 1981 and again in 1985 
Laird was the top vote getter 
and fundraiser in the progres¬ 
sive Pacific coastal region 75 
miles from San Francisco. 
The city council elected him 
mayor in 1984 and 1988. 
Terms limits prohibited Laird 
from running for a third 
term. 

Since 1990 Laird has been 
the executive director of the 
Santa Cruz AIDS Project 
which he founded in 1985 
when Santa Cruz had only 
five people diagnosed as HIV¬ 
positive. As of June 4, the 
agency administered to 170 
clients. 

“I was always out,” Laird 
said, “it was always known, 
though it was never discussed 
in casual conversation,” But 
when a reporter asked him 
bluntly in 1983 if he was gay 
and Laird responded, “Well, 
of course” - he made head¬ 
lines as the second openly gay 
mayor in the country. 

“I even made the Paul Har¬ 
vey (nationally syndicated ra¬ 
dio) show,” Laird said with a 



John Laird 


(Photo: Dell Richards) 


smile. “He said, ‘You won’t 
believe what they’re doing 
out in Santa Cruz, California.’ 
It was unique. There were 
not more than 10 or 11 openly 
gay political officials at the 
time.” He was elected mayor 
unanimously by the city coun¬ 
cil’s liberals and conservatives 
despite the headlines. 

Laird attributes his elec¬ 
tion in 1983 and again in 1985 
to the fact that he earned the 
respect of his colleagues and 
the voters. “I worked hard to 
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form coalitions and to be the 
best damn mayor the council 
and the voters had seen,” 
Laird said. “I wasn’t going to 
leave an opening for homo¬ 
phobia to take hold.” 

The voters were not con¬ 
cerned about his sexual orien¬ 
tation but his work on the is¬ 
sues, Laird said, especially en¬ 
vironmental issues such as 
protecting the coastline from 
off-shore drilling and stretch¬ 
ing the boundaries of the 
Monteray Bay Area for a ma¬ 


rine-life sanctuary. Laird also 
pushed for strong social ser¬ 
vices. And as head of the 
county’s transit system, he ini¬ 
tiated a domestic partnership 
program for county transit 
employees. He eJso earned 
high marks for leadership in 
that capacity when the Loma 
Prieta earthquake hit in 1989. 

Because of his pro-active 
track record as a 20-year 
member of the State Demo¬ 
cratic Committee in a heavily 
Democratic district, president 
of the regional council of gov¬ 
ernments, and serving on the 
water planning board, the re¬ 
development agency, and the 
senior citizen council, Laird 
thinks he has a pretty good 
chance of winning in the 
crowded primary. 

“Let’s just say I’d rather be 
me than any other candidate 
in the race,” he said with a 
chuckle. But he is also aware 
that running to become the 
first open gay in the Califor¬ 
nia Legislature means he will 
draw the attention and well- 
funded opposition of far right 
extremists. He is hoping that 
the endorsement and funding 
by the Gay and Lesbian Vic¬ 
tory Fund and other groups 
will help put him over the top 
and into the seat. 

For more information on 
Laird’s campaign, call (408) 
454-9244 or send contributions 
to Friends of John Laird 1214 
King St., Santa Cruz, CA. 
95060. ▼ 



Band in San Francisco; 
Musicians Celebrate 
15th Anniversary 

by Dennis Conkin 


When the San Francisco 
Lesbian and Gay Freedom 
Band struts down Market 
Street during this year’s Les¬ 
bian/Gay Freedom Day Pa¬ 
rade, the group won’t just be 
adding a campy flair to the 
celebration — it will be mark¬ 
ing its 15th anniversary. 

The first openly lesbian 
and gay musiceil organization 
in the world, the group’s pres¬ 
ence in the parade caps a 
busy year that included its 
participation in a perfor¬ 
mance at the Inauguration of 
President Clinton in January 
by the Lesbian and Gay 
Bands of America, a 24-city 
group, according to Doug 
Litwin, a spokesperson for 
the 40-member group. 

“It’s been a very busy year. 
Twenty of us were in Wash¬ 
ington for the Inauguration. 
We sent more people th^ 
any other group, and we were 
in Washington in April for 
the March on Washington,” 
Litwin told the Bay Area Re¬ 
porter. 

Founded in 1978 by Jon 
Sims, at the height of Anita 
Bryant’s anti-gay crusade, 
more than 60 people respond¬ 
ed to notices posted on Castro 
Street telephone poles and in 
gay newspapers for musicians 
to march as a sort of a festive 
honor guard in front of Har¬ 
vey Milk’s car, when he rode 
in the 1978 parade as the first 
openly gay elected official in 
the country. 

The group was originally 
known as the San Francisco 
Gay Freedom Day Marching 
Band and Twirling Corps. 

As part of its celebration, 
Litwin said, the band will 


Nancy Corporon and Lesbian 
and Gay Freedom Band 

members. (Photo: Rick Gerharter) 

take part in the 15th annual 
Gay Pride Concert at Herbst 
Theatre on June 25. The con¬ 
cert features music groups 
that trace their roots back to 
Jon Sims, including the San 
Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus, 
the Lesbian/Gay Chorus of 
San Francisco, Winds of 
Freedom, and the Rhythm 
Method. 

“The Gay Pride concert 
hearkens back to the days 
when Jon Sims would rustle 
flutists and flag bearers, tap 
dancers and tenors, and slap 
together a musical extrava¬ 
ganza that was amazing,” said 
Nancy Corporon, the group’s 
artist director. 

“Jon envisioned a musical 
empire built of the gay com¬ 
munity’s hidden talents—hid¬ 
den whether we’re in the clos¬ 
et as gays or performers. And 
the Gay Pride Concert will be 
a celebration of that vision.” 

For ticket information con¬ 
tact City Box Office at 392- 
4400. ▼ 
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California News 


SoCal Lawsuits: 
One Settled, 

One Filed, One Lost 


by Karen Ocamb 

On June 16, the Los Ange¬ 
les City Attorney’s office an¬ 
nounced the settlement of a 
lawsuit filed March 6, 1992, 
by four men who say they 
were refused dental treatment 
because of their HIV status at 
clinics operated by Western 
Dental Services. 

Their suit was joined by 
AIDS Project Los Angeles, 
the Gay and Lesbian Commu¬ 
nity Services Center, and — 
later — by City Attorney 
James Hahn, who accused 
Western Dental of illegal and 
unfair business practices that 
violated the city’s anti-AIDS 
discrimination ordinance, the 
state Unruh Act. 

The settlement requires 
Western Dental to implement 
a comprehensive employee 
training program under a 
new written policy that pro¬ 
hibits discrimination against 
HIV/AIDS patients. The new 
training policy applies to cur¬ 
rent and future employees at 
all levels. 

But while the Western 
Dental settlement augurs well 
for HIV/AJDS education and 
policy in one medic 2 d arena, 
alleged discrimination still 
goes on in another. 

Matthew R. Bender is su¬ 
ing a paramedic school for al¬ 
legedly forcing him out of 
their training program after 
learning he was HIV-positive. 
Bender charges that the 
school and medical director at 
the Associated Techniced Col¬ 
lege told the highly regarded 
student that he would not be 
allowed to graduate, nor 
would he be certified as an 
Emergency Medical Techni¬ 
cian because of his HIV sta¬ 
tus. 

Prior to notifying his 
school administrator and the 
medical director that he had 
learned he was HIV-positive, 
Bender had so impressed his 
instructors with his CPR abil¬ 
ities that they had asked him 
to become a CPR student-in¬ 
structor. After he discovered 
and disclosed his status, the 
school officials told him blunt¬ 
ly they would not allow him 
to use the equipment neces¬ 
sary for him to complete his 
training. 

On June 2, AIDS Project 
Los Angeles and the ACLU 
filed suit on Bender’s behalf, 
alleging that school officials 
violated the federal Disabili¬ 
ties Act, the Rehabilitation 
Act, among other federal, 
state, and local laws. Addi¬ 
tionally, says his ACLU attor¬ 
ney Alan Friel, the school of¬ 
ficials violated the trust inher¬ 
ent in the teacher-student re¬ 
lationship when they refused 
Bender the non-judgmental 
counselling he expected. 

In yet another Southern 
California legal case — this 
time a clear loss for gay 
rights — Riverside Superior 
Court Judge Robert K. Garst 
threw out a lawsuit filed by a 
gay man who alleged discrim¬ 
ination in the workplace. 

Bob Hanson, a gay rights 
activist and former supervisor 
at Home Savings in River¬ 
side, alleged that his subordi¬ 
nates at the bank were of¬ 
fended when Hanson men¬ 
tioned his boyfriend and his 


gay civil rights political work. 
One employee allegedly told 
Hanson that his sexual orien¬ 
tation was “an abomination of 
God,’’ and another allegedly 
said it made her sick. When 
Hanson complained, his man¬ 
ager sided with the other em¬ 
ployees. 

After months of abuse, 
Hanson resigned and filed 
suit on May 22, 1992, charging 
Home Savings with violating 
the California law prohibiting 
discrimination based on sexu¬ 
al orientation in the work¬ 
place. The judge dismissed 
the case on May 21, 1993 — al¬ 
most exactly one year later — 
ruling that Hanson was seek¬ 
ing “special rights,” according 
to a press release issued May 
21, 1993 by Hanson’s attorney, 
Leroy S. Walker. Walker said 
he will file an appeal. T 


Black Gays and Lesbians 
Plan Political Rally in LA 


by Karen Ocamb 

What started off as basical¬ 
ly a Malibu beach party five 
years ago has become the an¬ 
nual Fourth of July weekend 
place to be for thousands of 
African-American lesbians 
and gays from around the 
world. Called At the Beach, 
the Malibu party is actually 
part of a nation^ network of 
summer events for black les¬ 
bians and gays. 

This year, however, more 
politically-oriented African- 
Amdrican homosexuals are 
hoping to use the event as a 
way to rally those gays 
who’ve been left out of the 
mainstream lesbian and gay 
civil rights movement. They 
have organized a Before the 
Beach Empowerment rally at 
Holman United Methodist 
Church, one of the very few 
black churches that accept 
open lesbians and gays. 

“The inspiration for the 
Empowerment Rally came 
from the realization that the 


L.A. Coalition for Military 
Service and some other orga¬ 
nizations have not been able 
to do outreach in a broad way 
to communities of color,” says 
ACLU/SoCal Community 
Outreach Coordinator Kevin 
Spears. 

Most of the political rallies 
and town hall-type meetings 
are held in West Hollywood, 
he notes, which is viewed by 
some homosexual African 
Americans as not being acces¬ 
sible or race-friendly. 

Additionally, Spears says, 
African-American lesbians 
and gays must come to grips 
with coming out in their own 
communities as more and 
more churches side with reli- 
^ous right-wing extremists 
like the Reverend Lou Shel¬ 
don’s Traditional Values 
Coalition. 

“The level of homophobia 
is increasing in African-Amer¬ 
ican churches from our pul¬ 
pits,” says Spears, noting that 
sermons preaching that homo¬ 
sexuals are condemned to 


eternal Hell are increasingly 
being aired on local black ra¬ 
dio stations. Additionally, he 
believes, hip hop music has en¬ 
couraged young students to 
embrace the idea that “homo¬ 
sexuality is detrimental to the 
growth and continuation of 
the African-American family.” 

Spears hopes the Before 
the Beach Empowerment 
Rally will get together African- 
Americans gays and 
lesbians to proclaim a collec¬ 
tive affirmation and capture 
our liberation as free and 
powerful people in the 
African-American communi¬ 
ty.” 

The rally, scheduled for 
July 2 at Holman United 
Methodist Church, will fea¬ 
ture music, speakers — includ¬ 
ing the Reverend James Law- 
son, and a town hall panel 
discussion. For more informa¬ 
tion, call the Black Gay and 
Lesbian Leadership Forum at 
(213) 964-7820. ▼ 
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A Gay Book for Straight Folks 


by David O'Connor 

The grateful lesbian greet¬ 
ed author Eric Marcus with 
open arms, hugs, and kisses. 

She was escorting him 
around Portland, Oregon, as 
part of a national tour pro¬ 
moting his latest book. Is It A 
Choice? Answers to 300 of 
the . Most Frequently Asked 
Questions About Gays and 
Lesbians. 

She was thankful for that 
book. 

"She had been out for sev¬ 
eral years but she said this 
was just the kind of book she 
had been looking for to give 
to friends and relatives to 
help them understand,” Meu-- 
cus recounted. 

Just released from Harper 
San Francisco, Is It A 
Choice? is full of up-to-the- 
minute information on les¬ 
bians and gays, including 
questions and auiswers regard¬ 
ing the military ban contro¬ 
versy. But the book goes be¬ 
yond current headlines to 
tackle wide rsuiging subjects 
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such as coming out, dating 
and relationships, religion, 
discrimination and anti-gay vi¬ 
olence, sex, politics, and ac¬ 
tivism. 

At first glance, the book 
may seem like old news to 
many lesbians and gays, but 
Marcus points out that the 
fiery debate over gays in the 
military reveals how little 
straight America knows about 
gays. 

"What we forget is that 
most people — and I mean 
most of even those who love 
us — don’t know anything 
about us and often love us de¬ 
spite the fact we’re gay,” Mar¬ 
cus said. "We have to educate 
people around us. I don’t 
think it’s the obligation of 
people around us to initiate 
the education; it’s our respon¬ 
sibility.” 

To facilitate that educa¬ 
tion, Marcus has sent copies 
of his book to everyone on 
the Senate aind House Armed 
Services Committees as well 
as to President Clinton and 
his staff. 

"How can people debate 
the future of gay rights in 
American society when they 
don’t really know what homo¬ 
sexuality is? We’ve seen that 
in the Senate hearings. How 
else could Sam Nunn come 
up with the ‘don’t ask, don’t 
tell’ policy?” Marcus asked. 
“What that says to me is he 
had no idea what we are or 
how we live our lives.” 

Marcus sees Is It A 
Choice? as a book for 



Eric Marcus 


straight people who may be 
uncomfortable asking ques¬ 
tions of their gay friends or 
relatives. It can also help gays 
and lesbians answer questions 
when people are bold enough 
to ask. And it can help ques¬ 
tioning gay and lesbian youth, 
who, Marcus points out, are 
not born with all the answers. 

Marcus is also the author 
of The Male Couple’s Guide, 
Making History: The Strug¬ 
gle for Gay and Lesbian 
Equal Rights 1945-1990 and 
Expect the Worst (You Won’t 
Be Disappointed). 

His promotional tour takes 
him to New Orleans over 
Pride weekend. There he will 
receive an award from the 
American Library Association 
for Making History. T 


Lutherans Affirm 
Civil Rights for All 


by Dennis Conkin 

Local Lutheran ministers 
who want to bless same-sex 
unions may now do so, ac¬ 
cording to a resolution adopt¬ 
ed by the Sierra Pacific synod 
of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America. 

The resolution passed last 
month was a substitute mo¬ 
tion for one that would have 
deemed "inappropriate” any 
statement in support of such 
blessings in "monogamous, 
covenantal relationships be¬ 
tween two persons of the 
same sex,” according to the 
Reverend James De Lange, 
pastor of St. Frances Luther¬ 
an Church. 

According to Lutheran be¬ 
lief, pastors who wish to bless 
same-sex unions have inde¬ 
pendent religious authority to 
do so, but may find them¬ 
selves in trouble with their 
congregations if the congrega- 
'tions do not support such ac¬ 
tions, De Lange said. 

“Those pastors who want to 
do same-sex holy unions 
can do so and they can say to 
their congregations who may 
be hesitant about the pastor’s 
actions that the synod resolu¬ 
tions support their pastoral 
discretion,” De Lange told the 
Bay Area Reporter. 

"If they get in trouble with 
the congregations, they’ve 
covered all the bases,” he 
said. 

The synod assembly 
passed the resolution by a 
narrow vote of 272-240, or 53 
percent-47 percent. 

"Clearly our church is di¬ 
vided on the question of 
whether same-sex relation¬ 


ships are sinful,” said the Rev¬ 
erend James Lokken, an assis¬ 
tant pastor at St. Francis. 

"We need to address the 
underlying question in order 
to resolve this conflict. Unity 
will not be achieved by voting 
on resolutions. Church lead¬ 
ers are afraid that a nation¬ 
wide debate on this question 
will be divisive,” he said. 

In another resolution passed 
by the synod, the 
group affirmed its intention 
to continue a relationship 
with St. Francis Lutheran 
Church and First United 
Lutheran Church if the con¬ 
gregations are expelled from 
the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in American in 1995. 

The two churches were 
suspended for calling and or¬ 
daining a gay man and a les¬ 
bian couple as pastors in 1990, 
in violation of the church pol¬ 
icy that gay clergy must 
pledge lifelong celibacy. 

If the church has not 
changed its policy by that 
time, the congregations will 
be expelled from the denom¬ 
ination, but will remain inde¬ 
pendent Lutheran Churches. 
If they wish, they may affili¬ 
ate themselves with another 
Lutheran body. 

Bishop Lyle Miller, head 
of the Sierra Pacific Synod, 
opposed the historic ordina¬ 
tions of lesbian pastors Ruth 
Frost and Phyllis Zillhart and 
gay pastor Jeff Johnson. 
Miller’s anti-gay beliefs are 
well known among Luther¬ 
ans. He did not vote on the 
resolutions. T 














































LIVING BENEFITS^ 

A VIATICAL SETTLEMENTS COMPANY ‘R 


to living with quality and dignity. 


The fight against AIDS is tough 
enough. 

What you don't need is a separate 
struggle with one of its most devas¬ 
tating side effects—a struggle with 
serious financial problems. For many 
people, a life insurance policy can 
provide an immediate and welcome 
source of cash to pay for medical 
care, housing, transportation or just 
a vacation to rest and relax. 

As a general rule, we can offer 
from 55% to 80% of the face value 
of our clients' policies. The final 
amount depends on a variety of fac¬ 
tors, including an evaluation of your 
medical records-which are held in 
strictest confidence-by our staff 
doctors. 

ABOUT OUR COMPANY 

Living Benefits was the first company to pioneer the 
purchase of life insurance policies from people with 
life-threatening illness. Today, we set the highest 
standards and practices and remain the industry's 
leading company. Y/e are a publicly traded and regu¬ 
lated company with our own capital. Living Benefits 
has never (nor will we ever) shared medical infor¬ 
mation or sought to resell any client's policy to a 
third party. 

Please call us for a personal and 
confidential evaluation. We under¬ 
stand your struggle with AIDS; per¬ 
haps we can help with the financial 
side of your fight. 

For more informotion, call 
1-800-458-8790. Or write: Living 
Benefits, Inc., 6100 Seagull Lane NE, 
Suite 108, Albuquerque, New Mexico 
87109. 


UVWt BENEHR 
C«l CURE ONE 
OF AIDS'MOST 
DEVAS1XI1IIIG 
SUEEFECIS. 
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W Gay Tattoos 

▼ Gay Patches 

▼ Leather Caps 

▼ Rainbow Flags 

▼ City Guidebooks 
W Red Ribbon Pins 

▼ Freedom Jewelry 

▼ Sunflower Jewelry 
WCbaitts & Whistles 

▼ Gay Greeting Cards 
'W Male/Male Pendants 

▼ Gay/Lesbian T-shirts 
Gay/Lesbian Journals 

▼ Pink Triangle Jewelty 
T Rainbow Beach Towels 
T Colored Handkerchiefs 
W Female/Female Pendants 

▼ 'Year of the Queer" T-shirts 



Safe Sex 
Special! 

Condoms 
20 cents 

Lubricant 
30% off 


HEHDl 
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[ for Gay Pride 


Silk Shirts 
$20 

Silk Boxer 
Shorts 
$10 
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London's Pride 


by Ben Widdicombe 

LONDON - About 45,000 
people marched throu^ the 
streets of London on Saturday, 
June 19, in the largest Gay 
Pride event ever held in 
Europe. The post-parade 
festival, which continued in 
Brockwell Park, drew a total of 
110,000 gay men and lesbians 
for nine hours of celebration 
and free entertainment which 
included Boy George, Army of 
Lovers, and Jimmy Somerville. 

The parade occurs just a 
week before the pan-contin¬ 


ental “EuroPride” celebration 
in Berlin, setting hopes for an 
even bigger turnout on the 
26th. 

The 1993 London Pride 
March has been deemed an un¬ 
qualified success, coming at a 
time when the city’s headlines 
have been dominated by the 
“Gay Slayer’’ seri 2 il killings. 
The publicity generated by the 
recent murders has meant that 
for the first time in its 21-year 
history, Saturday’s march re¬ 
ceived significant coverage by 
national and international 
media. 

Bill Walshe, Press Officer for 


British gay teens demand an end to inequitable age of consent 
laws. 


the Pride Trust, said, “it was 
marvelous. In past years we’ve 
received nothing — not even a 
line one the radio to say traffic 
will be disrupted because 
there’s a huge meirch going on.” 

This year, however, ABC 
News cameras jostled for posi¬ 
tion with crews from Japan, 
Canada, the Netherlands, and 
— even more significantly — 
from Britain. In a country 
where the gay rights move¬ 
ment has yet to even win an 
equal age of consent for male 
sex (21 for gay males, com¬ 
pared with 16 for others), the 
event was considered a mile¬ 
stone in publicity for the cause. 

The march began at noon, 
and swung through Trafalgar 
Square before diverting along 
(Continued on page 24) 


London Killer Update 


by David Olson' 

London police last week 
revealed that a serial killer is 
stalking the British capital’s 
gay community and has al¬ 
ready murdered five men. 
The man who police believe 
is the killer told them last 
week that he will kill one 
more gay man a week. 

The first victim was found 
March 8, but the other four 
were killed within a span of 
16 days, with the latest victim 
found dead in his apartment 
on June 15. Only last week 
did police publicly divulge 
that they believe a serial 
killer is on the loose. 

According to Scotland 
Yard, which is investigating 
the killings, a man claiming 
to be the murderer has called 


police stations several times, 
once saying he will cause 
“one death a week,” a report 
in the British newspaper The 
Independent said. 

Detectives have declined 
to release further information 
about the telephone calls, but 
they told The Independent 
that what was said during the 
calls, and the way the five 
men died, has convinced 
them that the same man is re¬ 
sponsible for all five deaths. 

Four of the men were 
openly gay, and probably had 
been picked up in gay bars. 
The fifth man’s sexual orien¬ 
tation is not certain. All five 
were strangled to death, and 
police believe the men were 
killed during sado-masochistic 
sessions. Police and gay and 
lesbian community leaders 


said they still do not know if 
the murderer is gay or if he is 
heterosexual and on an anti¬ 
gay rampage. 

The British press has had 
a field day with the killing 
spree, emphasizing the S fie 
M connection and the theory 
that the killer is an HlV-posi- 
tive man seeking revenge. 
Even the staid Independent 
featured a large front-page 
photo of a gay go-go dancer to 
accompany its June 17 story 
on the murders. 

Detective Chief Superin¬ 
tendent Ken John said in a 
press conference last week 
that such sensationalism and 
“disinformation” could ham¬ 
per the investigation or even 
provoke the murderer to kill 


more often. 

Meanwhile, gay men in 
London are increasingly 
frightened, Nick Horsley, 
spokesman for the London 
Gay and Lesbian Switch¬ 
board, told this reporter in a 
telephone interview from 
London. 

“This is a lot of anxiety out 
there,” he said. “We’re telling 
people that, if you do go 
home with a stranger, tell oth¬ 
er people where you are go¬ 
ing, and let the stranger know 
that others know where you 
are.” 

The switchboard has been 
swamped with calls from peo¬ 
ple scared about the killings 
and from some who have po¬ 
tential information about the 
murderer, he said. 

The police have generally 



handled the case sensitively, 
Horsley said. But, he added, 
“there is a lot of general wari¬ 
ness in the community to¬ 
ward the police,” and that 
could be inhibiting people 
from coming forward. The 
apparent S & M connection 
has made people especially 
nervous, he said, because of 
recent high-profile prosecu¬ 
tions of gay men for private, 
consensual S fit M activities. 

As a result. Galop, the Gay 
London Policing Group, has 
acted as a go-between, field¬ 
ing calls from people who do 
not want to tsdk with police 
but have potentially helpful 
information. Galop then pass¬ 
es the information on to the 
police without revealing the 
callers’ names. 

More than 20 people had 
called as of late last week. 
Some said they had been at¬ 
tacked by someone who they 
had met for a sexual en¬ 
counter, and others gave in¬ 
formation on the last hours of 
the victims’ lives, including 
descriptions of people the vic¬ 
tims had last been seen with. 

This is not the first time 
someone has preyed upon 
London gays. Seven years 
ago, a gay man was convicted 
of the murder of three gay 
men and the attempted mur¬ 
der of two others, along with 
the murder of a homeless 
man who had asked him for a 
light. The man, who is serv¬ 
ing four consecutive life 
terms in prison, never gave a 
reason for the murders. Gay 
activists had widely criticized 
police for insensitivity in han¬ 
dling that case, but relations 
between police and the les¬ 
bian and gay community has 
gradually improved since 
then, Horsley said. ▼ 

[David Olson is a reporter 
for Chicago’s Windy City 
Times./ 


HOW CAN SMOKING BE A RIGHT 
WHEN SECONDHAND SMOKE IS SO WRONG? 


Secondhand smoke may impose serious health risks for HIV-infected people. A new study shows 
HIV-positive smokers get full-blown AIDS twice as fast as HIV-positive non-smokers. 



Join the revolution. Check out our booth at the Pride Fair. 
For more information call 565-7676 

Paid for by Proposition 99, the 1988 Tobacco Tax Initiative, under contract 89-87927. 
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World News 


Gays Talk TUrkey, 
And Vice-Versa 



German gay activist Heribert Murmann at McDonald's, a gay 
meeting place in Germany. (Photo: Judeii) 


by Brandon Judell 

Doing anything between 
July 2 and July 4? Well, how 
about celebrating the first 
Christopher Street Day in Is¬ 
tanbul? Yes, Moslem Turkey 
is jumping into the 20th-centu¬ 
ry gay rights arena. Maybe 
not with the self-righteous 
vengeance of a Michelangelo 
Signorile, but with the small 
measured steps of a tot test¬ 
ing out his new walking abil¬ 
ity. 

The Turkish Homosexusd 
Organization, under the lead¬ 
ership of German gay activist 
Heribert Murmann, is starting 
a magazine 2 uid holding a 
three-day event including 
symposiums, workshops, and 
social activities boasting a few 
“evening” parties. All this ac¬ 
tivity is a bit amazing consid¬ 
ering that just two months 
ago, this orgeuiization was too 
nervous to let the B.A.R. at¬ 
tend one of its meetings. 

No penis envy 

Those not familiar with 
Turkey might shrug, “So 
what?” Homosexuality is not 
even mentioned in the Turk¬ 
ish penal code. But even 
though this a country where 
men are very touchy/feely 
with each other, their penises 
are not that highly esteemed. 

Eric Lawlor, the Noel 
Coward of modern travel, 
notes in his impish Looking 
For Osman, that “Turkish 
men link hands when they 
walk in public, even kiss 
when they meet. But this ease 
of manner does not extend to 
nudity. Islam regards the pri¬ 
vate parts with such distaste 
that not even members of 
one’s own sex may be al¬ 
lowed to see them.” 

Lawlor, a straight Irishman 
now settled in Houston, notes 
getting pounced upon right 
and left by seemingly straight 
men, some quite old, through¬ 
out his travels. 

Activist Murmann, chat¬ 
ting with the B.A.R. at an Is¬ 
tanbul McDonald’s (a gay 
meeting place for many), tried 
to explain, “There is another 
conception of homosexuality 
here. There is a strong divi¬ 
sion between active and pas¬ 
sive. If you are active, that 
means you can fuck every¬ 
thing. The people think you 
are not homosexual. And if 
you are passive, you are not a 
real man.” 

Murmann agreed with the 
assessment that the situation 
is reminiscent of live for 
American gays in the 1950s. 
“There are some modern gays 
like those in America or Eu¬ 
rope,” he said, “but there are 
also many traditional gays 
who are most interested in 
heterosexuals. They want a 
‘real’ man. And it’s not so dif¬ 
ficult to get a heterosexual. 

“In other countries, people 
ask with whom do you sleep 
— a man or a woman? In 
Turkey, they ask, ‘What do 
you do when you are sleeping 
with another man? Are you 
active or passive? Are you a 
man or not a man?’ Maybe 
someone says, ‘I’m not gay,’ 
but he likes to sleep with 
men. 

Murmann says the police 
are not much of a problem 
for Turkish gays, and that 
“it’s more a problem for 
transvestites or prostitutes. 
What the police want is to 


sleep with the people, and if 
you don’t go along when they 
try, there is violence. 

“And maybe the police are 
thinking of getting money. 
That’s a second reason.” 

Second opinion 

Arslan Yuzgun, Ph.D, au¬ 
thor of Homosexuality in 
Turkey: Yesterday, Today, 
recently wrote an article enti¬ 
tled “Homosexuality and Po¬ 
lice Terror in Turkey” {Jour¬ 
nal of Homosexuality, Vol. 
24 No. 34-1993). He claims in 
a study, which he admits is 
not totally scientific, that 
there are half a million homo¬ 
sexuals in Istanbul alone, of 
which 85 percent wear butch 
or male clothes, 12.1 percent 
are transvestites and 2.2 per¬ 
cent are transsexuals. Interest¬ 
ingly, 55.2 percent live with 
their families and 7.2 percent 
did not realize that being ho¬ 
mosexual in Turkey was not 
a crime. 

Yuzgun insists that “police 


forces in Turkey are continu¬ 
ing their fight against homo¬ 
sexuality as if they had been 
appointed to obliterate it. 
They pick up many people 
they assume are homosexual 
from various places in the 
city (roads, houses, clubs. 


baths and cinemas). These 
people are then stuffed into a 
place which is part prison and 
part lunatic asylum — which 
they call a ‘hospital.’ There, 
even the healthy ones are di¬ 
agnosed as having syphilis 
(fortunately not yet AIDS). 


They are locked up, beaten, 
eind humiliated. Their hair is 
cut and they are thrown out 
of the city. Even this is not 
enough. They notify employ¬ 
ers in writing, causing homo¬ 
sexuals to be interrogated and 
to lose their jobs. They even 
notify parents. Thus they try 
to make homosexuals tired of 
living.” 

Murmann insists that these 
are activities of the past. 

Begging to differ 

And what about all the les- 
bian and gay films (e.g. 
Tunisia-France’s Jigolo; Is¬ 
rael’s Amazing Grace; Fass¬ 
binder’s Quere/7eJ showcased 
at the recent 12th Istanbul In¬ 
ternational Film Festival? 
Would an anti-gay govern¬ 
ment foot the bill for Walk¬ 
ing After Midnight and Bal¬ 
cony, intelligent works about 
Turkish gay women, if they 
were out to eradicate homo¬ 
sexuality? And wouldn’t they 
ban foreign works condoning 
such behavior? 

“Exactly!” replies Mr. Rifat 
from the Turkish Embassy. 
“In America, gays have prob¬ 
lems,” he explains. “You have 
disease, ethical and military 
problems. It’s not like this in 
Turkey. Anyone can serve in 
(Continued on next page) 


Parading Down 
Market Street 
Can Really Make 

\bu Hungry. 

Embarcadero Center invites you to sit down and enjoy lunch at our 
Plaza or Promenade restaurants. 

Chevy’s ■ Pizzeria Uno ■ Delish ■ Boudin ■ Los Chiles ■ La Petite Boulangerie ■ Carl’s Jr. 

Metro Sausage ■ Parkway Pizza ■ Sushi Kinta ■ Sundae’s Yogurt Plus ■ Standing Room Only 

After the parade, Join us for dinner at these fine restaurants. 

Harbor Village.781-8833 Splendido 986-3222 Chevy’s 391-2323 

La Brasserie Francaise 981-5530 Fujiya.398-1151 Scott’s Seafood Grill & Bar 981-0622 

Pizzeria Uno 397-8667 Gaylords.397-7775 Greek Islands Cafe 397-2056 

[MBAIICAD[IIO 

125 Fashionable Shops & Remarkable Restaurants 

Located from Clay and Battery to the Hyatt Regency, just steps from Embarcadero BART and MUNI. 

Free parking for lunchtime dining, and evenings & weekends with validation. Info: (415)772-0630. 
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AFFORDABLE BANKRUPTCY 

Richard LaCava, Attorney At Law 

Free Consultations 
Chapter 7 & 13 Bankruptcy 
Evening & Weekend Appointments Available 
Convenient Mission/Castro Office 

CALL (415) 282-8960 




EICHELBER6ER5 

BAR RESTAURANT 


Sip a sidecar in the Neferliti Lounge or enioy a healthy gourmet 
Ifeast upstairs in the Sky Room. Find out what City Magazine said 
was "a virtual orgasm". Join us for the fierce Sunday Pasta Parly 


2742 17th,2 hiks pnst Folsom Wed-Sun 863-4177 


CAREER CHANGE OPPORTUNITY 

LEARN 

’EXECUTIVE RECRUITING’ 


EST. S.F. BASED NATIONAL RECftMlTING/SEABCH FIRM 
SEEKS ARTICULATE, AMBITIOUS COMMUNICATORS WITH 
STRONG TELEPHONE/PEOPLE SKILLS TO LEARN TO 
BECOME EXECUTIVE SEARCH PROFESSIONALS 


THROUGH OUR SUPPORT & TRAINING EXPECT 
EARNINGS OF 50K + (Base & Comm.) 

FOR MORE INFO & APPOINTMENT CALL 296-7317 


Ibu ahead} know how to lo\'e. We teach y ou how to care. 


THE 

AIDS HOME CARE 
WORKSHOP 

forPWA's, their partners and friends 

If someone you love is living with AIDS, here you'll 
find the practical advice you need to help manage their 
illness at home. Licensed professionals will teach you 
the basics in a frank, positive atmosphere. The^c work¬ 
shop requires only 5 weekday evenings, and is offered 
each month. Don't delay. Call (415) 824-3269. 



Home Care Comfmnions Inc., 

.584 Castro St., Ste. .579 • San iranciseo C\ 94114 





Law Office of 

Larry Sheehan 

Bankruptcy • Estate Planning 
Wills • Probate 
Personal Injury • Contracts 


431-5513 


Flexible Fee Schedule 
Evening and Weekend Appointments 



er 25? 
Positive? 



We can help you with: 

Housing ■ Food ■ Hransportation ■ Medical Care ■ Benefits 
Emotional Support for You and Your Loved Ones 

Free ■ Youth Sensitive ■ Gay Sensitive 
Confidential ■ Bilingual, English/Spanish 

Special Programs for Youth 

415 / 751-8181 

Para informac'ion en Espanol: 415/753-7723 


London 

(Continued from page 22i 

Pall Medl to Piccadilly (yelling 
towards a distant Buckingham 
Palace: “Come out [Prince] Ed¬ 
ward, we know you’re in 
there!”), and continuing 
through Park Land into Hyde 
Park. 

There were no motorized 
floats in the parade, but a sea 
of colorful banners advertised 
groups from all over Britain. 
Strong contingents repre¬ 
sented gay rights groups 
Stonewall and OutRage; 
smcdler groups marched with 
University gay clubs, social 
and regional organizations 
such as “Canterbury Dykes’ 
and the ‘Older Lesbians Net¬ 
work,’ and AIDS-related 
charities such as the Terrence 
Higgins Trust and ‘Body 
Positive.’ 

Access and mobility for the 
disabled were keynotes for the 
celebration this year, and those 
in wheelchairs were placed at 
the head of the march to set the 
pace for the entire parade. 

By the time the front of the 
parade reached Hyde Park 
shortly after one o’clock, the 
end of it had not yet begun to 
march. The cheerful mood of 
the day had spread to the Lon¬ 
don Bobbies, some of whom 
posed happily while drag 
queens caressed their helmets 
and tourists took their 
photographs. 

At Hyde Park, the B.A.R. 
spoke with Susan Hollins- 
head, one of the coordinators 
of the March on Washington, 
who was in London before fly¬ 
ing home for the ‘DC Pride’ 
festivities. 

“This is not a political state¬ 
ment,” she said, “this is just a 
celebration of who we are. All 
the summer Pride events all 
over the world are to com¬ 
memorate the Stonewall upris¬ 
ing of 1969, and are a chance 
for the gay community to get 
together and have some fun.” 
She recommended the British 
look out for the ‘Stonewall 25’ 
event in New York next year, 
which promises to be one of- 
the biggest expressions of gay 
solidarity this century. 

As in recent years, or¬ 
ganizers were unable to get 
permission to use Hyde Park 
for the festival, so 45,000 peo¬ 
ple crammed their way into 
double-decker buses, taxis, 
and subways to travel to 
Brockwell Park in south Lon¬ 
don. British Rail agreed to put 
on extra trains, but the 
Underground system was 
overwhelmed — and some 


Turkey 

(Continued from page 23) 


the army. Turks do not like 
male or female homosexuali¬ 
ty, but they just smile when 
the subject comes up.” Rifat 
also explains that one of 
Turkey’s top actors is openly 
gay, and the transsexual 
singer, Bulent Ersoy, whose 
music Wcis banned after her 
sex change, is one of the most 
beloved stars in the country. 

The Spartacus Guide adds 
a raised thumb, too: “The 
Turks are a very charming, 
friendly people who readily 
befriend foreigners. Despite 
their bisexual tradition, they 
cannot understand or compre¬ 
hend a ‘gay’ relationship. If 
questioned, a Turkish man 
will skirt the issue by refer¬ 
ring to himself as ‘papa,’ then 
introduce his ‘son.’” Just re¬ 
member that many of the 



Isaac Julian, Darek Jarman and Jimmy Somerville join 
demonstrators in London. 


subways trains were actually 
taken out of service. 

Dominated by the central 
stage, Brockwell Park had 51 
food tents, a gay busines mar¬ 
ket, and even fun-fair rides, 
while non-stop cabaret acts 
entertained drinkers whose 
favorite pubs had set up their 
own stands. Organizers had 
provided 359 portable toilets, 
100 cleaners, two first aid 
statins and ambulances, and 
paid 6,000 pounds ($9,000) for 
public liability insurance. Last 
year’s festival had been 
criticized for “waiting a week 
to clean up the park,” and a 
local Christian group had 
served notice that they would 
be circulating during the day 
to collect what they described 
as “pornographic literature” 
left laying around. They 
wouldn’t have had to look far. 

Although the celebration at¬ 
tracted about 10,000 more peo¬ 
ple than had been predicted, 
the crowd remained orderly 
and police praised organizers 
and the community for their 
behavior. The normsdly reti¬ 
cent Chief Inspector Alan 
Webb of Brixton was moved to 
say that the day was “one of the 
best-stewarded events of his 
experience.” The crowd 
dispersed peacefully at around 
11 pm, and there were no re¬ 
ported arrests. 

Police and volunteers 
handed out 10,000 leaflets on 
the day, with photographs of 
the five gay strangler victims 
and an appeal for more infor¬ 
mation from the public. 
Tabloid newspapers made 
much of the fact that “the 
murderer was probably 
among the crowd,” and theoriz¬ 
ed that he may be using the 
event to make contact with his 
next victim. 

The killings did not dampen 
the mood of the celebration, 
however, and the consensus 
seemed to be that it was the 
best Pride so far. The event 
was conspicuously better or¬ 
ganized than last year, despite 
the fact that 1992 had been 
designated ‘EuroPride.’ Euro- 
Pride was a concept created by 
the British Pride committee. 


which then passed it onto the 
international Lesbian and Gay 
Organization (ILGO), which 
promoted the occasion this 
year in Berlin. London Pride 
was coordinated so as not to 
conflict with the German 
festivities, and it is hoped that 
the spirit of the 19th will carry 
forward to next week. 

Kim De Testre, Chair of the 
Pride Trust, described the day 
as “an outrageous success. We 
were very pleased with the tur¬ 
nout and the fact that the les¬ 
bian and gay community can¬ 
not be suppressed by 
murderers, society, or anyone 
else who wants to hold us 
down.” The Trust was conceiv¬ 
ed earlier this year when the 
limited company that had orig¬ 
inally been established to han¬ 
dle the event went bankrupt. 

“They were a victim of the 
recession,” said Bill Walshe, ad¬ 
ding that some of the directors 
of Pride Ltd. had continued on 
as trustees. 

This year, however, the event 
seems to have made a surplus. 
Bucket collectors on the day 
raised about 30,000 pounds, 
only a fraction of the hoped-for 
two-pound-a-head donation. T 
shirt sales and other year-long 
fundraising activities gener¬ 
ated approximately 144,000 
pounds, leaving the trust 
14,000 in excess of the 160,000 
($240,000) cost. 

Walshe went on to say that 
staging a Pride event like this 
was “a learning experience for 
us all. We were trying to take 
lessons from the Americans, 
who manage their news so 
well; we were happy to get 
some high-profile acts on stage 
in time for the evening broad¬ 
casts. On the whole I’d say it 
was a great success.” 

He added that he had come 
out to his own mother on the 
weekend, after she had seen 
him publicizing the event on 
breakfast television. “She’s 
always known,” he said, “but 
she just needed to be told. My 
father, who’s dying, went out of 
his way to tell me that it was 
alright and that I was still his 
son. For me, that’s what Pride 
is all about.” ▼ 


straight gays you pick up 
might want a little gift of 
money as a sign of your affec¬ 
tion at the end of night.” 


In Turkey, 
many 
traditional 
gays are most 
interested in 
heterosexuals. 
They want a 
"real” man. 


Kick stepping 

Eric Lawlor has a more 
telling encounter of modern 
gay life. Traveling by sea, he 
gets off at Girsun, a small 
Turkish town. There in a tea¬ 
house, he orders some bottled 
water. While he’s sipping, 
two men from his ship enter 
— an Oslo gay and his new 
lover, a seemingly slight 


Turkish teen. When the teen 
tries to order two teas, the 
brutish owner of the inn voic¬ 
es some unpleasantries and 
waves the boy away with his 
hand, screaming, “Out!” 

The boy stands his ground, 
infuriating the burly man fur¬ 
ther, causing him to attack. 

“The two belligerents 
squared off, circling each oth¬ 
er, weaving their bodies, their 
fists raised to shield their 
faces. And then the tea man 
made his move, lunging at 
the hapless boy with such 
force I shut my eyes. It’s over, 
I thought. I heard a thud and 
then a moan.” 

When Lawlor opened his 
eyes, it was the tea man who 
was down. The gay boy 
turned out to be a kick 
boxer. ▼ 

Editor’s Note: For more in¬ 
formation on gay Turkey, 
write Christopher Street Day 
Committee, PK 317 Beyoglu, 
Istanbul, Turkey. Or call/fax 
Heribert Murmann at 011-901- 
257-2812. 
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GLAAD Media Watch 


Fighting High School Homophobia 


by Al Kielwasser 

T he Spring 1993 issue of The Wire, 
the literary magazine of George 
Washington High School, features a 
hate poem, “Deal Offered on Gay 
Ban in the Military” The poem refers to ho¬ 
mosexuality as “morally wrong” and calls for 
a continuation of anti-gay/lesbian discrimina¬ 
tion. On the subject of the military’s ban, for 
example, the poem’s author writes: “Fifty 
years of sin in the closet, now an issue to be 
lifted by fools in politics and Gays which 
slap morality in its face, sinning and coming 
together as if it were a race.” 

While recognizing the author’s right to po¬ 
etic expression, members of the lesbian, gay 
and bisexual community of George Washing¬ 
ton High felt that their dignity and their safe¬ 
ty have been compromised. In a letter to the 
staff of The Wire, the high school’s lesbian 
and gay students explain: “You are endan¬ 
gering us and encouraging prejudice.... The 
message that a reader of this poem could get 
is that homosexuals deserve to be punished. 
By supporting this poem, you are also saying 
that our trusted faculty support it.” 

Following student complaints, and swift 
intervention from Board of Education and 
School District 
officials, an 
apology was 
announced 
over the 

school’s public 
address system 
and an on-site 
forum was held 
to discuss the 
issue. 

Send your 
comments to 
Al Vidal, Prin¬ 
cipal, George 
Washington 
High School, 

600 32nd Av¬ 
enue, San 
Francisco, CA 
94121, tel. 415- 
750-8400. Also, 
for a swift re¬ 
sponse to the 
student’s con¬ 
cerns, send 
thanks to Tom 
Am m iano, 

President, San 
F rancisco 
Board of Edu¬ 
cation, 135 Van 
Ness Ave., San 
Francisco, CA 
94102-5229, tel 
415-241-6000. 

Bremerton High 

Meanwhile, at Bremerton High School 
(near Seattle), students voted against an ef¬ 
fort to ban lesbians and gays from holding 
office. A student panel had previously voted, 
49-47, for a “Respectable Student Body Im¬ 
age” bill that would have made being lesbian 
or gay grounds for removal from student of¬ 
fice. The bill was defeated in a vote before 
the entire student body, consisting of 1,300 
students. If the bill was not rejected, school 
Principal Marilee Hansen had vowed to veto 
it. 

Send congratulations to Marilee Hansen, 
Principcil, Bremerton High School, 1500 13th 
Street, Bremerton, WA 98310, tel. 206-478- 
0753. 

Stanford 

The June 1993 issue of Stanford — a na¬ 
tionally distributed magazine published by 
the Stanford Alumni Association — contains 
a special feature section on “Stories of Self- 
Discovery: Gays at Stanford.” The collection 
of articles ranges widely, with profiles of a 
filmmakers’ coming out odyssey, the saga of 
a father whose lesbian daughter challenged 
him to re-think his gay-bashing fraternity 
background, and glimpses into various alum¬ 
ni and staff. Rounding off the collection is an 


essay on the history of lesbian, gay and bi¬ 
sexual students at Stanford. 

According to Gerard Koskovich, a contrib¬ 
utor to the publication, “The editors — and 
the Stanford Alumni Association — have 
been very forward-looking in choosing to 
prepare this issue, given its function as a 
fundraising and outreach auxiliary for the 
university. I am certain they will receive 
strong complaints from inside the university 
and from cdumni readers.” 

Counter the complaints, and send your 
comments to Bruce Anderson, Editor, Stan¬ 
ford, Bowman Alumni House, Stanford, CA 
94305-4005, tel 415-725-0672. 

Naked, Hairy, Homo, Smut 

The ubiquitous Gannett Outdoor Adver¬ 
tising company has rejected a bus shelter 
poster for BEAR magazine. The poster, 
which features a picture of man without his 
shirt, was intended for display at 18th and 
Castro Streets. According to a spokesperson 
for Brush Creek Media, Inc., creators of the 
poster, Gannett Outdoor Advertising deemed 
the poster “offensive to the moral standards 
of the community.” In particular, Gannett ob¬ 
jected to the slogan appearing just at the top 
of the poster: “Naked Hairy Homo Smut.” 

The billboard 
company asked 
Brush Creek 
Media to 
change the slo¬ 
gan to: “Mas¬ 
culinity ... with¬ 
out the trap¬ 
pings.” 

Send com¬ 
ments to Gan- 
net Outdoor 
Advertising, 
1695 East 
Shore High¬ 
way, Berkeley, 
CA 94710, tel. 
510-527-3350, 
fax 510-527- 
7041. 

Sassy 

The Cover of 
the July ’93 is¬ 
sue of Sassy 
a monthly 
magazine for 
teen women — 
bears the head¬ 
line: “My 

brother’s gay. 
Big whoop.” In¬ 
side, Sassy’s 
feature writer 
Margie Ingall 
takes a look at 
“How My 
Brother Came Out.” The amusing and affir¬ 
mative essay details the coming out path tak¬ 
en by Margie’s brother, Andy. Illustrating 
the feature are a few photos of Andy and 
Margie when they were children. One photo 
is captioned: “It’s Margie and her brother. 
Both of ’em grew up to like boys.” 

The author concludes her essay on this 
note: “My brother is a regular brother. Peo¬ 
ple who chose to hate him because of who 
he is need to get a hobby. ... Right this sec¬ 
ond there are as many as 100,000 gay, les¬ 
bian, and bisexual high school seniors in 
America. That’s how it is. The only question 
is whether we want to make their lives eas¬ 
ier or harder.” 

Sassy’s January issue included, on the “It 
Happened To Me” page, a coming out story 
by one of Sassy’s readers. Encourage the 
magazine to keep up the good work! Write 
to Jane Pratt, Editor-In-Chief, Sassy, 230 
Park Ave., New York, NY 10169. 

Sorry, Wrong Number 

In last week’s Media Watch column, the 
new e-mail addresses for Clinton and Gore 
were misprinted. Bill Clinton’s e-mail ad¬ 
dress is PRESIDENTEHOUSE.GOV 
and Al Gore’s is VICEPRESIDENT- 
WHITEHOUSE.GOV. Modem awayiV 



Bear Magazine ad rejected by Gannett Outdoor 
Advertising. 


The only way to cure homophobia is to confront it! Notify the Gay and Lesbian Alliance 
Against Defamation, San Francisco Bay Area Chapter, of all defamations, omissions or af 
firmations, and if possible supply us with documentation. Our office number is 415-861-4588; 
South Bay Hotline 408-235-0229; East Bay Hotline 510-273-9146; fax 415-861-4893. Our mailing 
address is GLAAD/SFBA, 514 Castro St., Suite B, San Francisco, CA 94114. T 



Rick Olds 


Isn't like most Real 
instate Atsents... 
And some pe«»pie say 
they really like that 


Zephyr Realty 

HOME 929-1739 
OFFICE 552-9500 Ext34 


Aug, 1st, 1993 

More Info 648-3247 

* ( D o r e Alley) 


THE FUN 
STARTS HERE 

HONDA-KAWASAKI 
OF OAKLAND 

4500 E. 14th Street 
(510) 532-3677 

<^uoivr>A 


Cxnne rick’ with its. 


• Sensual, Natural Feel 

e As always...water-based 
& condom compatible 


PROBE salutes San Francisco Gay Pride 
with this special offer: 


PROBE PERSONAL LUBRICANT 

Enjoy a free 2-ounce travel bottle of PROBE 
Personal Lubricant with the purchase of either 
an 8- or 16-ounce bottie of PROBE. Just 
present this coupon at time of purchase. This 
offer is valid through Juiy 31, 1993. One 
coupon per purchase. This offer is valid only 
at the locations listed below: 


FREE! 


498 Castro Street 


leSaiONVID€0 

1118 Polk street 
8 l 4126 18th Street 


Mercury 

Mail 

Order 

4084 18th. St. 
(2ndleve0 


1969 A Union Street 
ft 541 Costro Street 
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National News 



Preparing to Die: 

Methods the Terminally Ill Use 
for Self-Deliverance and 
Assisted Suicide 


Due to the strong interest generated from last 
week's panel discussion, the Hemlock Society 
of Northern California will hold an in-depth 
interactive workshop led by Derek Humphry, 
founder of the Hemlock Society and author of 
Final Exit, and Stephen Jamison, PhD, re¬ 
gional director of the Hemlock Society. 


Join us Wednesday, July 21,7-8:30 pm, 
location to be determined. 

$10 advance registration, $15 at the door 

Call 346-2073 


Have your T cells 
dropped 

below 500? 


If you're HIV positive and feeling 
pressured by the need to make 
plans for staying healthy, 
we can help. 

You have questions. We have answers. 

The UCSF POSITIVE EDUCATION^lf^AM 
is a study offering a frei^ovp program 
to help with making h^^0^sions about stress, 
heaJ^ljM living with HIV. 
ParttQH^fsTeceive free medical lab work. 



If you are an HIV positive gay man 
with a T cell count between 
200 and 500 call 


415 597 9141 


UCSF POSITIVE EDUCATION PROJECT 


HIVCare at Saint Francis 
Memorial Hospitai 
Announces Patient 
Recruitment for the 


Foiiowing Studies: 


Hive 


Clarithromycin vs Placebo 

For people with fewer than 100 T4 cells and a negative 
blood culture for MAC. The study provides life-long MAC 
cultures and routine laboratory testing. Clarithromycin is 
provided at no cost to patient. 


DaunoXome vs Combination Chemotherapy 
(Adriamycin, Bleomycin and Vincristine) 

For people with Kaposi's sarcoma and at least 5 untreated 
lesions. DaunoXome is provided at no cost to patient. 


DaunoXome Compassionate Use Protocol 

For people with Kaposi’s sarcoma who have failed 
standard chemotherapy. DaunoXome is provided 
at no cost to patient. 


Oral 882C87 vs Oral Acyclovir 

For people with acute localized herpes zoster (shingles). 
Patients must receive drug within 72 hours of rash onset. 
882C87 and Acyclovir are provided at no cost to patient. 
Patients will receive an honorarium for study participation. 


For more information about these and other studies contact 
HIVCare Client Coordinator Drew Catapano at (415) 353-6215. 
HIVCare is a program of Saint Francis Memorial Hospital, 
900 Hyde Street, San Francisco. 
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Bigots Rear Their 
Ugly Heads in Missouri 


United Press International 

FESTUS, Missouri — A 
group that opposes gay rights 
laws will announce a petition 
drive aimed at amending the 
Missouri constitution to keep 
state and local governments 
from prohibiting discrimina¬ 
tion based on sexual 
orientation, 

Kerry Messer, a conserva¬ 
tive lobbyist and director of 
the newly formed Amend¬ 
ment Coalition, says his 
group opened the campaign 
June 21 in Jefferson City. 

Messer says the co^ition 
does not want to deny equal 
rights to homosexuals, but 
contends that gay rights laws 


United Press International 

HUNTINGTON, Indiana - 
The Dan Quayle Center and 
Museum opens to the public 
today, although workers are 
still putting the finishing 
touches on the tribute to the 
former vice president. 

The facility displays mem¬ 
orabilia amassed by Quayle 
since childhood. The initial 
exhibit will be “Dan Quayle: 
From Huntington to Wash¬ 
ington.” 

It will include his Little 
League uniform. Little 
League Hall of Fame plaque, 
and pictures of the team. 

There are also his high 
school yearbook, various pho¬ 
tographs taken with foreign 
dignitaries during his term as 
vice president, and T-shirts 
given to him by organizations 
from around the nation. 

Kathy Holst, a board mem¬ 
ber of the Dan Quayle Com¬ 


passed recently in his home¬ 
town of Festus and other Mis¬ 
souri communities go too far 
by unintentionally giving spe¬ 
cial rights to people of any 
sexual orientation, including 
pedophiles and prostitutes. 

“We’re saying that you 
have to accept another human 
being, but you shouldn’t have 
to accept another person’s be¬ 
havior,” Messer said. 

Messer declined to say 
how many people belong to 
the coalition. He said the 
group is closely tied to the 
conservative Missouri Family 
Network. 

The secretary of state and 
attorney general must ap¬ 
prove the petition’s wording 


memorative Foundation and 
director of the Huntin^on 
Public Library, said addition¬ 
al exhibits are planned in the 
museum. 

“We have more things 
than can be displayed at any 
one time,” she said. 

David Schenkel, another 
foundation board member, 
said the museum probably 
has about 11,000 items, many 
of which have yet to be cata¬ 
logued. 

Among items already cata¬ 
logued are a photocopy of 
Quayle’s hospital birth record, 
including a smudged print of 
his right footprint. 

When the center is finally 
completed, the foundation 
hopes to make it home for ro¬ 
tating Quayle displays and 
traveling exhibits from the 
Smithsonian and other muse¬ 
ums. 


before coalition members can 
hit the streets. Messer expects 
to begin collecting the needed 
200,000 signatures this sum¬ 
mer. 

The petition would call for 
a voter referendum to decide 
“whether or not people of var¬ 
ious sexual orientations 
should have special rights be¬ 
cause of their sexual behav¬ 
ior,” Messer said. Presumably 
exempted from Messier’s def¬ 
inition of “people of various 
sexual behavior” are hetero¬ 
sexuals, who already enjoy 
special rights in such areas as 
tax benefits, adoption, cus¬ 
tody, family bereavement 
leave, and inheritance laws. T 



Dan Quayle 


The second floor will be 
used as a community center 
and a theater to show Quayle 
family vidoes and home 
movies. 

The museum is housed in 

a former Christian Science 
Church at 204 E. Tipton in 
Huntington. Admission is free 
but donations are accepted. 
The facility is open from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday, and from 1 
to 4 p.m. Sunday. ▼ 


Gee, Mommy, Look at 
All the Coloring Books 


Chicago CW Radio Station Airs 
Anti-Gay Song, Then Apologizes 


by David Olson 

In an unexpected and un¬ 
precedented move, Chicago’s 
country music station, 
WUSN-FM, has formally 
apologized for an anti-gay 
song it aired last month. 

WUSN-FM, which calls it¬ 
self US99, issued an on-the-air 
apology last week during the 
highly rated morning rush 
hour period. The week be¬ 
fore, US99 Program Director 
Dean McNeil sent a letter of 
apology to the Chicago chap¬ 
ter of the Gay and Lesbian 
Alliance Against Defamation. 
GLAAD had asked for a pub¬ 
lic apology for having aired a 
song called “The Ballad of the 
Queen Berets.” 

“It’s very heartening and 
encouraging that local media 
outlets are taking our commu¬ 
nity seriously and owning up 
to their responsibility,” said 
Peter Veiguela, president of 
GLAAD/Chicago. 


A1 Warden, former co¬ 
chair of the Illinois Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force and a 
longtime media monitor, said 
this may be the first full, pub¬ 
lic apology any Chicago me¬ 
dia outlet has given for anti¬ 
gay actions. 

On May 18, the Nashville 
duo Pinkard and Bowden 
performed “Queen Berets” 
live from the US99 studios. 
The song, sung to the tune of 
the 1960s song “Ballad of the 
Green Beret,” ridiculed the 
idea of gays in the military, 
warning of gay men being 
poor soldiers because they 
would fear breaking their 
nails and because they would 
stalk other men in the show¬ 
ers. 

“We normally don’t do that 
type of thing,” McNeil told 
this reporter. “We made one 
mistake, and we realized 
right away that we made a 
mistake, and that’s why we’re 
making an on-the-air apolo¬ 


gy” 

“We didn’t want to alien¬ 
ate anybody,” he added. “We 
know we have a lot of listen¬ 
ers in the gay and lesbian 
community.” 

Veiguela said he and at 
least 20 individual listeners 
complained about the song. 
Veiguela said he got an im¬ 
mediate verbal apology from 
McNeil. 

The on-the-air apology was 
especially significant because 
US99 is a country music sta¬ 
tion, and country music has a 
reputation for attracting a 
heavily conservative audi¬ 
ence, he said. 

“To be honest, I was sur¬ 
prised how willing he was to 
apologize,” he said. “It kind of 
shattered some stereotypes I 
had about [country music].” 

US99, one of Chicago’s 
highest-rated radio stations, is 
the only major country music 
station in that city. ▼ 



































Health News 


Displayed at the Berlin AIDS conference were bricks with 
names of people who have died of AIDS. 


What We Really 
Learned in Berlin 


news analysis 
by Jim Driscoll 

The Berlin AIDS Confer¬ 
ence made one thing clear: 
we still can’t see the light at 
the end of the tunnel. The 
much bcdlyhooed tat drug has 
crashed and burned; nucleo¬ 
side analogues, AZT, ddl, 
ddC, and d4t, either alone on 
in combination, are at best 
stopgap measures; protease 
inhibitors may go the way of 
tat, or become high tech stop¬ 
gaps to supplement faltering 
nucleosides. Big Drug Inc. has 
struck out again, although 
you’d never know it from 
their AIDS profits. 

Meanwhile, Washington 
provides new rhetoric, cou¬ 
pled with the same old lack 
of leadership and the tradi¬ 
tional inaction that activists 
call criminal. Meanwhile, HIV 
spreads relentlessly. Those di¬ 
rectly impacted with the dis¬ 
ease continue to wonder if 
nothing will change until the 
AIDS statistics count more 
straight whites than gays or 
ghetto blacks. In the current 
political climate people with 
AIDS seem at a total impasse. 

The Berlin conference was, 
as widely reported, mostly a 
failure in that it provided no 
new insights into HIV — ex¬ 
cept for depressing ones — but 
it might be considered a suc¬ 
cess if the following five in¬ 
sights into political processes 
are universally embraced: 

1. It's leadership, stupid. 
As Abe Lincoln learned, in a 
real war you can’t afford inef¬ 
fective generals. Presumably, 
the first to go if Clinton were 
truly serious would be Tony 
Fauci, a bumbling Reagan re¬ 
tread. Second would be the 
FDA’s David Kessler, who 
stalled ddC and the Alz¬ 
heimer’s drug tacrine, is now 
stalling d4t, and wants to re¬ 
strict access to alternative 
therapies. If Clinton’s haircut 
delays were as lethal as Kess¬ 
ler’s regulatory delays, he’d 
be impeached. Donna Shalala 
slipped Kessler’s reappoint¬ 
ment through the back door 
to avoid a dicey Senate confir¬ 
mation hearing. A little scruti¬ 
ny could send Kessler the 
way of Zoe Baird or, more 
aptly, Richard Nixon. 

Finally, Shalala herself de¬ 
serves a tight leash. An over¬ 
weaning Clinton crony, she’s 
brought no solid leadership to 
AIDS or any other health 
problem. Her ascendancy, 
coupled with Clinton’s failure 
to appoint an AIDS czar, re¬ 
veals his true priorities: poli¬ 
tics is number one and people 
with AIDS barely make the 
list. 


2. Dethrone AZT and cut 
its price. Let’s face it, this de¬ 
crepit emperor has neither 
clothes nor teeth. Why waste 
more research talent and 
money testing a drug that at 
most works for six months 
and sometimes does more 
harm than good? And why 
squander precious healthcare 
funds on price-gouging AZT 
when the money is needed 
for other drugs, some of 
which work? 

3. Fund research on alter¬ 
native therapies. Currently, 
NIH subsidizes the research 
of Big Drug Inc., while inex¬ 
pensive alternative therapies 
are ignored. NAC, DNCB, 
amino acids, passive im¬ 
munotherapy and many oth¬ 
ers, which may work better 
than AZT and are non-toxic, 
merit testing. Let Big Drug 
Inc. pay its own rese 2 irch bills. 
Use government funds for ba¬ 
sic research and to test treat¬ 
ments Big Drug shuns be¬ 
cause it can’t make a killing 
on them. 

4. Give Big Drug Inc. a 
patent incentive. The way to 
see mountain-moving dedica¬ 
tion at Merck, Glaxo et al is 
to offer the first drug compa¬ 
ny to find a true “AIDS in¬ 
sulin’’ five years additional 
patent protection, applicable 
to any drug they own. 

5. Tear down the wall. 
More than half of PWAs are 
gay, yet no openly gay person 
holds a position of authority 
in FDA, Big Drug Inc., or the 
hierarchy of HHS. The AIDS 
decision-makers will never 
understand what the disease 
does to our lives and commu¬ 
nities until the wall between 
“them’’ and “us” is torn down 
and openly gay people sit on 
both sides of the table and in 
every smoke filled room. 

Given the absence of 
courage, leadership, and com¬ 
mon sense in Washington, 
how do we make AIDS a top 
political priority? The AIDS 
impasse continues because 
the two groups the disease 
hits hardest, gays and ghetto 
blacks, remain disempow- 
ered. These groups must em¬ 
power themselves. Only then 
is AIDS certain to gain high 
priority, only then can we ex¬ 
pect effective action from the 
President, NIH, FDA, and the 
drug companies. 

In Berlin, in the midst of 
the most depressing AIDS 
Conference to date, ACT UP 
offered one of the few sparks 
of hope; now that group’s call 
to unleash the power of peo¬ 
ple with AIDS is more urgent 
than ever before. ▼ 


East and West Meet at 
S.R International Conference 


by Lidia Wasowicz 
UPl Science Writer 

SAN FRANCISCO - A 
4,000-year-old practice may of¬ 
fer people with AIDS some 
relief not available in the 
high-tech, up-to-the-minute 
Western medicine, re¬ 
searchers told a conference 
Sunday, June 20. 

With ten million of the 
world’s population infected 
with HIV, the epidemic in its 
second decade, and with no 
cure or vaccine in sight, PWAs 
are looking for alternatives, 
they said. 

The interest in non-west¬ 
ern options is global since the 
available therapies are be¬ 
yond the means of all but a 
small fraction of those infect¬ 
ed, researchers said at the 
three-day “HIV, AIDS, and 
Chinese Medicine: A First In¬ 
ternational Conference” at 
San Francisco State Universi¬ 
ty- 

Many PWAs are turning to 
traditional Chinese medicine, 
with its customized, whole- 
person approach and inexpen¬ 
sive, simple treatments cen¬ 
tered around herbs, nutrition, 
acupuncture, meditation, mas¬ 
sage, and qigong, or simple 
movements to realign the 
“life force.” 

Chinese medicine appears 
to be particularly helpful in 
maintaining robustness dur¬ 
ing the early stages of HIV in¬ 
fection, minimizing the im¬ 
pact of opportunistic infec¬ 
tions, and reducing the side 


effects of western drugs, said 
Dr. Nancy Harris, a San 
Francisco General Hospital 
AIDS specialist and research 
director of Quan-Yin Healing 
Center in San Francisco. 

“The notable benefits 
achieved in the use of tradi¬ 
tional Chinese medicine as a 
complementary therapy for 
treating HIV-positive and 
AIDS patients are only just 
beginning to be recognized,” 
said Bill I^utz, conference co¬ 
ordinator and former staff sci¬ 
entist at SRI International in 
Menlo Park, California. 

Chinese medicine is not for 
the opportunistic infections 
themselves, Harris said in an 
interview. 

“Rather, I have seen it 
tremendously reduce the side 
effects of such conventional 
medications as AZT—nausea, 
vomiting, anemia — and con¬ 
stitutional symptoms that can 
devastate the quality of life -— 
feeling lousy, night sweats, di¬ 
arrhea, listlessness, fatigue, 
the wasting syndrome, sleep 
problems.” 

Of the 125 PWAs seeking 
relief at the American College 
of Traditional Chinese 
Medicine in San Francisco, 
nearly all are receiving west¬ 
ern medical care as well, said 
clinic research director 
Howard Moffett. 

Patients suffering from in¬ 
fections such as Pneumocystis 
pneumonia -- historically one 
of the more deadly oppor¬ 
tunistic infections — require 
antibiotic treatment and. 


when the condition is suspect¬ 
ed, they are immediately sent 
to a doctor, Moffet said. 

The clinic has had good re¬ 
sults with treating chronic di¬ 
arrhea with a mix of herbs 
and acupuncture, he said. Of 
ten patients, seven found 
complete relief and two expe¬ 
rienced significant improve¬ 
ment following the unconven¬ 
tional therapy. 

“The herbs are balanced so 
that they can be taken safely 
on a daily basis over long pe¬ 
riods of time,” said Harriett 
Beinfeld, author of Between 
Heaven and Barth, a Guide to 
Chinese Medicine and acu¬ 
puncturist at Chinese Medi¬ 
cine Works in San Francisco. 

By expanding the arsenal 
of weapons against AIDS, 
Chinese medicine can turn 
the tide against the death sen¬ 
tence of AIDS, making it a 
chronic rather than terminal 
illness, Harris said. 

“The conference offers fur¬ 
ther conversations to what 
seems to be a growing per¬ 
ception that western medical 
science alone is inadequate in 
successfully treating some se¬ 
vere illnesses,” said George 
Araki, S.F. State biology pro¬ 
fessor and director of the uni¬ 
versity’s Institute for Holistic 
Healing Studies 

“Rather than turning away 
from western medicine, more 
and more people appear to be 
exploring the benefits of alter¬ 
native therapies combined 
with traditional care.” ▼ 



IF SOMEONE YOU 
KNOW HAS AIDS... 
AMERICAN LIFE 

RESOURCES - 

CAN HELP! 


Providing CASH for their 
life insurance policy NOW, 
when they need it the most. 

Coll STEVE SIMON, president of 
AMERICAN LIFE RESOURCES at: 

1 - 800 - 633-0407 

We are committed to paying the highest prices with 
NO HASSLES...NO EXCUSES...EVER! 

American 

^JjfeJ^urce^ 

A Viatical Settlement Company Licensed by the State of California 

Steve Simon and American Life Resources have helped more PWAs take 
control over their lives than any other organization in the world. 
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Obituaries 


d4T Forum 

for people currently taking d4T 
come discuss your experiences, and hear 
results from data collected at previous forums 
sponsored by ACT-UP/GoIden Gate 
MCC Church 150 Eureka St. 

Tuesday June 29th,7:00 pm. 


[ 


^neta/ 


ocAg %^uneta€ 

CALL FOR FREE BROCHURE 

861-7170 


1 
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Larry A. Hartless 

June 16,1993 

Those who knew Larry will miss 
what his circle of 
friends were 
grateful to ex¬ 
perience: his pa¬ 
tience, compas¬ 
sion, and fre¬ 
quent pearls of 
wisdom. During 
his nearly two 
decades in the 
dty, Larry was 
active in the 
local art culture 
vas an jurist and galleiy owner), in Al- 
Anon and Living Sober (as a member, 
trusted servant and irreplaceable spon¬ 
sor and friend), country-western danc¬ 
ing at the High Chapparal and in a 
number of spiritual support organiza¬ 
tions. 

More recently, Larry could be seen 
“holding court” for hours each day at 
both Hot ’n Hunky and at the comer of 
18th and Hartford — sipping iced tea, 
making friends with his eiffable manner 
and selling his trademark glass bead 
necklaces. 

In addition to his loving family of 
friends here in S.F. and across the coun¬ 
try, Larry is survived by his parents, 
Fred and Jean Hartless of Homestead, 
Florida; three brothers and several 
nieces and nephews. 

Thanks go out to St. Mary’s 
AIDS/HIV Unit and the S.F. Visiting 
Nurses Assn, for their excellent services 
and abundant help. 

A gathering to celebrate Larry’s life 
is planned for Tuesday, June 29. For in¬ 
formation please contact Kai at 282-6282 
or Jonathan at 681-2429. ▼ 

James C. Hickman 

April 20,1941-June 15,1993 

Jim Hickman died of AIDSrelated 
pneumonia His 
passing reflected 
his life — one of 
awareness, 
courage and sur¬ 
rounded by 
friends. 

Bora in Iowa, 
Jim’s early years 
were in Port¬ 
smouth, Ohio; 
Oberlin College 
for a degree in 
biology and the University of Oregon 
for his Ph.D. in ecology and systematic 
botany. He tau^t at Washington State 
University, Swarthmore College, and 
U.C Berkeley. 

In 1982, Jim began revising the first 
California plant identification manual 
and ended devoting 10 years to concep¬ 
tualizing and realizing a new, landmark 
field guide to all of California’s native 
plants. The Jepson Manual, edited by 
James C Hickam, was published by the 
University of California Press in early 
1993. 

As a teacher, Jim shared his love for 
the natural world and encouraged those 
around him to truly see our beautiful 
planet. He became a Sianti volunteer 
in 1983 and supported many AIDS 
related groups. Music, intellectual 
curiosity, and good friends were the 
touchstones of his life 

Jim is survived by his partner, Joseph 
Mayfield, San Francisco; his former 
wife, Carole S. Hickman, Berkeley; his 
parents, Beth and Paul Hickman; his 
brothers, Brian and Steve; and 
numerous loving friends, students, and 
colleagues. 

Memorial Celdiration; Saturday, June 
26,1993 at 2 p.m.. University of Califor¬ 
nia Botanical Garden, Berkeley. ▼ 

Charles Kenneth Lee 

March 31,1959-June 5,1993 

Charles “Chuck” Lee died June 5, 
1993 of AIDS 
complications 
and memorial 
services were 
held June 13 at 
Kairos House. 

Chuck was 
educated at the 
University of 
North Carolina 
and the Univer¬ 
sity of Florida 
where he receiv¬ 
ed a degree in Theater and Com¬ 
munications and where he was an MA 
candidate. Locally, he attended Heald 
Business and Computer School, 
graduating with honors. 

Survivors include his father, Charles 
Lee Sr.; mother, Joyce Stack Lee; and 
sister. Dona Lee Pressly; all of Monroe, 
North Carolina. 

Active in AA for seven years. Chuck, 
a faithful servant, reminded us, “you 
just don’t drink. No matter what!” and 
he was always willing to share his ex¬ 
perience, strength, and hope with 


newcomers. He will be missed by many 
local friends, including John, Janet, Dot- 
tie and Jon. 

Charles — as fiesty as you could be, 
and as loving and caring as you were — 
we will miss you and we will meet 
again. Love, John. 

The family suggests that memorial 
contributions be given to the AIDS 
organization of your choice. T 

Greg Hannaford 

Oct. 31,1950-June 14,1993 

Just after sunrise on June 14, Gregory 
Charles Han¬ 
naford, while a- 
sleep, died 

peacefully of an 
AIDS-related 
condition in 
Laguna Beach, 
California. 

Born in Pasa¬ 
dena, Greg grew 
up in Anaheim, 
where not long 
after high 

school, he, like his late father, Charles, 
went to work for Disneyland. In 1977, 
Greg moved to San Francisco and was 
employed by the Hilton Hotel, then 
Pacific Bell and, lastly, by the E.P.A. 
Despite being a dedicated employee 
who gave more to his employers than 
he received in return, Greg’s special 
province was his art. He was ac¬ 
complished in drawing, weaving, 
ceramics, mask-making and puppetry. 
Greg's work, characterized by a delicate 
line, a spring palette and an expressed 
humor, if not whimsy, is, like he was, 
bouyant, sunny, and witty. 

Because he was a Californian and an 
artist for whom the image of the sun 
was a recurrent motif, that Greg should 
die as the sun rose over Southern 
California seems felicitous. We, who 
were lucky enough to have known 
Greg, have memories at least. But, in 
contrast to Greg’s florid personality in 
life, an unadorned memory indeed ap¬ 
pears pallid. Maybe in us a fragment, an 
essence of Greg survives. He was, after 
all, profoundly spiritual. Certainly by 
his loyal friendship, his exemplary 
honesty and his reverence for life, Greg 
ineluctably altered us. From now on, if 
ever we consider betraying a trust, or 
lying, or squashing a bug. I’ll bet that 
in some sense Greg will be present, and 
in us his qualities will endure. 

On June 18, a memorial service was 
held for Greg in Anaheim at St. An¬ 
thony’s, the church he attended as a 
child. His ashes will be buried beside 
his beloved Aunt Helen in the old 
Anaheim founders’ cemetery, where as 
a child he played and as a young adult 
dropped acid. 

Greg is survived by his mother, 
Marie; and by his many friends. He will 
be missed. T 


David Reichling 

Oct. 5, 1958-June 16,1993 
David Reichling died quietly of 
AIDS-related 
lymphoma at 
Coming Home 
Hospice, SF, on 
June 16, 1993. 

David was a 
graduate of the 
University of Il¬ 
linois, Cham¬ 
paign, in ar¬ 
chitecture and in 
engineering. He 
also was work¬ 
ing on a masters engineering program 
at Stanford before ill health forced him 
to abandon his studies. 

In 1983, he fulfilled a life goal, mov¬ 
ing to San Francisco, where he work¬ 
ed in marketing and later, research 
technology for Chevron. He enjoyed the 
gay life of the city as well. He contracted 
the HIV virus in 1983, and fought a 
gallant and gracious personal battle 
with HIV for nine years, and with 
AIDS, more recently. 

Three years ago, after a lifetime of a 
very diverse gay lifestyle, he chose to 
take the risk of a long-term relationship 
and spent his remaining energies on 
that endeavor with typical enthusiasm. 

Weeks before his death, he also 
revealed to his mother that what moved 
him most, in people, was the love found 
in simple kindnesses. He experienced 
continuing transformations during his 
short life span. 

His passing carries with it an ongo¬ 
ing trail of love, from his parents, 
Dorothy & John; a brother, Michael; to 
many family and friends, including, 
Mike Abate, who was his closest 
“friend,” — friend for his lifetime. 

Those whom he touched will enjoy 
the rich legacy of his own personal love 
for them, which continues and grows. 
▼ 








Robert (Bobby Chico) Ferris 

May 20,1960-June 16,1993 
Robert died peacefully in his sleep at 
2:15 p.m. on 
^ Wednesday, June 
116, after a coura- 
Igeous year-long 
I battle with 
multiple AIDS 
w ^ illnesses. 

^ Even though 

he was scared, 
he always kept a 
positive attitude 
and always had a 
smile on his face. 
There beside him d^ and night was his 
gfrandmother, Karen and his friend 
Mac, who supported him for the last 
year. Robert was born in S.F. and was 
raised by his grandparents Sally and 
Raymond Bannag. 

Robert was a very creative and ar¬ 
tistic person who has touched all our 
lives in his own specieil way. 

Robert leaves behing Salud Bannag, 
Catalina Ferris, Ernest fis Gloria Ban¬ 
nag, Jazmena Bannag, Regina Bannag, 
Damon Bannag and family, Aaron 
Guillory and family, Karen Detriwidad 
and Darren McCleary (Mac). 

We would like to thank the staff of 
Ward 86, Suzanne Glassgow, RN of SP. 
Visiting Nurses and Hospice and many 
more for their help in caring for Robert 
and we end by saying he’s in better 
hands now than we could ever give him. 


Thomas Lindsay Fleming 

June 18,1993 

Thomas Lindsay Fleming, 40, 
youngest son of 
Dr. and Mrs. 
Dean S. Flem¬ 
ing, died June 18, 
1993, of AIDS, at 
the home of his 
parents, in Santa 
Rosa. 

Tom was a 
longtime resi¬ 
dent of the Bay 
Area where he 
was active in the 

performing arts. 

Tom was born in Minneapolis, Min¬ 
nesota, and grew up in Hopkins, a 
suburb. 

In 1974 he received a Bachelor of Arts 
(History Major) from Stanford Univer¬ 
sity. In 1991 he received his Masters 
Degree in Library and Information 
Studies from the University of Califor¬ 
nia, Berkeley. 

In San Francisco his performing ex¬ 
perience in 1977-83 included produc¬ 
tions at the Magic Theatre, Eureka 
Theatre, Theatre Rhinoceros, and Soon 
3 (includng an Italian tour in 1983). 

He was a member of the San Fran¬ 
cisco Symphony Chorus in 1981-82, and 
more recently the Oakland Symphony 
Chorus. Tom was also a member of The 
Jesters singing group. 

Tom was especially proud of his work 
with Donald Pippen’s Pocket Opera, 
where he served as Stage Director and 
Production Manager. 

Tom lived for several years in Los 
Angeles where he was employed by 
Orion Pictures as Assistant to the Script 
and Story Editor. He also worked at the 
Pacific Film Archive in Berkeley. 

Tom was a swimmer and hiker and 
an avid reader of a wide range of sub¬ 
jects. He was blessed with a great, wry 
sense of humor, a host of wonderful 
friends and a loving family. He always 
had a cheerful, optimistic outlook for 
future adveiitures. 

There will be a Memorial Service at 
St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church in Ken¬ 
wood, at 4:30 p.m. on June 29. ▼ 



Larry Dean Mauk 
"Bunny" 

Sept. 30,1955-June 16,1993 
After a long painful struggle with 
AIDS, Bunny 
found his way to 
a peaceful place. 
He lived life 
with zest and 
reached a con¬ 
sciousness that 
attracted many 
loving people 
into his life. 

He will be 
surely missed by 
his father. Bob; 
mother, Lou, brother, David; sister, 
Susan; and friends old and new. 

Special thanks to those who stood by 
him during his illness—Jim, Jack, Jan, 
Madeline, Sean, Darrel, Annie, Mary, 
Wayne, Brad, Richard, VNH, and all. 

Your journey is unknown to us — we 
will join you when it is our turn to ride 
the wind that takes you with the tide. ▼ 






























Obituaries 


John H. Anagnos MSW 

July 10,1954-June 12,1993 



John died at home on Sunday morn¬ 
ing surrounded 
with love from 
his roommate 
Sal, his friend, 
Mark, and the 
love of his life, 
his dog Eno. 

John had been 
suffering with 
AIDS for the 
past year. He 
moved to San 
Francisco in 
1990 from Dallas, Texas. John dedicated 
the last 13 years of his life helping others 
as a clinical social worker. He received 
his BS in Psychology at Brigham Young 
Univeristy in Utah and his MSW at 
Loyola University of Chicago. He was 
employed here at Belmont Hills 
Hospit^ until his illness became disabl¬ 
ing. John died as he wished with his 
dignity intact and at peace with himself 
and all who loved him. John is surviv¬ 
ed by his family in New Hampshire, 
Dallas, Seattle, and San Francisco. 

John was loved by many people and 
his life will continue through them. T 


Lynford W. Light 

June 3,1993 

Lynford W. Ligjit, 36, son of Mrs. 

Esther E. Light 
and the late 
Rufus A. Ligjit, 
passed away 
Thursday, June 
3, after a long ill¬ 
ness with Cryp- 
toccosis Menin¬ 
gitis at Kaiser 
Permanente 
French Campus 
Hospital, San 
Francisco, Cal¬ 
ifornia Lyn was the manager of San 
Francisco’s famous Lone Star Saloon 
until his illness forced him to retire last 
winter. He remained active with his 
charitable and social activities as long 
as his health allowed. A memorial beer 
bust will be held in his honor SaturdsQr 
afternoon, June 26, 1993, at the Lone 
Star Saloon. Please call (415) 863-9999 
for further information. 

He is survived by his mother, 
brothers, Geoige and Lester Siyder; sbi 
nieces and one nephew, two great 
nieces and three great nephews, also 
three Aunts, Mrs. Edith Bleichert, Miss 
Minerva Gingrich, Mrs. Florence Eber- 
sole and a host of loving friends. 

A graveside service will be held at a 
later date, at the convenience of the 
family in Lebanon, Pennsylvania. 
Memorial gifts can be made to Lyn’s 
favorite charity, the SF AIDS Emergen¬ 
cy Fund, 1550 California St., #7, SF, CA 
94109. T 



Richard losty 

April 14,1951-Dec. 29,1992 
AIDS activist art historian, scholar, 
student, teacher, friend and inspiration. 
A memorial will be held for Richard 
losty on Saturday, June 26,2 p.m. at the 
Neptune Society Columbarium, 1 Lor¬ 
raine Ct. (between Arguello and Sta- 
nyan, off Geary Blvd., behind the Cor¬ 
onet Theatre), San Francisco. ▼ 


Thomas G. Frazier 


Oct. 25,1946-June 3,1993 



Tom died of AIDS at the Garden 
Sullivan Hospice 
on June 3, 1993. 
His friends Bob, 
Ron, and Boyde 
were at his side. 

He was born 
and spent his 
early years in 
northeast Okla¬ 
homa He honor¬ 
ably served his 
country in the 
U.S. Army in 


Vietnam. 

Tom is survived and greatly missed 
by his grandmother Frazier, mother 
Lela Aker, sisters Clarice Potter and 
Marcy Cossey, nieces Tammy and Min¬ 
dy, nephews Scott and Grady, and his 
many friends. 


Tom will alw£ys be remembered for 
his love, caring and compassion for the 
underprivileged, disadvantaged, disen¬ 
franchised, and those less fortunate 
than himself, and also for his love of 
animals and nature and his qre for sim¬ 
ple style and beauty that he always 
managed to Hnd 2 ill around him. 

We would like to extend a very 
special thanks to the nursing staff at 
Garden Memorial Hospice for their 
generous care and compassion. 

Tom will be missed and always 
remembered. The world is a sadder 
place without him. T 


Kenneth Metzgar 

Jan. 7,1951-June 19,1993 

Our Kenny left us Saturday morning, 
free now from 
the pain and fear 
that troubled 
him in his hnal 
few days. 

This sweet, 
gentle man will 
be greatly miss¬ 
ed by a host of 
loving family 
and friends, in¬ 
cluding his sis¬ 
ter, Helene: par¬ 
ents, Beck and Tony; his lover, Eric; and 
long time companion, Guy. 

Kenny possessed a deligjitful and uni¬ 
que spirit that brought joy to many. This 
was one fun, fella! He had an air about 
him, and a way with words so utterly 
charming and lovable that their echo 
will remain loud and clear in our hearts 
and minds as Icmg as we live. 

He would often say jokingly, “Ya 
know, life doesn’t always paint a pret¬ 
ty picture.” 

ta fact, Kenity’s adorable presence 
helped to beautify life for many of us. 

Friends will gather at the Marina 
Green this Saturday, June 26 at 3 p.m. 
in celebration of Kenny’s life and the 
places, things, and people that he loved. 

Please, no flowers, but donations to 
the AIDS charity of your choice would 
be thankfully appreciated. T 



Ira Clark, Jr. 

March 30,1943-June 8,1993 
Ira touched a lot of hearts. He was a 
dear and true friend to many. 

We wish you peace. A memorial get 
together will be held on July 10th at 2<X) 
p.m. at the Phone Booth on 25th and S. 
Van Ness. T 


Justin Sawin Fingado 

Aug. 22,1946-June 1,1993 

Justin Fingado (known by his family 
as “Rusty”) died 
in San Francisco 
on June 1, 1993. 
Bom in Paterson 
and raised in Ho- 
Ho-Kus, New 
Jersey, he attend¬ 
ed Franconia 
College, Fran¬ 
conia, N.H. and 
earned a diplo¬ 
ma in Computer 
Repair from The 
Control Data Institute in Atlanta, 
Georgia in 1989. 

In the decade of the 1970s, he owned 
and operated a very successful hair 
salon called “Justin Thyme,” in Lit¬ 
tleton, N.H. His life-long gifts and pas¬ 
sions included gardening and working 
with plants. 

To know Justin was to know his 
special touch with antiques and the 
magic of turning a house into a home. 

We remember Justin for his sense of 
humor, love of music and zest and love 
for life. His years in San Francisco were 
enriched by his association with the 
Gay Men’s Chorus and was the defin¬ 
ing element of his last years. His legacy 
to us all is his gregarious personality, his 
music and his courage in the face of 
AIDS. ▼ 



Victor Lopez Cruz 

Jan. 21,1944-May 11,1993 
Victor had provided tireless care for 
many men right 
from the beginn¬ 
ing of the epi¬ 
demic, most es¬ 
pecially for his 
ex-lovers Orlaui- 
do and Gary. 

And now, two 
weeks before he 
himself died of 
Pneumocystis, as 
he lay in his 
hospital bed, his 
breathing assisted, he coughed and 
talked about his life. He said, “I don’t 
have any regrets. I’ve lived my life as I 
wanted to. When I think of the wonder¬ 
ful men, the great drugs, the incredible 
parties! I’ve travelled all over the world 
— what’s to regret? I’ve had a good life. 
I’ve helped people. I’m happy and I 
found my religion.” He kept the Book 
of Common Prayer near his bedside 
and he was sorry that the medication 
kept him from being able to read for 
more than a couple of minutes at a time. 

Victor is survived by his lover, Allan, 
by his friends in San Francisco and 
New York and by his family in Puerto 
Rica We will always miss you, friend, 
you who have gone before us. ▼ 



SCOTT ALLEN SHIPE 
November 10, 1957 - May 29, 1993 



Scott died of AIDS on May 29, 1993, at age 35. He was dearly loved and will be missed gready. 

Scott was a handsome, quiet, and solitary man who grew up along the graceful beaches of Santa 
Barbara. After leaving home and coming out, he lived at the Russian River and in New York, but spent most 
of his adult life in the City. 

In his 20s, Scott worked as a bartender at many popular places (Lion's Pub, Sutter's Mill, the 
Deluxe, Drums, and Dreamland), making numerous friends, and discovering his hidden talent for lighting. 
Scott then changed careers, becoming a bright spot among local lighting design professionals. He was quite 
proud of his achievements in this field. 

Scott had an artistic and gamy approach to life, and found great tranquillity in being outdoors. He 
was a loving combination of gruff masculinity, surprising warm-heartedness, and wry humour. At times 
stubborn, he highly valued independence, which characterized his approach to living with AIDS. 

Diagnosed with CMV in December 1991, Scott, as a brave warrior, fought HIV with quiet 
aggression. His last employer, Casella Lighting, was extraordinary in support of Scott following his 
disability leave from work. During his arduous decline, Scott inspired those around him by a tenacious 
courage to live. His surrender was marked by compassion, dignity and hope. And now, having shed that 
struggle, he can exist at peace. 

Survivors include Scott's caregiving support group: his life partner, Rick Bidgood and his 
compassionate friend, Tim Shawl; his parents, Pat and Ed; five sisters, Cheryl, Chris, Becki, Valerie, and 
Laurie; brother-in-law, John; and numerous friends such as Kirk B., Kim C., Alan B., Jimmy B., Hank G., 
Michael S., and Chris B. Sadly, Scott was predeceased by many other friends. Special thanks to his 
physician, Stephen Becker, and nurses Sandy M., Karen R., and Barbara M. 

A gathering to remember Scott is planned for June 26. Call (415) 863-3394 for information. 

Life pauses at the profound loss of this luminescent man. As we sift through the remains, the 
words of Chinese poet Lu Xun offer some comfort: "Hope is like a path in the countryside: originally there 
was no path. Yet, as people walk all the time in the same spot, a way appears." 


VINCENT H. EVANS 
MAY 31,1949 - MAY 30,1990 

Devoted son, lover, friend 
Born in Manhattan. Attended 
Queens College. 


Vince early exhibited his love of 
travel & adventure combined with 
a love for music, when, at 
eighteen, he pedalled his bicyde 
from the lower east side of 
Manhattan to Woodstock. 

In his mid-twenties he was co¬ 
owner of "Butttermilk Bottom” - a 
top quality disco on the edge of 
Wall Street. 

He moved to San Francisco in 
the mid seventies and followed a 
varied career as d.j., hairdresser, 
salesperson, office assistant, 
handyman and interior designer. 

He travelled frequently and easily to all corners of this country and abroad - 
exhibiting his ”cool” exterior to ail and revealing his charm and Intensity - his "King 
of hearts" to a lucky few. 

Whether going out to paint an apartment, to visit showrooms, to attend galas, to 
make an appearance at the Folsom St. Fair, to dance with The FoggyCIty Squares, 
or to disco the night away - he was Immaculately and perfectly dressed for the 
occasion. 

He was active to the end. He travelled on The RSVP Mexican Riviera Cruise at the 
end of March. On April 24th, he drove his cherished Bronco to the Mission, dined 
out and attended Theatre Rhinoceros. 

On May 16th, he was admitted to UCSF Hospital and passed on may 30th, one day 
before his 44th birthday. 

Both his father and his ever-supportive mother were here from New York at his 
passing. 

He will be sorely missed on this plane. 

'Breathe on him breath of god, fill him with life anew.' 
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Obituaries 



Vincent "Vince" Evans 

May 31, 1949-May 30,1993 
After a very short final illness, Vince 
passed on at 
Laguna Honda 
one day short of 
his 44th birth¬ 
day. 

No ordinary 
person in life, he 
will be pleased 
to see, with you, 
his larger disp% 
in this 

life. V 


Ritch Stroud 


Dec. 26,1961-June 10,1993 



of the last ten years, 
Ritch Stroud, 
passed away on 
10, after a 
two and a half 
year struggle 
with AIDS. It 
was his wish that 
all who gave him 
such great sup¬ 
port during this 
period be 
acknowledged. 
Myself and 
Ritch would like to thank jenne Edin- 




moved to San Francisco where he 

and later became Public Relations 

In 1961 at age 22, George started 

narrating and showing travel adventure films. His company, The 
Explorer Club, which later became Explorama, revolutionized the 
industry. 

George also founded Explorama Cruises in 1978. And in 1983 
he took over Cable Car Travel Agency on Union Square. 

Explorama feature length travel documentaries became 
increasingly popular. By the 1980‘s Explorama was showing 
films in over ten locations in the Bay Area as well as in San 

Diego and Los Angeles. One movie attracted as many as 

250,000 viewers. Explorama became the nation’s largest 
presenter of travel films. 

Explorama was credited with reviving the travel movie business, 
and with improving it, largely due to George's insistence that 
each movie presentation be accompanied with an in-person 
narration by its producer. 

A memorial has been established to the Maitri Hospice on 

Hartford Street. 




You could earn 
over $100/mo. 
for 4 hrs. of your time 


And help the 
fight against AIDS 


If you are HIV+ and healthy 
(Over 400 t-cells & no Ols) 
and pass our 
laboratory evaluation 

PLASMA DONORS NEEDED 


FREE MEDICAL EXAMS 
ROUTINE LAB 
MONITORING 
INCLUDING T-CELLS 


For upcoming 
phase III study 
of PHT 

(Passive HyperimmuneTherapy) 

Call (415) 399-0971 

Study Sponsored HEMACARE 

California State IND #690 
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son and Kate Bartholomew of the 
Visiting Nurses and Hospice of S.E for 
their help in our time of need. Also, 
Veronica Baskir of the Department of 
Social Srvices of S.F. for her help, and 
David (Davida) for the haircuts and 
thougjitful visits. Ritch also wanted all 
of the crew at the Gangway: John Wise, 
Darrell Wright, Woody and Bobby to 
know that during this difficult time you 
all deserve credit for your wonderful 
support. This includes the many 
customers who were our friends and 
were so kind. Also, I must mention our 
wonderful neighbor, Ralph Stevens, 
whose kindness and witty conversation 
helped myself and Ritch througji some 
of our darkest days. 

It was Ritch’s wish to spend all of his 
last dsQTs at home and because of the 
wonderful and dedicated help of Mr. 
William Schultz of S.F, this wish was 
accomplished. Bill, words cannot ex¬ 
press our thanks to you. We wish you 
happiness forever. 

We will all miss you, Ritch. Each and 
every one of us, including the cats you 
loved, Leroy and Carmen and as for 
myself, Ritch, I wish you love — Mon¬ 
ti. ▼ 


Harry Allen 

Oct. 23,1950-May 9,1993 

Harry Allen passed awjty in DC from 
complications related to AIDS on May 
9, with his family and lover of five years, 
Chris Olson, by his side. 

A longtime resident of San Francisco, 
Harry received his B.Si from SF State 
and his Masters of Library Science 
fomr U.C Berkeley. 

Harry worked as a corporate research 
executive at Pacific Bell in SF and San 
Ramon for 11 years before working for 
MCI in 1992. 

Harry, shy and reserved when one 
first met him, will be most remembered 
for his outragous sense of humor and 
his ability to shock people with his 
remarks. Always a professional on the 
job, he still was able to meike the job en¬ 
joyable for those he worked with, never 
taking things too seriously. He will be 
missed terribly by his friends in SF, 
Washington, DC, and other areas. 

Harry is survived by his mother, Dora 
Allen, sisters, Brenda and Jerry; twin 
brother, Larry; and his lover, Chris 
Olson. 

We are so grateful Harry didn’t suf¬ 
fer a painful, prolonged illness. It was 
wonderful to know him. 

A memorial service is planned for 
June 26, at 1 p.m. at Grace Cathedral. In 
lieu of flowers, we ask that donations be 
made in Harry’s name to AmFAR, 5900 
Wilshire Blvd, 2nd Floor, E. Satellite, 
Los Angeles, CA 90036. V 


Daniel Peter Warner 


June 14,1993 



way. 

Daniel was so 
fun and so loving 
and he was very 
important to the 
Gay community. 

Partly in re¬ 
sponse to his 
friend. Bill 


passing 
in 1983, Daniel 
co-founded the Los Angeles Shanti 
Foundation. In 1991, Daniel received 
L.A. Shanti’s Commitment to Service 
award, which seemed to be his proud¬ 
est moment. Since then, the award has 
been the Daniel P. Warner Commit¬ 
ment to Service Award. 


You were 


in every way and 
you saw the 
world the same 


Daniel also participated in San Fran¬ 
cisco’s Wedge progreim, througji which 
he spoke to high school students on 
AIDS prevention. The students’ thank 
you notes adways mentioned apprecia¬ 
tion for helping point out how wonder¬ 
ful and lovable they were. His last 
presentation was at Washington Higji 
School just six days before he died. 

Daniel consulted with TV networks 
on the portrayal of gay men in such 
movies as the Emmy award-winning 
An Early Frost. He also threw the first 
pitch for the Giants as a Shanti 
representative in 1991. 

Daniel, your life was sheer poetry, art, 
and fun and we are so grateful to have 
crossed paths with you. We’re h^py to 
know you’re out of pain, that you died 
the w^ you lived; with love and peace, 
and that we know you’re now with your 
little sister Cathy, with Gary, and with 
so mai^ other good ones. But we’ll miss 
you terribly. We love you, sweetie-pie 
T 


Michael M. Orlich 

March 26,1955-May 27,1993 



left us around 8 p.m. on a 
Thursday, in the 
company and 
of his 
Mike, 
had spent 
last, most 
weeks 
cons- 
care for his 
son, along with 
the equally lov¬ 
ing care of 
sister. 


Joy. 

Bom and raised in Reno, Michael 
graduated from high school there, at¬ 
tended the University of Nevada and 
gradually migrated to San Rafael, 
where he ended a 15-year career with 
Pacific Bell as a maintenance and con¬ 


struction splicer. After illness struck, 
Michael moved to San Francisco where 
he could be closer to most of his friends, 
good care, and his favorite pubs. 

Those left behind in addition to his 
father, Mike and sister, Joy are mother, 
Barbara Hoover of Padre Island, TX; 
sister, Renee Olson of Albuquerque; 
brother, Russell Hoover, Kansas City. 
Michael was preceded in death by 
former lover Edward and a horrific 
number of friends. In addition to im¬ 
mediate family, he is survived by Alex, 
Bret, very special friend, Jeanie, John, 
caterer extraordinaire, who, with his 
partner, Robert, provided an incredible, 
unforgettable evening of celebration on 
Michael’s 38th birthday, Keith, “Little 
Mo,’’ Patrick, Steve, Steven and a host 
of other too numerous to mention. 

Michael is painfully missed by us all, 
but remembered as a loyal, high- 
spirited friend, ready for anything and, 
for a variety of reasons, usually the 
center of any gathering whether it be at 
a cocktail party, a hike up Mt. St. 
Helena, shopping or at Molly Brown’s. 

It’s just not going to be the same 
without hearing Michael’s familiar 
“Whaddya doin?” at the other end of the 
phone. 

Whaddya doin,’ dear Michael? Your 
resting and the suffering is over. 

Cremation occurred in San Francisco 
and Michael’s ashes travelled back to 
Reno, where they are interred at Moun¬ 
tain View Cemetary. T 


Terry Lay 

July 20,1960-June 1,1993 



Terry Lay passed peacefully at the 
Fort Miley Vet¬ 
erans Hospital in 
San Francisco 
early Tuesday 
morning June 1 
of complications 
from PCP and 
HIV. 

Terry was a 
long-time part- 
and best 
of John 
He is 
Lee Etta Moses 
Walker of Corbin, KY; one sister, 
Kimberly Ann Bums of West Salem, 
Ohio; three brothers. Tonka and Tim¬ 
my Lay, both of Corbin, KY and Har¬ 
mon Lee Walker, Jr., of Thibo, LA; one 
niece, one nephew. 

Moving to San Francisco in 1987, he 
worked as a telephone operator for 
many of the answering services, mak¬ 
ing many friends along the way. He at¬ 
tended Alemany Community College 
and was a volunteer at Fort Miley. He 
was also a member of the First Con¬ 
gregational Church of San Francisco, 
and a member of the San Francisco 
Zoo. 


Many thanks to the staff and friends 
of Fort Miley for taking such good care 
of him. He drove you all “NUTS” in his 
own loving way. 

Services were held June 5, in Corbin, 
KY. A local memorial service is being 
planned. Please call 239-6560 for details. 

▼ 


Kenny Eason 

Oct. 12,1949-March 20,1993 



On the first day of Spring, in San 
Francisco, Kenny died after being long 
challenged by 


He lived in the 
San Diego area 
from birth to his 
early 20s, where 
he graduated 
from Hilltop 
High School as 
an honor student 
and was an ac- 
complished 
member of the 
swim team. He attended the Universi¬ 
ty of California, San Diego, and studied 


towards a degree in communications. 
During that time he was involved with 
the anti-war movement against US. in¬ 
tervention in Vietnam, and lived in 
Ocean Beach, where he was a com¬ 
munity activist and a contributing 
member of the Ocean Beach Rag, a 
local alternative newspaper. 

In 1976, he relocated to San Francisco 
and beccune a member of the People’s 
Bakery Collective for many years. He 
was briefly employed by Bank of 
America until he went on disability in 
1989. 

Kenny loved the diversity of cultures 
and lifestyles that are so uniquely San 
Francisco, and enjoyed living in¬ 
dependently in his Mission District 
apartment until his final hospitalization. 

He was a special person to all who 
knew him and he will be greatly miss¬ 
ed by many San Francisco friends and 
his family in Southern California. V 


Bruce C. Herbert 
a.k.a. Father Flick 

June 26,1951-June 15,1993 

Bruce C Herbert of San Rafael died 
at home Tuesday, June 15 of AIDS 
related pneumonia He was 41. 

A native of Santa Rosa Bruce was the 
son of science fiction author Frank 
Herbert and advertising manager Bever¬ 
ly Herbert. 

Bruce had a lifelong interest in elec¬ 
tronics and broadcasting. He built his 
own radio station at the age of 13 in Fair¬ 
fax, worked in TV broadcasting in the 
midwest in his 20s, and later owned an 
electronics repair business in Fairfax 
that, eimong its customers counted a 
number of San Francisco’s pleasure 
palaces of the ’70s heydays. 

He also worked creating and 
marketing software, and was a profes¬ 
sional photographer, specializing in 
video work. 

An activist within the gay commu¬ 
nity, Bruce was a member of a number 
of organizations, including The Sisters 
of Perpetual Indulgence, Inc, where he 
was engrossed in creating a documen¬ 
tary on the history and current work of 
the group. 

He was an accomplished cook who 
also loved music, books, and a 
stimulating conversation. 

Among those who will miss Bruce 
are his longtime intimate friends Chris, 
Elaine, and Andy; his brother Brian, 
and his sister Penny Merritt. 

Private services will be held, with a 
memorial fund established at Hospice 
of Marin, Corte Madera. ▼ 


Gary Capps 

April 27,1953-June 18,1993 



arms of Lindell 
Bruce, his lover 
of eleven years, 
and was sup¬ 
ported by the 
concerted ener¬ 
gies and love of 
those who stood 
by him during 
the last two days 
of his life. These 
included his 
mother, Cathy 
Capps, and many 


Bom and reared in Pueblo, Colorado, 
Gary attended the University of Col¬ 
orado in Boulder before moving to San 
Franciso in 1977. 

Always dedicated to the welfare of 
children, Gary sponsored Alateen 
groups and volunteered his time help¬ 
ing disadvantaged youngsters learn to 
read. In 1987, after first testing positive 
for HIV, he returned to college, receiv¬ 
ing his B.A. from San Francisco State 
University in 1989. For two years, he 
taught 2nd graders at M.P. Brown 
School in Daly City. During his long ill¬ 
ness, he occasionally managed to return 
to the school “just to be with the kids.” 

Previous to teaching, Gary was a 
familiar face at the San Francisco Sym¬ 
phony box office, where he worked for 
10 years. 


Clean and sober for 15 years, Gary 
was active in A.A. and Al-Anon, and 
was also a founding member of a 12-step 
support group for people with HIV, a 
meeting which has served as a model 
for other groups nationwide. 

A celebration of his life will be held 
at Most Holy Redeemer Church at 12J0 
p.m. on Saturday, June 26th. A potluck 
will follow at Lindell’s home. 

In lieu of flowers, contributions may 
be made to the Shanti Project or Kairos 
House. T 
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by Michael C. Botkin 


M ayor Jordan has a 
long and checkered 
history with San 
Francisco’s gay 
community, such that he’s 
hardly counted as our 
“friend.” Yet this not-to-so 
friendly mayor has just ap¬ 
pointed a Latina lesbian to re¬ 
place Supervisor Achtenberg 
when he could have appoint¬ 
ed a wealthy Downtowner or 
another god-child. As enemies 
go, he’s rather congenial. 

On the other hand is our 
biggest “friend” Bill Clinton. 
Mainstream pundits insist 
that “Bill Clinton is the best 
friend the gays have ever had. 


Commentary 

or will ever get.” But it’s hard 
to see what good we have got¬ 
ten out of this friendship. Is a 
good enemy that much better 
than a bad friend? 

Some people like to por¬ 
tray Mayor Jordan as a com¬ 
plete buffoon, but he’s made 
some amazing comebacks 
from what should have been 
fatal goofs, especially regard¬ 
ing the gay community. He 
was Chief of Police during 
the notorious “Castro Sweep” 
of 1989, an unprovoked anti¬ 
queer police riot. But he 
made amends for that by toss¬ 
ing his brother to the wolves. 
(His brother is reportedly still 
pissed about it; but that’s 
what happens to you when 
you’re Jordan’s friend instead 
of his enemy.) 

Even so, the gay and les¬ 
bian community remained 
cool to Jordan until the infa¬ 
mous incident where he had 
his shoe pulled off in a scuffle 
during the ABlOl demonstra¬ 
tions. The shoe was ritually 
immolated on top of a donut 
box; soon after, Jordan top¬ 
pled Agnos and became may¬ 
or. Between the catharthis 
provided by the shoe and the 
looming need to establish 
some sort of modus operand! 
with City Hall, a cool balance 
was restored. Jordan re¬ 
mained good-natured about 
the shoe, we let him off the 
hook on the Sweep. 

Replacing a damned lesbian 

It wasn’t long before this 
was disrupted by the Hongis- 
to affair. It is difficult (and 
perhaps painful?) to recall 
that the gay community ac¬ 
tively hailed this appointment 
at the time. But Hongo went 
crazy when given carte- 
blanche to restore order in 
the wake of the L.A, riots, tar¬ 
geting the queer community 
for pre-emptive strikes to pre¬ 
vent unrest. He finally over¬ 
reached himself when he sent 
the vice squad out to trash the 
Bay Times, which had a 
mildly obscene parody of the 
Hongo on its cover). 

Jordan resolved the result¬ 
ing blow-out by canning 
Hongisto fast. This was 
heavy-duty, first-amendment 
stuff, and he guessed — cor¬ 
rectly, as it turned, out — that 
The City could best avoid lia¬ 
bility by disassociating from 
Hongo’s action ASAP. 
Hongisto, instead of waiting 
quietly for a consolation prize, 
attempted to rally conserva¬ 
tive public support; as a result 
he got nothing. His rapid de¬ 
parture and rough treatment 
mollified the gay and lesbian 
community. 


Even so, we’ve spent the 
past several months wonder¬ 
ing who Jordan was going to 
appoint to replace Achten¬ 
berg, the “Damn Lesbian” 
who vacated her lofty posi¬ 
tion on the Board of Supes to 
go to Washington. Just a year 
ago we had three gay or les¬ 
bian members (out of a total 
of 11) on the Board, a plural¬ 
ity that provided the core of a 
liberal majority; now we were 
faced with having just one. It 
certainly didn’t seem likely 
that Jordan would cater to our 
anxieties in this regard when 
he could appoint anyone he 
wanted to boost the conserva¬ 
tive wing in general suid his 
clout in particular. 

When push came to shove, 
Jordan apparently decided 
that he needed to throw us a 
bone. Cuts ordered by his of¬ 
fice will soon close many 
AIDS-related City services, 
despite Jordan’s oft-repeated 
campiagn promises to the 
contrary. Community reaction 
to this has already been 
strong (for example, last week 
his office was briefly occupied 
by queer activists protesting 
the cuts). But this gesture of a 
lesbian appointment will sat¬ 
isfy some gays and lesbians 
enough to keep the whole 
community from coalescing 
against him, and once again 
“Mayor Magoo” will have 
somehow stumbled through 
the chaos. 

Don't ask 

Jordan must mollify us oc¬ 
casionally, because we’re a 
large and solid voting block; 
so he’s a generous enemy. 
President Clinton, on the oth¬ 
er hand, really doesn’t have to 
give us an 3 Athing to preserve 
our friendship. Where are we 
going to go if we break with 
him? The Republicans are 
drifting ever further to the 
right, and even a “moderate” 
like Republican Senate leader 
Bob Dole voted against ap¬ 
proving Achtenberg for her 
new post. We’re in his vest 
pocket (along with all those 
millions of dollars we donat¬ 
ed) and everyone knows it. 

Where Jordan sees us a 
powerful enemy, whose 
wrath is to be feared, Clinton 
sees us as a pathetically weak 
and vulnerable friend; almost 
a liability. 

Even so, one can be a 
rather lukewarm friend and 
still do a lot less damage than 
Clinton is doing our cause. In 
a couple of weeks, in mid- 
July, he’ll announce his deci¬ 
sion on the ban on gays in the 
military. It will almost cer¬ 
tainly be a “compromise” 
along the lines of the “don’t 
ask, don’t tell” neo-closeted 
policy proposed by Senator 
Nunn and endorsed by the 
nominally gay Congressman 
Barney Frank (“the Weenie of 
the East”). 

I don’t know how closeted 
queer soldiers feel about it, 
but I rather suspect we’d all 
be better off if the whole 
thing had simply never been 
brought up at all in the first 
place. When Clinton an¬ 
nounced his intention to re¬ 
move the ban it kicked off a 
chain of events that soon got 
out of control. The military 
has been whipping up an anti¬ 
gay crusade of impressive 
proportions, and naturally 
this has spilled over into the 
civilian world as well. Queer¬ 
bashing is at an all-time high 
and continuing to rise. If Clin¬ 
ton backs down on his 
promise, as he’s getting ready 


to do, it will signal open sea¬ 
son on us and our rights all 
across the country. The pro¬ 
tections offered to gay and 
lesbian soldiers by a “don’t 
ask, don’t tell” policy will be 
trivial compared to the flood 
of violence unleashed by the 
recent Pentagon-sponsored 
hate-mongering. 

To put it in grade-school 
playground terms (which bet¬ 
ter approximates the military 
mind) it’s as though little 
queer Mikey’s friend Big Bill 
offers to help him resolve his 
conflict with the local bullies. 
“You just gotta talk to ‘em 
firm.” Bill assures, leading 
Mikey to the ruffian’s lair. 
“Come on out!” he yells, 
“Mikey here wants to give 
you a piece of his mind!” 

Out they pour, about four 
times as many as Bill had 


counted on, armed with bats 
and bottles. “Hey, Bill; isn’t 
that your old lady calling 
you?” asks their brawny lead¬ 
er. Demonstrating conclusivly 
his contention that “talkin’ 
firm” always works. Bill takes 
the hint and scuttles home, 
leaving Mikey to face the 
mob alone. Later he’ll help 
Mikey bandage his multiple 
cuts, bruises, and abrasions; 
but only in private, for from 
now on he doesn’t feel it’s 
wise to be seen in public with 
Mikey. 

Sure he meant well; but 
his fine attentions only caused 
more trouble. If only our ene¬ 
mies had such “friends!” 

We might as well note 
briefly here that Clinton has 
not honored any of his other 
promises to the gay and les¬ 
bian community. There is no 


“AIDS Czar” on the horizon, 
and frankly at this point I 
could care less about who 
gets this hopelessly watered- 
down position. HIVers are 
still barred from the country 
and Clinton never got around 
to closing the Haitan PWA 
death camp he inherited from 
Bush (a federal court did 
that). In return for the contro¬ 
versy and anger Clinton’s 
£iroused against us we’ve got¬ 
ten — nothing. 

Based on the comparison 
of Jordan to Clinton, you have 
to conclude that a good ene¬ 
my is better than a bad friend 
any day. So, Big Bill, next 
time you need campaign 
funds from your “friends” the 
gays, just remember the first 
half of your new policy on 
gays in the military: Don’t 
Ask!T 


BODY & SOUL 

The Dream Lod^e Experience 



"Okay!" David leaned back and the others caught and lifted him hi^h, 
supporting him in an exercise in trust. 

"I want to say 'they carried me to the mountain and it set me free,' but 
I'm really not altogether sure what happened. I only know that it was all 
very important." DavW Jackson, hotelier 

"You will surprise yourself!" 

The Dream Lodge Experience offers a limited number of workshops each year. Because of the 

intense nature of the work, enrollment is set at 15 men per seminar. Workshops are held at the Isis 
Oasis Retreat Center in Sonoma County. The cost of a life-transforming weekend, including acco¬ 
modations, meals and the Dream Lodge Experience is $290. A deposit of $100 is requires to secure 
your reservation. 

Mid-Summer Workshop: Fri.-Sun., July 9-11 
Early Fall Workshop: Fri.-Sun., Sept. 17-19 

FOP. MOPE INFOPMATION AND W0PP5H0F DATES: 

The Dream Lodge 

434 Lake Park Avenue #32, Oakland, CA 94610 •Tel: 510/444-3366 
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National News 


PROJECT INFORM TOWN MEETING 

REPORT FROM THE IXth INTERNATIONAL 
AIDS CONFERENCE IN BERLIN 



With: 

Martin Delaney 

Founding Director of Project Inform 

Jesse Dobson 

Director, Project Immune Restoration 

Brenda Lein 

Treatment Activist 

Joel Thomas 

Treatment Activist 

Wednesday, June 30 
7:30 p.m. 

UCSF Laurel Fleights Auditorium 
333 California Street at Presidio Avenue 
Sub-Level 1 Parking 
Served by Muni 
#1, #2, #3, #4, #24 (switch to #1), and #43 

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
Donation Suggested 

For more information call: 
PROJECT INFORM HOTLINE 
415-558-9051 or 800-344-7422 

Please note: 

This meeting replaces the usual end-of-the-month 
PI Town Meeting at the MCC Church. 


Can you really pick 
the best company 
to sell your 
life insurance to 
by flipping through 
a newspaper? 


What do you think? Take a minute to 
evaluate all the information and 
options. Call National Viator* 
Representatives, Inc. (“NVR"). NVR is 
an independent seller’s representative 
not affiliated with any sin^e purchaser. 
Our sole purpose is to help PWAs and 
other critically ill people maximize the 
proceeds from their life insurance poli¬ 
cies now, with the least stress, and in 
the shortest period of time. 

Save yourself a lot of headaches—and 
money! 


^OWIN 
SXN 

. FRANCISCO!^ 


Gall your local representative, 
Scott Wilbanks, at 415-255-2996 
or our New York Headquarters, 
Toll-free 1-800-932-0050 
Mon. - Pri. 9:00 - 5:00 


Gall to get a FR£B copy of: 

Twelve Questions 
You Need To Ask 
Before Selling Tbur 
Life Insuranee Policy 


HIM 


NATIONAL VIATOR REPRESENTATIVES, INC. 

New York Denver Boston San Francisco 
Created by Members of the Gay Community /or the Gay Community 

*Vlnlor U IndMUry UmfaMloSjr lor o mOm of o Ufa tnourioi poUsjr 



Sierra Club Backtracks 
On Colorado Boycott 


by Jim Emerson 

The Sierra Club’s “inter¬ 
im” boycott of Colorado to 
protest against the state’s ho¬ 
mophobic Amendment 2 may 
die quietly at the club’s next 
national board of directors 
meeting in September — un¬ 
less something drastic hap¬ 
pens. 

“I’m not planning to do 
anything unless I hear from 
other chapters that this really 
needs to be addressed in 
some way. A lot depends on 
what happens in Colorado 
during the summer,” said 
Sierra Club president Michele 
Perrault. 

Amendment 2, as ap¬ 
proved last year by Colorado 
voters, codifies homophobia 
as state law in the Rocky 
Mountain State. This has en¬ 
couraged Christian zealots in 
other places to promote dis¬ 
crimination against lesbians 
and gays. 

The issue of whether or 
not to oppose state sponsored 
discrimination against gays 
and lesbians has apparently 
divided the Sierra Club 
nationally. 

A resolution for the “inter¬ 
im” for a limited boycott of 
Colorado was approved by 
the club’s national board of 
directors at the beginning of 
May, although the vote was 
split with some directors ab¬ 
staining or voting against boy¬ 
cotting Colorado. 

The boycott apparently 
doesn’t have national support. 
None of the Sierra Club’s 56 
chapters outside of the Bay 
area have voiced any support 
for making club’s boycott of 
Colorado either permanent or 
more restrictive until the anti- 
civil rights law is thrown out. 
Information about the so- 
called “interim” boycott has 
been circulated to all the 
club’s chapters. 

As it stands, the boycott is 
temporary pending “further 
review,” according to the 
Sierra Club’s resolution. This 
limited boycott prohibits 
Sierra magazine from accept¬ 
ing new advertising from Col¬ 
orado’s tourism office. It also 
precludes any national Sierra 
Club meetings from taking 
place in the Rocky Mountain 
State, but specifically ex¬ 
empts recreational trips from 
any boycott. 

Sierra has subsequently 
stopped accepting new ads 
from the state’s tourism agen¬ 
cy. However, the restriction 
on meetings is mostly symbol¬ 
ic because the Sierra Club 


doesn’t hold national meet¬ 
ings in Colorado, except occa¬ 
sionally subcommittee meet¬ 
ings, said Gene Coan, director 
of volunteer development for 
the Sierra Club. 

“Legislation such as Col¬ 
orado’s Amendment 2 runs 
counter to our view that basic 
freedoms and human rights 
should be granted to every¬ 
one,” said Coan, who quoted 
from the boycott resolution. 

“Outings [meaning excur¬ 
sions, not statements that 
drag people out of the closet] 
aren’t affected,” added Coan. 
“We decided outings are es¬ 
sential to the club’s mission,” 
he said. 

The boycott was initially 
proposed by the Gay and Les¬ 
bian Sierrans, which is part of 
the San Francisco Bay Chap¬ 
ter of the Sierra Club. With 
more than 1,000 members, the 
GLS hiking club is the largest 
“activities section” within the 
Sierra Club. 

The call for a total nation¬ 
wide Sierra Club boycott of 
Colorado was first proposed 
by GLS member George 
Wright, an East Bay resident 
who lives in Richmond. “So 
far we haven’t gotten all of 
what we wanted,” Wright 
conceded. 

Perrault said that no one 
in Colorado — nor anywhere 
else outside of the Bay area — 
has commented on Colorado 
since the national group dis¬ 
cussed and acted on Wright’s 
proposal. “I’ve heard noth¬ 
ing,” Perrault said. 

It’s too early to make plans 
for putting the issue on the 
agenda for the club’s next 
quarterly national meeting in 
^ptember, Perrault added. It 
may never come up again and 
could become irrelevant if 
Amendment 2 is declared ille¬ 
gal, she said. 

According to Wright, only 
one national Sierra Club di¬ 
rector has voiced strong sup¬ 
port for a Colorado boycott: 
Kathy Fletcher who lives in 
the Seattle area. Fletcher 
could not be reached for com¬ 
ment by the Bay Area Re¬ 
porter. She wrote the Sierra 
Club’s boycott resolution 
based on the Wright’s idea, 
which was supported by the 
local GLS group. 

Wright was recently 
named “volunteer of the 
month” by GLS, for his spear¬ 
heading efforts to convince 
the Sierra Club’s national di¬ 
rectors to join the national 
campaign to boycott Col¬ 
orado. ▼ 
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PALH SPRIHaS 


a Private 
Resort 

• R«mot« Control Tolevisions with Closod 
Circuit All Male Video’s 
• Warm €# Relaxing Atmosphere 

• Magnificent Mountain Views 
•Kool Fog Misting System 

• Nude Sunbathing 

Wsi«i ^Mstdt ]3Mve 
Palm. Rnotmura. CA 

« W (*»»> S«9<n(44 

• ttiMtwWtitetlwrltwitlwtf*_ 


I^SUAL ^LEGANCE 

A NEW GENTLEMEN’S RESORT OFFERJNC: 

Lush Garden Settings 
Stylishly decorated Suites 
Poolside Breakfast 

615 Warm Sands Dr. • palm Springs. California 
(619) 320-5650 • (800) 342*7638 (OUTSIDE CA) 


Set Near The Heart Of 

palm springs 

t EL Ml RASOL VILLAS is a resort of 

uncommon hospitality... Where 
expectations are quietly met 
... Proudly serving our commu- 
'^27^7 nity with style, since 1975. 

A PRIVATE RESORT HOTEL (Color brochure upon request) 

525 Warm Sands Drive • Palm Springs, CA 92264 
(800) 327-2985 • (619) 327-5913 CA. 


Stay Free! 

/% stay where the fun is at the desert’s 
gay resort... 45 deluxe 
bungalows (smoking or non-smoking) 
color TV. kitchenette and 
phones... All on 2.5 acres of palms and 
gardens... Large pool. Jacuzzi, sauna and masseur... just 
3 minutes from the bars. Erijoy our full liquor bar and 
poolside cafe... Off Season Rates: $54. to $80. with 3rd 
night free. (Rates exclude holidays) 

THE VILLA/PALM SPRINGS 

67-670 Carey Road Cathedral City CA. 92234 
_ 619/323-7211 ReservaHotts SOO/Vllla-OK 


CA3IP 


PALM SPRIN(iS 


INAUGURAL SUMMER RATES 
Fro” — 619*322*CAMP 

800«793'0063 

"PerNight ✓''"Callyour' 

Boy's Camp Was (‘^"}P cpun^iors) 
Never Like This! 


•Luxuriously Renovated Hotel 
•Large Entertainment Areas 
•Heated Pool & Jacuzzi 
•Natural Sunbathing 

722 San Lorenzo Road, Palm Springs CA 92264 


Paddle Tennis Court 
California Breakfast 
Kitchenettes Available 
Private Secured Grounds 


At Long Last, A Deluxe 
Gay Men’s Resort 



(flAPLOWaUf) 


Palm Springs, California 


A CIVILIZED EDEN 

T he finest gay hotel in the United States-in 
the tradition of the best-loved small luxury 
hotels of Europe. Exquisite Spanish hacienda- 
style bungalows set in romantic tropical gardens. 
Designer-award suites and rtMims with magnificent 
bathriKims. fireplaces and private patios. 

C-ourtesy buffet luncheon and breakfast served by 
the huge p(K)l. New gymnasium, large spa, 
secluded rtxiftop sundcck, bicycles, video players, 
superb film library. 

Committed to Excellence. 

For rtscrvalions or color hriK'hurc 
call619-)2M977 
(’)ut>idc California 800-221-407) 

I7S t. El Alameda, Palm Springs, CA 92262 


OSCOVB? 

S(DunMESimiCMuzAnoN 

inPaimSprings 

By: JlmKavanauffh 

It’s time to dispel the notion 
that summer in Palm Springs is too 
hot. Of course, it does get hot - 
wonderfully hot, often over 100* but 
also frequently in the high '80s and 
low ’90s. But it’s a marvellous dry 
heat, totally different from the often 
damp, humid air of coastal resorts 
and inland cities. 

You don’t sweat. You can 
even run in comfort. Days are long 
and the Southwestern sun shines 
and shines. You are virtually 
guaranteed a golden tan in Palm 
Springs. No smog. No fog. No rain. 
No drizzle. And no disappointment. 

The desert in the summer 
offers perfect weather plus clean, 
invigorating healthful air. It’s a 
chance to discover what a distinct 
pleasure simply breathing can be! 
Indeed, the sunny, warm climate 
makes Palm Springs (where it rains 
only 15 days each year) the only 
genuinely year-round destination 
resort in the U.S.A.. Add the incred¬ 
ibly diverse attractions and the 
numerous gay restaurants, bars 
and clubs and you have the premier 
holiday destination for gay men and 
women from all over the world. 

Gays are Safe and 
Welcome in Palm Springs. 

Gays, both the large local 
contingent and visitors, are impor¬ 
tant to the Palm Springs economy. 
This has been frequently acknowl¬ 
edged by civic leaders, press and 
law officers. Gay men and lesbians 
are assured of complete safety and 
a warm, open-hearted welcome 
wherever they go. Palm Springs is 
truly a resort destination for everyone. 



i 

Looking for more 


Destination Information? 



The Gay Guide to Palm 

Springs... Available now from 


< 

the City of Palm Springs 



Division of Tourism. 


£ 

To receive your free copy of this 



comprehensive fuR color guide 


to Palm Springs including desert 


CD 

attractions, where to go, what to 



see, din'mg, nightlife and more... 


O 

call the City of Palm Springs at 



1-800-34-SPRINGS 



and ask for The (3ay Guide To 

Palm Springs. 


Super Activities 

Palm Springs in the summer 
is not just for sun-worshippers. 
Options for shopping, sight-seeing 
and entertainment are endless. The 
Oasis Water Park brings the ocean 
to the desert. The active can 
challenge themselves on countless 
tennis courts and golf courses. 
There’s hiking in the nearby Joshua 
Tree Monument Park. Horseback 
riding, jeep tours, balloon rides and 
the famous Aerial Tramway running 
from the desert floor to the peak of 
Mount San Jacinto 8,516 feet above 
to lure the adventurous. 

Great Food and Bars 

When the sun finally 
disappears behind the mountains, 
the many gay restaurants, bars and 
discos beckon. No two gay clubs or 
bars in Palm Springs are alike. Sip 
martinis in a piano bar or swagger 
in western gear in a "corral". Watch 
magnificent young men wrestle in 
whipped cream each Sunday night. 
Join in country and western dancing 
(lessons provided) - or just disco 
the night away. 


ALEXANDER 


Tastefully appointed guestrooms with king beds, remote color 
TVs, VCR’s, phones, refrigerators, some with kitchens and private pat¬ 
ios. Beautifully landscaped grounds, sparkling swimming pooUnd large 
spa. Total privacy allowing nude sunbathing. Continental breakfast and 
light lunch daily. Reasonable rates with discounts for extended stays. 

598 Grenfall Road • Palm Springs, CA 92264 

(619) 327-6911 • (800) 448-6197 

— Call or write for brochure — 


As with any Endeavor, there are few that 
set themselves apart fh>m the crowd ... 



Undoubtedly one of the country's finest Gentlemen's Resorts. 

For Reservations or Color Brochure 

1^00-735-3422 

2388 East Racquet Club Road • Palm Springs, CA 92262 



Hacienda en Sueho 

Hacienda en Sueno is luxurious. Pri¬ 
vate phones, two pools, jacuzzi, your own 


^centrally air-conditioned one-bedroom 
^ —g apartmentecfuippedwitheveryamenity.Plus 

V Micro-Cool outdoor cooling, free use of Golds 

gym and natural sunbathing. 

Now until November 1st offering discounts up to 65%. 
586 Yiarm Sands Drive, Palm Springs, CA 92264 
Call for reservations: 
1-800-359-2007 




_ 

A PRIVATE RESORT HOTEL 

•Deluxe rooms & poolside suites 
•Continental Breakfast •Private patios 
•Large pool & jacuzzi •Outdoor cooling system 
641 San Lorenzo Road, Palm Springs Ca 92264 

6191325-5269 800/621-6973 Fax: 6191320-9535 


Enjoy Our Great Summer Rates! 


TastefuIN DECADENT 

The ULTIMATE PRIVATE RESORT 

SPECIAL SUMMER RATES!! i 

i TJl I’rirscotl, Palm Springs, CA 92262 | 

619-325-0229 

On\m\e QA 800-554-3828 ^ 



5pehd a few romantic nights in someone else's bed. 

Escape wItNn /he privacy of our boauHAdly ktrtdscapod 
otkI gated grourKb. NlnestucBo, 1 A 2 bedroom suites await... 
offering all the amenities you deserve. AH Just steps from a 
sparking pool A soothing spa... where swim suits ate optkxKH. 
A private resort for men offering oH ihe amenities you deserve. 

SumAER Value Rates 50% off. 

ReqiJkes a 2 right rnhlrrKtm stay, 
excludes HoHday periods 
- ■ mm _ f or group bookings. 

Triangi£ Inn vandd/is to w 


Fas HOOMLWONS OR A COLOR SRCXNUK CAU 

800/732»7555 - 619/322*7993 

^ Sam Lorboo Road. Palm SssNos CAuamsA 92264 


YOUR GAY RESORT DESTINATION FOR THE I990*S 
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LEGAL NOTICES 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. t74613 

The followingperson is doing business as 
EVERY WEaX 32 Walter S., San Fran¬ 
cisco, CA §4114-1007: EDWARD 
BEDARD, 32 Walter St., San Francisco, 
CA 94114-1007. 

Registrant commenced business under 
the above fictitious business name on 
the date May 13, 1993. This business is 
conducted by an individual. Signed ED¬ 
WARD BEDARD. 

This statement was filed with the Coun¬ 
ty Clerk of the City and County of San 
Francisco, CA on May 13, 1993. 

June 10,17, 24, July 1,1993. L-174613 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 175160 

The followina person is doing business as 
EYE CONTACfr, 7 5 Lilly St. #203, San Fran¬ 
cisco, CA 94102: WILLIAM E. MON¬ 
TGOMERY, 633 Post St. #158, San Francis¬ 
co, CA 94109. 

Registrant commenced business under the 
above fictious business name on the date 
February 1, 1993. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual. Signed WILLIAM E. 
MONTGOMERY. 

This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of the City and County of San Francis¬ 
co, CA on February 1, 1993. 

June 3, 10. 17, 24, 1993. L-175160 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 175379 

The followin^erson is doing business as 
CUSTOM Sd^WARE SOLUTIONS, 325 
Caselli Ave., San Francisco, CA 94114: 
WILLIAM carter, 325 Caselli Ava, San 
Francisco, CA 94114; STEVEN 
DITOMAS6, 325 Caselli Ave., San Fran¬ 
cisco, CA 94114. 

Registrant commenced business under 
the above fictitious business name on 
the date June 3, 1993. This business is 
conducted by co-partners. Signed 
WILLIAM CARTER. 

This statement was filed with the Coun¬ 
ty Clerk of the City and County of San 
Francisco, CA on June 3, 1993. 

June 10,17,24, July 1,1993. L-175379 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 175911 

The following person is doing business as 
ROBINSON-WARD CELLULAR AUDITS, 
22 Gardenside, San Francisco, CA 94101: 
MCKINLEY WARD, 153 Crosswinds Ct., 
Hercules, CA 94547. 

Registrant commenced business under 
the above fictitious business name on 
the date July 16, 1993. This business is 
conducted an individual. Signed 
MCKINLEY WARD. 

This statement was filed with the Coun¬ 
ty Clerk of the City and County of San 
Francisco, CA on June 17, 1993. 

June 24, July 1, 8, 15, 1993. L-175911 


ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME FILE NO. 
952550 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA AND FOR THE 
COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO, in the 
matter of the application of RYAN 
CARINO JUAN, MATTHEW CARINO 
JUAN, ERNIE CARINO JUAN, JR. for 
change of name. The application of RYAN 
CARfNQ JUAN, MATTHEW CARINO 
JUAN, ERNIE CARINO JUAN, JR. for 
change of name, having been filed in 
Court, and it appearing from said applica¬ 
tion that RYAN CARINO JUAN, MAT¬ 
THEW CARINO JUAN, ERNIE CARINO 
JUAN, JR. has filed an application pro¬ 
posing that THEIR name be changed to 
RYAN JUAN CARINO, MATTHEWJUAN 
CARINO, ERNIE JUAN CARINO. Now, 
therefore, it is hereby ordered and 
directed, that all persons interested in 
said matter do appear before this Court 
in Department X-4 on the 9th day of 
August 1993 at 9 o'clock AM, of said day 
to show cause why the application for 
change of name should not be granted. 
It is further ordered that a copy of this 
Order be published in the BAY AREA RE¬ 
PORTER, a newspaper of general circula¬ 
tion, printed in said county, at least once 
a week for four consecutive weeks prior 
to the day of said hearing. Dated this 14th 
day of June, 1993. 

June 24, July 1, 8, 15,1993. L-952550 


ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME FILE NO. 
952418 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA AND FOR THE 
COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO, in the 
matter of the application of TAYLOR 
NICHOLAS RUBINO-TOWNER for 
change of name. The application of 
TAYLOR NICHOLAS RUBINO-TOWNER 
for change of name, having been filed in 
Court, and it appearing from said applica¬ 
tion that TAYLOR NICHOLAS RUBINO- 
TOWNER has filed an application propos¬ 
ing that HIS name be changed to TAYLOR 
NFCHOLAS RUBINO-rIyES. Now, 
therefore, it is hereby ordered and 
directed, that all persons interested in 
said matter do appear before this Court 
in Department X-4 on the 29th day of 
July i993 at 9 o'clock AM, of said day to 
show cause why the application for 
change of name should not be granted. 
It is further ordered that a copy of this 
Order be published in the BAY AREA RE¬ 
PORTER, a newspaper of general circula¬ 
tion, printed in said county, at least once 
a week for four consecutive weeks prior 
to the day of said hearing. Dated this 9th 
day of June, 1993. 

June 24, July 1, 8, 15,1993. L-952418 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 175268 

The following person is doing business as 
BONGOMAN PRODUCTIONS, 895 29th 
Avenue #203, San Francisco, CA 94121: 
DANIEL S. I^RANKSTON, 895 29th 
Avenue #203. San Francisco, CA 94121; 
MARK A. SIEBeRT, 881 Arguello Avenue, 
San Francisco, CA 94118. 

Registrant commenced business under 
the above fictitious business name on 
the date June 1, 1993. This business is 
conducted by copartners. Signed 
DANIEL S. FRANKSTON. 

This statement was filed with the Coun¬ 
ty Clerk of the City and County of San 
Francisco, CA on June 1, 1993. 

June 17, 24, July 1,8,1993. L-175268 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 175323 

The followinc 
LIN ENTERF 

Francisco, dci ■ i i. liiv, 

1000 North Point St. #1802, San Francis¬ 
co, CA 94109- LAWRENCE P. LIN, 245 
Prospect St., Sausalito, CA. 

Registrant commenced business under 
the above fictitious business name on 
the date July 19, 1990. This business is 
conducted by co-partners. Signed BET- 

This statement was filed with the Coun¬ 
ty Clerk of the City and County of San 
Francisco, CA on June 2, 1993. 

June 10,17,24, July 1,1993. L-175323 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 175710 

The followingperson is doing business as 
SL TRADING INTERNATFONAL CO., 
2018 19th Avenue Apt. E, Seattle, WA 
98112: LOBATCHEV SERGUE, 2018 19th 
Avenue Apt. E, Seattle, WA 98112. 
Registrant commenced business under 
the above fictitious business name on 
the date June 11, 1993. This business is 
conducted by an individual. Signed 
LOBATCHEV SERGUE, Director. 

This statement was filed with the Coun- 
^ Clerk of the City and County of San 
Francisco, CA on June 11, 1993. 

June 17, 24, July 1, 8, 1993. L-175710 


JOBS OFFERED 


ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR CHANGE OF 
NAME FLE NO. 951996 

IN SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF 
CALIFORNIA AND FOR THE COUNTY OF 
SAN FRANCISCO, In the matter of the ap¬ 
plication of (BARBARA JOY MILLER) for 
change of name. The application of (BAR¬ 
BARA JOY MILLER) for change of name, 
having been filed in the Ck>urt, and it appear¬ 
ing from said application that (BAREiARA 
JOY MILLER) has filed an application pro¬ 
posing that (HER) name be changed to 
(BAR&RA JOY). Now, therefore, it is hereby 
ordered and directed, that all persons in¬ 
terested in said matter do appear before this 
Court in Department (X-4) on the 8th day of 
JULY 1993 at 9:00 o'clock AM, of said day 
to show cause why the application for 
change of name should not be granted. It is 
further ordered that a copy of this Order be 
published in the BAY AREA REPORTER, a 
newspaper of general circulation, printed in 
said county, at least once a week for four 
consecutive weeks prior to the day of said 
hearing. Dated this 24th day of MAY, 1993. 

June 3, 10, 17, 24, 1993. L-951996 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 
STATEMENT FILE NO. 174963 

The following person is doing business as 
LADIES WITT! WEENIES (OF SAN FRAN- 
ClSCiO), 930 Hayes St. #11, San Francis¬ 
co, CA 94117: TAWNY GOLD, 930 Hayes 
St. #11, San Francisco, CA §4117. 
Registrant commenced business under 
the above fictitious business name on 
the date May 20, 1993. This business is 
conducted by an individual. Signed 
TAWNY GOLD. 

This statement was filed with the Coun- 
W Clerk of the City and County of San 
Francisco, CA on May 20, 1993. 

June 3, 10, 17, 24, 1993. L-174963 


News You Can 
Use! 

B.A.R. 




Seek Mature Pers For Part 
time job in small medical 
practice. Flexible hours. 
Require refs, office and 
computer exp. 826-3666. e25 


GAY MORMONS 

Social Support Meetings 
Sundays 5:30 150 Eureka St 
Information Call 641-4554 e25 


Job search skills in small group 
taught by profs. Enrollment 
limited. Career Decisions. 

296-7373 e27 

B. A. R. CLASSIFIEDS 
GET RESULTS!! 

Call 415-861-5019 

Experienced Cocktail 
Waiter-Busboy-Barback 
Tuesday Night—See Bill 

Club Bahia 1600 Market St. e25 


BUSINESS 

JDPPORTUNITIES 


Video Performers 
Men 18/28 for Gay Adult 
Project. Top Pay, All Types. 
Chris 282-6081. 11am to 7 pm 

E26 

SECURITY GUARD 

Campus 
220 Jones St. 

Call 673-3511 
Good Ray e25 

MEDICAL ASST 
BACK/FRONT OFF 32H 
Surg/Proctology Exp. Pref'd 
Dr. Robert Bush 621-8175 e25 

Director of Substance Abuse Ser¬ 
vices for Mental Health/Sub¬ 
stance Abuse/AIDS Agency. Re¬ 
sponsible for multiple residential 
sites and co-op housing pro¬ 
grams. Master plus extensive 
management and residential ex¬ 
perience. Competitive salary plus 
benefits. Resumes to: Baker 
Places, Inc. (SAD/BAR) 310 Town¬ 
send, Ste 300, SF 94107. 
Multicultural applicants and peo¬ 
ple with disabilities encouraged. 

EOE. E25 


Supplement your income 
by stripping totally nude 
on stage at the world 
famous Nob Hill Cinema 
in San Francisco. 

Yolj can earn $300 - $400 
per week and have a 
good time doing it! We 
present guys on stage 56 
times a week for 20 
minute shows. Take your 
pick! Do as many as you 
want. If you like to show 
off... an<3 show it to an 
audience of appreciative 
men, come by NOW for 
an audition. 

Open daily from 11:45 am 
Auditions from noon till 6:00 pm 

NOB HILL CINEMA 

729 Bush St. (at Powell) 

San Francisco, CA 94108 


RETAIL CLERK 

Clerk for busy Castro Area retail video 
store. Must be friiendly, self-motivated, 
energetic and competent. Need work 
refs. Full-time and flexible day and eve¬ 
ning hours and weekends. Starts at 
$6.50 per hour. Pick up application at 
4141 18th Street. 


Cashier/Sales Clerk 

Progressive, customer oriented Adult 
Video and gift stores seek sharp, pro¬ 
fessional, well groomed employees. 
Starting $5.50 plus ctmimissions. Ex¬ 
cellent opportunity for advancement. 
Call (415) 567-9191 
between 1-3 om ONLY! 


Wanted: Erotic J/0 Performers 
Very Good Pay For Short Time 
Apply in Person at the 
Tearoom Theater 
145 Eddy Street. (Between Mission & 
Taylor) Monday thru Fri. 11 a.m.-4 
p.m. Audition Required. 



GAY OWNED AIRLINE 
Investor-Partners wanted 
for gay owned charter 
commuter-air taxi airline 
Pos. tax and travel benefits 
for larger investors-Min. 7K 
Call Fax Write Air SF 
2215-R Market St., Box 535 
SF, CA 94114 (415) 861-4226 
Fax Air SF (415) 252-9709 E 26 

IT'S YOUR LIFE! 

Build a business of your 
own. Looking for 10 key 
people to help expand 
International Health and 
Nutrition Company. Call 
1-800-497-5740 for info. e27 


Tupperware for the 90's. 
To buy or sell. 564-7679 


1-900-844-2227 


EACH CALL IS JUST 98c PER MINUTE. YOU MUST BE AT LEAST 18 
YEARS OLD. BARTALK IS A SERVICE OF THE BAY AREA REPORTER 


SOLE-SOURSE 

Nutritional Study to Help 
Make a Difference. HIV-i- 
With Wt. Loss & Diarrhea. 

If nothing is working, give 
us a call. 14-28 day study 
$300-700 Stipend paid. Nutr. 
evaluation included. No cost. 
Call Andrew (415) 476-367025 

NEW ZEALAND KIWI 

Couple Coming to Bay Area 
For Academic Exchange to 
U.C. Berkeley Aug 93-May 94 
Seek Inexpensive Living 
Situation or Exchange. He's 
Chef and He's a Psysiotherapist- 
turned arthitect. Can You Help? 
Robinson-Crimp, 112 Kelburn Pde 
Wellington 5*N.Z. 

Tel. 644.475.7605 e25 


RENTALS 


$575-$625 STUDIO APTS. 
Civic Center Hayes 
Valley Just Remodeled 
First Month Free 
Call Chuck 552-7407 e 2 ( 

$850 2BD flat Hayes Vly 
Lg. Sunny View nr. Opera 
Gd. tran. Must see! 661-6751 


$1050 SOMA nr. BART 
5 RM, Viet., crpts., W/D 
D/W, grdn, garg, avail. 

626-6899_ m 

Modern Nob Hill Studio 
$750 Furnished, TV, AEK 
View, Near Cable Cars 
6 Months Minimum. 776-5120 


Share Off w/Ad Exc. & Arch. 

Full Equip Gd Pk Duboce 
Pk Secure Nu Pt. 626-2824 e27 

2BR HD FB DK #850 431-4314 


Loral High, 2 flats —Up-Lower 
Up: 1500 -L: 1400-2 
Bedrooms 1 bath, kitch, dining¬ 
room, living room, R. Fireplace 
Yard, Garage. 441-5412/221-9412 


PAGE NR. FILLMORE 

Garden apt in Victorian hse 
Modern, sunrm w great view! 
$650-Call 386-6657 e27 

$82 Wk Ambassador Hotel 
55 Mason/Market 441-4188e26 

$600 Nice Lg. Studio In 4 
Unit Viet. Bldg. HW, Backyard 
Access. Duboce Triangle. 
Very Convenient. 558-9808 e25 

GORGEOUS 2BD/2BA 
MARINA FLAT 

New Lg. Top Fir, Frpic, W/D 
Superior Finishes, Roof 
Deck, Pkg Avail. $2900 
Nr. Marina Green, 929-6996e26 

2 Bedroom Flat 
Between Octavia/Laguna 
Phone: 431-2215 
Between 3 & 6 p.m. ib 

$10 DAY 18TH/VAL 

w/3 Meals, Phone, Laundry 
Low Income GA, SSI 
Gay Rescue Mission 863-1051 

E25 

Oakland-Lk Merritt Charm 
2BDRM/1BA House. Lrg. eat-in 
kitch. Dm G/D, W/D, 
small yard/patio, garage 
Hdwd floors, frpi, $995 -f 
deposit. (510) 272-9898 e25 
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COMMUNITY 

RENTALS 

• Over 1300 Apts, flats & 
houses each month. 

• Vacancies in all city areas. 

• 2 convenient offices. 

• Open 7 days a week. 

• Gay owned/Gay staffed. 

552-9595 


$450 Up Large Studios Sep 
kit., din, Ig. dost, hrdw fir 
clean, sec, grt transp. extrs. 
Call for appt. 474-2572 e25 

1 BDRM Apt. for Rent/E. oak 
$350 Mo./quiet/no drugs/no 
pets/refs-leave message (510) 
534-6458 Scott-Blanca e 26 

Beautiful Spacious 2 Bedrm 
flat SOMA, laundry, full 
basement. Great place and 
location. $1,000.—431-5511 e25 

630 1 BDRM Apt Nr Opera 
Gym, MUNI Mini Blinds Lndry 
AvI. 7/1 864-8089 e 26 

REDWOOD CITY 

Extra large 1BR Deck Pkg 
New cpt, paint. Nr trans $650 
365-6710_ m 

$650/Vict/Hdwd/552-3935E28 
$385 Studio Apt 474-9459 e27 


IVY HOTEL 

$85 8 Up Weekly 

( 415 ) 863-6388 

539 Octavia, S.F.CA 94102 


SAN FRANCISCO 


$199 • $49 


SINGLE OR DOUBLE 
• Close to Union Square, 
shopping, theatres, 
restaurants • Parking Avail¬ 
able • Convenient to BART, 
MUNI, South of Market, 
Castro Street • Recommended by 
Mobil, AmEx and 
Frommer’s Guides • Large priv. 
baths, TV., phone, 24 hour con¬ 
cierge • Gay Management 

PACIFIC BAY INN 

520 Jones Street, San Francisco 

415 - 673-0234 



Bunkhouse Apts. 

419 Ivy 

$550 1-bdrm. #27 
$550 l-bdrm. #9 
$500 Studio #25 
$500 Studio #28 
514 Hayes 

$550 1-bdrm. #7 
$500 Studio #10 
501 Octavia 
$500 Studio #3 
$500 Studio #10 

All units carpeted, shades and 
curtains. 419 Street 
San Francisco 
Mon.-Fri. 1-6 p.m. 

863-6262 


$475 -I- y2 GM 2 BDRM W/D 
Frpic, yard. Potrero Hill 648-1812 

E25 

GWM Wanted 2 Share 2 BDRM 
NR Panhandle. Non-Smoker 
$550 -I- Vi util. Ph.: 567-0507 

E25 

Older PWA Into Alt. Med Share 
Lg H/A Flat. 2 Fur. BDRMS 
$400 mo. $500/mo. W/D Nr. 
St. Marys UC Med. $100 Tel 
Pep. W/D, Kit. Priv. 386-135325 

Share Rental —Large 4 BDRM 
house with back yard and 
pool. Foster City. $ 500/mo. 
Includes utilities. Call Larry 
or Lowell 570-4263 e25 


Match with 100's. 
Save time, money, 
fees. Listen, browse, 
connect NOW! CALL 

1 - 900 - 226-4050 

$2/min 24hrs. 


Haw* • plac«7 LIST FNEEI 

Call 1-800-925-8348 


NEED A ROOMMATE? 

OUR GAY ROOMMATE SERVICE 
HAS HELPED 1000s OF 
GAY MEN AND LESBIANS 

552-8868 




ROOMMA TES 


$650 Castro — Elegant Share 
Storage, W/D, D/W, DN Yard 
Ist/lst $300 dep. 864-1909 E 25 

Smoker Share 2Br 1 Vz BA Apt. 
Walnut Creek $400 -i- 'A Util. 
Vern (510) 932-7569 e 26 

$410 Cole/Frederick Sunny 
6RM, NS-GM/GF 751-0141 e25 

Share Sunny Corner Home 
Nr. Balboa BART/CCSF/Shopg 
$360 -h U. 334-2397 e25 

Large Private Room, Furn., 
shed, private entrance 
fancy cobalt blue 
tiled private bath, fridg. 
microwave, $450/mo. KBLK 
Off Masonic on Golden Gate. 

554-0461 E25 

LEATHER FRIENDLY 
MASSEUR HAS PARTTM 
ULTIMATE FLAT 

Play-Rm, Grdns, W/D, D/W, Grft! 
$375 -h Shared Util. SOMA loc. 
Rob 621-5016 e 25 

Room to Rent By Single 
fil Male Quiet Mission 
Neighborhood w/Access to 
all Transp. $375-(- Utils. Call 
& Lv. Msg @ 415-282-9271 
No Pets No Drugs e 25 

GM Wanted to Share 3 BDRM 
Fit Pet OK. $395 + Dep. 

Util. Inc. July 1. 285-6684 e 25 

Carefully Restored Top 
unit in 6 BDRM Viet, flat 
seeks roommate 2 Bath, living 
lots of light, no smoker, 
pets. $300-350 first/last 
deposit -I- 1/6 Utils. Please be 
clean, friendly, responsible. 
Michele 776-3215 e 26 

Share My Beautiful SOMA 
Home, Conservative Non- 
Smoker, $500 - 431-5511 E 25 

$330 Mo. 

S.F. Near Monterey Blvd./Cty. 
Coll. Share Home Lg. Kit. 

W/D, Non-Smoker 

586-8328_ w 

Twin Peaks View Parking 
Deck, D/W, W/D, MUNI N/S 
$525 + Yz Util. Ph. 821-6262 


PART TIME 

Work in SF & Live Far Away? 
Furn. 2BR Rat w/Pkg. NDRG 
NS, Mature, Quiet. 23 & CHR. 

$400 Part/$600 Full Time 
(415) 772-0648/Pgr. 708-8542 


Shr grt 3Br SSF Hs By 1-280, 2 Yz 
ba, vu fpl $395 -I- grg 878-5041 



•OOMMATES.ETC. 


I 


PROPERTY FOR SALE 


Home Like No Place 
A home in Filbert Court is like no 
place you've ever considered. 
These live/work condos give you 
space to express yourself. Call 
Jackie Wagner at (510) 
524-2526 Mason McDuffie for 
more information e 25 


552 Castro St. Suite B, S,F. 


I 


ROOMMATES! 
RENTALS! | 

List Your Vacancy Free! s 



ll HI ■ MI ■ hJ « M M M r 


PROPERTY 

FOR SALE 


SHOE BOX CHIC 

Spectacular 2BR/1BA Home 
Situated on a secluded 
Parcel with Panoramic 
Views of Sonoma County 
Mts. Featured in Metropolitan 
Home Magazine. Approx. 1 
acre. Great Wkehd Retreat. 
Call: Lori Darling 
(707) 524-8669 Agt. 


E25 


Bayview Home 
2 Residences 
In One 
Beautiful 

Backyard-Move In Condition 
$199,500 550-7421 


E26 


ELEGANCE AND TASTE 

Exquisite Mediterranean Design 
Decks & A Garden to 
Behold! 4 bedrooms-over 2,600 
feet of living in splendor. 
Master suite w/jacuzzi tub & 
double shower. Gourmet kitchen. 
Open Sun 1-5, 27 June, 

201 Buena Vista, Pinole 
Bill: 1-510-222-2200. Come On 
over. A Steal at $269,000 !IIe25 


AN OPPORTUNITY 
OF A LIFETIME! 

Have you ever wanted to own rental 
property in SF but felt it was out of your 
reach? 

Pro GWM to share 2000 sq. ft. PH, vw, 
deck, fp, garage. Property 5,500 sq. ft. 
1979 Bernal Hts., remodeled 1990. In¬ 
cludes 2 3BD, 1 1BD & Studio. 

Min down gets 10% ownership, IK mo 
gets 10% annually up to 50% owner¬ 
ship. 

For full details call and leave message: 
641-5300. Response to all calls. 


Russian River 
Area 

mVDER $50,000! 

Forestville, small studio cabin, very 
livable. 1 yr. old roof. Quiet cul-de-sac. 
Woodstove, partial insulation. 2 blocks 
to river, Sunny. Rare price. 

Not a Fixer! $84,500 

This diamond in the rough has had it’s 
edges smoothed. New carpets, vinyl 
and appliances. New roof and decks. 2 
bdrms, fully insulated. 

On The River! 

3 bedroom home with spectacular 
views of Russian River and surround¬ 
ing hills. Deeded access to river. Prop¬ 
erty backs up to park land. 

$189,000 

E P REALTY 

(707)869-9011 

1-800-974-9013 



LOT FOR SALE: Russian River: $75,000 
Utilities to Lot Line, Paved Drivewa\^; 
With DESIGN or BUILD TO SUIT. 
Rene @ Homeworks: (707) 823-2981. 




John Nolan 

Performance.... Not Promises 



Resort, Resort, Resort 

Wholesale price, foreclosure. First time offered. 18 
Units Camelot Resort. 4th & Mill St., Guerneville. 
Managers Unit with living room fireplace, kitchen, 
bedroom, etc. Plus Assistant Mngrs Unit. Pool, con¬ 
ference room, privacy and fantastic location. Walk 
to all bars and shops. Excellent financing available 
to qualified buyer. Call John Nolan at (415) 332-7962 
or (707) 527-6531 for a package and colored brochure. 
Offered at $575,000.00. 



AiWio AiUowmU/ 

Have your own magnificent Victorian compound. Eight large 
bedrooms, Four full baths an Two half baths. Over 4,700 sq. 
ft. of elegant living ... 

Shown by appointment only. Asking $585,000. 

WATSON & ASSOCIATES (510) 287-5080 __ 

Ask for Jean Alexander or Ramona Watson 



”The Most 
Affordable 
New Studios & 
Two Bedroom 
Homes In 
San Francisco*^ 



Sunny Bright Exposure 

City and Hill Views 

^ Secured Parking 

Laundry Room 

Best Weather in S.F. 

^1/2 Block to BART 

Panoramic Roof Deck 

Excellent Financing for 
1st Time Home Buyers 

Studios 
f rom$74,950 

Two Bedrooms 
from $154,950 

861-1681 

OPEN DAILY 12 - 5 PM 

(Closed Tues. & Wed.) 

1930 Mission St. at 15th 
San Francisco 


B. A. R. CLASSIFIEDS 
GET RESULTS!! 
Call415-861-5019 


Stunning Designer 
Condo Atop Potrero 
Hill, San Francisco, 

Built 1989! 3 Bed¬ 
rooms, Loft/Den, 2 
Baths & Pano Views! 

Agent: (415) 564-2111 e25 

Join Oakland's Own Space Pro¬ 
gram. A live/work condo in Filbert 
Court gives you floor space to lay 
out and divide up as you want — 
and you should see the height of 
those lofts! Starting at just 
$150,000. Call Jackie Wagner, 
Mason McDuffie at (510) 
524-2526. Open Sunday 2-425 


TRAVEL 


YACHT VACATIONS 

$1125/Wk. 1-8OO-TAKE-ME-250 

THE PINK MANSION 

Gay Friendly B&B 
Calistoga. Call Jeff 
(707) 942-0558 Napa ValleyE 26 


TRAVEL FORECAST 

TEL(415) 788 7232 FAX 788 2839 


September At October 1993 Departure 

Tokyo . up to 1 yr. open retn . J599.00 

Bangkok . . up to 1 yr. open retn . J689.00 

London .... up to 90 days stay.$799.00 

Paris.up to 90 days stay . $849.00 

LAX/Sao Paulo . . . 1 yr. open retn _ $799.00 

-Dep. From Other US Cities Available— 
-We Also Carry Japan Rail Passes- 
150 Powell St <>209. S.F., CA 94102 
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VACATION RENTAL 


LAKE TAHOE 

3 Bed Condos Furnished 
Sandy Beach Weekly 
Centals. (916) 546-2933 e 26 


This could be your 
classified ad!!! 



BOB & TACOUES* 


COTTAGE 

At The Russian River 
10 Minutes From Guerneville 
On 7 Private Acres 
Full Kitchen & Bath 
Huge Deck with Views 
TV. VCR. Hot Tub 
)|i^ Well Behaved Pets OK 
(800) 246-1033- (707) 575-1033 


HAWAII 

w a ierig ii Vgiigy M <?untairi.Yjm 


From this Beautiful north shore 
2 bedroom vacation rental on 
the Garden Island of Kauai. 

Two minutes from world-famous 
windsurfing Anini Beach, and five minutes 
from nude sunbathing on Secret Beach. 

An ideal place for a Dream vacation in this 
1,100 sq ft rental situated on 1/2 acre of 
tropical splendor, all beautifully furnished, 
with glassed-in Panoramic views from 
each room. Daily, weekly, monthly rates. 
Call Thomas (808) 828-1626. 




LllO 


Bed & Breakfast 

lesbian & Goy Rccommoctations 

Spectacular Mountain Uiews 
Sensuous Tropical Ambiance 
Lush Garden Setting Opposite Opaekaa Falls 
Exotic Island Home 
New Sun Deck & Hot Tub 
State-of-the-Art Screening Room 
With ouer 700 Classic Films 
and Recent Favorites 
Convenient to Beaches 

Pteose coll for brochures or reservcitloos 

(808)822-1031 or (fax)823-8220 

Kapska., Kaua±, HI 9B7^6 



INSTRUCTION 


SING!!! 

Hugh McClure, the voice builder, 
has returned! Musical stage. 
Karaoke, cabaret, classical. Solid 
voice technique! State of the art 
equipment! Help vrith vocal prob¬ 
lems! Near all major SF transpor¬ 
tation! Serious but relaxed at¬ 
mosphere! Reasonable rates! For 
the professional or serious begin- 

(415) 6B1-B189 


Sing! Blues, Jas, Rock, Pop 

Pro Singer, Teaching in the Bay Area 
-Since 1973- 

Practical. Innovativa Mettiods Bring Quick 
RaauHs. Uam Braathing. Articulation. Mic. 
Techniqua, Staga Praaanca. moral AH 
agas/LavaU, Individuals/Groups. 

Free Consuhation • Ann Channin 

(415) 753-3355 SF 


Leam French in July! 

FRENCH CLASS 

Bastille Special 

8 week course $175 

(reg. $234/25% off with this ad for 1st registration) 


• Starting July 5 

• Small group classes 

• Conversational approach 

• Travel or business 

• French native instructors 

call 


362-3666 

for brochure & information 
Register before June 30 


The name of our school is 
FRENCH CLASS 

School of Language & Translation Service 
500 Sutter (at Powell), San Francisco, CA 94102 



COUPLES WANTED 
Gay male couples group forming. 
Will meet on Sat. 10:30-Noon. 
Requirements for group is that at 
least one of the partners is living 
with HIV. Come and discuss the 
many issues facing couples living 
with HIV. For further info call 
Kairos Support for Caregivers. 

861-0877. E23 


More Info 648-3247 

Aliey>J 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 

TRANSFORMING ATTITUDES, 
FEELINGS & BEHAVIORS 


□c 

DAVE 

COOPERBERG 

Lie #MFC12549 


• Improve Self-Esteem 

• Develop Meaningful Relationships 

• Change Life-Long Patterns 

• Move Beyond Fear & Grief 

• Become More Fully Alive 

• Individual & Couples Work * 

• GAV MEN’S IN-DEPTH CHANGE 
GROUP—Thursdays: Over 14 years 
running. A powerful and effective 
group providing both the challenge and 
support to transform your life. Co-led 
by Pedro Rojas. 

(415) 431-3220 

Over 20 Years Serrving the Bay Area 


TENNIS LESSONS! 
Cute/fun Instructor $ 20/hr 
Beginner to Inter. 641-7226e27 


Psychotherapy 

Services 

for 

■ Self-esteem 

■ Coming Out Issues 

■ Relationships 

■ Anxiety, Depression 

■ Self-defeating Behaviors 

■ Alcoholism 

■ Childhood Abuse 

■ D(Mnestic Violence 

Don Propstra, MFCC 

928^3848 

Over IS years clinical experience 
License mj13494 


LEGAL 

SERVICES 


ESTATE PLANNING 
&PROBATE 

Wills, Ihists & 
Powers of Attorney 
Real Estate & Business 

liM Rodders Attorney at Law 
Castre Office Ml-iSld 


FINANCIAL PROBLEMS? 

Personal • Business • Bankruptcy 
Chapter 13 • Chapter 11 
Free Initial consultation 
20 Years of Experience 
Over 1000 Cases 

8644)449 

Walter R, Nelson • Law Office 


AFFORDABLE LEGAL SERVICE 
BANKRUPTCY SPECIALIST 
FROM $195.00 FEE 
INSTALLMENT PAYMENTS ARRANGED 
WILLS* CORPS. * PARTNERSHIPS 

LAW OFFICE OF 
SCOTT V. SMITH.863-1417 


This could be your 
classified ad!!! 


FINANCIAL 

SERVICES 


Year Round Tax Service 
Late Filing-Amended Returns 
IRS Problems - Tax Planning 
Bill Krider, 431-2624 E 2 i 


1959 T-BIRDS 

If you're shopping for a 
used car, go for a beauty 
like these. Two of these 
gorgeous classsics avail. 
You've seen them around, 
now put yourself behind 
the wheel. (415) 626-7403 e25 


1000's of Books 
Current Gay/Lesbian Titles 
For Free Catalog Write: 
Acclaim Publishing, 5214F, 
Diamond Hts., Bl. Suite #822 
San Francisco, CA 94131 e25 


100'S GAY VIDEO AND MAGS 
June 26-27 10-5 Corner of 
Folsom/Langton 626-9410 e25 


Mr. S. Strap Sling & Mis. Toys 
Largest Chains & 2 Lg. Mir. 
776-2602 Before 10 pm e25 


Moving Sale Sat 9-3 Lots 
of Stuff. 1456 Page/MasonicE25 


PUMP IT UP 

SOLOFLEX FOR SALE 
Brand New Will Trade 
For Good Used Car Or 
Best Offer. 922-6745 


ECONOMICAL MOVING 
Fast, friendly, careful 
$2 5/hr. Andrew 752-6016 e42 

★ Hauling, etc. 441-1054^ e29 

Truck & Labor $25 Per Hr. 
Careful, Friendly, and 
Reliable! Rick 931-2141! e 26 

it ic2 Men-Truck Cheapo ★ 
Fast 24 hr. Louis 474-5377 e32 

Nob Haul 751-HAUL 
$25 min. Move & Deliver, David 


-Reliable Relocations- 

2 men, $ 52/hr., most jobs. 
Large Enel. Truck. 621-5164 e30 

Need Help Moving? 

Call the Man With the Van 
$25/Hr. Ronnie 255-4941 e25 

Haul & Gardening 467-0583e25 

R&R Hauling, Yards, Basements 
$30 a load plus dump fee. 
Call 552-2585 e25 

My Truck To Haul Whatever 
$20/Hr. (415) 333-1577 e 28 

Hauling Dump. Ken 626-7980 


Homo Truck Driving Man 
Dump Runs Reasonable 
861-0569 David 


HAPPY HAULING & MOVING 
7 Days/24 hrs. Careful and 
efficient. Clearing. 
"Expediency is Us" 

Call Nowl 759-1071 


EZ-LOAD MOVING 

★ Home or Office 

★ Delivery Specialists * 

★ 24 Ft. Enclosed Truck 

★ Fully Equipped 

( 415 ) 227-6191 


LICENSED 

MOVERS 


INTEGRITY MOVERS 

Quality conscious, careful 
and fast. $ 55/Hr. All 
our customers are references. 
(510)548-8130 CALT #174390 


LICENSED 

MOVERS 



Office & Household 
Moving Services 


Low Rates 

VISA • Mastercard 


567-6146 

EWA Discount 



Experienced gentle movers 
of valued possessions 


M Sffvice Moving 
Bee Estimates—Stonge 
1 ( 800)7944755 
( 415)8214755 


CALT-174719 GAY OWNED 



STARLITE 

Moving & Storage 


Complete storage facilities. 
Low rates. 

Office & household. 
Expert piano movers. 
Licensed 86 fully insured. 

822-4721 

Gay owned 06 operated 
(CALT 174-390) 


..aMUB). 

NOW AVAILABLE 

PROFESSIONAL 
MOVING SERVICES 

—Household 
—Corporate 
—Office & Industrial 

"Keep It In The Family" 
Russ Pepin 

Menlo/Ailied Van Lines 

(415) 321-6071 
H- (415)252-0434 

PUC-T133275_ICC-MC 1S73S 

''When you have 
to be sure 
that your move 
is right" 

Specializing in offices 
and households. 
Licensed • Insured 

GEMINI 


MOVERS 


(415) 558-9926 

(CAL T14 2 8 74I 
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UPKEEP & RENOVATIONS 




AFFORDABLE QUALITY 
Painting. It's all in the 
preparation. Get The Best, 
GUARANTEED! 

R. Howard & ca 621-4311 
Also, Kit/Bath-Tile/Marble 
Repairs -f- Remodeling. 
Decks, Stairs, Dry Rot e 29 

URBAN LANDSCAPES 

Restoration Installation 
Design Consultation Done 
With Intensity Many Refs. 
Call 753-2697 or pgr. 565-8571 


Journeyman Carpenter 
18 yrs. Exp. No Job Too Large or 
Small. Tom 756-5329 e 25 

WALLPAPER 
INTERIOR PAINT 

Quality Work •Surface Prep 
Responsible*Reasonable 
Residence • Comm • Vacancies 
References •Free Estimates 
Call Alan 922-8840 e 26 

ANTIQUE RESTORER 
OBJETS D'ART 
Dean 750-0384 


ARKENSTONE 

HOME IMPROVEMENT & REPAIR 

v»Aii\inriiMC 

EXTERIOR & INTERIOR 
VICTORIANS 
CARPENTRY—PLUMBING 

282 - 8 aao 


Castro District Electrical Contractor 


THUHDEH ELECTRIC 



Phone: 415.647.9473 
Uconse No. 664030 
Wbmo 



INTELLIBUILP 


• Roofing • Building 
• Basements • Extra Rooms 
• Roof Decks • Sound Proofing 

• Skylights • Gutters • Sheet Rock 

• Total Service Since '65 » sFrN»i74««e 


(415) 978-9375 


HAWKINS 

PAINTING & CARPENTRY 

QUALITY WORK/ 
REASONABLE RATES 
JAMES 457-4209 


FAX THIS! 

NOW YOU CAN FAX 
US YOUR CLASSIFIED 
OR PERSONAL AD AT 

861-8144. 

THE DEADLINE IS STILL 
MONDAY AT NOON! 

THIS FAX LINE IS FOR B.A.R. 
ADVERTISERS ONLY, AND 
MUST BE ACCOMPANIED WITH A 
VISA/M.C.#, SIGNATURE AND 
EXP. DATE 


PLUMBING 

CARPENTRY 

ELECTRICAL 

^MULTIPLE UNITS* 
A SPECIALTY! 

David 864-5234 




SAN FIMNCISCO. CA 94K» 


■k Residential & Commercial Renovations 

* New Construction 

* Garage Installation 

* Seismic Upgrades 

* Retaining Walls and Concrete Work 
■k Kitchens & Baths 

* Parapet Wall Bracings 

Please give us a call for aH your 
construction needs. 


861-0651 

CA Lie. *4368951 


Final Touch Painting 

Int./Ext. 

Free Estimate 

Cali Allen 752-0927 


CAS HARDWOOD CO. 

Hardwood Floors 
Beautifully 

Sanded, Stained, Finished 
Quality Work 

Free Estimate 285-3405 

(Lie. *>613871} 




pride (prTd) n., a sense of 
one’s own proper dignity or 
value; self-respect 


Proud of our Work 

OURSELVES, AND 
OUR COMMUNITY 


• PAiNTiNO, Paper HANoiNa 

• CROWN AND BASE MOUUDINaS 

• CARPENTRY, TIUE 



Grand Finishes 

Matt Nikitas (415)553-7734 


Hlig 


JERUSALEM 


Construction Company 

★ New Construction 

★ Total Remodeling 

★ Structural Upgrade 

★ Deck, Stairs & Fences 

★ Kitchen & Bath 

State Lie.# 639530 

750-0909 


MATT’S INTERIOR 
PAINTING & WALLPAPER 

* Reasonable 

* Excellent References 

* Free Estimates & Color Consultation 

* 17 Yrs. Experience 

* Faux Finishing 

* Vacancies 

Call: 641-7475 


LESSER’S 

—Since 1936— 

* Custom Mirror 

* Walls, Doors 

* Unique Frames 

* Thermal Windows 

* Shower Doors 

* Heavy Glass Tops 

* Parking Showroom 

898 So. Van Ness 
415-282-0202 


ELECTRICIAN 

10 Years Ext. Any Size Job 
Reliable Reasonable 

BEN g!M:5919 


QUALITY CARPENTRY 

Decks, Stairs 

Concrete and Fencing Works 
Kitchen and Bath Remodel 
Custom Work 
FREE ESTIMATE 
759-1315 


Bear Renovation & Repair 
Landscaping, Carpentry, Tile 
and More! (415) 864-0999 e 26 


GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

Carpentry & Remodel 
Lie. # 653723 
750-0836 
Martin 


WALLPAPER 
INTERIOR PAINT 

Quality Work'Surface Prep 
Responsible*Reasonable 
Residence*Comm*Vacancies 
References •Free Estimates 
Call Alan 922-8840 





ROBERT MILLER 
CONSTRUCTION 

Custom Building—Additions 
Tenant Finish—Remodeling 

Robert W. Miller 

(415) 553-7712 

Free Estimates 

Bonded, Insured—Lie. No. 631216 


ARIES ELECTRIC CO. 

Skilled TROUBLE SHOOTER 

Reliable, Efficient, Professional, Com¬ 
municative. Proud of results (Refs given). 
Free bids quickly by appointment. 23 yrs 
exp. All Commercial, residential or old 
Victorian work ina patch & paint. Rea¬ 
sonable rates, high quality. Insured PL. 

& P.D. bonded Lie #273651 
John A. Peters. QQQ CQQQ 
24 hour 7 days ^09*4/090 


The Electrician 


LOCAL Contractor 
Electrical - General 
REMODEL - Upgrades 
Intercoms alarms 

(415) 252-8574 


Hardwood Floors 

• InstaU & Finish 

• Bleanh/White Stain 
SpeciaUlst 

Craftcan8jtl4t505 


ARCHITECTURAL 

SERVICES 

Michael Mullin 
(415) 626-1190 


This could be your 
classified ad!!! 


NORTH CAL 
ROOFING 


QUAtJIYROCfflG SINCE 1981 

4 Roofs of all types 

* Featuring 
Modified 
Single Ply 
Roofing For 
All Flat Roofs 
* Gutters 
• Skylights 
* Siding 
FREE ESTIMATES 
333-3701 
Insured PL & PD 
|i; State Lic^^ 569521 
Kfly John Bailey 

Owner, Operator 

steep SHINGLE WORK 
A SPECIALTY 


CONCEPTS 

IN COLOR 

License # 497303 


QUALITY 

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 

PAINTING 

Residential — Commercial 
Specializing in Victorians 

647-7070 


1 I_ 

jBslro 


• FULL SERVICE 

• NEW CDNSTRuaiDN 

• TENANT IMPROVEMENT 

• REMODEL 

• STRUCTURAL UPGRADE 




(415) 584-3080 


GENERAL CONTRACTOR LIC. 608 983 


SUNSHINE HARDWOOD FLOOR 


I New Installation! I 
We Make Old Floors Look Like New! I 
Free Estimates! Low Prices! I 


(415) 665-5484 


■Installation 
■Design 

■Marble. Granite, Slate 
Lie. #652714 

Carl Johnson ■ 703-0333 ^ 



Sheila's Repairs 

• PLUMBING • SEISMIC 

• ELECTRICAL • BATH & KIT. 

• CARPENTRY REMODELING 

• DRY ROT • FOUNDATIONS 

585-6991 


CASTRO 
PAINTING CO. 

REMODELING & PAINTING 
INTERIORS — EXTERIORS 
15 YEARS — LOCAL REFERENCES 
FREEEST aDAM824<7787 


HANDiMEN 

Repairs • W^alls • Doors • 
Windows • Floors • Plaster 
Rock • Paint Ready • Elect. 
Plumbing • Refinishing 

by Olivier 826-8766 


CAS PAINTING CO. 
Qualify Interior & Exterior 
VACANCIES OUR SPECIALTY 
FREE ESTIMATES 
285-3405 

(Lie #614031 


ELECTRICAL 
PLUMBING 
CARPENTRY 
CERAMIC TILE 
REMODELING 

Call Skip and Greg 
292-3207 


KEN WALTER'S 
PAINTING 

Quality Work 
Impeccable References 
Reasonable Rates 
415-752-9759 


Thomas Starr Stevens 

DESIGNER/CRAFTSMAN 

♦ Custom Cabinetry 

♦ Tilework 

♦ Remodeling 

415-641-4141 



PRDFESSIDNAl QUAIITV WDRK 


*^<vidwMd 

(415) 282-6447 

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES 

ALL TYPES DF FIODRS • STAINING. REFINISHINO. INSTALLATIONS 
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CHABLES 

HAMMOND ■■ 


CLEANING GARDENING 

(415) 431-1579 


ARCHITECTURAL 

DRAFTING 

Plans For Owner's Permits 
Design Consulting, Call 

Sandra 285-2612 


Creative Gardening & Landscaping 

Sod • Plants • Flowers 

Branch and Tree Removal 
Trimming • Pruning • Sprinklers 
Planting & Transplanting. Cement 
Mowing & Hauling 

A Call Now! 

® 759-1071 ^ 


Housecleaning by Asian 
Refs., Frank. 474-2270 e 26 


HOUSECLEANING, ETC. 

Dependable, reasonable 
Call Michelle 564-4960 
Pager 560-2043 e39 


BEST HOUSE CLEANING 

Refs., Gene. 621-1195 e25 



Commercial 
& Domestic 
SF; 415-337-4293 
Sonoma/Marin: 
707-523-8374 


PICK UP YOUR MESSAGES 
IT'S FREE 
CALL (415) 269-0364 


BARTAI_K PERSONALS 



Ramon's 

Housecleaning 

Reliable & Experienced 
References 
4 or twice a month 
3hn. $404hr$. $455hrs. $50 

626-9763 


BASIC CLEAN $25 WEEKLY! 

Mop, dust, vac, bath, kitchen 
one wash •mature exp‘once 
$35. John 931-2884 careful 


Macintosh 

Training & 
Consultation 


Richard Burton 626-2620 


Celtic Carpet Cleaners 

Carpet and Upholstery Specialists 

NON'TOXIC 
StQam G Pry Cleaning 
for free estimate call 
951-2471 or 467-7611 
15% Discount with this (Id 


JAMES YORKE^ 
LANDSCAPE 
Design, Installation 
& Maintenance 

Let us transform your 
garden into a paradise! 

(415)552-3393 

Lie. #670948 


Serving OUR Community 
W ith Q uality and Reliability 

Lone Star 
Plumbing 

BATHS • KITCHENS • CODE WORK 
SPRINKLERS • COPPER WORK 
REMODELING SPECIALISTS 

641-9234 

STATE Lie #430557 


i TONY’S TOW SERVICE 


■ Local and Statewide 
' Fleet Service Available 
• Motorcycles and Light Duty Ihicks 


"Service to the Community Since 1980.” 


Toll Free Bay Area 1-800-560-2TOW 

(2689) ■ 


PARADISE 

Landscape & Garden 

Design Specialist 
Installation 
Maintenance 

_ 626-3926 

Seven years of Experience 
DOME HOUSEKEEPING 
Great Refs! Friendly, 
Capable Folks! Beautiful! 

Call Mark at (415) 285-7229e26 


PLUMBING SERVICE AND REPAIR 

SEWER 6 DRAIN CLEANING 



C 


HTHONIA 

Landscape Design 
Build Irrigation 
Planting 
Decking 
Ponds 

Licensed & Bonded 

415 « 641 « 0321 

Lie. #655397 



Cain’s Telephone 
Installation Service 

Telephone extensions & jacks. FAX wiring. 
Residential & small commercial (1 & 2 lines). 
Free consultation. (Quality work guar. 

14 years exp. 558-9501 


This could be your 
classified ad!!! 


Professional home office 
& apt. cleaning. Refs., exp'd 
Roger Miller 664-0513 e25 

CLEAN LIVING 

Young Brazilian man, hard¬ 
working, reliable, general clean¬ 
ing and more. Great rates. 

Al 567-0194 

Lv Msg. SF Area Only e 28 


LOCK SERVICE 


Fresh From My House 2 You 

CATERING 
2-10 PEOPLE 

Brad B63-6461 
SF Only. Leave Message. e 2 


Call 621-0215 for; 

• Rekeying • Master Key Systems 

• Repairs • Installations 

ROCHELLE CRAWFORD' Woman owned 

Contractor Lie. no.554283 • Bonded • 10 years experience Bus., Res. & Auto 






B.A.R. NEWS YOU CAN 
USE!! 


HIGH QUALITY 

HOUSE CLEANING 
AND GARDENING 
By Native German Speaking 
Austrian (415) 441-2933 


— 

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM 


Deadline for each Thursday's paper is NOON MONDAY. 
Payment MUST accompany ad. 

No ads taken over the phone. 

If you have a question, call (415) 861-5019 


D-Bold Bold Caps Stop 
Stops Here Stops Here Here 



Indicate 

Typefaces 



— ^ 

..oio. CLASSIFIEDS 

BOLD ► CAN BE SET 

CAPS ► IN THESE TYPEFACES 

REG ► 1^he above three lines are more ex¬ 
pensive than the lines you are now 
reading, but they pay off in increas¬ 
ed readership. 


RATES 


FIRST LINE.$4.50 

ALL SUBSEQUENT LINES.$3.00 


ALL CAPS 

Double price of line for 19 spaces. 
ALL BOLD 

Double price of line for 16 spaces. 

ALL DOUBLE BOLD 
Triple price of line for 12 spaces. 


METHOD OF PAYMENT 

□ Cash □ Visa U 

□ Money Order □ Master Card rp* 5 f» 

□ Personal Check 

(Mimimum $10.00 charge on Visa and Master Card) 


NAME 


PHONE 

AnnRFSS 

CITY 


STATF ZIP 

NO. OF ISSUES 

ri A.SSIFICATION 

AMOUNT ENCLOSED 


Card No- 

_Expiration Date 

Signature_ 

Print Name_ 


Deliver or mail with payment to; Bay Area Reporter, 395 9th Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 • Display Rates Upon Request • 
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‘Vther lubricants feel so grimey ifiat I find myself racing to 
the shower to wash off MENS CREAM wipes off with a 
towel, so I can just lay back and enjoy.** 

Doug Peterson, cm/engineer 
San Diego 

“ This stuff is great! It doesn*tget thick and dry up like other 
mdo.* Adon*thave to keep applying more.** 

Robert Heath, student 
Long Beach 

**Out of necessity, / use water-based products and condoms 
with a partner, but when l*m enjoying myself alone (which 
is a lot these days), I only use MENS CREAM.** 

Craig Chase, playwright 
Los Angeles 








Richard Moore, biochemist, Santa Barbara; “I like the way MENS CREAMfeels... it stays slick, wipes clean with a towel, and a little goes a long way.” 

“Are you getting the most out of mastuiliation?” 


Rflasturbation is an important and healthy part 
of a man’s sexuality. 

Today, more than ever, we are looking for ways to 
make the most of it. MENS CREAM™ was developed 
in response to your concerns. It’s the light, clean, 
sensual way to a good feeling. 

I-1 

i MENS cream; 1146 N. Central Ave., Glendale, CA 91202 ■ 

I Pleasesendme,by first class mail, my 4.4 oz. jar of MENS CREAM.'" I 

I Enclosed is my check or money order for $9.95* plus $100 shipping & handling. . 

' •California residents add 72C sales tex. ' 

I Or bill my credit card: I I Visa I I MasterCard | 


Card No. 

NamA 

Fjp HatA 

Daytime 


Apr 

City/Sute- 

Zip 


Signamre__ BR-321 


For quick, easy credit-card ordering, call us toll-fiee at l-SOO-828-6367. Or fax your order 
to 1-213-661-0835. Specify your name, address, telephone; your credit card (Visa or 
MasterCard), card number, and expiration date. All orders shipped by first-class mail. 


This new lubricant feels better than the rest 

While many drug store lotions and jellies feel 
dulling, MENS CREAM™ is sheer. It provides 
maximum sensorial contact and hand friction. 

And unlike the slick-and-wet lubricants which be¬ 
come thick, sticky, and feel unclean, MENS CREAM™ 
remains smooth and fluid. Best of all, it wipes 
completely clean with a towel—no stick y residue ! 

Made from superior ingredients 
MENS CREAM™ contains no harmful chemicals, 
no cloying fragrances, no nonoxynol-9. It’s hypo¬ 
allergenic and vitamin-E enhanced. And formulated 
from pharmaceutical-grade oils. (MENS CREAM** is 
oil-based and designed expressly for masturbation.) 

Your satisfaction is guaranteed 
Now, you too can get more out of masturbation. 
The men who use MENS CREAM™ do. So order 
yours today. And if you’re not completely satisfied, 
your money will be promptly refunded. 


For quick, easy credit-card ordering, call; 

1-800-828-MENS (6367) 

Or fax your order to (213) 661-0835. Specify 

your name, address, telephone; your credit card (Visa/MC), 
card number, and expiration date. Orders are processed the same day 
and shipped by first-class mail. 



The latin phrase MENS et MANUS' means wisdom and hand: At a time 
when sexual contact can have serious consequences, masturbation may be 
a sensible alternative. 
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Freedom Rings 
T-shirts 
Activmvear 
Club Wear d 


432 Castro 
(Across from the 
Castro Theatre) 


For 

all your 

GAY DAY 

attirei, 


has you 
covered... 


864-1434 


PHOTOGRAPHY: PHYLLIS CHRISTOPHER 
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Elinor Armer's Life in Music 


Composed 

and 

Composing 


by Paul Thomason 

B ay Area composer 
Elinor Armer says ac¬ 
cepting herself as a 
lesbian has helped 
her music. “I feel a lot freer 
and a lot more fulfilled. I 
don’t think you can be totedly 
free in one area without being 
free ih the other.” 

Although she had always 
composed music, and was a 
well-established music teach¬ 
er, Armer says, “I didn’t take 
myself seriously as a profes¬ 
sional until I was about 30.” 
Part of the reason was grow¬ 
ing up in the ’50s when com¬ 
posing music was not some¬ 
thing women did to earn a 
living. 



Elinor Armer at the San Francisco Conservatory of Music 

(Photo: Kingmond Young) 


“It wasn’t until the wom¬ 
en’s movement got going here 
and crept into the music 
scene that I began to see 
things in a different light and 
take myself seriously,” she ex¬ 
plains. “I really have the 
women’s movement to thank 
for giving me that boost and 
the inspiration that I, too, was 
a competent professional. 
And I also have it to thank 
for coming out, although that 
happened even later.” 

It was becoming involved 
in a long-distance relationship* 
with a woman conductor that 
convinced Armer to come out 
as a gay woman, which then 
led to a new commitment as a 
composer. 

“For once in my life I 
wanted to have a committed 
relationship. I’d been sort of 
bisexual and uncommitted for 
most of my adult life, in a 
way that resembled my lack 
of professional commitment,” 
she says. “Looking back, I feel 
there was a very distinct par¬ 
allel between my sexual com¬ 
mitment and my artistic com¬ 
mitment.” 


Uttermost Parts 

Head of the composition 
department of the San Fran¬ 
cisco Conservatory of Music 
and one of the co-founders of 
Composers, Inc., Armer con¬ 
tinues to compose her own 
music. She is perhaps best 
known in the Bay Area for 
the new eight-part fantasy cy¬ 
cle, “Users of Music in Utter¬ 
most Parts,” which she and 
Ursula K. LeGuin just fin¬ 
ished. 

“Somehow we came up 
with the idea that music 
could serve other functions in 
our society. What if music 
could be used for money? 
What if it could be used as 
jewelry? Somebody suggested 
it could be used as garbage, 
but I said that had already 


been done,” she adds with a 
laugh. 

“We started with music as 
food, a choral piece. The cho¬ 
rus was a herd of animals 
that, instead of giving milk, 
gave music. Then we had to 
have music as water, so Ursu¬ 
la wrote a narration about a 
musical weather cycle since 
weather is, after all, where 
water comes from. 

“The series involves as 
many different ways of com¬ 
bining words and music as 
we could think of — and that 
includes not putting them to¬ 
gether.” 

The cycle includes a vari¬ 
ety of performing forces, 
most of them choral or cham¬ 
ber groups. But two parts uti¬ 
lize a full orchestra. One of 
those is “The Great Instru¬ 
ment of the Geggerets,” a 17- 
minute piece which the Bay 
Area Women’s Philharmonic 
premiered. The work requires 
a percussion section of almost 
30 instruments, among them 
a cowbell, a gym whistle and 
a bicycle wheel. “I am a per¬ 
cussion nut,” Armer freely ad¬ 
mits. 

One of her most deeply 
moving works is the song cy¬ 
cle A Season of Grief, which 
she wrote in memory of her 
mother. “I didn’t give a damn 
what anybody thought,” she 
says, “I just wrote it and 
wrote it the way I wanted to. 
I wanted the songs to be not 
about death so much as griev¬ 
ing. I wanted to write about it 
as one of the most universal 
experiences. At first I thought 
about using poems in differ¬ 
ent languages on the same 
subject, but I wanted it to be 
a very personal statement, 
and I didn’t think one singer 
singing in a bunch of differ¬ 
ent languages would seem as 


if he or she were being very 
personal about it.” 


In Memory 

A friend suggested she 
look at Tennyson’s In Memo- 
rium and Armer realized at 
once she had found some of 
the texts she needed. After 
choosing three of Tennyson’s 
poems for the cycle, she was 
cleaning out her mother’s 
house and found her mother’s 
copy of In Memorium. 

“Apparently, after the 
death of my sister about 25 
years ago, and then more re¬ 
cently after the death of my 
father, she had gone though 
this same Tennyson and 
marked passages that moved 


''My goal in 
life seems to 
have been to 
have the 
human 
experience as 
deeply as 
possible and 
to express it 
in my art/' 


her. And some of them were 
the very same ones I had cho¬ 
sen in her memory. It was 
quite amazing.” 

To balance Tennyson’s 


rather florid language, she 
chose four poems by Witter 
Bynner to complete the cycle 
of seven songs. “They’re al¬ 
most like haiku,” Armer says, 
“very gentle, brief, delicate 
poems. I put all seven poems 
together to make a kind of 
linear progression, from un¬ 
controlled anguish to gradual 
healing and acceptance and fi¬ 
nally a sense of peace. So that 
writing the cycle, singing it, 
eind listening to it would have 
a kind of salutary affect.” 


These days Armer is revel¬ 
ing in a new role, that of co- 
mom. In September her part¬ 
ner, a physician in San Fran¬ 
cisco, had a baby boy. “It’s an¬ 
other dimension to my life I 
hadn’t expected at my ad¬ 
vanced age [early fifties] when 
most women are becoming 
grandmothers. But I’m really 
delighted. He’s already a per¬ 
cussionist,” she says, laughing 
delightedly. 

Asked if there is such a 
thing as gay music, Armer 
shakes her head. “I don’t 
think so. People are always 
asking if there is such a thing 
as women’s music. I think 
gender politics are evident in 
music when there are words, 
but that’s because of the 
words. Human experience is 
human experience and emo¬ 
tions are emotions. There is 
grief and rage and love and 
these happen to everybody in 
varying degrees. It’s just the 
circumstances that are differ¬ 
ent, whether you’re gay or 
not, female or male. 

“My goal in life seems to 
have been to have the human 
experience as deeply as possi¬ 
ble and to express it in my 
art. I’ve found that I can expe¬ 
rience all human emotions 
most deeply and most freely 
as a lesbian. But it doesn’t 
make the music itself lesbian. 
It just makes it deeper.” ▼ 
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PLBSUREDOME 


PRESENTS 


SUNPAY, JUNE 27 1993 

CAY FREEDOM DAY 

STREET PARTY 

THE OFFICIAL POST- PARADE PARTY 


2ND STREET DANCE AREA 3RD STREET DANCE AREA 


DJS 

NIKKI RIVERA 
ALEC CUNNINCHAM 
CHRIS ;ORDAN 
JAN COOLEY 
AND MORE 


DJS 

MICHAEL BLUE 
BUCIE 

NEON LEON 
RICH CARMICHAEL 
AND MORE 


3 PM TO 12 AM 

$5 DONATION 

PLEASUREDOME PRESALE TICKET HOLDERS ENTER OUTDOOR AREA FREE 

A BENEFIT FOR AIDS EMERGENCY FUND, STOP AIDS PROJECT, UCSF AIDS 
HEALTH PROJECT, CUAV, AND THE PARADE COMMITTEE 


SPONSORED BY 
THE CAP 
CRYSTAL CEYSER 
SF SENTINEL 
FORD GRAPHICS 
ROLO 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

FOR CAY DAY CALL 974-1156 


TOWNSEND ST. BETWEEN 2 S. 3 


PLEASUREDOME 

FRONT ROOM- 

JERRY BONHAM 
ALEC CUNNINCHAM 

BACK ROOM- 

STEVEN KEEN 
NEIL LEWIS 

LIGHTS 

SETH FRIEDMAN 
TREVOR CHRISTIAN 
RICK COOK 

6 PM TIL ? 

$10 ADVANCE 
$12 AT THE DOOR 

PRESALE TICKETS AVAILABLE AT 
ALL AMERICAN BOY 
IN-JEAN-IOUS 
k.1 ^ > HEADLINES 
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GonzoBrilliance on the 
Performance Scene 

Steele 

Yourself 


by Robert Julian 

O n his new album, 
Goodbye to All 
That, Henry Steele 
sounds like a cross 
between the early Elton John 
and David Byrne. He pro¬ 
vides his own piano accompa¬ 
niment, performing songs he 
wrote himself — songs that in¬ 
clude my personal favorite, 
“The Turd That Murdered 
Elvis.” As an actor, writer, 
singer, and composer, Steele 
defies categorization. 

A close encounter with 
mainstream success came ear¬ 
ly in Steele’s career when he 
began, then abandoned, an al¬ 
bum for 20th Century Fox 
records. This was followed by 
a stint in a mental asylum 
where he, naturally, formed a 
band. 

You want to meet Henry? 
Steele yourself! 


Robert Julian: Henry, your 
new play. The Moon, is 
part of a trilogy which 
harkens back to the Old 
Testament story of Salome. 
You last appeared in the 
play 2 Samuel, 11, and 
your new album contains 
the song, “For Jesus,” in 
which you announce, “I’m 
saving my heinie for Jesus, 
plugging my butt for J.C. 

So next time around, when 
from heaven he comes 
down, he’ll have his second 
coming in me.” Where do 
all these Biblical shenani¬ 
gans come from? 

Henry Steele: It’s really 
strange. I’m not at all remote¬ 
ly religious, but I’m sort of in¬ 
terested in it. Coming from 
North Carolina, you’re sub¬ 
jected to a lot of shit. For one 
thing. The PTL Club was 
broadcast just down the road 
from where I was born. The 
first verse of “For Jesus,” I 
wrote in the afternoon, after 
watching the PTL Club. 
Then when Jesse Helms came 
along, he inspired me to fin¬ 
ish the song. 


After performing for 30 
years, and being over 40, 
you must have acquired a 
certain perspective about 
what your life is about. 
What have you come up 
with? 


It’s a process of simplifica¬ 
tion for me, it’s about getting 
better. When you get older, 
you’re much less affected by 
trends, you aesthetic becomes 
more coherent, defined, and 
focused. The thing that is in 
vogue at the moment is much 
less important to you, you’re 
less concerned with being 
“with it.” You figure out what 
it is you do, and you do it. 





about wiped me out. It’s been 
a hell of a year, my brother 
killed himself — it’s been hard. 


How important is it for you 
to be recognized for your 
work? 

It’s important. It’s pretty 
important. I want it appreciat¬ 
ed for what it is. 

But is it realistic to expect 
others to get what it is, 
when you deal with such 
complex issues? 

You have to trust people’s 
intelligence and do what you 
can to get people to come to 
see the work. The underesti¬ 
mation of the intelligence of 
the public is pretty rife, that’s 
what’s constantly going on. 
But people who see my work 
understand it. 


Are we coming out of the 
Dark Ages? 

Remember the Tony s the 
year Michael Bennett won for 
A Chorus Line, and he 
kissed his boyfriend and ev¬ 
eryone thought it was so cool? 
Then AIDS came. I think we 
got thrown a real curve by 
AIDS, but gay people re¬ 
sponded so magnificently by 
not being overwhelmed by it, 
by not letting people beat us 
back into the bushes. It 
wasn’t handed to us at all. 


The album title. Goodbye 
to All That? What are you 
saying goodbye to? 

I don’t know, I just decided 
that was the title. To what? 
That remains to be seen. ▼ 


The one, the only, Henry Steele 


Editor’s Note: Henry Steele’s 
play. The Moon, plays the 
Marsh, 1062 Valencia, Thurs¬ 
days through Sundays at 8 
p.m through June 27. Also at 
the Marsh, Steele will be per¬ 
forming songs from his latest 
album, Goodbye to All That, 
on Saturday June 26 at 10:30 
p.m. For more information 
regarding the performances, 
call (415) 641-1235. Goodbye 
to All That may be pur¬ 
chased at Medium Rare 
Records on Market Street be¬ 
tween Castro and Noe streets. 


You keep doing it in good 
faith, whether or not you get 
any recognition. 

You write, you perform, 
you compose, you sing and 
play the piano — which takes 
precedence? 


I feel my writing is on the 
ascendant — plays, songs, 
prose, whatever. Performing 
can be incredibly rewarding 
and it can be incredibly drain¬ 
ing. We’ve just been through 
an experience with an actress 
who went ballistic with us, 
and now I’m doing her part. 
She left The Moon a week 
before opening and I decided 
to step in. I love doing it, but 
it wasn’t what I had in mind. 
I thought, “Okay. From now 
on, no more plays, just novels. 
You write them and then you 
don’t have to put them up.” 

Being gay and being from 
the ^uth, how did your 
family handle your sexual¬ 
ity” 

I’m sure for a long time it 
was difficult for them, but in 
the end, one characteristic of 
the South is its great pride in 
the individuality of loved 
ones and friends. Being gay 
you become used to being an 
individual early in life. You 
have to go that route or sink, 
and 1 think Southerners have 
a deep appreciation for that. 

/ understand that, financial¬ 
ly, you’ve been in a position 
where you didn’t have to 
hold down a nine-to-five job. 
Is that a blessing or a curse? 

A blessing. I mean, come 
on ... . As far as ambition in 


{Photo: David Guralnick) 


the world is concerned, suc¬ 
ceeding in the world, it can 
be detrimental to that. As far 
as the work is concerned, you 
have the time, and if you 
don’t do it you have no one 
else to blame. But it can take 
the edge off ambition. 

I don’t understand money, 
I never have. When I quit 
smoking and drinking, I quit 
paying taxes. I got in dutch 
with the I.R.S. and it just 
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SF Superior 
Court Judge 
Donna 
Hitchens 


by Dennis Conkin 

San Francisco Superior 
Court Judge Donna Hitchens 
was elected to the bench in 
June 1990 and took office on 
January 7, 1991. 

Founder of the Lesbian 
Rights Project, now the Na¬ 
tional Center For Lesbian 
Rights, Hitchens told the Bay 
Area Reporter she decided to 
run for the post because she 
wanted a change in her life, 
and in the judicial system. 

“I was about ready to leave 
the actual practice of law. I 
was sort of ready to try some¬ 
thing different and utilize 
skills that I’d developed,” she 
said. 

The decision to run — 
against conservative Deukme- 
jian appointee and former 
prosecutor Jerome Benson — 
“was almost a last minute de¬ 
cision,” Hitchens said, 

“I realized the time had 
come and that I was going to 
do it when Deukmejian ap¬ 
pointed two more men to the 
bench,” she said. 

Hitchens said that the race 
for the seat was a challenge 
because she was governed by 
a professional canon of ethics 
and couldn’t comment on is¬ 
sues that she might eventual¬ 
ly have to rule on — while can¬ 
didates for other offices and 
posts were able to make pro¬ 
nouncements about the issues 
of choice, domestic partners, 
and death penalty policy 
statements to voters. “It was a 
very odd situation,” Hitchens 
recalled. 

But Hitchens, who had 
“tremendous support from 
the lesbian and gay communi¬ 
ty, and some support from 
the women’s community,” 
found that she was able to 
garner support from other mi¬ 
norities because of her civil 
rights record and past legal 
work in the African-American 
and Asian-American commu¬ 
nities. 

“At that point in time, no 
lesbian had yet been elected 
to a citywide office,” she said. 

In her first six months as a 
Superior Court judge, 
Hitchens presided over civil 
jury trials, then became a Ju¬ 
venile Court judge, and this 
year signed up for a another 
year in the Juvenile Court sys¬ 
tem. 

Hitchens, who teaches 
courses in AIDS in the crim¬ 
inal justice system and juve¬ 
nile delinquency to new 
judges through the state’s Ju¬ 
dicial College, said that the 
experience is an opportunity 
to teach judges from all over 
the state — especially conser¬ 
vative communities — about 
criminal justice issues that im¬ 
pact on the lesbian and gay 
community: “We bring in 
ways to increase the level of 
awareness and sensitivity 
about the issues that they 



Judge Donna Hitchens 


*‘Vni not 
saying that 
all gay people 
want to get 
married, any 
more than 
all gay people 
want to go 
into the 
military, but 
the option 
should be 
there for 
those who 
want to/' 


would never otherwise deal 
with.” 

Hitchens believes the best 
approach to working with ju¬ 
veniles is to stay oriented to¬ 
ward rehabilitation and treat¬ 
ment. 

“There are certainly judges 
that approach the law with a 
more punitive attitude, rather 
than with a rehabilitative atti¬ 
tude, but one of the benefits 
of juvenile law is having 
many options to address prob¬ 
lems,” she said. 

While Hitchens acknowl¬ 
edges there are occasions 
when it is appropriate for 
youth offenders to be incar¬ 
cerated in California Youth 
Authority facilities, she also 
says that there is a difference 
between serious criminal ac¬ 
tivity and troubled youth — in¬ 
cluding those with lesbian or 
gay identity problems — who 
“are acting out” and who get 
snared in the system. 

Often in those situations, 
Hitchens said, foster or group 
home placement with gay fos¬ 
ter parents or staff can give 
the youths proper role mod¬ 
els, love and emotional sup¬ 
port, and other care that can 
turn their lives around. 

Also, Hitchens said that 
there are out lesbian and gay 
psychologists, therapists, 
counselors—and probation of¬ 
ficers — available for gay 
youth in trouble, to provide 
support and affirmation. 

An issue just as important 
to the lesbian and gay com¬ 
munity as the ability to join 
the armed forces, Hitchens 
says, is the stalled federal civ¬ 
il rights bill that would end 
discrimination in employment 


and housing. She also be¬ 
lieves lesbians and gays 
should be allowed to get mar¬ 
ried. 

“I’m not saying that all gay 
people want to get married, 
any more than all gay people 
want to go into the military, 
but the option should be 
there for those who want to,” 
she said. 

Hitchens said the right to 
legal marriage “is accompa¬ 
nied by enormous economic 
benefit” and believes it is crit¬ 
ical that lesbians and gays are 
no longer cut out of the deal. 

It’s a long way off, 
Hitchens says, but she be¬ 
lieves that “there will come a 
time some day when lesbians 
and gay men — and African 
Americans and Latinos and 
everyone — will have equali¬ 
ty" 

“But, she is quick to point 
out, “one of the biggest issues 
I talk to judges about is that 
equality is not sameness; we 
need to respect equality but it 
has to be born out of an ap¬ 
preciation of differences,” she 
said. 

And, Hitchens says, there 
needs to be more of an appre¬ 
ciation of differences in the 
lesbian and gay community, 
too. 

She says the infighting in 
the community about political 
differences “is not unique” to 
the lesbian and gay communi¬ 
ty, and that differences in 
points of view will always ex¬ 
ist. 

And she adds a cautionary 
note to those who speak as 
leaders. 

“Where I get concerned is 
when the good of the commu¬ 
nity is secondary to the per¬ 
sonal ambition of the individ¬ 
ual,” she said. 

Hitchens said that she “has 
to believe that the lesbian 
community is making ad¬ 
vances and we are going to 
make a better world for our 
children,” Even when there 
are times of difficulty, “we 
have to keep working on a 
common agenda” as much as 
possible. 

Hitchens said she hopes 
that because of the strides of 
the movement that lesbian 
and gay youth “believe in 
themselves, and understand 
that they have incredible po¬ 
tential to make a contribu¬ 
tion, and to be healthy and 

y” 

itchens term ends in 
1996. 

“I asked to go out to the ju¬ 
venile court for one more 
year. I’m taking it a year at a 
time. I’m loving it and wemt 
to stay.” she said. ▼ 


^ KAIRO S 


Support For Caregivers 


If you’re helping someone hold on 
Spend some time letting go! 


Support for the Caregivers 
of HIV affected persons: 

Contact us about: 

• Support Groups (including grief support) 

• Individual Support 

• Workshops at the Workplace 

• Newsletter/Lending Library 

• Daytime Meeting Space for small groups 

• Drop-in Introductory Group - 7:30pm Thursdays 

• Open House, Fridays, 5-7pm 


114 Douglass, San Francisco CA 94114-1921 
415 861-0877 FAX 415 861-5389 



ST. FRANCIS LUTHERAN CHURCH 

invites you to 

Sunday Worship at 11:00 A.M. 

152 Church Street, near Market 



Festive 

Key West 

'a block to lively Puval>| 
3 blocks to the water. Yet 
quiet & very private when all 
you want is sleep. Guest suites or 
charming 1880's cottages sleep l-6y 
most with kitchenettes. Lovely gardensy 
3 pools &ho% tub. Complimentary 
continental breakfast awaitSy for the 

800-944-2687 
or305-294-6386 
Fax 305-293-8446 
320 Simonton 
Key West 
Florida 
33040 





Opening ^ 
this winter, 
"The Mansion 
at Simonton 
Court," 
523 Eaton 
Street, our 
most elegant 
guest suites. 


GAY PlUDli 
SUNDAY 



CELEBRATE AFTER THE PARADE 
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OPEN 
DAYS A WEEK ' 


DANCING 


SAN FRANCISCO'S FIRST GAV LATINO BAR ■ 


ESTA NOCHE 


3079 SIXTEENTH STREET BETWEEN MESON 4 VALENCIA 861-5757 
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(P)lucky Lad(y) 


by Jim Provenzano 

T he posters advertis¬ 
ing the shows are 
straight out of a 
county fair. That’s 
the compelling quality, the au¬ 
thenticity. At the perfor¬ 
mance, toes start tapping, 
people suddenly get the urge 
to cry or square dance. The 
reason? It’s Pasty Cline, rein¬ 
carnated by Arturo Galster. 

Imagine cocktails in a 
smoky club, with the clatter 
of glasses and the chatter of 
the queer and straight 
cognoscente simmering in the 
background, then add the sul¬ 
try jazz crooning of Chesty 
Baker, the fictitious widow of 
long-gone jazz trumpeter 
Chet. Chesty is another incar¬ 
nation of Arturo Galster, a 
regular on the club and 
cabaret circuit, and a talent 
this town almost takes for 
granted. 

Galster hails from 
Philadelphia, where he got 
his theatrical feet wet in sum¬ 
mer stock and school produc¬ 
tions. But it was at the San 
Francisco Art Institute where 
he learned the finer points of 
theatre and performance art. 

Somewhere on the road to 
drag acts, while getting 
known in the tight knit com¬ 
munity of club celebutantes, 
Galster cornered the market 
on resurrecting one of the gay 
community’s favorite dead di¬ 
vas, country-western singer 
Patsy Cline. He even starred 
in a short film as the crooner, 
who died tragically in a plane 
crash msuiy years ago. 

Performing as Patsy Cline, 
with her backup band The 
Memphis G-Spots, Galster has 
become a favorite at clubs. 
Gay Freedom Day perfor¬ 
mances, and street fairs. Re¬ 
cently, he added a new per¬ 
sona to his repertory of en¬ 
dearing songstresses; the sul¬ 
try, slightly out-of-it Chesty 
Baker. 


remind you that while the 
voice may be serious, the 
heart is having fun. 

The Bay Area Reporter 
talked with Arturo between 
sets of his nightclub act at 
Cabaret Du Nord, where he’s 
packing the house every Mon¬ 
day night through June 28. 


Has Patsy Cline gone off on 
another plane trip? 

No, she’s performing on 
Gay Freedom Day. We just 
did a show at DNA. I don’t 
like to do Patsy too often. It’s 
really fun and people really 
like it, but it makes it more 
special when you don’t do it 
too often. I’m thinking of do¬ 
ing a lounge version of Patsy 
Cline. 


How long have you been do¬ 
ing character drag? It seems 
to elevate drag to another 
level of performance. 

When I started doing it, I 
was kind of careful not to bill 
myself as a drag queen. Years 
ago drag wasn’t the big phe¬ 
nomenon that it is now. It 
was kind of a fringe group. 
I’ve called myself a perfor¬ 
mance artist; that’s what I 
studied at school. 


It’s a good foundation, hav¬ 
ing that theatre background. 
It helps you get your tech¬ 
nique down, find your light. 

Which I still have yet to 
learn (laughter). The light 
tonight was pointed at my 
navel, my chest... . 


It’s kind of appropriate 
though, that Chesty’s act be 
a little ... off 

Yes, she’s like, “Shit, here 
I am again.” 


Are there any other charac¬ 
ters on the shelf waiting to Arturo Galster as Chesty Baker 
be born? 


Birth of the Blues 

Chesty premiered at Par¬ 
adise Lounge. Originally plan¬ 
ning to impersonate Chet 
Baker for a show, Galster had 
an accident. “My eye got real¬ 
ly badly cut, so I got a wig to 
cover it up, very Veronica 
Lake. It worked perfectly. 
That night my friend Pierre 
Trudeau (the local fashion de¬ 
signer, “not the former Prime 
Minister of Canada,” as 
Chesty says in her act) lent 
me an outfit, and that’s how 
Chesty was born.” 

Galster’s warm comfort¬ 
able lounge tones evoke his 
heroes; Patsy, Nina Simone, 
Peggy Lee, even a little Billie 
Holiday. But Galster has a 
way of creating funny mo¬ 
ments between his solos — a 
small eyebrow gesture, a flip 
of the hair, or getting a piece 
of his martini olive caught in 
his teeth. There’s never a 
wide gesture, but his move¬ 
ments are off-kilter enough to 
BAY AREA REPORTER JUNE 


Well, Nina Simone, which 
is part of what Chesty is, but 
I’d like to do it seriously. 
There’s some other goofy 
characters. I did a show at 
Star Bar with Gentry Lane. 
We called ourselves Las 
Tuchas. It’s kind of a Latino 
chick that I’ve been getting 
into. I like singing in Spanish. 
That’s kind of fun. My goal is 
to perform at Esta Noche, 
sing in Spanish, and get away 
with it. 

It’s amazing there, the way 
the drag queens are treated 
so special, like princesses. 
They give them more re¬ 
spect than at the mostly 
white gay clubs, where 
they’re given trashier treat¬ 
ment. 

Yeah, we’re the court 
jesters of the white gay scene. 
But we’re getting a lot more 
respect. 

With RuPaul on Arsenio 
and all? 

Yes. 
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"My goal is to 
penorm at 
Esta Noche, 
sing in 
Spanish, and 
get away with 
it." 


Are you thinking of record¬ 
ing your music stylings? 

I’d like to, but I haven’t re¬ 
ally taken any steps in that di¬ 
rection. 

It would be great to have 
you pose in a real retro pho¬ 
to, like the Chet Baker pho¬ 
tos, with a young hunky 
shirtless man with a trum¬ 
pet. 

Find those guys! Actually, 
I fell in love with Chet Baker 


— he was so androgynous, his 
voice. When I first heard him 
I thought it was a woman. 
“Who’s she?” And then in the 
photographs, he was this cute 
young guy. Even in his ’60s, 
he charmed the pants, or bob¬ 
by socks, off of kids of both 
sexes. Being in the jazz world 
and stuff like that. I’m sure he 
had all kinds of “experi¬ 
ences.” 

You also perform as your¬ 
self, don’t you? 

I certainly have incorporat¬ 
ed elements of other charac¬ 
ters into my own work. I’m 
more relaxed when I have a 
persona, characters that kind 
of help me along. I’ve done 
Chet Baker straight, so to 
speak, and I just kind of don’t 
know what to do. I’m not 
wearing a wig and makeup 
and nails. You’re used to act¬ 
ing and having that well-de¬ 
fined. When you don’t have 
that anymore and it’s you, 
you have to find your own 
character, your own voice. 


What’s coming up in your 
schedule? 

I’m hoping to perform at 
the 181 Club as Chesty. Then 
over the summer I have a few 
gigs, and then Wigstock in 
New York this fall. 

I’ve heard that occasionally 
you can be found at The 
Mint doing karaoke? 

Not every Wednesday, but 
every now and then I’ll go 
and others’ll be there; Elvis 
Herselvis, Justin Bond, Flynn, 
whoever. It’s a riot. We go 
and practice, it’s fun to get up 
there and make a total ass of 
yourself. We have a game. 
Karaoke Roulette. Everyone 
puts their name on a slip of 
paper, sticks it in a hat, then 
everybody writes down a 
song for someone else and 
you have to get up and sing 
it. You don’t know what it’s 
going to be. You have to get 
up there and do your best. It’s 
great. ▼ 





















The Gift of the 
Gypsies 
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by Paul Thomason 

B eing a composer was 
something Steven 
White never thought 
about, it was just 
something he always did. 

“I sat around in grade 
school and put notes together 
and liked how they sounded. 
I never realized I was ‘com¬ 
posing.’ In high school I wrote 
for the band and my church 
choir. It was extremely grati¬ 
fying to hear what I thought 
it would sound like — what I 
heard in my head — was actu¬ 
ally the way it sounded. That, 
more than anything, kept me 
going,” he says. 

Today, in addition to his 
work as a composer. White is 
the librarian for the San 
Francisco Opera. He also cues 
the supertitles during many 
of the operas by following 
along with an orchestral score 
and telling the person run¬ 
ning the machine when to 
change the titles. 

It’s a far cry from growing 
up on a farm in eastern 
Texas. 


Another World 

“My family is full of very 
nice people, real salt of the 
earth, but we have nothing in 
common. They weren’t artis¬ 
tic in any way. I really don’t 
think I was part of that fami¬ 
ly, I think I was just dropped 
off by gypsies. 

“My dad had a little trou¬ 
ble keeping jobs and for eight 
months we lived on a little is¬ 
land out on Sabine Lake — 
the Sabine River divides 
Texas from Louisiana. Dad 
was a muskrat trapper. We 
lived in a one-room, tcu- paper 
shack with no heat, electrici¬ 
ty, or running water. My 
mom, brother, and I would 
sleep in one bed together. In 
the mornings. Dad would get 
up and we’d have to stay in 
bed until he threw back the 
covers to make sure there 
were no snakes that had 
crawled up in the bed with us 
for the warmth of our bodies. 

“Dad would come home at 
the end of a day of trapping 
and I remember helping him 
skin the muskrats. We had a 
big tub and I’d take the skin 
and hold it while he pulled 
the carcass out of it. The guts 
would fall into the big tub 
and my little brother and I 
would play with them, throw¬ 
ing them at each other.” 

While White was working 
with the National Symphony 
in the mid^Os, the entire or¬ 
chestra was invited to dinner 
at the White House. “I sat 
there, looking around at all of 
the famous people with 
whom we were eating dinner 
and thought about skinning 
those muskrats,” he recalls. 

Fortunately, an aunt who 
taught high school English in 
Port Arthur opened up the 


worlds of music and art for 
her nephew. “She bought me 
a record of the ‘1812 Over¬ 
ture’ — I can still see the cover 
today — and I played it until it 
was literally smooth, no more 
grooves at all. And that 
changed my life. I knew there 
was something else out there 
I could live for.” 


''Dad was a 
muskrat 
trapper. We 
lived in a 
one-room, tar 
paper shack 
with no heat, 
electricity, or 
running 
water." 


One of the aspects of his 
job at the opera which White 
enjoys the most is being 
around singers so much. It 
was through his job that he 
first met soprano Carol 
Vaness, for whom he recently 
wrote Three Emily Dickin¬ 
son Songs. 

“When I first heard Carol 
sing there was something 
about the spark in her voice, 
that crystal edge she has, that 
made me want to write some¬ 
thing for her. She’s got one of 
the best senses of humor in the 
world. Carol is incredibly 
intelligent and she has an un¬ 
failing sense about people and 
what they’re made of.” 

White was talking with the 
soprano about new music one 
day, and she asked him if he 
had written anything she 
could use in some upcoming 
reciteils. He had been mulling 
over some Emily Dickinson 
songs so he sat down and 
wrote them in a week. He 
played them for Vaness, who 
gave him some tips and criti¬ 
cism. “Carol was absolutely 
right with everything she 
said. I incorporated her sug¬ 
gestions, played them for her 
and she said, ‘That’s it.’ ” 

Work in Progress 

Currently White is com¬ 
pleting work on San Francis¬ 
co Canticles, a song cycle for 
baritone Sanford Sylvem. “I 
guess every gay artist wants 
to somehow memorialize a 
friend they’ve lost to AIDS, 
or to show it’s something we 
all want to end. So I’m using 
seven poems about death. It 
starts off extremely depress- 
ingly with Carl Sandburg’s 
‘Grass,’ then slowly but surely 
it moves to the point that 
death isn’t the ultimate end at 
all, that there is hope.” 

One of the composers to 
whom White often listens is 
Benjamin Britten. “His music 
has a certain earthy edge to it, 
a somberness that people 
agree speaks of his problems 



with his sexuality. Maybe 
that’s one reason why his mu¬ 
sic has always moved me. I 
was not always comfortable 
with being gay, and I sympa¬ 
thize with him that way. I’m 
never bored or disappointed 
with what I find in his music. 

“Communication is a big 
priority fo*- ^e,” he says. “I 


have always done things with 
texts. One way being gay has 
affected my music is that I 
will pick texts that are more 
attuned to that aspect of my 
life. I’ll often pick a gay poet, 
or something that’s gay in ori¬ 
entation.” 

For White, the most diffi¬ 
cult part of being a composer 


is simply finding the time. “A 
friend once said he tried to 
write one minute of music ev¬ 
ery day and that no one 
would ever understand how 
difficult that was. It’s true. 
For me, it’s finding the time, 
getting the space to be able to 
do it.” ▼ 
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P I 0 J E C T 

OPEN HAND 


Open a new Checkworks accoimt with 
direct deposit and Cal Fed will donate $20 to 
Project Open Hand. 

Cal Fed's Checkworks checking account is fee-free 
with direct deposit! Plus... 

FREE ... of monthly service charges! 

FREE ... unlimited personalized checks! 

FREE ... travelers checks! 

FREE ... 3 cashier's checks per month! 

FREE ... 3 money orders per month! 

FREE ... ATM transactions at all Cal Fed branches! 

PLUS ... $20 will be donated to Project Open Hand. See us for details. 

HURRY! This offer expires July 31,1993. 

calCfed 

CALIFORNIA FEDERAL BAN K 

SINCE 192 6 

444 Castro Street • San Francisco • (415)861-3161 

$100 minimum required to open. H no direct deposit, a $9 monthly lee will be cherged if daily checking balance drops below $2,000 ($500 
if age 66 or older) or savings drops below $7,600. $20 donation paid on now accounts only. One donation per customer. Limit three free 
money orders and cashier's checks per month. Travelers check offer does not include “Cheques for Two". Cashier's checks are official 
checks - Cal Fed checks payable through Citibank. We reserve the right to change the terms of our checking accounts and free service offers 
at any time without notice. $20 donation not tax deductible to customer. Offer expires July 31. 1993. 
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Paul Wysocki 


Wysocki’s present domi¬ 
nant vocational pursuit is 
professional fundraiser and 
adviser for non-profit agen¬ 
cies, though he is still a li¬ 


censed real estate broker. It is 
in these roles where he most 
demonstrates his operational 
philosophy. 

“While I am always out 


Paul Wysocki, 
Leader in 
Several Key Posts 


by Marv. Shaw 

Bouncing back vigorously 
from his defeat in the San 
Jose City Council race last 
November, Paul Wysocki, 
with many years of gay ac¬ 
tivism to his credit, is build¬ 
ing his reputation among a 
variety of influential groups 
as a highly capable leader 
with a substantial following. 
He spelled out several in a re¬ 
cent conversation with the 
Bay Area Reporter. 

One key position with di¬ 
rect relevance to the gay com¬ 
munity is his position on the 
Board of Trustees of the Unit¬ 
ed Way of San Jose. One of 
his immediate achievements 
is the decision of the United 
Way to allocate funds to the 
gay community center in San 
Jose — this after a year-long 
study to determine the needs 
of the gay community in that 
city. 

Accompanying that mea¬ 
sure is his initiative in barring 
discrimination against gays 
and lesbians within the agen¬ 
cy and among the clientele 
and employees of any group 
affiliated with the United 
Way. 

More controversial and po¬ 
tentially of great influence is 
his insistence on the United 
Way board that the Boy 
Scouts of America not receive 
funding while their prohibi¬ 
tion against gay scouts and 
scoutmasters is in force. 
Wysocki points to the Willow 
Glen troop in particular as 
one group within the BSA 
which is daring to go along 
with his position and defy the 
national charter on this poli¬ 
cy. 

“This troop has had strong 
criticism from the national 
headquarters, but they are 
holding steady. I think of it as 
typical of the enlightened atti¬ 
tude I find repeatedly in the 
San Jose area,” Wysocki stat¬ 
ed. 

Analyzing his election de¬ 
feat simply, Wysocki said, “I 
made my attempt backwards. 
Most people running for polit¬ 
ical office build their reputa¬ 
tions broadly and then run on 
them. I Was really unknown 
outside the gay community.” 

Correcting this situation 
now, Wysocki is building 
coalitions and tapping into in¬ 
fluential groups. Among these 
are labor unions, the Afford¬ 
able Housing Network Board 
of Trustees, The Ryan White 
Care Consortium of Santa 
Clara County and the County 
AIDS Planning Advisory 
Committee. 

Wysocki is currently vice 
chairperson of the Santa 
Clara County Human Rela¬ 
tions Commission and the 
San Jose Civil Service Com¬ 
mission. Most directly rele¬ 
vant to the gay community is 
his position as board presi¬ 
dent of the International Gay 
and Lesbian Human Rights 
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Commission. 

Very influential from the 
perspective of the personnel 
and finances involved is his 
position as chairperson of the 
Police and Fire Departments’ 
Retirement System. Current¬ 
ly administrating a fund of 
$750 million, Wysocki is 
proposing to his counterpart 
in the organization compris¬ 
ing all other city employees 
that their combined worth of 
$1.5 billion be re-organized 
into a more secure system. 

“I am the first person not a 
policeman or a fireman to be 
chosen for this job,” Wysocki 
pointed out. “My being gay 
has been no problem. I pre¬ 
sent the issues, guide the dis¬ 
cussion and help shape the 
decisions in such a way that 
they applaud when the meet¬ 
ing concludes. And this is 
with men and women who 
are middle-aged and elderly.” 

“I speak their language,” 
Wysocki explained as the rea¬ 
son for his success. Just as 
likely, he conceded, is his vol¬ 
unteer work as a sensitivity 
trainer with law enforcement 
groups for the last three 
years. 
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there as an openly gay man 
with explicit social objectives, 
I concentrate on using a con¬ 
ciliatory strategy to achieve a 
win-win outcome,” he said. 

For his political future, 
Wynsocki has his eye on 1996. 
“Because of the term limits 
now in force, there will be 
many open offices, and I 
would try for one on either 
the county or state level,” he 
predicted. 


On the whole picture of 
gays in politics, Wynsocki is 
ebulliently optimistic: “The 
situation is very favorable. 
We can be leaders! Many 
more gays and lesbians will 
be elected in the next five 
years. With developments 
such as the gays in the mili¬ 
tary issue, the nation is being 
forced to look at us to see be¬ 
yond the stereotypes and rec¬ 
ognize how mainstream we 
are. The ‘90s will produce our 
golden opportunity — and I in¬ 
tend to take advantage of 
that!” ▼ 


Akaya Windwood, 

Alameda County 

Human Relations Commissioner 


by Samuel R. Cacas 

Though relatively new to 
the Alameda County Human 
Relations Commission, Akaya 
Windwood is familiar with 
homophobia and racism. 

Windwood was appointed 
to the commission in Febru¬ 
ary by Alameda County Su¬ 
pervisor Mary King. Several 
years ago, while growing up 
in San Bernardino County, 
Windwood was taunted by 
several youths at a 7-11 store. 

“They yelled anti-gay and 
anti-African American epi¬ 
thets at me,” she told the Bay 
Area Reporter during a re¬ 
cent interview. “This impact¬ 
ed me psychologically in a 
negative way.” She added 
that the experience left her 
feeling “dehumanized.” 

Windwood said she often 
reflects on this experience in 
her present position as coordi¬ 
nator of the speakers bureau 
for Berkeley-based Pacific 
Center for Human Growth, 
an organization which pro¬ 
vides counseling and other 
services for gay and lesbian 
hate violence victims. After 


has anti-discrimination laws 
on the books against racial 
and sexual orientation dis¬ 
crimination, but there’s cur¬ 
rently no domestic partners 
policy.” 

While Windwood noted 
that some elected officials re¬ 
flect such bias, she noted 
some, such as Supervisors 
Keith Carson and Mary King, 
‘‘want to make Alameda 
County safe for everyone.” 

As an appointed official, 
Windwood advises her con¬ 
stituents to get involved. 
‘‘Never underestimate the 
power of a phone call,” she 
said. “Elected and appointed 
officials are there to serve our 
needs. 

“We need to take ourselves 
and our experiences more se¬ 
riously when we are victim¬ 
ized,” Windwood said. “Until 
we do, the powers that be 
won’t take us seriously.” 

As the newest sitting mem¬ 
ber of the commission and 
also a member of the Alame¬ 
da County Hate Violence Pre¬ 
vention Project, Windwood 
intends to make sure that oth¬ 
ers get involved. ▼ 


many years of giving presen¬ 
tations to schools throughout 
the area, Windwood said she 
is “amazed by the anger man¬ 
ifested by many individual 
students who have expressed 
anti-gay comments like, ‘I’ll 
beat you up if I see you on 
the street.’” 


Windwood said such com¬ 
ments reflect institutional re¬ 
ality throughout the county, 
particularly in some school 
districts where her message 
against homophobia is not 
welcome. For example, she 
noted that “Alameda County 


Akaya Windwood 
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Richard Labonte 
Keeps Us Reading 



Energizer 


by Roberto Friedman 

T he vitality of a city’s 
arts and literary scene 
really comes down to 
the continued efforts 
of a handful of people who 
make books or art their life. 
For San Francisco gay writ¬ 
ers and readers, Richard 
Labonte has long been one of 
these people. Manager of A 
Different Light bookstores 
here and in West Hollywood, 
Labonte is one of the 
founders of the stores, a ven¬ 
ture which began with a 
bookstore in Silverlake in 
1979.1 spoke with him on the 
back patio of A Different 
Light one hot June morning. 


Roberto Friedman: In the 
five years you've been here 
at the store in San Francis¬ 
co, have you seen the book¬ 
store climate change? 

Richard Labonte: I think 
it’s changed along with the 
Castro neighborhood chang¬ 
ing. When we opened the 
store in ’87, there^was still a 
bit of a doldrums here. The 
bookstore brings a lot of peo¬ 
ple into the neighborhood. If 
you’re not invested in clothes 
or bars, except for the energy 
of the Castro, there was not a 
lot of reason to come. So I 
think the bookstore has 
helped the Castro grow, and 
at the same time, we’ve 
grown because the neigjibor- 
hood has become more a 
community again. It’s an in¬ 
teresting ebb and flow — it’s 
much less political now than 
it was two years ago. 


Is San Francisco a reading 
town? 

Absolutely. Of the three 
stores [NYC, LA, and SF], 
San Francisco has the highest 
sales. Plus, it’s a young read¬ 
ing city. I see new waves of 
teenagers, early twenties, 
coming in to buy books. 


Fm always surprised by the 
amount of genre fiction 
available: lesbian mysteries, 
gay sci-fi .... Is that a big 
part of sales? 

Ten years ago, there was 
very little of that — mystery or 
science fiction or gothic or 
horror — available, except for 
romance, which is a genre 
unto itself! Our science fiction 
and especially mystery sec¬ 
tions are two of our most pop¬ 
ular ones. The tastes of gay 
and lesbian readers are no 
less trashy than anybody 
else’s. A large part of the 
growth of lesbian and gay 
publishing is due to the fact 
that, instead of buying John 



Queer in America reading 
we had recently, but the staff 
told me that the crowd was 
almost back to the cash regis¬ 
ter. We sacrifice some sales 
when we have big events, but 
I think it’s worth it just to 
have the author and the read¬ 
ers meet each other. 

What did you think about 
the Lammies this year? 

It was the first year when I 
thought every winner was ac¬ 
tually a good book. And I do 
think that people have started 
to pay attention to who the 
winners are. My staff said 
people had already come in 
Saturday morning (after the 
awards ceremony in Miami 
Friday night) asking for the 
winners. 

It's our own little Emmys 
or Oscars. How come San 
Francisco has lost out on 
the OutWrite conferences? 

To Boston, of all places? 


I think mainly because 
Outweek magazine folded. A 
lot of the people who did the 
first two would have been 
happy to pick it up after 
Boston, so that it alternated 
East CoastAVest Coast, which 
was the original plan, but 
with the demise of Outweek, 
there just wasn’t the core to 
put it together. That’s why 
it’s happening in October this 
year, again in Boston. I hope 
it will come back. 


It was very energizing to 
gay writers here. 

It was. Something that 
we’re going to do in Jeuiuary, 
on a much smaller scale, will 
be a writer’s weekend, with 
panels and readings, maybe a 
dinner and award ceremony. 




Richard LaBonte, shining a different light on literature 

(Photo: Marc Geller) 


LeCarre, one can now buy a 
Michael Nava book; I don’t 
want to compare Katherine 
Forrest to Agatha Christie, 
but you see what I mean. But 
the literary books also sell ex¬ 
tremely well. We sell as many 
copies of Giovanni's Room 
or Maurice as we did five 
years ago. There are literary 
classics which sell strongly 
year after year. 

What about the small press¬ 
es? Do they lose out to all 
of the publicity power of 
the larger houses? 

Small presses are worried 
about that, but it hasn’t hap¬ 
pened yet. In some ways. Na¬ 
iad Press, which publishes 25 
lesbian novels a year, and 
Alyson Publications, which 
publishes between 25 and 30 
gay books a year, are as big 
as the gay and lesbian titles of 
St. Martin’s or Doubleday. 
Even smaller presses such as 
Firebrand or Spinster’s, 
which do between five and 15 
books a year, their books 
don’t get overlooked because 
there’s a lot of reader loyalty. 
It’s interesting to me that 
there is only one press in the 
country of any significance 
that is solely gay male orient¬ 
ed, and that’s Gay 
Sunshine/Leyland Publica¬ 
tions. Whereas there are 15 
strong lesbian/women’s press¬ 
es. A lot of gay books that are 
being published by main¬ 
stream houses are male 
books. But I don’t think small 
presses are threatened at all. 
My sense is the market hasn’t 
been glutted yet for good 
books. 

I'm always amazed at the 
readings you have here at 
the store — how smoothly 
they go considering what a 
small space it is. Have you 
run into problems? 

I wasn’t here for the 


“My sense is 
the market 
hasn't heen 
glutted yet for 
good hooks." 
—Richard 
Labonte 


What are you reading now? 

Last night I was reading 
Bernard Cooper’s book, A 
Year of Rhymes, which 
won’t be out until late Au- 
^st, a superb novel. I’m read¬ 
ing a new conservative After 
the Ball kind of book, fasci¬ 
nating to read, even though I 
don’t agree with a lot of it, be¬ 
cause there aren’t a lot of 
those books around. I’m read¬ 
ing Alma Rose, which is a 
Seal Press novel, and the new 
Joseph Hansen book, a fiction¬ 
al memoir of his growing up 
in Pasadena in the ’30s and 
’40s, quite good. ▼ 


Productions 

Presents 





June 26, 1993 • Sat. 8:00 - 2:00 
June 27. 1993 • Sun. 6:00 - ? 



% BSSt 


"Live Entertainment" 

Midnight, Saturday - Strippers 
10:30 pm Sunday - Strippers 

8:00-9:00 Saturday — 2 for 1 Drinks 
6:00-7:00 Sunday — 2 for 1 Drinks 
m/h 6 Bars 


DJ Dance Music 
Country Vocalist - Taz 
New Country Vocalist - Art 

Largest Dance Floor in the West 

mms-rawLS mEDHUi 



450 Harrison Street, San Francisco 


Complimentary Champagne 
at Midnight 

Valet Parking 


$10 advance tickets 
Call (510) 888-4121 
$12 at door 

CQ/JMG Enterprises 
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Gone but not 
Forgotten: HUD's 

Roberta Achtenberg 


by Karen Ocamb 

It was 2:30 p.m, Pacific 
time, Monday, May 24: the 
U.S. Senate clock ticked 
away as the clerk called out 
name after name registering 
votes on the historic nomina¬ 
tion of open lesbian Roberta 
Achtenberg to be Assistant 
Secretary for Fair Housing 
and Equal Opportunity at the 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. 

Around the country les¬ 
bians and gays, glued to C- 
SPAN, tallied the vote and 
watched Senator Dianne Fe- 
instein caucus with a hand- 
wringing Senator Barbara 
Boxer — now dubbed St. Bar¬ 
bara by some at the Human 
Rights Campaign Fund for 
her valiant and skilled de¬ 
fense of Achtenberg against 
conservative Republican Sen¬ 
ator Jesse Helms. 

In the end Achtenberg was 
confirmed, 58 to 31, with five 
Southern Democrats crossing 
over to vote ‘no’ with Helms 
and 13 Republicans jumping 
into the ‘yes’ bloc. 

It was historic — Achten¬ 
berg would, in fact, be leav¬ 
ing San Francisco and her 
seat on the Board of Supervi¬ 
sors to go to Washington. 
Was there one lesbian or gay 
in America who didn’t cele¬ 
brate at that moment? 

Well, yes, at least one: 
Achtenberg herself. She 
missed the televised suspense, 
sequestered in her apartment 
in Chevy Chase, Maryland, in 
touch with the proceeding 
only through her San Francis¬ 
co aide Alex Clemens. 

“My job was to be ready and 
able to respond at any mo¬ 
ment,’’ Achtenberg said in a 
phone interview from her San 
Francisco office two days later. 
“By the time it was time for 
roll call, we knew we would 
win handily. I suppose you 
never know for sure, but the 
count had been done over and 
over throughout the day and 
we were certain quite late in 
the day.’’ 

Clemens called Achten¬ 
berg after the vote, enabling 
her to hear Senate Majority 
leader George Mitchell pro¬ 
nounce her confirmation. 

“I was elated,’’ she said, ac¬ 
knowledging that she jumped 
up and down with joy. Then 
as the “cheering throngs’’ 
called, “I felt very pleased and 
vindicated.’’ 

Achtenberg was filled with 
praise for her Senator sup¬ 
porters, chief among them 
Boxer — “she deserves every 
accolade that can be be¬ 
stowed upon her’’ — Feinstein 
- “she did a stupendous job’’ — 
and Michigan Democrat Dan 
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Riegle — “I will 2 dways be in¬ 
debted to him for his incred¬ 
ible demonstration of sup¬ 
port.’’ 

She said they knew that 
Kennedy would be in Mas¬ 
sachusetts to present a “Pro¬ 
files in Courage’’ award, but 
he was prepared to return if 
the vote was close. They also 
knew that other supporters — 
Democrats Bradley and 
Krueger, and Republicans 
Danforth and Jeffords — 
would not be present. 

Achtenberg’s “great sense 
of relief’ at the 27-vote mar¬ 
gin of victory underscores the 
weekend and the day before 
the vote, conservative Chris¬ 
tian groups flooded the Con¬ 
gressional switchboard. Calls 
ran 100-1 against confirma¬ 
tion, according to HRCF 
spokesperson Gregory King, 
countered by 9,000 mailgrams 
sent through HRCF’s Speak 
Out Campaign. 

In addition to the funda¬ 
mentalists’ calls, each senator 
was sent a vidotape of the 
harsh battle Helms waged up 
to the last minute. Over the 
1992 San Francisco Lesbian 
and Gay Freedom Day Pa¬ 
rade, showing Achtenberg 
and partner Judge Mary Mor¬ 
gan kissing, the San Francis¬ 
co Chronicle reported. Critics 
charged that Achtenberg is an 
“exhibitionist” and a bad par¬ 
ent (of her son with Morgan, 
Benjy), as well as a gay-rights 
extremist who attacked the 
Boy Scouts. 

The conservative opposi¬ 
tion also threatened Senators 
up for reelection. “If any 
member of this Senate thinks 
this vote will go unnoticed by 
their constituents back 
home,” Helms warned, “they 
may find out otherwise.” The 
pressure helped boost the 
GOP opposition from 20 
votes the day before. 

But other Republicans op¬ 
ponents, such as Bob Dole of 
Kansas, sought to distance 
themselves from Helms’s stri¬ 
dent attacks. “No doubt we 
should show tolerance and re¬ 
spect for those among us who 
are gay,” Dole said in pre-vote 
comments. “But showing tol¬ 
erance and respect should not 
force us to embrace an ideo¬ 
logical agenda most Ameri¬ 
cans do not accept.” 

Dole took his share of 
swipes, focusing particularly 
on Achtenberg’s proposal to 
have the city withdraw its 
money from the Bank of 
America because of its stand 
on the Boy Scouts, an organi¬ 
zation that refuses to admit 
homosexuals. 

“Some might call these tac¬ 
tics heavy handed ... even bor¬ 
derline extortion,” Dole said 
of Achtenberg’s proposal. 
“We’re not talking about 
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'T hope that 
it will be a 
turmng point 
so that others 
can put 
themselves 
forward 
and not be 
subjected to 
the level of 
indigiiity that 
I was." 


some youth gang, the Bloods 
and Crips ... we’re talking 
about the Boy Scouts!” 

For several hours early in 
the day Achtenberg support¬ 
ers could count on just over 
40 votes, roughly ten shy of 
those needed for confirma¬ 
tion. Fence-sitters such as 
Kentucky Democrat Wendell 
Ford needed constant reassur¬ 
ance from Boxer and Fein¬ 
stein. Finally, votes from con¬ 
servative Democrats and 
moderate Republicans such 
as New York’s Alfonse 
D’Amato and Nancy Kasse- 
baum of Kansas put Achten¬ 
berg over the top. 


Assistant Secretary for Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity 
Roberta Achtenberg. 

(Photo: Steve Savage) 


It was a hard-won victory. 
For weeks Achtenberg had 
withstood an unrelenting 
smear campaign, highlighted 
by Helms’s now-famous 
“mean-spirited ... damn les¬ 
bian” remarks for which 
Riegle and Illinois Senator 
Carol Mosely Braun publicly 
took Helms to task. 

Achtenberg was philosoph¬ 
ical about the attacks. “The 
only sense I could possibly 
make of it was that it was not 
about me. It was about the 
views that some people hold 
about who we must be as 
people,” she said. “It would be 
disingenuous to of me to say 
that... the accusations had no 
effect on me and obviously I 
felt them more keenly be¬ 
cause they were using my 
name. 


“But since I know in my 
heart that I have used every 
ounce of my waking energy 
in my life trying my very best 
not to be mean or narrow or 
any of the others things I was 
accused of being, it just did 
not ring true. In fact it was so 
discordant with not only what 
I believe to be the reality of 
my life, but [of] anybody who 
knows me or anybody who’s 
willing to examine the public 


record of my life. It just rang 
hollow to most people.” 

As to her “flaunting” her 
homosexuality by kissing 
Morgan during the Freedom 
Day Parade, Achtenberg 
laughs. “I’ve been a lawyer 
for almost 20 years,” said the 
42-year-old former Supervi¬ 
sor. “I take seriously [my du¬ 
ties as] an officer of the court 
which means that I have a 
special obligation to conduct 
myself in a dignified way ... 
and that’s what I’ve always 
tried to do. 

“For people who believe 
that if you are gay or lesbian, 
you’re not entitled to a most 
modest demonstration of your 
affection toward other human 
beings, then reason and argu¬ 
ment are not going to encour¬ 
age them to see it in a differ¬ 
ent way. My record stands for 
itself. I’ve done the best job 
that I know how to do. And 
the overwhelming victory 
that we enjoyed on the floor 
of the United States Senate 
was a vindication of that and 
of the view that decent people 
across the nation hold: that 1 
am a respected public servant, 
that I am entitled to serve 
without respect to my sexual 
orientation.” 

(Continued on next paycf 










june 27, 1993 


(Continued from previous page) 


Now that Achtenberg has 
resigned her $24,000-a-year 
post as San Frcincisco Super¬ 
visor she has, with the con¬ 
currence of HUD Secretary 
Henry Cisneros, gotten to 
work on “re-examining and 
reorganizing” her enforce¬ 
ment division. (Incidentally, 
for those younger lesbians 
and gays who are interested 
in getting into politics, but 
who read her San Francisco 
salary with dismay, her new 
job comes with a $115,700 an¬ 
nual salary.) 

The reorganization at 
HUD includes instituting a 
new mortgage insurance en¬ 
forcement division inside the 
office of Title 8 enforcement. 
“We will be dealing with in¬ 
surance red-lining [an illegal 
practice of lenders who refuse 
to consider loans within cer¬ 
tain geographic areas and 
neighborhoods], which has 
not been dealt with through 
my division before.” 

In conjunction with the 
bank regulating office of 
Comptroller of the Currency, 
her office will “root out mort¬ 
gage-lending discrimination,” 
a violation of Title 8. It will 
also create a uniform set of 
guidelines, which she hopes 
will result in a “lessening of 
the discrimination that’s been 
endured, in particular, among 
people of color” in housing 
rentals and purchasing. Ac¬ 
cording to Achtenberg, it is a 
“severe”, issue, and one that is 
worthy of “special attention.” 
She will oversee about 700 
federal employees and intends 
to visit HUD offices around 
the country — including post¬ 
riot Los Angeles — to “get the 
lay of the land.” 

It’s something many people 
might find difficult, but Acht¬ 
enberg is anxious to begin. 
And, she says, she is “glad this 
is over,” referring to the con¬ 


firmation process. She told the 
B.A.R. that her strength 
throughout came from her 
naivete, her family, her “faith 
in God and the good people of 
the nation.” 

“We stuck together,” she 
said, adding she was “grati¬ 
fied” by everybody who took 
the floor in her defense, as 
well as her other supporters. 


"We're not 
talking about 
the Crips and 
Bloods," said 
Senator Bob 
Dole. "We re 
talking about 
the Boy 
Scouts!" 


African-American church lead¬ 
ers told her “how very signifi¬ 
cant it was to them to watch 
me stand up to intolerance. 
We want to stand up to that 
kind of attack and we want to 
stand up to it together to show 
— as was shown — that when 
we do that, we can prevail. I 
just feel pleased I could have 
been a part of something like 
that and I’m hoping that it will 
set a tone.” 

But as Achtenberg prepares 
for her new duties, she is 
aware that victory does not 
mean she has escaped scruti¬ 
ny. “This doesn’t end it,” Eric 
Ueland, spokesperson for the 
Senate Republican Policy 
Committee, told the Chronicle. 

“We’ll keep a pretty close eye 
on her.” 



President Bill Clinton with renowned "damned lesbian" Roberta AchtenbergiPhoto: Karen ocamb) 



Roberta Achtenberg and son Benjie. 


(Photo: Rick Gerharter) 


"I have 
a special 
obligation 
to conduct 
myself in a 
dignified way 
and that's 
what I've 
always tried 
to do." 


Despite the tacit threat, 
Achtenberg is optimistic. “It’s 
my hope that it will never be 
quite as bad again. I hope that 
it will be a bit of a watershed, 
a turning point, so that others 
can put themselves forward 
with the hope and expectation 
that they will not be subjected 
to level of indignity that I was 
subjected to. I don’t think that 
they could mount the same 
kind of campaign of hate and 
ignorance that they were able 
to mount against me the next 
time — because I think people 
saw through it.” T 
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Supervisor Susan Leal: 

A Moderate Bridge-Builder 


open mind as I meet with dif- 



Supervisor Susan Leal 


(Photo: Judi Parks) 


by Dennis Conkin 

San Francisco’s newest 
member of the Board of Su¬ 
pervisors, Susan Leal (pro¬ 
nounced Lay-AL), hadn’t 
planned on making a bid for 
the job when Bill Clinton 
tapped Roberta Achtenberg 
for a federal post. She was 
still settling into her first year 
as vice president on the oper¬ 
ations side of the healthcare 
management firm COMP- 
CARE — after spending years 
“on the road,’’ consulting with 
corporations all over the 
country — so she already had 
her hands full. But eventually, 
she says, a few friends began 
putting a bug in her ear about 
the possibility, and she was 
intrigued. 

“Basically, some of my 
friends came to me about five 
months ago and said, ‘would 
you consider this?’’’ I^al told 
the Bay Area Reporter. 

Bevan Duffy was one of 
those friends, L^al said. “He’s 
one of my life-long friends. I 
met him when I was in stu¬ 
dent government in Berkeley 
20 years ago. He’s openly gay 


and has been involved in a lot 
of political things in 
Washington and Los Angeles. 
He moved up here about six 
months ago.’’ 

Leal said that she decided 
to test the waters, to see if 
there was any interest or sup¬ 
port for her as a candidate. 

“I felt I had to start spend¬ 
ing a lot of time getting out, 
getting a better sense of what 
was happening in the commu¬ 
nity,’’ she told the Bay Area 
Reporter. “I began meeting 
people and found there was a 
lot of interest and there was 
some support for me. After a 
few weeks, I realized that the 
support was serious and de¬ 
cided to go for it,’’ Leal said. 

Leal describes herself as a 
“team player’’ and said that 
because she “has a clean 
slate’’ she can listen to the 
concerns of her constituents 
without bias and can seek 
consensus and compromise as 
she grapples with constituent 
needs and the serious prob¬ 
lems of service cutbacks 
caused by the estimated $200 
million city deficit. 

“I’m trying to keep an 


ferent individuals and ^oups. 
There are different alliances, 
and one group may be more 
progressive and one may be 
more conservative, but there 
are common threads of con¬ 
cern that cut across them all,” 
she said. 

Leal says that she believes 
this year’s budget, although it 
is the worst in the city’s histo¬ 
ry, is actually less serious 
thain what the city faces next 
year. 

And, she says, balancing 
the budget is not going to be 
possible “without a lot of 
pain.” 

“We’re in the 15th year of 
Proposition 13 [the so-called 
“property tax revolt”]. The 
deal is that Proposition 13 has 
come home to roost. Com¬ 
bined with the economic 
downturn in the state, there’s 
no way we can balcmce the 
budget without a lot of pain 
all the way around,” she said. 

Leal said that another 
problem is that San Francisco 
is losing jobs — “30,000 in the 
last five years” — which re¬ 


revenue base. 

Businesses and unions 
might be willing to compro¬ 
mise on their demands for no 
new revenue enhancements 
and higher wages, if they real¬ 
ize that the city is committed 
to streamlining a cumber¬ 
some and often inefficient bu¬ 
reaucracy, Leal said. 

The budget dust hasn’t set¬ 
tled — and won’t until early 
July, Leal predicts. Until 
then, the players will be 
“horse trading and dealing all 
the way up to the last 
minute,” she said, a political 
process she knows firsthand 
from her experience writing 
the state’s healthcare budget 
in the early 80s, when she 
served as a consultant to the 
state Assembly Ways and 
Means Committee. 

Tough enough for controversy 

“I’m a political moderate, 
so that’s going to color where 
I’m going to lean on issues,” 
Leal told the B.A.R. But 
while she may be a moderate, 
she isn’t the type to shy away 
from controversy — whether 
it’s about a tough budget deci¬ 
sion, disagreeing with a union 
about its wage demands, or 
commenting on national les¬ 
bian and gay political issues: 
she acknowledged that she’s 
bothered by Barney Frank’s 
recently proposed compro¬ 
mise on the gays in the mili¬ 
tary issue. 

“I’m troubled by that. I 
don’t really really want to ex¬ 
press my perspectives on na¬ 
tional issues, but I have to tell 
you that a lot of my friends 
were troubled and I was also 
troubled by Barney Frank’s 
action,” she said. 


A clear indication of why 
Leal is troubled, though, is in¬ 
tegral to understanding the 


43-year-old, single San Fran¬ 
cisco native who lifts weights 
and does step aerobics in her 
sp 2 ire time. 

“I wasn’t clear that he had 
talked with those who were 
working on the issue. That’s 
why I was troubled. I’m not 
sure I agree with his compro¬ 
mise,” Leal said. 

She worried that the 
Frank compromise leaves 
people like Zoe Dunning, a 
graduate of the U.S. Naval 
Academy and out lesbian 
who has being drummed out 
of the U.S. Navy, “hanging in 
the wind.” 

And, although she says 
that it may not be a popular 
point of view among moder¬ 
ates, she said she took excep¬ 
tion to a recent media com¬ 
mentary linking San Francis¬ 
co’s economic woes with the 
influx of undocumented 
refugees and illegal aliens 
“was scapegoating.” 

“That offends me, that’s 
my point of view, that’s my 
real gut feeling, it’s discrimi¬ 
nation and prejudicial,” she 
said. 

Leal said that she finally 
decided to make the success¬ 
ful bid for her seat on the 
Board of Supervisors because 
she knows about the prob¬ 
lems facing San Francisco, 
from the need for Charter re¬ 
form to restructuring the 
city’s health care service de¬ 
livery system, because she 
sees herself as someone who 
can contribute to solving 
them, and because she is, in 
her words, “a bridge builder.” 

“That’s what I’ve been 
good at over the years. I feel 
very privileged. My experi¬ 
ence and business back¬ 
ground gives me a good per¬ 
spective to help the city,” she 
said.T 


suits in a drain on the city s 
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A Taste 
for Living 


by Robert Julian 

W ith an interest in 
spiritual healing 
and a ceireer as a 
fashion model, 
Greg Cassin could be the 
quintessential prototype for 
the queer ’90s, something of a 
cross between Vanna White 
and Oral Roberts. But 
Cassin’s serious and long-term 
dedication to The Healing 
Circle, which he began over 
four years ago, qualifies him 
for serious consideration as 
an alternative community ac¬ 
tivist. The Healing Circle, 
which continues to meet 
Thursdays at 8 p.m. at 60 
Brady Street, has led Cassin 
to mount a campaign to estab¬ 
lish a San Francisco Center 
for Living, similar to centers 
that already exist in Los An¬ 
geles and New York. 


Robert Julian: What does a 
“Center for Living” do? 

Greg Cassin: It’s a place 
which will provide support 
programs for people facing 
life-threatening illnesses of all 
kinds. For caregivers, women 
with breast cancer, HIV-in¬ 
fected children and adults — 
offering, among other things, 
daily classes in meditation 
and relaxation, yoga and mas¬ 
sage. A lot of the work to be 
done at the center is work 
that’s been going on under¬ 
ground for years with AIDS 
and cancer as “alternative 
treatments.” Many of these 
things the medical establish¬ 
ment is now researching, and 
discovering their positive re¬ 
sults. 


/ know that, in spite of your 
work in healing, you still 
continue to do some mod¬ 
elling. What’s the best work 
you’ve done as a model? 

The best work, beside trav¬ 
elling and working all over 
Europe, was the work I did 
with local clients like Macy’s 
and Mervyn’s. These were 
people who gave me a career 
here — a life and insurance — 
and income that paid my bills 
while allowing me to do the 
real work I wanted to be do¬ 
ing, especially after I found 
out I was HIV-positive. When 
I went public with my HIV 
status, by appearing in Peter 
Adair’s film. Absolutely Pos¬ 
itive, I got phone calls from 
the commercial broadcasting 
department of Macy’s and 
other clients who offered 
their love and support. They 
said if there were anything 
they could do for me I was to 
let them know. 

Are the healing circle and 
the film related? 


No. I was doing the heal¬ 
ing circle before the film 
came along. A friend who 
knew I was out as HIV-posi¬ 
tive called me and asked if I 
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a start up board of directors. 
Our first fundraiser, with 
Marianne Williamson, was 
very successful. We brought 
in almost $20,000. Now we’re 
building a sound foundation 
in order to get the business 
stuff handled so we can use 
the human resources effec¬ 
tively and responsibly. That’s 
a high priority for us. 

Do you want to buy a build¬ 
ing? 

I want to provide services. 
If it works business-wise to 
buy a building, we will. Right 
now we just want to lease a 
space that will allow us to 
provide services. 


Do you have a timeline for 
start-up? 


We have a goal to be pro¬ 
viding services by early this 
winter. 

What kinds of people and 
skills do you envision com¬ 
ing together under the um¬ 
brella of the center? 


Greg Cassin as White Flower Day centerfold 


When someone is affected 
by a life-threatening illness, 
whether it be the patient or 
the caregiver, they embark on 
a powerful journey. It’s not 
only a physical journey, it’s an 
emotional journey that affects 
all of our lives. I want the 
center to be a place where 
people come to receive hope, 
to be inspired, and to be edu-. 
cated. I see the center in Man¬ 
hattan as a place for choice, 
and I want our center to have 
as many different dimensions 
as there are people and needs. 

I want the center to pro¬ 
vide services for those who 
are undergoing a Western 
modality of treatment, for 
those who have chosen holis¬ 
tic therapies, or for someone 
who has chosen a combina¬ 
tion of options. I want there 
to be support for all choices. 
I’ve met people for whom 
many approaches have led to 
healing. I want this to be a 
place where we expand our 
definition of healing, and for 
me true healing is in the 
heart. ▼ 


Editor’s Note: For more in¬ 
formation about the San 
Francisco Center for Living, 
call (415) 252-1666. 
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wanted to be in Peter Adair’s 
next film. I remember right 
after I started the healing cir¬ 
cle, people kept asking me 
what I was going to do next. I 
kept saying I had this feeling I 
was going to be inter¬ 
viewed in some sort of public 
forum, although I didn’t know 
what, that would bring me 
forward in a bigger way. 
Without even making this 
connection, I said yes to the 
film and then, in the middle 
of filming, I realized that was 
it. I said to Peter, “Here I am, 
a model who’s supposed to be 
representing heterosexual 
society and I’m coming out as 
a gay HIV-positive man. This 
is going to kill my career.” 

But I thought if that was 
going to happen, then some¬ 
thing else would come along. 
I thought about all the Holly¬ 
wood stars I had criticized for 
staying in the closet. I decided 
if I wasn’t willing to come 
out, then who would? That 
was very powerful for me. I 
came out in that movie like I 
came out to my parents, with 
the same attitude. I w^ will¬ 
ing to go with the truth, re¬ 
gardless of the potential con¬ 
sequences. I feel that telling 
the truth is always incredibly 
empowering. 

When did the idea for the 
center come along? 

I had been going back to 
New York to visit my folks — 
actually there was a work¬ 
shop in New York for the 
Manhattan Center for Living 
that was for HIV-positive 
men. I asked my parents to 
attend this workshop with 
me, and they did. That was 
my introduction to the Cen¬ 
ter for Living, in 1988. For the 
next few years, I visited 
the Manhattan Center and 
watched it grow into this 
alive community center, full 
of people coming together to 
volunteer in whatever way 
they could. I started seeing 
what a powerful place for 
love and healing it was — a 
place of complete support for 
those who were on their way 
out, close to death, as well as 
those who were struggling to 
maintain their being. About 


six months ago, something 
happened that made me say 
this is the time for a San 
Freuicisco Center. 

We’re working on incorpo¬ 
ration right now, as well as 
501 (c) 3 exemption. We have 


KQED Channel 9 Presents 


In Celebration of 

Lesbian and Gay Pride Month 

The Changer: A Record of the Times 
All Out Comedy 

Lives in the Balance: The Lesbian and Gay Movement of the '90s 
In the Life: March on Washington 

Wednesday, June 30, beginning at 7:30pm 
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Steve Coulter, 

of the Library Commission 


Is yours a City, County, or 
State Position? 

City and County. I’m also 
on the Private Industry Coun¬ 
cil, a public board that han¬ 
dles federal job training for 
the disadvantaged. 

Were you appointed or 
elected to the Library Com¬ 
mission? 

I was originally appointed 
by Mayor Agnos and then 
reappointed by Jordan. 

Mayor Feinstein originally 
appointed me to Planning 
Commission. Prior to that, I 
was an elected State Assem¬ 
blyman in Nevada. 

How Long have you been 
with the Library Commis¬ 
sion? 

Since 1988. 

What is your party affilia¬ 
tion? 

Democrat. 

Any comments on your par¬ 
ty? 

None. I’ve been appointed 


and elected without any prob¬ 
lems. 

What is your age? 

I’m 45. 

What age were you when 
you came out? 

1988, politically. Socially 
I’ve pretty much always been 
out. I came out politically to 
avoid the “whisper cam¬ 
paign.’’ 

How old were you when 
you entered politics? 

I was 28. 

How did your sexual orien¬ 
tation affect your percep¬ 
tions of your political viabil- 
i ty? 

It took me eight years to 
get elected. I imagine the gay 
issue had something to do 
with that, but I had an ambi¬ 
tious plan. I was tired of 
Nevada politics. But in the 
system being gay and repre¬ 
senting those issues, there is 
the “glass ceiling” that caused 
me not to seek higher office. 
I didn’t want to continue if I 


could not be openly gay. 

In the context of San Fran¬ 
cisco politics, that “glass ceil¬ 
ing” is not necessarily there. 

Who are your political 
heroes, and why? 

No one in particular. Any 
gay or lesbian who goes for it. 

How do you see your role as 
a role model? 

It’s there just by virtue of 
the appointment. I take what 
I do seriously and do a good 
job. I have been President of 
the Library Foundation and 
have worked closely on the 
new Library Project, particu¬ 
larly the Gay and Lesbian 
Center for the new library. I 
think those involvements 
stEuid out for any other gay 
and lesbian to aspire to. 
You’re visible when you 
work on public projects; it’s 
important to do well. 

Do you have a lover; how 
much are they involved as a 
political spouse? 

Yes and we are out as a 


I AM ESPECIALLY PROUD TO JOIN 
MY SISTER, CAROLE MiGDEN, AS A 
MEMBER OF THE SAN FRANCISCO 

Board of Supervisors. 



Mayor Jordan has given me a 
UNIQUE opportunity TO WORK IN 
BEHALF OF OUR COMMUNITIES 

AND OUR City. I pledge to give 

IT MY BEST. 

Supervisor Susan Leal 

City and County of San Francisco 



Steve Coulter 


couple, socially and political- 

ly. 

What effect did the “gay 
vote” have on your most re¬ 
cent victory? 

None directly because I’ve 
been in politics for awhile, 
but the visibility of the gay 
and lesbian block certainly is 
having a ripple effect on ap¬ 
pointments and elections here 
and elsewhere. 

What issues have you dealt 
with that have had the 
greatest effect upon the gay 
community? 

The Gay and Lesbian Cen¬ 
ter at the new Library. It will 
be the first research-depth 
archive of Gay and Lesbian 
history in the world. We will 
have documents and artifacts 
dating back to the 1800s. It’s 
exciting to work on a project 
of such vital importance to 
gay and lesbian survival. Our 
history must be preserved 
and archived so scholars can 
study and research. 

What is your feeling that 
America is growing more or 
less tolerant? 

They are moving forward. 
Clinton is brave and coura¬ 
geous for stimulating the dia¬ 
logue. 

If you could replace the 
gays in the military issue 
with any other, what would 
it be? 

We must get the govern¬ 
ment out of the business of 
“institutionalized homopho¬ 
bia.” Civil rights is the issue; 
it’s broader than just the mil¬ 
itary issue. 

The military issue is ad¬ 
dressing the most homopho¬ 
bic part of the government 
and it’s time for a societal 
change and that can only be 
accomplished by putting the 
focus on civil rights and get¬ 
ting the government out of 
the homophobia business. 

What do you think the ulti- 


''Our history 
must be 
preserved 
and archived 
so scholars 
can study and 
research/' 


mate goal should be for the 
gay community? 

For gays and lesbians to 
be totally incorporated into 
the culture and society. 

Do you think that the com¬ 
munity may be its own 
worst enemy because of in¬ 
fighting? 

Tension is good. Visibility 
is important, and cutting-edge 
groups are necessary because 
they make the center look 
more reasonable. 

What would you like to say 
to the lesbian and gay kids 
reading this? 

There’s nothing to be 
ashamed of. 

What would you like to say 
to straight people? 

Gays and lesbians are pro¬ 
ductive members of the sys¬ 
tem; we are not all good and 
we are not all bad, like peo¬ 
ple in general. We are here 
and we have the right to be, 
so Get Used To It! 

What is the one characteris¬ 
tic or accomplishment of the 
gay community that makes 
you feel the most pride? 

The model for the world 
that San Francisco has be¬ 
come; a bastion of freedom 
for gay and lesbian people 
and a remarkable community 
when you consider things like 
the way we have fought 
AIDS here. The March on 
Washington was a very spe¬ 
cial pinnacle, I think. ▼ 
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Ken Yeager, San Jose 
Evergreen College 
Trustee 


by Marv. Shaw 

Just six months into his 
four-year term as a trustee of 
the San Jose/Evergreen Com¬ 
munity College District, Ken 
Yeager, the first openly gay 
official elected in Santa Clara 
County, has racked up an im¬ 
pressive record of achieve¬ 
ment for its two colleges and 
for the gay community. 

“It’s beyond my wildest 
dreams for this early in my 
term,” stated the boyish Yea¬ 
ger in talking to the Bay Area 
Reporter. 

First, he persuaded the col¬ 
lege district to withdraw its 
funds on deposit at the Bank 
of America, which had re¬ 
neged on its original declara¬ 
tion to stop donating to the 
Boy Scouts of America after 
that organization rejected gay 
scouts and scoutmasters. 

Shortly thereafter, he 
helped form a gay and lesbian 
staff association, which had 15 
members at its last meeting. 
Keying into a district practice 
to hold “faculty improvement 
days,” Yeager got one of 
these sessions to focus on an 
in-service training in sensitiv¬ 
ity for gay and lesbian stu¬ 
dents and their issues. “It 
was a well attended session,” 
Yeager emphasized. 

Yeager was instrumental 
in the formation of a gay and 
lesbian student cissociation, 
which held its first meeting in 
May. 

On May 11, he invited to 
the campus for a speech Kei¬ 
th Meinhold, the gay sailor 
who is fighting for his posi¬ 
tion against a Navy attempt 
to eject him. Over 150 people 
attended, and the event made 
the front page of the San Jose 
Mercury News, the region’s 
largest daily newspaper. 

Very soon, Yeager expects 
a favorable report to come 
from the district’s certificated 
personnel department on do¬ 
mestic partners arrangements 
for employees. “We are over¬ 
coming roadblocks, mainly by 
showing that the financial 


matters are not the added ex¬ 
penses that some originally 
anticipated,” he exulted. 

Again bucking resistance 
brought about by budget cuts, 
Yeager was able to show that 
inclusion of gay and lesbian 
books and periodicals was jus¬ 
tified within even the reduced 
allotments. 

Yeager’s most recent ac¬ 
complishment was the estab¬ 
lishment of an AIDS Aware¬ 
ness Day, when the County 
Health Dep 2 irtment brought a 
team to the two campuses 
and performed HIV testing. 
That service has now become 
an ongoing activity and will 
be held every two weeks. 

Having laid all that 
groundwork, Yeager stated 
that his efforts for the foresee¬ 
able future will be devoted to 
strengthening these beginning 
measures by gathering re¬ 
sources and continuing to 
urge cooperation, especially 
on sensitive gay issues. 

“It’s not so much a matter 
of fighting opposition,” Yea¬ 
ger explained. “It’s that 
straight people just don’t get 
our issues. Once they begin to 
understand, the cooperation 
can be developed.” 

The new trustee is very en¬ 
couraged about gay and les¬ 
bian candidates and their 
chances to get and hold of¬ 
fices. “Even with difficult 
matters Such as legitimizing 
gays in the military, the 
stereotypes are beginning to 
disappear, and a national de¬ 
bate is being created. 
Through these means, we 
emerge in a more positive 
light,” Yeager stated. 

Concluding on a practical 
note, Yeager pointed out two 
essentials on gays being elect¬ 
ed and succeeding in office: 
“There must be a consistent 
effort to get as much general 
community support as possi¬ 
ble; once in office, the new of¬ 
ficial must realize that for 
each gay measure, there will 
be ten on non-gay matters, 
and these must be accom¬ 
plished efficiently!” ▼ 



Ken Yeager 



Richard Gordon, San Mateo 
Board of Education 


by Marv. Shaw 

Six months into his role as 
a new member of the San 
Mateo County Board of Edu¬ 
cation, veteran gay activist 
Richard Gordon told the 
B.A.R. that the job “was just 
beginning to be fun.” Besides 
noting that increased familiar¬ 
ity with the nature and oper¬ 
ations of the group made him 
more comfortable with it, he 
meant more importantly that 
he and the other two neo¬ 
phytes on the board, Ken Hill 
and Fred Leonard, were 
ready to consider the possi¬ 
bilities of the board’s roles be¬ 
yond what the law required. 

To illustrate and to sup¬ 
port his stated main motive 
for running for the board last 
November — “We must do 
better for the kids” — Gordon 
cited a current effort on ex¬ 
pulsions, a critical matter in¬ 
volving the board as an ap¬ 
peals court for parents dissat¬ 
isfied with the school dis¬ 
tricts’ actions in excluding 
their children from the educa¬ 
tional system. 

Deeply concerned that the 
board had to deal with six ex¬ 
pulsion hearings in the last 
six months, Gordon prompted 
a study on the matter. Recent 
budget cuts and a threatened 
diminishing of an educational 
resource under its direct con¬ 
trol brought another study. 

The board operates three 
“community schools,” institu¬ 
tions for those youngsters 
who, for one reason or anoth¬ 
er, just can’t make it in con¬ 
ventional schools. These 
schools must have a proba¬ 
tion officer for each. Dwin¬ 
dling funds were about to 


force cutting one officer—and 
therefore one school. Rather 
than allow that to happen au¬ 
tomatically, Gordon ordered a 
study to explore alternative, 
creative solutions to the prob¬ 
lem. 

Advocacy for change is 
one role that Gordon feels is 
well within the purview of 
the county board, though of 
course it cannot mandate pro¬ 
grams on its own. However, 
urging consideration of pro¬ 
grams is, in Gordon’s opinion, 
a valued function. An exam¬ 
ple which he pointed out dur¬ 
ing his campaign is an intra¬ 
school health service which is 
currrently operating at a Daly 
City school. 

Gordon’s presence as an 
openly gay man on the coun¬ 
ty school board has had a po¬ 
tentially healthful effect for 
the group and for both gay 
and straight students. “How 
does it feel to be gay?” he re¬ 
ported that other board mem¬ 
bers asked him. Also, they 
raised the question, “Are our 
schools doing enough for gay 
and lesbian students?” These 
questions are making this 
board seem much less the 
“closed society” that it ap¬ 
peared to him formerly. 

Another sign that new 
blood on the board is making 
a difference is the reply from 
county superintendent of 
schools to the question, “How 
do you like your new board?” 
Gonella said, “It’s very differ¬ 
ent now. Formerly, they 
pushed, but I felt that they 
were confrontational. Now, 
they still push, but they feel 
supportive.” 

Such a beginning would 
bode well for the use of edu- 
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cational means such as Pam 
Walton’s video “Gay Youth,” 
Gordon conceded. He averred 
that he would be definitely 
supportive of staff efforts to 
use this new resource. 

Because Gordon’s regular 
job as director of the Youth 
and Family Assistance Agen¬ 
cy is already quite demand¬ 
ing, the additional eight hours 
a week that he must devote 
to board work has proved to 
be a burden some of the time. 

Consequently, he is not 
considering going for any 
higher elective office at this 
time. Nevertheless, he be¬ 
lieves that this era is a good 
one for gay and lesbian candi¬ 
dates to make their tries. “Of 
course a lot depends on the 
part of the country you are 
in,” he cautioned, but then 
pointed out that some gay 
successes are extraordinary, 
especially that of Glen Max- 
ey, an openly gay men elected 
to the legislature in Texas. 

“You must be right on the 
issues and highly responsive 
to the people,” he advised, 
adding, “Gay politicians must 
bring an. array of diverse is¬ 
sues into their campaigns and 
avoid being ‘one-issue’ candi¬ 
dates.” 

In closing, Gordon quoted 
a dictum he said that the 
Peninsula’s original gay politi¬ 
cian said many times: “It is 
most important that we get a 
place at the table!” It is be¬ 
coming more and more obvi¬ 
ous that Gordon’s current 
place at the education table 
will serve the gay community 
well. ▼ 
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Tom Brougham, 

Trustee of the Peralta 
Community College Board 


Is yours a City, County, or 
State Position? 

It’s actually one of a num¬ 
ber of statewide districts. 
This one includes six cities: 
Oakland, Berkeley, Alameda, 
Albany, Piedmont, and 
Emeryville. 

Were you appointed or 
elected? 

I was elected. 

How long have you been on 
the board? 

Six yecU's. I was first elect¬ 
ed in 1987, and I was reelect¬ 
ed in 1992. 

What is your party affilia¬ 
tion? 

I’m a Democrat. 

Any comments on your par¬ 
ty? 

I’m beginning to wonder if 
they can rule. 

They can’t go in two direc¬ 


tions at the same time, and I 
wonder if they can even go in 
one direction — or if they 
know what that direction is 
or should be. It seems no one 
wants to solve the problems; 
they just want to defend their 
turf. 

What is your age? 

I’m 50. 

What age were you when 
you came out? 

I was 27 or 28. 

When did you enter poli¬ 
tics? 

In the early 1980s, when 
the East Bay Lesbian and 
Gay Democratic Club was 
formed. But I’d been political¬ 
ly involved before that, some¬ 
what. 

How did your sexual orien¬ 
tation affect your percep¬ 
tions of your political viabil¬ 
ity? 


I wasn’t sure how it would 
play out and I was prepared 
for it [to be an issue] but I 
found most people didn’t 
blink an eye. It’s a good con¬ 
stituency: there aren’t a lot of 
gays and lesbieins here, but 
we’re active. 

Who are your political 
heroes, and why? 

I very much admire Tom 
Nolan. I empathize with peo¬ 
ple who are out in areas 
where there is not a heavy 
concentration of gay people. 
Both John Laird and Tom 
Nolan have built successful 
careers where they couldn’t 
just go to a large community, 
but where they put together 
large coalitions of people. 

And I’ve always liked and 
admired Roberta Achtenberg. 

Do you have a lover? 

Yes, Barry Walters. 

How much is he involved as 




t 

BEG 


ARE INVITED TO 
BEGIN YOUR CELEBRATION 
OF GAY & LESBIAN FREEDOM DAY 
JUNE27TH 

ATTHE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF 
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST 
WITH HOLY EUCHARIST AT 9:00 AM. 

THE REV. BILL COUNTRYMAN, AUTHOR OF 

Dirt, Greed & Sex, will be preaching, 

AND PLEASE FEEL WELCOME 
TO JOIN US FOR BRUNCH 

ACTCD TUC CCD\/I^C 


DIVERSE PEOPLE, INQUIRINC MINDS, OPEN HEARTS. 

1661 Fifteenth Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 * 415 861-1436 
Entrance on 15th Street, between Mission and Valencia. Near 16th St. BART Station. 
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a political spouse? 

It depends. Mostly, 
trustee’s spouses aren’t seen 
too frequently, but he does at¬ 
tend events with me. As far 
as politicail stuff, last time I 
ran I didn’t have an opponent, 
so I didn’t have that much 
[campaigning] to do, so he 
didn’t have that much to do. 

What issues have you dealt 
with that have had the 
greatest effect upon the gay 
community? 

The [adoption of a] non-dis¬ 
crimination clause and do¬ 
mestic partner issues are two 
that stand out. 

What is your feeling that 
America is growing more or 
less tolerant? 

I think America is less and 
less cohesive — intellectually 
and psychologically, physical¬ 
ly and organizationally, insti¬ 
tutions are breaking down. 

I do see greater accep¬ 
tance, and policy shifts in 
good directions, but as far as 
the government goes, I don’t 
know what it means when 
you win governmental 
changes when the govern¬ 
ment means less and less. 

If you could replace the 
gays in the military issue 
with any other, what would 
it be? 

The oppression of kids 
within their families: I think 
that’s the real heart of the 
matter, that it’s somehow con¬ 
sidered okay to hate kids and 
teach them to hate them¬ 
selves just because they’re 
gay. Like with the Boy Scout 
issue, the real issue is how do 
we stop the institutionalized 
teaching of kids to hate. 

All subsequent work is just 
repairing the damage done 
when we are young. We have 
to be bold 2 ind talk about how 
society crushes the life out of 
kids. 

What do you think the ulti¬ 
mate goal should be for the 
gay community? 


It's 

somehow 
considered 
okay to hate 
kids and 
teach them 
to hate 
themselves 
just because 
they're gay." 


It’s a social goal, not a le¬ 
gal or governmental goal: 
families should love their chil¬ 
dren, regardless of their — real 
or imagined — sexual orienta¬ 
tions. If we had that, you 
couldn’t have bad governmen¬ 
tal policies. Policies are just 
the outgrowth of people’s de¬ 
sires, and people would be 
outraged if the government 
tried to oppress those they 
loved. 

Do you think that the com¬ 
munity may be its own 
worst enemy because of in¬ 
fighting? 

Not its worst enemy, but it 
does immobilize itself. 

I am conscious the commu¬ 
nity has esoteric battles that 
are almost incomprehensible, 
let alone meaningful, else¬ 
where. San Francisco throws 
away its leadership role by 
fighting about things that 
don’t really matter, while 
abandoning great chunks of 
things that do. 

What would you like to say 
to the lesbian and gay kids 
reading this? 

Things are better than 
they were. Things will be bet¬ 
ter in the future. 

What would you like to say 
to straight people? 

Love all your children. 
Stop making war on some of 
them. ▼ 
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Ammiano 
"We're 
acknowledge' 
ng that there 
areipy and 
lesbian 
students, for a 
long time no 
one would 
even 

acknowledge 

that there 
is this 

population." 


Tom Ammiano: 
President of the 
S.F. School Board 


“One thing about being on 
the school board is that it’s a 
golden opportunity for 
bridge-building to other com¬ 
munities,” Ammiano said. 
“Every day you have to deal 
with this community or that 
community and you’re build¬ 
ing this bridge because it’s a 
gay person doing it but that’s 
not the issue.” 


by David O'Connor 

When Tom Ammiano lost 
his first bid for the San Fran¬ 
cisco school board in 1980, he 
decided to take up comedy. 
Thirteen years later, he still 
leaves them rolling in the 
aisles and he’s also in the 
middle of a successful term as 
president of the board of edu¬ 
cation. 


Ammiano was part of the 
Lavender Sweep of 1990 that 
brought Roberta Achtenberg 
and Carole Migden to the 
Board of Supervisors and 
gave San Francisco domestic 
partners legislation. But he 
doesn’t believe his being gay 
greatly affected his victory 
one way or the other. 


“The best thing was that I 
was a teacher and have a kid 
in the schools,” Ammiano 
said. “They saw that I was 
connected to actual issues.” 

Ammiano taught special 
education in San Francisco 
schools for 25 years and he 
has a daughter who is in 
eighth grade. Ammiano came 
out publicly after seven years 
of teaching, when he founded 
the gay teachers coalition and 
wound up on the front page 
of the Examiner. 


“It was scary but at the 
same time when something 
feels right it feels right,” Am¬ 
miano said. “It’s taken a long 
time to really get things done 


Members of the Latin American Teachers Association thank school board President Tom Am¬ 
miano for sponsoring the name change of Hawthorne School to Ceasar Chavez School. 


Ammiano cited a recent 
vote on textbooks as an ex¬ 
ample of that bridge-building. 
Several minority communi¬ 
ties didn’t like the proposed 
books because they didn’t 
represent minorities, so Am¬ 
miano voted against them and 
found that people appreciated 
his stand. 

Also, Ammiano worked to 
get a Mission District school 
renamed in honor of the late 
labor leader Caesar Chavez. 

Ammiano’s lover, Tim 
Curbo, is a first grade teacher 
in that school. 


Not surprisingly, a gay is¬ 
sue Ammiano would like to 
see win national attention is 
education concerns for les¬ 
bian and gay youth. 

“We’re really going after 
the institutionalized homo¬ 
phobia in education,” Ammi¬ 
ano said. “People have been 
remiss about that and it needs 
to be taken on.”V 


with gay and lesbian issues. 
We have the support, we 
have the policy, now we have 
to make sure they happen in 
a quality way.” 

Some of Ammiano’s ac¬ 
complishments since becom¬ 
ing president include barring 
military recruiters, bouncing 
the Boy Scouts, making con¬ 
doms available, and initiating 
lesbian and gay support ser¬ 
vices for students. He and the 
board are continuing to push 
for improved AIDS education 
and a gay and lesbian inclusive 
curriculum. 

Ammiano also is working 
to give lesbian and gay par¬ 
ents a greater voice in school 
matters, which helps to pro¬ 
mote gay-inclusive programs. 

“We want to give gay and 
lesbian parents a voice that 
they’ve always needed,” he 
said. “Gay and lesbian parents 
are very visible now where 
before they weren’t. The buzz 
word is always, ‘the parents 
don’t like it.’ Well these par¬ 
ents do like it.” 

Ammiano said that al¬ 
though the city’s schools have 
long been friendly to gay con¬ 
cerns, it took having a gay 
man on the school board to 
make real progress on gay is¬ 
sues. 

Programs like these that 
support lesbian and gay youth 
are a favorite target of anti¬ 
gay activists who charge adult 
gays with “recruiting.” Ammi¬ 
ano is used to those argu¬ 
ments. 


Tom Ammiano 


(Photo: Steveb Baratz) 


“We’re acknowledging that 
there are gay and lesbian stu¬ 
dents; for a long time no one 
would even acknowledge that 
there is this population,” Am¬ 


miano said. “Education in the 
United States is for all chil¬ 
dren and all students, not for 
just some. When people talk 
about recruitment, that rein¬ 
forces that you really need ed¬ 
ucation about who we are.” 


(Photo: Rick Gerharter) 
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John Kouba, of the S.F. 
Redevelopment Commission 


Is yours a City, County, or 
State position? 

City and County. 

Were you appointed or 
Elected? 

I was appointed by Mayor 
Jordan. 

How Long have you been 
with the Commission? 

One month, so far. 

What is your party Affilia¬ 
tion? 

I’m a Democrat. 

What do you think of “Year 
of the Queer” as a parade 
theme? 


how involved you can be¬ 
come. 

Who are your political 
heroes and why? 

A1 Gore. I worked as San 
Francisco head of the Gore 
for President organization. 
He is brilliant and compas¬ 
sionate and has demonstrated 
tremendous leadership. Jim¬ 
my Carter is a hero because 
of his foreign policy and the 
Camp David Accord and 
what he did with Panama. 

And Tom Nolan for being 
out there so aggressively as a 
gay man — he’s very capable 
and a wonderful person. 


that began in the Bush admin¬ 
istration and pushed by the 
Democratic Congress. 

What is your feeling that 
America is growing more or 
less tolerant? 

I think America is moving 
in the right direction. Again, 
Roberta’s appointment is a 
definite sign. It probably be¬ 
gan with Rock Hudson. The 
Reagan Administration 
showed no interest in AIDS 
until then; then some money, 
however inadequate, began to 
flow. Roberta’s confirmation 
will make things easier — 
there will be less of an atmo¬ 
sphere of castigation in the fu¬ 
ture when openly gay and les¬ 
bians people are appointed; 
ability, rather than sexual ori¬ 
entation, will be the focus 
now that the ground has been 
broken. If we break the mil¬ 
itary ban, that will push 
things further, faster, because 
it indicates approval by the 
body politic that being gay or 
lesbian is not a mitigating sit¬ 
uation; that it’s okay to be 
gay. Certainly the response 
to AIDS has done a lot to 
move America in the direc¬ 
tion of understanding and ac¬ 
ceptance. Granted not 
enough has been done, but 
things have changed because 
AIDS cannot be ignored. 


If you could replace the 
gays in the military issue 
with any other, what would 
it be? 

I’m hopeful on the military 
ban being lifted — it’s very im¬ 
portant, but it’s not necessar¬ 
ily the most important. I 
think AIDS and healthcare 
are extremely critical and I 
would pit one against the oth¬ 
er — it’s not a hierarchical sit¬ 
uation. AIDS is an issue 
about dignity and humanity, 
health and life; the military is¬ 
sue is about fairness and jus¬ 
tice. Their relative impor¬ 
tance should not be in compe¬ 
tition, change must happen on 
many fronts. Sexual orienta¬ 
tion shouldn’t matter on any 
of these issues; the way we 
are sexually should not dis¬ 
qualify us from being 100 per¬ 
cent American. 


What do you think the ulti¬ 
mate goal should be for the 
gay community? 

Full acceptance as citizens 
and unconditional public sup¬ 
port for healthcare problems. 


Do you think that the com¬ 
munity may be its own 
worst enemy because of in¬ 
fighting? 

Politically I do not see a 
self-destructive tendency in 
our differences. I think there 
is a place and way for every¬ 
one to participate. It’s more 
an issue of how effective is a 
strategy. Openness is the dis¬ 
tinction, not conservative vs. 
liberal politics. San Francisco 


It wouldn’t be my choice. 
I would want something more 
all-inclusive and less contro¬ 
versial; something that really 
aimed at the historic strides 
gays and lesbians are meiking. 
Unfortunately, many people I 
know say they will not attend 
because of the title. It’s not 
reflective of everyone and I 
think something more posi¬ 
tive could have been chosen; 
something that would em¬ 
body the spirit of the March 
on Washin^on, which I think 
was a wonderful event. 

I understand the strategy 
of diffusing the homophobic 
content of the word “queer,” I 
just don’t think the strategy 
will work for the long-run — 
it’s not comprehensive 
enough of a strategy. Like 
the March on Washington, 
the Pride Parade is a big 
event, a “grand umbrella” that 
should encompass everything 
and everyone. “Year of the 
Queer” is not as effective as it 
could be. 

How old are you? 

52 

How old were you when 
you came out? 

I’ve always been out. No 
significant event brougjit me 
out. I just evolved out. 


At what age did you enter 
politics? 

At 50, except through 
grass-roots involvement, 
which I’d been involved in be¬ 
fore. 

How did your sexual orien¬ 
tation affect your percep¬ 
tions of your political viabil¬ 
ity? 

I’ve always been active at a 
grass-roots level: I worked ex¬ 
tensively for Dianne Fein- 
stein’s Gubernatorial run and 
on her Senate campaign. 

Being gay just gave me an¬ 
other aspect and perspective. 
I never saw or perceived it as 
a hindrance. It never seemed 
harmful to my political in¬ 
volvement. Politics in San 
Francisco is an open thing — if 
you show up and work, you 
can be involved. Sexual orien¬ 
tation doesn’t really factor 
that much: it’s the work, the 
involvement that determines 


How do you see your role as 
a role model? 

I don’t want to claim 
greater status, but if anyone 
wants to talk to me about my 
involvement with the Rede¬ 
velopment Agency or my oth¬ 
er political involvements, cer¬ 
tainly I am there as a re¬ 
source. 

What effect did the “gay 
vote” have on your most re-^ 
cent victory? 

In San Francisco any 
politician with the power to 
make appointments to com¬ 
missions and agencies has to 
take into account the con¬ 
stituent balance of this city. 
You cannot get to first base in 
this town politically, if you 
don’t. Nationally we are just 
breaking ground. 

Roberta Achtenberg’s ap¬ 
pointment is a watershed ap¬ 
pointment — others can fol¬ 
low more naturally and with 
greater ease. The increase 
and visibility of the gay/les¬ 
bian voting block certainly 
has had an impact on politi¬ 
cians’ willingness to take that 
risk in appointing openly gay 
and lesbian people to high 
profile positions. 


What issues have you dealt 
with that have had the 
greatest effect upon the gay 
community? 

The Redevelopment Com¬ 
mission has been aggressively 
and actively involved in set¬ 
ting up the HOPWA (Housing 
Opportunities for People with 
AIDS), which is a program 
administered through the fed¬ 
eral department of Housing 
and Urban Development 
(HUD). We have secured 
$5,600,000 in funding to help 
AIDS/HIV infected persons 
handle their housing situa¬ 
tion. Nearly $4 million dol¬ 
lars is set aside for acquisition 
of housing units for low in¬ 
come AIDS/ARC/HIV per¬ 
sons; $1 1/2 million for 
rental/lease subsidies; and 
nearly $1 million for support¬ 
ive services. The Redevelop¬ 
ment Agency, the Mayor’s 
Housing Task Force, and the 
Department of Public Health 
are the three agencies in¬ 
volved in developing and ad¬ 
ministering this new program 
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John Kouba 


“The way we 
are sexually 
should not 
disqualify us 
from being 
100 percent 
American.” 


has had many successful 
gay/lesbian politicians from 
Harvey Milk, Harry Britt, Ca¬ 
role Migden — they have a 
rapport with labor leaders, 
etc. because of the openness 
with which they approach 
things. If a group has too nar¬ 
row a focus, like ACT UP or 
Queer Nation, the strategy 
may not work. Some issues 


that are blatantly unjust and 
unacceptable may require 
that narrow, aggressive focus, 
but generally speaking, a 
broader, more inclusive strat¬ 
egy will be effective in the 
long run. 


What would you like to say 
to the lesbian and gay kids 
reading this? 

That it’s okay to be gay. 
Very close friends of mine, 
the singing group Romanof- 
sky and Phillips, do a song 


entitled, “Tell The Children 
It’s Okay.” Kids must be told 
that it’s okay. It’s appalling 
that schools don’t have classes 
and programs to tell kids that 
it’s okay. 

What would you like to say 
to straight people? 

I would say the same thing 
as to the kids. I don’t think 
there should be separate mes¬ 
sages. Gays and lesbians 
should be treated with normal 
respect accorded any citizen. 
“It’s okay to be gay.” 

What is the one characteris¬ 
tic or accomplishment of the 
gay community that makes 
you feel the most pride? 

This year I would say it’s 
the heroes who have stood up 
and exposed the injustices and 
inequities of the system and 
government institutions. My 
pride wells when I look at the 
courage it took for those indi¬ 
viduals like Keith Meinhold, 
Margerethe Cammermeyer, 
and Jose Zuniga to stand up at 
great personal expense. They 
are the “cutting-edge” activists 
in my opinion, because they 
are actively bucking a system 
and policy that is wrong. It 
must take great personal inner 
strength that should make all 
of us proud to number such 
people among us. 


We’re on the right side of 
history and these heroes per¬ 
sonify so gallantly the strug¬ 
gle. ▼ 
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Debra Chasnoff,of the 
Film & Video Arts 
Commission 



Is your position for the City, 
the County, or the State? 

For the City and County. 

Were you appointed or 
elected? 

I was appointed by Mayor 
Agnos. 

How long have you had 
your position? 

For three years. 

What is your party affilia¬ 
tion? 

Democrat. 

Do you have any comments 
on your party? 

I stay mostly uninvolved in 
party politics. But democrats 
are for the people, so Fm a 
democrat. 

What is your age? 

Fm 35. 

How old were you when 
you came out? 

I was 18. 

At what age did you enter 
politics? 

Fve been a grass roots 
politician my entire adult life. 
I’ve always been issue-based 
and involved on that level. 

How did your sexual orien¬ 
tation affect your percep¬ 
tions of your political viabil¬ 
ity? 

It was the reason for my 
appointment. The mayor was 
showing support for the les¬ 
bian and gay community. 

Who are your political 
heroes and why? 

Caesar Chavez, and all gay 
and lesbian politicians who 
were there doing it before it 
was an “easy” out. 

How do you see your role as 
a role model? 

I won an Oscar for the 
Best Short Documentary, 
Deadly Deception. I came 
out at the Oscar presentation 
and thanked my lover Kim. 
No one had ever done that 
before. The B.A.R. didn’t 
even report it. [Editor’s note: 
We humbly apologize to Ms. 
Chasnoff.} I do take the role 
model thing seriously because 
we are still so starved for gay 
and lesbian heroes in our 
lives. 

How much is your lover in¬ 
volved as a political spouse? 

Kim Clausen is my love. 
We co-produce some films, 
one of which was Choosing 
Children, about the right of 
gays and lesbians to raise chil¬ 
dren. We co-founded Alta 
Magazine. We are a team 
creatively and politically. 
Our work is political. 

What effect did the “gay 
vote” have on your most re¬ 
cent victory? 

I was appointed because of 
my work in film, more than 
the fact that I was lesbian, al¬ 
though Fm sure the more vis¬ 
ible the gay and lesbian vote. 


the easier it is for elected 
politicians to appoint us to 
important positions and com¬ 
missions. 

What issues or cases have 
you dealt with that have 
had the greatest effect upon 
the gay community? 

Films: The Deadly Decep¬ 
tion and Choosing Children. 

What is your feeling that 
America is growing more or 
less tolerant? 

Straights are having to 
reckon with us because more 
and more gays and lesbians 
are coming out; that’s the key, 
coming out. Acceptance 
grows exponentially as more 
of us come out. There’s a rip- 


“There's no 
end goal; it's 
evolutionary 
—we just keep 
going." 


pie effect, although it also in¬ 
tensifies the backlash. Defi¬ 
nitely things change as we al¬ 
low ourselves to come out. 

If you could replace the 
gays in the military issue 
with any other, what would 
it be? 

Multiple issues. We are 
not a single issue community 
— it’s very complex. Lesbian 
and gay family issues are im¬ 
portant to me and all of us. 
AIDS is so vitally important. 
Also, equal access to mar- 
■ riage. 

What do you think the ulti¬ 
mate goal should be for the 
gay community? 

To have the same rights as 
everyone. To stretch the 
boundaries and push the cul¬ 
ture; opening up society to ac¬ 
ceptance and embracing of 
sexual and affectional rela¬ 
tionships between same sex 
couples. To fight, not for tol¬ 
erance, but an embracing of 
gays and lesbians. 

We need to make inroads, 
not just on the sex issue, but 
on the entire culture: film, 
art. We need to continue to 
foster a national discourse to 
assist the culture to be more 
open. There is no end goal; 
it’s evolutionary — we just 
keep going. 

Do you think that the com¬ 
munity may be its own 
worst enemy because of in¬ 
fighting? 

No. The in-fighting is just 
internalized homophobia. We 
have to all work through it. 
We are not a monolithic sub¬ 
culture. One person or one 
march cannot represent the 
full diversity. It’s not for me 


to judge. It’s more a question 
of tactical strategy, and we 
must find a consensus on 
what is appropriate strategy 
at any given point. 

What would you like to say 
to the lesbian and gay kids 
reading this? 

Being gay or lesbian 
means a lot of different 
things; don’t get held down or 


bacK oy one aspect. Have the 
courage to be who you are. 

What would you like to say 
to straight people? 

Think about how your ac¬ 
tions affect the gay people in 
your own lives, whether you 
know it or not. Look into 
yourselves and decide what 
side of history you will be on. 

What is the one characteris¬ 


tic or accomplishment of the 
gay community that makes 
you feel the most pride? 


In San Fremcisco my son is 
able to have two legal moth¬ 
ers. I cherish that here that 
battle is won and my son ben¬ 
efits from it every day. I am 
just grateful and proud to be 
a part. ▼ 


CESAR'S LATIN PALACE OF SAN FRANCISCO 

Presents: 

INTERNATIONAL 
LESBIAN GAY 
SALSA NIGHT 

Dance to LIVE MUSIC the popular rhythms of Latin America 
SALSA, MAMBO, CHA CHA, LAMBADA & RHUMBA 

Every Friday from 9:00 pm to 5:00 am 
Salsa Lessons 9:00 to 10:00 pm 

CESAR'S Latin Palace 3140 Mission St. San Francisco, CA 94110 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL: (415) 648-6611 
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gay pride 


gay empowerment 


Parading Our 
Differences, 

Our Similarites, 
And Our Strengths 




route and celebration location 
are just a few of the welcome 
differences. “The largest an¬ 
nual lesbian/gay event in the 
world will highlight a com¬ 
munity of change and diversi¬ 
ty,” said Parade spokepeople. 

The parade forms Sunday, 
June 27 in the Civic Center 
and begins at 11:00 a.m. at the 
corner of 8th and Market 
Street. The march partici¬ 
pants will then move east on 
Market Street to the Embar- 
cadero. At press time, the 
marching order of the partic¬ 
ipants had not been released. 

One of the positive differ¬ 
ences about the new march 
direction is the view it will af¬ 
ford celebrants. Instead of 
empty City Hall looming over 
the fun, the Bay Bridge and 
panoramic landscape of the 
Berkeley Hills will greet the 
masses in what march orga¬ 
nizers call “a majestic back- 
drop.” 

The area that formerly 
contained the hideous Embar- 
cadero Freeway will be re¬ 
placed by booths from over 
300 community organizations: 


there will be food booths, in¬ 
formational display areas, and 
representatives from many 
community businesses, pro¬ 
viding plenty of time to stock 
up on pamphlets and T-shirts. 

The Celebration area’s 
main stage will feature six 
hours of entertainment and 
statements of community 
pride and responsibility. The 
program begins at noon and 
continues until 6 p.m. The 
new site will allow people to 
sit and rest on acres of grass — 
instead of the street, to which 
viewers were relegated at 
past gay pride events — to 
watch the activities onstage. 

Bob Hattoy, Special Assis¬ 
tant to the President of the 
United States, will be a pri¬ 
mary speaker. This is the 
first time in history a person 
on the President’s staff has 
ever appeared at a major les- 
hian/gay event. Hattoy came 


Carole Migden will join Acht- 
enberg at 1:30 p.m. on the 
main stage. 

Over 200 parade applica¬ 
tions have been received at 
the Parade Committee offices, 
indicating the total number of 
entrants will equal, if not sur¬ 
pass, any preceding year, ac¬ 
cording to March orgemizers. 
Parade organizers are hopeful 
the theme “The Year of The 
Queer” — however controver¬ 
sial — will “demonstrate the 
wide spectrum of community 
diversity, responsibility and 
change.” 

The parade this year will 
maintain a tradition that has 
lasted over a decade, by be¬ 
ginning with the Women on 
Motorcycles group, informal¬ 
ly known as Dykes on Bikes, 
featuring over 200 lesbians on 
motorcycles. 'I'hat group wih 
be followed by Keith Mein- 
hold, Angie Fa, and Marlon 
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by Tom Bacchus 

Changes are ever 3 rwhere at 
this year’s Lesbian/Gay Free¬ 
dom Day Parade and Cele¬ 
bration. Although this year’s 
theme, “The Year of the 
Queer,” has upset some in the 
community, the new parade 
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Riggs, the Grand Marshals of 
the 1993 parade. 

Meinhold, a United States 
Navy Petty Officer, has suc¬ 
cessfully won precedent-set¬ 
ting legal challenges that pro¬ 
hibit him being discharged 
from the military because he 
is gay. He will be followed by 
a contingent of veterans and 
those currently serving in the 
military. Their participation 
is particularly significant, 
coming just 18 days before 
President Bill Clinton has 
pledged to sign an Executive 
Order banning discrimination 
against lesbians and gays in 
the military. 

Fa is the first open Asian 
lesbian ever elected to public 
office in the United States. 
She was the highest vote-get¬ 
ter in last November’s elec¬ 
tion for the San Francisco 
Board of Education. She is 
also past President of the 
Harvey Milk Lesbian/Gay/Bi¬ 
sexual Democratic Club and 
is respected for her work as a 
union organizer. 

Riggs has won many sig¬ 
nificant awards and is widely 
respected around the world 
as a filmmaker and as an ed¬ 
ucator. He has received nu¬ 
merous television Emmys 


out as a gay man, and as a 
person with AIDS, at the 
Democratic National Conven¬ 
tion. 

Roberta Achtenberg, the 
former San Francisco super¬ 
visor who was recently sworn 
in as Assistant Secretary of 
the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, will 
also be speaking. Supervisor 


(Photo: Darlene/PhotoGraphics) 


Who's Who—And When 

This year there will be only one mainstage for performers 
and speakers. Located in the park area at The Embarcadero 
and Washington Streets (one block north of Market Street), the 
day’s stage events promise to be both entertaining and polit¬ 
ical. The tentative schedule of speakers and performers is fol¬ 
lows: 


12:00 John Kelly 

12:20 Cleanopololis 

1:00 Pansy Division 

1:30 Supervisor Carole Migden 

1:35 Bob Hattoy, Special Assistant to the 

President of the United States 
1:40 Roberta Achtenberg, Assistant Secretary of 

the Department of Housing Urban 
Development 
1:45 Angel Corpus Christ! 

2 :15 Marlon Riggs, Grand Marshal of the 1993 SF 

Lesbian/Gay Freedom Day Parade 
2:25 Elvis Herselvis and Patsy Cline 

2:55 Keith Meinhold, Grand Marshal of the 1993 

SF Lesbian/Gay Freedom Day 
Parade 

3:00 Angie Fa, Grand Marshal of the 1993 SF 

L^sbian/Gay Freedom Day Parade 
3:05 Pat Wilder 

3:40 Enrique 

4:15 Supervisor Susan Leal 

4:20 • Olivia Records Tribute 

5:10 Ggreg Taylor fis Marsha Levine, Co-Chairs, 

SF Lesbian/Gay Freedom Day 
5:20 Justin Bond and Connie Champagne 

5:35 Gravity 


Other speakers and performers include Tom Ammiano, 
Greg Byfield, Queen Cougar, Julie Dorf, Jean Harris, Cleve 
Jones, Byron McQuarters, Dennis Peron, Sal Rosselli, Jean 
Paul Samaha, Carmen Vasquez, Tim Wolfred, John Woods. 
Their exact time has not been finalized. 

For people who may not be able to to attend the events, but 
want to know what’s going on, KPFA, 94.1 FM will begin 
their coverage of Lesbian/Gay Freedom Day activities starting 
at 9:00 q.m. Sunday morning. All activities on the main stage 
beginning at 12:00 Noon will be broadcast live on KPFA. ▼ 


and has been honored with 
the prestigious Peabody 
Award. His award winning 
film. Tongues Untied, highly 
controversial because of its 
honest look at the gay com¬ 
munity, was the subject of a 
television commercial by ho¬ 
mophobic 1992 presidential 
candidate Pat Buchannan. 

Also featured among 
march participants will be the 
San Francisco Lesbian/Gay 
Freedom Marching Band, a 
group that will celebrate it 
15th anniversary. It was 15 
years ago when the late Jon 
Sims first gathered this group 
together to march in the 1978 
parade. Many former mem¬ 
bers of the band will be re¬ 
turning to march in the pa¬ 
rade. 

These lesbian/gay pride ac¬ 
tivities if^also the largest an¬ 
nual tourist attraction in San 
Francisco. Each year, every 
major hotel is filled to capac¬ 
ity and businesses from the 
Castro to Chinatown experi¬ 
ence a dramatic upswing in 
business. 

Not only is this the 15th 
anniversary of the San Fran¬ 
cisco Lesbian/Gay Freedom 
Marching Band, it also marks 
the 15th year for several other 
important gay and lesbian or¬ 
ganizations including the San 
Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus. 
The rainbow flag, created by 
Gilbert Baker, who co-chairs 


this year’s celebration activi¬ 
ties, has become an unofficial 
gay flag around the world. 
The flag was first flown at 
the Gay Freedom Day events 
of 1978. 

Also 15 years ago, Harvey 
Milk took office as San Fran¬ 
cisco’s first openly gay elected 
official. In his position as su¬ 
pervisor, he won passage of 
San Francisco’s first gay 
rights ordinance. It was the 
year when he led the fight to 
defeat John Briggs and his 
California proposition 64. On 
November 27, 1987, Supervi¬ 
sor Harvey Milk was assassi¬ 
nated in his City Hall office. 
San Francisco Mayor George 
Moscone was also murdered 
that day. 

Gay pride celebrations are 
held to commemorate the 
Stonewall Riots of June 27-29, 
1969. The riots at the 
Stonewall Inn in New York’s 
Greenwich Village had a rev¬ 
olutionary effect, sending the 
gay rights movement into a 
new more radical direction. 

The San Francisco Les¬ 
bian/Gay Freedom Day Pa¬ 
rade and Celebration, one of 
several pride celebrations 
held each year, is the largest 
annual lesbian/gay event in 
the world and, with the ex¬ 
ception of the Pasadena Tour¬ 
nament of Roses Parade, is 
the largest annual parade in 
California. ▼ 
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David Johnston — rising star 


ArtStar 
looks safe, 
but it's really 
not safe at 
all/^—David 
Johnston 


For me, growing up in a 
town of 2000 people, that was 
a big escape. I didn’t know 
then that it was identified 
with gay culture; I didn’t 
know where disco came from 
until later. But it saved me, I 
think, especially that Donna 
Summer album. I was so reli¬ 
gious at the time, we weren’t 
supposed to listen to music like 
that. It was very secretive... . 

It was the devil’s music. 


Exactly. You weren’t sup¬ 
posed to go to dances, all that. 
And then when she [Donna 
Summer] was born again, that 
was just this weird twist, this 
weird tragedy, that I ceui look 
back and laugh about now. 

You do a lot of serious ma¬ 
terial in ArtStar, but you 
seduce the audience into it 
with amusing leads. 

A lot of the 1970s-related 
shows going on now are 
very campy and ironic, but 
you identify a lot of the gen¬ 
uine feelings those of us of 
a certain age had for disco 
at that time. You do a piece 
about Donna Summer’s 
“Now I Need You’’; I re¬ 
member being 16 years old 
and having religious visions 
whenever I heard that. 

The one-two punch. I 
found it was much more se¬ 
ductive if you can bring them 
in and make them laugh, then 


twist it around so that by the 
end, they wonder why they 
were laughing in the first 
place. That’s the whole thing 
about audience safety: they 
think it’s very comfortable 
and funny and campy, and it 
turns into something else, 
which is what I want ArtStar 
to be all about. It looks safe, 
but it’s really not safe at all. 

The show is executed to 
perfection — the singing, 
dancing, everything. Do you 
think of yourself in those 
terms, as a perfectionist? 

It’s very important for me 
to show hard work, and show 
respect for the audience. 
When I go to see perfor¬ 
mances, I really respect it 
when you can see there was a 
lot of work behind it. There’s 
a lot of stuff out there that 
could be tighter, that could be 
better executed. I like loose 
things, if it works for the 
piece that someone’s doing, 
but for me it has to be very 
controlled. I’m very control¬ 
ling! 

You start out with a wig 
and sunglasses and shed 
them as you go. Do you feel 
like you need to put those 
defenses on to get on the 
stage? 

I never really looked at it 
as a defense; I thought of it 
more as extending the per¬ 
sona away from me, creating 
this whole sense of falsehood. 
The girls have wigs, I have 
wigs; I think being able to 
shed them is important for 
me because it has to be hon¬ 
est to a degree. I don’t want it 
to be that surface aesthetic. 
Some people were wondering 
why I would take the wig off, 
but by the end number (“Miss 
Fortune,” which is about be¬ 
coming infected with HIV], 
that song is very serious to 
me and I needed to let them 
know that this was coming 
from the heart, and it wasn’t 
about the wig or my face. 

You follow the last original 
song, “Miss Fortune,” with a 
Sylvester song, “Everybody 
Is a Star,” but you seem to 
be mourning less that ’70s 
lifestyle than that ’70s inno¬ 
cence. The Sylvester song is 
so optimistic, but you can’t 
help thinking when you 
hear it at that point in the 
show, he’s dead, that time is 
dead. Was that a deliberate 
conjunction? 

Definitely. Sylvester is an 
incredible icon because he 
was someone gay who be¬ 
came a big star, and then his 
career waned and he died of 
AIDS. He just stands for so 
much, and I needed some¬ 
thing that was circular — I 
start out with the fame thing, 
and then show that we can all 
be stars, and then stars up in 
the sky, if you’re thinking of 
people who’ve gone. In a lot 
of work lately, every time 
AIDS is mentioned it’s a big 
mourning process, with can¬ 
dles being lit on stage, and 
that’s something I’ve never re¬ 
ally responded to. I’ve lost 
close friends, but I would 
rather remember them by 
dancing in a disco as a way of 
acknowledging what hap¬ 
pened, where it all started. 


Art's 
New Star 

by Orland Outland 

F ew labels incite more 
suspicion than the 
word “genius.” Ever 
since the ’70s when 
Fran Lebowitz bemoaned the 
fact that the word was being 
used “to describe accessories 
editors at Vogue,” it’s been 
hyperbolized out of common 
usage. 

However, after seeing 
David Johnston’s performance 
piece, ArtStar, which ran re¬ 
cently at the Cafe du Nord, 
San Francisco’s jaded art-fag 
elite found itself reaching to 
take that word off the shelf. 
Johnston’s hook-laden original 
disco songs, sinuously seduc¬ 
tive tales, and arresting stag¬ 
ing made ArtStar a word-of- 
mouth sensation, and may 
very well earn Johnston the ti¬ 
tle of “the Orson Welles of 
performance art.” He’s now 
doing a video “commercial” 
for ArtStar to use in securing 
a new space for the show. 
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Living It 
and 

Loving It 

by Chad Jones 

F ashion designer, actor, 
and club scene 
celebrity Billy de Her¬ 
rera has gone legit 
with his current stint as Miss 
Industrial Northeast in the hit 
show Pageant at the Post 
Street Palace. An actor in his 
youth, de Herrera slowly 
gravitated toward fashion de¬ 
sign and the glittering San 
Francisco night life. He con¬ 
siders himself primarily an 
actor these days, but tries to 
juggle his thespian duties 
with the responsibilities of his 
own fashion business. 

De Herrera plans to open a 
clothing store called Billy 
Club on Nob Hill this sum¬ 
mer. He shows up at the cafe 
for his interview wearing a 
modified tour T-shirt for the 
recent Evita and handmade 
black shorts. The shirt fea¬ 
tures customized trimming 
with a late 70s-retro overlook 
stitch (“Very Flashdance,” de 
Herrera says as he exposes 
his bare shoulder and poses), 
and the shorts have no pock¬ 
ets (“All my laundry was dirty 
so I made these in 10 minutes 
... pockets would’ve taken too 
long”). With a stubbly face — 
this beauty queen has just had 
two days off — and a frequent 
chipped-tooth grin, de Her¬ 
rera sips his smoothie and 
talks about the life of a drag 
queen and his quest to fulfill 
his New Year’s slogan, “Live 
it and love it.” 


Chad Jones: What is the dis¬ 
cipline required to be in a 
hit show? 

Billy de Herrera: For me, 
it’s changing my diet, quitting 
smoking, and quitting drink¬ 
ing. I know plenty of actors 
who can drink everybody un¬ 
der the table and smoke pot 
and do whatever and have a 
blast. I can’t. I feel like I have 
a 45-year-old’s body, and I’m 
27. I used to weigh 285, then 
245 last year, and I’ve recently 
lost weight, so my body 
hasn’t been in the best shape. 
Getting back into shows has 
helped me drop 60 pounds 
over the last year and get into 
shape again. I’m still shedding 
pounds and firming up here 
and there. 

I’ve had a lot of battles 
with addictions in the past — 
mostly in my teenage years — 
and they were easy for me be¬ 
cause I ran away from them. 
That was a weird way to say 
it. I mean I went away from 
all the people I used to hang 
out with. Moved to another 
city and changed my life. I 
was able to have a new 
lifestyle, and that’s been the 
truth with overeating and 
drinking. When I went to 
clubs, the bartenders always 
gave me drinks so I would 
drink a dozen Stoli on the 



The delightful Billy de Herrera as Miss Industrial Northeast in 
Pageant. 


rocks — I was a big girl. Now 
I don’t do that. 

Your character in Pageant, 
Miss Industrial Northeast, 
Consuela Manuela Raphaela 
Lxjpez, is the big girl in the 
show. How do you feel about 
the swimsuit competition? 

I was a little nervous at 
first when I saw the costumes 
coming in because I am a cos¬ 
tume designer. All the cos¬ 
tumes I designed for myself 
when I was heavy were 
specifically designed to make 
myself look thinner. The 
Pageant costume designer 
used slimming techniques on 
all the other girls’ costumes, 
but they were putting me in 
this bungi stuff with horizon¬ 
tal lines. I was very nervous 
about the swimsuit because 
the audience would see that I 
really was a toothpaste tube 
or a sausage casing. But 1 got 
over it. I wear the suit with 
maturity. So what if I look 
like the really old nellie baby 
of Zero Mostel and Jane Rus¬ 
sell. 


What effect does being in a 
successful drag show have 
on one’s social life? Any 
stage door Johnnies hanging 
about? 

When I go out, a lot of peo¬ 
ple who used to snub me sud¬ 
denly want to be my friend. 
That’s another reason why I 
don’t go to the clubs anymore 
because there’s such insensi¬ 
tive behavior amongst young 
gay clubutantes. They want to 
be friends with you if you’re 
a) muscular, b) gonna be able 
to do something for them, or 
c) have drugs. It’s very 
cliquey. I don’t want to be 
mean to anybody when I go 
out, but I can’t keep smiling 
when I know these people 
used to totally dish me. Now 
that I’ve lost 20-30 pounds and 
got into this big show, there’s 
this blatant turnaround. 

I do have a new interest in 
my life, and we’ve been see¬ 
ing each other for 12 years, 
off and on. He always had a 
lover, so after he’d break up, 
we’d go out, then he’d meet 
somebody new. He’s meat 


"'So what if I 
look like the 
really old 
nellie baby of 
Zero Mostel 
and Jane 
Russell/' 

— Billy de 
Herrera 


and potatoes. I’m sushi. Late¬ 
ly we’ve been hanging out 
quite a bit. He’s not tripped 
out at all about the drag. 

But that’s the whole thing: 
the show makes me feel like 
I’m not a drag queen any¬ 
more. It makes me feel like 
I’m the actor I always wanted 
to be. The only reason I went 
out there in drag these last 
couple of years was because I 
wanted some applause, and it 
was easier to be fabulous and 
pretty as a heavy person in a 
dress and make-up, so I used 
that. Now that I’ve lost 
weight and am feeling better 
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about my physical appear¬ 
ance, I really don’t have the 
need to go out and prove any¬ 
thing and get compliments 
from people. 

Are there days you wish 
you didn’t have to go to 
work and put on a dress? 

Oh, yeah. Not so much the 
dress, but there are days I 
wish I didn’t have to shave. 
We all have to shave every 
day. We shave from the areo- 
las up (and not too close to 
those areolas!). You know, it’s 
weird when I try and have a 
private, personal encounter 
with somebody — unless I 
keep it smooth all the time, 
there’s a little bit of stubble. 
It’s kind of gross going to bed 
with a drag queen. No of¬ 
fense, I’m sure going to bed 
with a drag queen is fabulous. 

You don’t know from expe¬ 
rience? 

No, I’m more into Greek 
fishermen types myself. But 
really, it’s a bitch to shave all 
the time. 

What happens to your fash¬ 
ion designing while you ’re 
an actor? 

I still do that. I’m trying to 
put in 75 to 80 hours a week, 
30 with the show and 40 or 50 
with my business. It’s really 
been hard since we just 
opened and had a long re¬ 
hearsal period and every¬ 
thing, but now I’m putting 
more time into the business. 

I understand you’ve de¬ 
signed for much of San 
Francisco’s glitterati. 

Yes, I’ve done things for 
Pussy Tourette, Connie 
Champagne, and before he 
died, Sylvester bought a cou¬ 
ple of things I made for him. 

I did Justin Bond’s and Elvis 
Herselvis’ wedding outfits 
and things for Miss X and 
Phillip R. Ford. I designed a 
Barbie dress out of napkins 
for one of Tippi’s Barbie dolls 
at a slumber party once. X 
still has that. 

I’ve been having a lot of 
fun over the years. I try not to 
be too much in the crowd 
lately because as much fun as 
it is to be in the club scene 
and be seen all the time, the 
most exciting thing to me is 
doing Pageant. I think Justin 
Bond left the show because 
he can’t do the same thing 
over and over again every sin¬ 
gle night. It has to be fresher 
for him, and I respect that. 
There are actors that should 
do movies and television, and 
then there are actors who like 
to do the repetition. I dig on 
it. I thrive on it and the ap¬ 
plause every night and trying 
to do everything as if it’s for 
the first time, like it’s really 
fresh. 

But I digress. The whole 
thing about the “in crowd” is 
that I want to be able to con¬ 
centrate on my business 2 Uid 
act. If I devote my time to 
my business. I’ll be able to 
produce a lot of one-of-a-kind 
stuff for the rack at a price 
people can afford. As it’s 
been. I’ve really had to under¬ 
sell myself for years. I’ve had 
to give all these huge, wild 
outfits to these would-be-fa- 
mous people for $50 and $100 
when they were worth $400 
or $500. I did it because I 
wanted to be out there, but I 
can’t do that anymore. ▼ 
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Charles "Chuck” Morrow, 
Of the Fire Commission 


Is your position for the City, 
the County, or the State? 

For the City and the Coun¬ 
ty. 

Were you appointed or 
elected? 


Iwas 

criticized and 
ridiculed 
more by 
members of 
the gay 
community 
for my Fire 
Commission 
appointment 
than by 
straights/' 


I was appointed by Mayor 
Jordan. 

How long have you been 
with the commission? 

Since February of 1992 

What is you party affilia¬ 
tion? 

I’m a Democrat. 

What do you think of “Year 
of the Queer” as a parade 
theme? 

It’s not an issue with me. 
What is your age? 

I’m 51. 

How old were you when 
you came out? 


What effect did the “gay 
vote” have on your most re¬ 
cent victory? 

Definitely, the visible vot¬ 
ing power of our community 
woke a lot of politicans up. 
They have to consider us 
more seriously now. 

What is your feeling, that 
America is growing more or 
less tolerant? 

More tolereant. There are 
signs of it everywhere: the 
Achtenberg appointment, 
Barney Frank, Gerry Studds. 
... Coming out and being out 
has been a deciding factor in 
the change America is mak¬ 
ing. 

If you could replace the 
gays in the military issue 
with any other, what would 
it be? 

It’s a major issue, I just 
hope it doesn’t backfire and 
push us back into the closet. 
I don’t like the compromise of 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.” It’s 
dangerous. But if it is a ques¬ 
tion of taking one step for¬ 
ward or two backwards, I say 
take the forward step. I 
would like to see it open up 
all the way, but we are used 


"Fve put 
myself out 
there as 
Empress and 
on the Fire 
Commission/' 


to compromise and things 
changing slowly. 

What do you think the ulti¬ 
mate goal should be for the 
gay community? 

Total acceptance, not toler¬ 
ance. To be treated as hu¬ 
man beings. It’s about hu¬ 
manity. 

Do you think that the com¬ 
munity may be its own 
worst enemy because of in¬ 
fighting? 

Yes. I was criticized and 
ridiculed more by members 
of the gay community for my 
Fire Commission appoint¬ 
ment than by straights. It’s 
competitive, and a lot of gay 
and lesbians said, “Why him 
and not me?” Anita Bryant 
really unified us as a commu¬ 
nity; we certainly did not uni¬ 
fy ourselves. 

What would you like to say 
to the lesbian and gay kids 
reading this? 

We started it — it’s up to 
you to keep it going and con¬ 
tinue to grow. I implore the 
young to get involved and 
keep it going. 

What would you like to say 
to straight people? 

Come on cind join us. It’s 
overdue, especially those like 
Jesse Helms. Come out and 
see what we’re really like. 

What is the one characteris¬ 
tic or accomplishment of the 
gay community that makes 
you feel the most pride? 

Our continued and awe¬ 
some “visibility.” Achten- 
berg’s appointment wells me 
with pride. ▼ 



I was 17. 


When did you enter poli¬ 
tics? 


I guess with my “Empress” 
election [to the Imperial 
Court] in 1978. 


Did your sexual orientation 
affect your perceptions of 
your political viability? 


Yes. I always thought it 
would be a handicap. We are 
fortunate to be in San Fran¬ 
cisco because it matters less. 
Drag has been a hinderance 
more than sexual orientation. 


Who are your political 
heroes and why? 


Harvey Milk broke the ice 
and is my major hero. 


How do you see your role as 
a role model? 


Any time you are visible, 
you’re a role model; I take it 
seriously. I don’t know how 
good a one I am, but I’ve put 
myself out there as Empress 
and on the Fire Commission. 


How much is your lover in¬ 
volved as a political spouse? 


We are out as a couple, but 
he’s not politically involved. 
He questions why I give so 
much. I tell him it’s because 
I feel I owe the gay communi¬ 
ty for what they have given 
me and what it has made my 
life being a part of the com¬ 
munity. 
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Pierre Ludington, 
County Health 
Commissioner 


by Jeff Fast 

Pierre Ludington has been 
a prominent activist in San 
Francisco’s gay and lesbian 
community, especiedly on be¬ 
half of the city’s PWAs, for 
more than ten years. 

Currently, Ludington 
serves as one of nine mem¬ 
bers of the County Health 
Commission, which oversees 
the $623 million health bud¬ 
get of San Francisco County. 
He was appointed to the posi¬ 
tion earlier this year by May¬ 
or Frank Jordan. 

“Once there’s a decision 
[by the Board of Supervisors] 
on the public health budget 
then it comes to us to dis¬ 
tribute,” explained Ludington, 
in a Bay Area Reporter inter¬ 
view. “The commission is di¬ 
vided into committees. There 
are the two hospital commit¬ 
tees for Laguna Honda Hospi¬ 
tal and SF General Hospital, 
and then there’s the public 
health committee, which is 
what I’m chair of.” 

And as chair of the public 
health committee, Ludington 
oversees more than $30 mil¬ 
lion in local AIDS spending. 
Holding the position on the 
commission is often frustrat¬ 
ing, he said, because, “there’s 
just not nearly enough mon¬ 
ey.” 

The subject of AIDS fund¬ 
ing is close to Ludington’s 
heart because he is a PWA 
who has been on disability for 
more than three years due to 
the disease, cutting short his 
career as a medical doctor. 

In 1991, Ludington, now 
44, became the first chair of 
the Mayor’s HIV Planning 
Council. Before that, he was 
the president of Physicians 
for Human Rights, a national 
organization based in San 
Francisco that fights for civil 
rights. Under his leadership, 
it became the country’s first 
non-sexuality-based organiza¬ 
tion to espouse rights and ad¬ 
equate health care for PWAs. 
Last week the American 
Medical Association finally 
made official its policy of not 
discriminating against gays 
and lesbians, and Ludington 
said he was pleased with the 
decision. 

Rather than describe him¬ 
self as a politician, Ludington 
refers to himself as a health 
care and human rights advo¬ 
cate. The issue of gays in the 
military, albeit important, is 
taking up too much of the gay 
and lesbian community’s re¬ 
sources that would be better 
used on AIDS and other civil 
rights issues, according to 
Lundington. 

What the heterosexual 
public and young people of 
ail persuasions need is educa¬ 
tion about a variety of issues, 
he said. 

“Teaching the public is ab¬ 
solutely necessary,” he said. 
“A lot of people think that as 
gay people, we don’t think. 
This pisses me off. Of course 
we think.” 



Pierre Ludington 

(Photo: Judi Parks) 


Ludington describes him¬ 
self as a “former” Catholic, 
and said his former church 
bears responsibility for much 
of the ignorance and pain and 
suffering occurring in the 
world. 

“A lot of problems seem to 
be all tied up in the Catholic 
Church,” he said. “A person’s 
decisions about their life 
should be their own and no¬ 
body else’s.” 

He is also at odds with his 
former church over an issue 
that has become very close to 
his heart, the right-to-die. 

Ludington has become one 
of San Francisco’s most out¬ 
spoken euthanasia activists. 
Two weeks ago, in the pages 
of the B.A.R., he publicly 
spoke for the first time about 
having helped two of his 
friends with AIDS commit 
suicide, an illegal act in Cali¬ 
fornia. He also said that his 
own life will probably end 
with a suicide. 

As a member of the eu¬ 
thanasia advocacy group 
Hemlock Society, Ludington 
spoke at the first ever suicide 
workshops, held last week in 
San Francisco. The right to 
die should be every person’s 
right, Ludington said, because 
nobody should be forced to 
endure suffering against their 
will. Existing laws should be 
changed to make physician-as¬ 
sisted suicide legal, he added. 

“Suicide is a perfectly rea¬ 
sonable decision to make 
about dying,” he said. 

As a public figure, Luding¬ 
ton said he hopes he can be a 
role model for gay men and 
PWAs. Now that he has gone 
public about his experiences 
with suicide, he said he hopes 
other people considering sui¬ 
cide or assisting a friend with 
suicide will get assurance 
from his story. 

“What 1 would want to say 
to those people who are strug¬ 
gling with their health and 
thinking about death and how 
they’re going to do it is that 
they aren’t alone,” he said. 
“You aren’t the only person 
with the thoughts you have, 
and there’s nothing wrong 
with what you’re thinking. 
There are people out there to 
talk to.” ▼ 
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Rosa Rivera, 

Of the Commission 
On the Status 
Of Women 



Is the Commission for the 
Status of Women a City, 
County, or State Commis¬ 
sion? 

City and County. 

Were you appointed or 
elected? 

I was appointed by Mayor 
Jordein to the CSW, and also 
as a representative on the 
Mission Task Force. 

How Long have you been 
with CSW? 

Since August 1992, for a 
four-year term. 

What is your title there? 

Vice president. 

What is you party affilia¬ 
tion? 

I’m a Democrat. 


"'We need to 
clean our own 
house. We 
must stand 
united and 
support our 
candidates. 
Gays are 
not doing 
everything 
possible 
to help 
themselves 
out." 


Any comments on your par¬ 
ty? 

Homophobia exists on the 
party level, and it still exists 
within the fabric of city poli¬ 
tics, but it is no longer such a 
factor in the private sector. 
Unfortunately, there is still 
the “glass ceiling’’ for gays 
and lesbians in party politics. 

What is your age? 

I’m 47. 

How old were you when 
you came out? 

At 16, in New York. I was 
arrested for being at a lesbian 
party. 

At what age did you enter 
politics? 

At 47 - in August, 1992. 
I’ve been pro-active as a les¬ 
bian businesswoman most of 
my life, but with no prior 
government service. 

How did your sexual orien¬ 
tation affect your percep¬ 


tions of your political viabil¬ 
ity? 

Fear of “outing” was al¬ 
ways on my mind. The real¬ 
ity that there would be no 
promotions if I were a known 
lesbian haunted me. I left 
jobs because of my fear of dis¬ 
covery. I definitely moved on 
and made myself shine be¬ 
cause of it. I was living in 
New York near the Stonewall 
Inn in 1969 and lived in an 
area of “concentrated” homo¬ 
sexuals in New York in 1960- 
61. I was labelled and target¬ 
ed and it affected the direc¬ 
tion I took. 

Who are your political 
heroes and why? 

Roberta Achtenberg, of 
course. 

And Robert Kennedy, be¬ 
cause of his fight for civil 
rights — which includes gay 
and lesbian rights. And Clin¬ 
ton, but the media and right- 
wing is killing him before he 
can do what’s in his heart. 

How do you see your role as 
a role model? 

Absolutely I am a role 
model. I pulled myself up 
from very adverse conditions 
to become a successful and 
visible lesbian business wom¬ 
an and community leader. I 
was not born with a silver 
spoon and it has taken hard 
work and guts to get where I 
am. Gay and lesbian people 
need role models. 

Do you have a lover; how 
much are they involved as a 
political spouse? 

Yes. She serves on the 
Youth Commission. We are 
out as a political couple and 
as business women. We have 
a plumbing consultant busi¬ 
ness and a restaurant, El Nue¬ 
vo Frutilande. 

What effect did the “gay 
vote” have on your most re¬ 
cent victory? 

It’s easier to be very out 
and viable for appointments, 
especially in San Francisco. 
The more we vote, the more 
power we have. Every vote 
affects all of us. 

What issues or cases have 
you dealt with that have 
had the greatest effect upon 
the gay community? 

Domestic violence for gay 
and lesbians issue. I’m in¬ 
volved in the budget for 
monies spent on this issue; 
where it will go. I monitor 
grant proposals for programs 
for the gay and lesbian com¬ 
munity. 

What is your feeling that 
America is growing more or 
less tolerant? 

From San Francisco look¬ 
ing out, we are about half 
way there. From East to 
West looking out, we are 


about ten percent there. I be¬ 
lieve in the “empower govern¬ 
ment movement.” We need 
also to clean our own house. 
We must stand united and 
support our candidates. The 
gay community, like the Lati¬ 
no/Latina community is very 
nationalistic. Gays are not do¬ 
ing everything possible to 
help themselves out. 

If you could replace the 
gays in the military issue 
with any other, what would 
it be? 

AIDS. I’m sick of it. Take 
a walk through General Hos¬ 


pital. It’s attacking the youth 
— the future. My son is 27 
and gay, Ozzie Santiago. He 
works on Tenderloin HIV 
problems and housing for 
HIV people and substance 
abuse. AIDS consumes us. 
What do you think the ulti¬ 
mate goal should be for the 
gay community? 

Politics, government, gov¬ 
ernment, and more govern¬ 
ment. And positive media. 

Do you think that the com¬ 
munity may be its own 
worst enemy because of in¬ 
fighting? 


There is an “immaturity 
factor” that holds us back. 
There is always a generation 
gap, but we need the new 
blood. AIDS took us on a 
negative bent. AIDS has stag¬ 
nated our movement. Wom¬ 
en are the caretakers and 
that’s why we are so involved 
in politics now; the boys are 
distracted dealing with the 
horror of AIDS. 

What would you like to say 
to the lesbian and gay kids 
reading this? 

“Stop, look and listen!” 

What would you like to say 
to straight people? 

We shall overcome be¬ 
cause we understand that the 
battle has not begun until we 
beat AIDS. It’s your choice 
to support institutionalized 
homophobia or civil rights. 
Get healthy and have a “fu¬ 
ture” mindset because we are 
changing things for everyone. 

What is the one characteris¬ 
tic or accomplishment of the 
gay community that makes 
you feel the most pride? 

Everyone should go to a 
march at some point. It helps 
define and satisfy who you 
are to yourself. I’m proud of 
our support of each other and 
our commitment to each oth¬ 
er and the community and 
making things better for 
those who follow us. ▼ 
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Symphonic 

Orthodontics 


by Paul Thomason 

C ellist Emil Miland feels 
the fact that he is a gay 
man is an asset to his 
ability to express emo¬ 
tion through music. “I think 
gay men have a real sensitivi¬ 
ty to art and expression. Cer¬ 
tainly in our society, once you 
get over being gay in a straight 
society, it’s easier to go for 
broke in your personal expres¬ 
sion.” 

“All gay people know 
about being seen as less than 
wonderful, just because of 
who we are. That sucks. So 
when you learn to rise above 
that, you learn to rise above a 
lot of the bullshit. Say you’ve 
got a pine tree and you’ve got 
an apple tree,” he continues. 
“They’re both trees, but they 
are different species. And this 
is how I’m coming to feel 
about gay people and straight 
people. We’re both human, 
but sometimes I think there 
really is a difference in how 
we go about our lives.” 

The 33-year-old cellist, a 
member of the San Francisco 
Opera orchestra, the New 
Century Chamber Orchestra 
and one half of the 
Miland/Sutherland Cello/Pi¬ 
ano Duo, grew up in Alame¬ 
da in a musical household. 
His three older sisters all 
studied different instruments 
and his father was a music ed¬ 
ucator in the public schools. 
“Music was just part of the 
daily soup, it was always go¬ 
ing on. When I was going to 
school children had the op¬ 
portunity to pursue art, to 
pursue music.” 

Tooth Fairy Blessing 
He started studying the 


clarinet in school when he 
was in the fourth grade. 
“Thank God I had terrible 
teeth and had orthodontics 
for three years so the clarinet 
kept squeaking,” he says with 
a characteristic hearty laugh. 
“When I got to the fifth grade 
they decided to give me a cel¬ 
lo. My father was wise and 
said I couldn’t take private 
lessons until I was 13. That 
was the year I heard a record¬ 
ing of Jacqueline De Pre 
[playing the cello]. The emo¬ 
tional outpouring, to a 13- 
year-old, was the hottest thing 
in the world. She was truly 
one of the angels who graced 
us for a while. 

“Muscle-wise I got to the 
cello at just the right time, it 
was something I loved. By 16 
I was playing the Elgar “Cello 
Concerto” with the Oakland 
Youth Symphony.” 

Miland was quickly tagged 
as a cellist in school, and al¬ 
most as quickly was tagged as 
a homosexual. “I’ve known I 
was gay since I knew I was 
anything. One day I was 
walking through the high 
school corridors with my cel¬ 
lo — it was like ‘Leave it to 
Beaverville’ — cind from the 
other end of the hall the cap¬ 
tain of the football team 
screams, ‘Faggot!’ It was ev¬ 
ery young homosexual’s 
ni^tmare, and I lived it. Now 
I look back and think the guy 
was very perceptive. 

“I never had a huge com¬ 
ing out experience because I 
always knew I was gay. 
Thank God I grew up in a 
family that was very support¬ 
ive. Looking back, my par¬ 
ents had homosexual friends 
who came over to the house, 
so I knew older gay men who 
were role models for me, and 
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Cellist Emil Miland 


I’m grateful for them — one in 
particular who now lives in 
New York — he was so cre¬ 
ative and able to do so much, 
to realize his imaginings. 
When you’re a young artist, if 
you don’t have that kind of 
example, it’s very hard to 
muster it all up for yourself. 
As gay people we must have 
the courage to be visible and 
productive and not get down¬ 
trodden, especially with the 
AIDS epidemic.” 

The AIDS crisis forced Mi¬ 
land to deal with himself, and 
his art, in a new way. “I’m not 
saying I’ll make the most of 
myself because of my fallen 
heroes, but I think it has 
made me really want to do 
well and realize my potential. 
Those of us who have been 
allowed good health have got 
to make the most of it. We 
have to. It’s not only our 
birthright, it’s the responsible 
thing to do.” 


Top 40 

In his solo and chamber 
playing, Miland deliberately 
programs a certain amount of 
contemporary music because 
he believes part of his duty as 
a musician is to make his au¬ 
diences stretch. “If you give 


them all nice little dishes with 
French cream sauce, they’re 
going to end up not tasting 
much. The music has to 
speak to me emotionally, to 
move me. And when it does, 
you figure, well, the elbow 
grease might be worth it. 

“We’ve all heard musicians 
who can play all the notes up 
the wazoo, but that’s not 
where it’s at for me. The tech¬ 
nical bravura has to be there, 
yes — you’d better be able to 
play all the notes and to play 
them in tune — but you have 
to have some real depth, 
there has to be a point to it. If 
I’m going to ask someone to 
stop his busy life, sit down, 
shut up and listen to what I’m 
trying to do, it better be good. 
It better have something to 
give. 

“To be a good artist there’s 
always got to be that little bit 
of doubt. Without that, I think 
artists just go, ‘Eh, here it is.’ 
If you can break through that, 
it can make you give your 
best. Maybe being gay has 
something to do with that, 
too. You accept yourself, you 
live a happy, well-adjusted 
life, but maybe there’s ^ways 
a part of you that’s a bit cau¬ 
tious, always aware that 


We've all 
heard 
musicians 
who can play 
all the notes 
up the wazoo, 
but that's not 
where it's at 
for me." 


you’re not perhaps the idea of 
normal.” 

Miland credits his partner, 
Freddy, with helping him a 
great deal. The two men live 
in Noe Valley and spend a lot 
of time working in their 
award-winning garden. “A lot 
of artists have to be in the 
throes of angst in order to ex¬ 
press their art. Well, I don’t 
want to live that way. I’m en¬ 
joying being myself more and 
more.” ▼ 
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Joe Grubb, Executive 
Director Of the Rent Board 


Is yours a city, county/ or 
state position? 

For the city and county. 

Were you appointed or 
elected? 

I was appointed by Mayor 
Agnos in August 1969 — his 
first openly gay appointment. 

What is your party affilia¬ 
tion? 

I’m a Democrat. 

How Do You Feel About 
'‘The Year of the Queer?” 

I have mixed feelings. I 
personally feel the movement 
has moved beyond that point; 
“in-your-face” politics is part 
of another phase we have 
moved beyond because we 
are getting a different kind of 
attention now — America is 
beginning to listen. 

How old are you? 

45. 

How old were you when 
you came out? 

24. 

At what age did you enter 
politics? 

1975. It’s my first appoint¬ 
ment, but I was involved on 
grass roots level and political 
campaigns since ’75. 

How did your sexual orien¬ 
tation affect your percep¬ 
tions of your political viabil¬ 
ity? 

Anywhere but San Fran¬ 
cisco I thought it would be 
impossible for a political life 
as an open gay man. I gave no 
credence or thought to even 
doing it because the obstacles 
seemed unsurmountable. In 
1975 it was not really even vi¬ 
able here in San Francisco, 
though the atmosphere 
seemed more hospitable and 
so it seemed plausible, if not 
difficult. 


Who are your political 
heroes and why? 

Everett Koop, because he 
was such a conservative and 
had such a conservative base 
of support that he went 
against to deal with AIDS in 
an honest and straightforward 
manner. He took risks to do 
the “right” thing and went 
against the grain. 

A1 Gore Senior, because in 
Tennessee during the Viet¬ 
nam era he went against the 
grain and stood up against the 
war. It was political suicide 
for him and he lost his job. I 
admire anyone who stands up 
for principle with great per¬ 
sonal risk. A1 Gore, Jr. will 
emerge as a political hero in 
the vein of his father. 


How do you see your role as 
a role model? 

Definitely 1 am a role mod¬ 
el. Considering where the gay 
and lesbian movement is at 
this present stage, so few of 
us are in high profile, visible 
positions that we owe it to 
the community and our broth¬ 
ers and sisters to be exem¬ 


plary. We must exercise extra 
caution and diligence in how 
we conduct ourselves so that 
we send the right message to 
those we seek to change and 
win over to acceptsuice of gays 
and lesbians. 


How much is your lover in¬ 
volved as a political spouse? 

We are out as a couple, but 
he is not politically involved. 
He feels one and a half of us 
is giving enough. 


What effect did the “gay 
vote” have on your most re¬ 
cent appointment? 

Absolutely the visibility of 
the gay “voting block” has af¬ 
fected the ease with which 
gays and lesbians are appoint¬ 
ed and will be elected in the 
future. I was appointed before 
that new wave of voting pow¬ 
er, but I have remained in the 
position. The movement hcis 
said all along that the power 
is in the vote. If everyone 
knew who we are, we would 
have tremendous clout. “Out” 
people are raising public con¬ 
sciousness. We are increasing 
our strength in the voting 
booth. 


What issues have you dealt 
with that have had the 
greatest effect upon the gay 
community? 

I was involved in support of 
the domestic partners is¬ 
sue, which is so important to 
us. AIDS housing issues and 
arbitration on behalf of AIDS 
infected persons who have 
rent disputes and increases 
that are unbearable on fixed 
incomes. There are encourag¬ 
ing signs on a case-by-case ba¬ 
sis that indicate that landlords 
are willing to cooperate and 
carry a part of the burden of 
housing for AIDS persons. 

What is your feeling that 
America is growing more or 
less tolerant? 

American is moving in the 
right direction. We have the 
capacity in this country to ac¬ 
cept and integrate gays and 
lesbians fully into the society. 
America is built on diversity 
and we have to teach the 
straight community that we 
are a part of that fabric of di¬ 
versity and, therefore, a part 
of America’s greatness. 1 
think we go in cycles and we 
are entering a cycle where 
America will reaffirm its ca¬ 
pacity to embrace all who are 
here. It’s a melting pot. Gays 
and lesbians just have to take 
the time and effort and pa¬ 
tience to reach out and teach 
about who we are. We are 
not that different. 


If you could replace the 
gays in the military issue 
with any other, what would 
it be? 

The military i.«? very impor¬ 
tant now because it speaks to 


something so basic, civil 
rights, that most Americans 
can relate to the issues. What 
the government and military 
do with this issue will speak 
volumes to the American 
public as to how gays and les- 
bians will be treated and 
where we stand as citizens in 
this country. A lot of it is 
symbolic, but America oper¬ 
ates on a lot of symbolism. 

What do you think the ulti¬ 
mate goal should be for the 
gay community? 

A condition where we 
don’t have to worry about 
these issues and can just live 
our lives and have the free¬ 
dom to move about and ex¬ 
press our love and affection 
for each other without notice, 
like everyone else. Complete 
incorporation and integration 
and acceptance to the point 
where these “issues” become 
“non-issues.” 

Do you think that the com¬ 
munity may be its own 
worst enemy because of in¬ 
fighting? 

I totally disagree with 
those who think our infight¬ 
ing is holding us back. I think 
it is healthy to express the dif¬ 



Joe Grubb 


ference; it’s a normal way to 
arrive at decent' and ad¬ 
mirable decisions. We need to 
talk about our differences and 
find the consensus. We should 
not have one consensus voice; 
we’re too diverse. I think it’s 
a natural phenomenon with 


all human beings, not just 
gays and lesbians. 

What would you like to say 
to the lesbian and gay kids 
reading this? 

Play safe — AIDS is a very 
real problem. We’ve lost too 
many brothers and sisters, es¬ 
pecially now young people. 
We need you and your 
strength to carry on the mes¬ 
sage. I want you all here to 
live to a ripe old age. 

What would you like to say 
to straight people? 

We work with you, we are 
your children and your rela¬ 
tives and your friends and co¬ 
workers — take the time to get 
to know a gay person, our 
feelings and our fears, our 
dreams and our goals, and 
you’ll find we are very much 
like you. 

What is the one characteris¬ 
tic or accomplishment of the 
gay community that makes 
you feel the most pride? 

Our extensive community 
that spans race, gender, and 
many other social boundaries. 
Despite differences that are 
problematic for other commu¬ 
nities, the gay and lesbian 
community came together in 
the face of AIDS and re¬ 
sponded in a remarkable and 
beautiful way that reaffirms 
the potential of humanity. It’s 
wonderful to see it manifest 
in the gay and lesbian com¬ 
munity. ▼ 
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Trent Orr, of the 
Recreation & Park 
Commission 




gay empowerment 



Trent Orr helped to establish the AIDS Memorial Grove in Golden Gate Park. {Photo; Rick Gprharter) 


Is your position for the City, 
the County, or the State? 

For the city and county of 
San Francisco. 

Were you appointed or 
elected? 

I was appointed by Art Ag- 
nos. 

How long have you had 
your position? 

About four years. 

What is your party affilia¬ 
tion? 

I’m a Democrat. 

What is your age? 

I’m 40. 

How old were you when 
you came out? 

At 30. I was a late 
bloomer, but I’ve tried to 
make up for lost time. 

Where are you from? 
Downstate Illinois. 

At what age did you enter 
politics? 


I’ve been active in working 
on campaigns since I was 17 
or so: I worked on the Mc¬ 
Govern campaign and have 
been active in environmental 
politics ever since. 

Environmental politics? 

Yes, I’m an environmental 
lawyer. 

How did your sexual orien¬ 
tation affect your percep¬ 
tions of your political viabil¬ 
ity? 

Not much, having come 
out relatively late in life, and 
coming out in San Francisco 
after I had lived here for a 
couple of years. 

Of course if I were inter¬ 
ested in running for office it 
might have been a problem, 
but Art Agnos, who 
appointed nje, Wcis very much 
a friend of the community. 
And I have no interest in run¬ 
ning for an office like supervi¬ 
sor — what could be worse? 

Who are your political 
heroes and why? 


Carole Migden, Roberta 
Achtenberg, Tom Ammiano. I 
have a lot of respect for Har¬ 
ry Britt, although he may 
have been in office too long. 

And, until his recent mili¬ 
tary compromise thing, Bar¬ 
ney Frank. We went to law 
school together, before either 
of us was out of the closet. 
He’s really a brilliant guy; I 
just think it was a terrible 
thing he did, trying to make 
the compromise. 


How do you see your role as 
a role model? 

I think I have to make it 
known I’m gay, but that goes 
for everyone, whether you 
bag ^oceries or sit on a com¬ 
mission or whatever. When¬ 
ever anyone says anything ho¬ 
mophobic at a commission 
meeting, I let them know ex¬ 
actly who they’re dealing 
with. 

Do you have a lover? 

Yes, Brian Mikulak. We 
just got officially domestically 
partnered. 

How much is he involved as 
a political spouse? 

To some extent: he has his 
own activities and I have 
mine, but he goes to the board 
events with me. 

What effect do you think 
the “gay vote” had on your 
appointment? 

I think it is the reason for 
it. It’s because there is such a 
large, educated, and dedicated 
gay vote that there are so 
many gay appointments, even 
by Frank Jordan — who is not 
nearly as good about that as 
was Art Agnos. 

I’m always disappointed 
when neighborhoods with 
large concentrations of gay 
people don’t get out the vote. 

I always wonder, “What the 
hell is the matter with them?’’ 

What things have you dealt 
with that have had the 
greatest effect upon the gay 
community? 

A couple of things stand 
out: I helped promote the 
AIDS Memorial Grove in 
Golden Gate Park by putting 
together meetings and help¬ 
ing to find a spot for it (al¬ 
though, obviously, that isn’t 
just for the gay community), 
and we at Rec/Park inaugu¬ 
rated the first gay youth cen¬ 
ter — the Eureka Valley 
Recreation Center by Colling- 
wood Park in the Castro. 

What is your feeling, that 
America is growing more or 
less tolerant? 

I think more. And al¬ 
though I’m no fan of televi¬ 
sion, I have to think a lot of 
credit may go there. Sit-coms 
provide gay images — perhaps 


they’re stereotypical, but at 
least there are a lot of them, 
and they’re usually better 
than movies’ depictions. 

And all those shows that I 
think are really dreadful, like 
Oprah and Phil, keep show¬ 
ing the country that there are 
a lot weirder things than be¬ 
ing gay. 

And now you’ve got Barry 
Goldwater out there, saying 
“Let gays in the military.” 
That’s something. 

Speaking of which, if you 
could replace the gays in 
the military issue with any 
other, what would it be? 

A national gay rights law. 
An ERA for lesbians and 
gays. I know we still don’t 
have one for women, but of 
course that should be correct¬ 
ed, too. 

Then would you say a na¬ 
tional gay rights law should 
be the ultimate goal for the 
gay community? 

There’s never an ultimate 
goal. The next thing may be 
transgender issues; who 
knows? 

And there’s this horrible 
health crisis that needs to be 
addressed. 

Do you think that the com¬ 
munity may be its own 
worst enemy because of in¬ 
fighting? 

That’s a problem here, 
maybe because there are so 
many big fish in this small 
pond, so many talented and 
ambitious people who moved 
here from everywhere else. 

I understand that, but I 
don’t have much patience 
with it. The people I admire 
are the coalition-builders. 

What would you like to say 
to the lesbian and gay kids 
reading this? 

One: if you want to meet 
other lesbian and gay kids, go 
to the Eureka Valley Rec 
Center, and two: being gay is 
not an obstacle. 

To? 

To anything. 

What would you like to say 
to straight people? 

The old cliche: we are ev¬ 
erywhere. And we are playing 
an important role, in politics 
especially. ▼ 


YOUR VOICE 
WON'T 




VYOUDOm' 
SPEAK OUT. 


The religious right is mak¬ 
ing its voice heard in 
Congress by sending thou¬ 
sands of letters. And mak¬ 
ing thousands of phone 
calls. And it’s working. 

Today, their well- 
organized machine is 
focusing on the military 
ban, but that’s only the 
beginning of their agenda. 

Its time that we beat them 
at their own game. Its 
time we let Washington 
know where we stand on 
the issues. 

To make informed, fair-minded deci¬ 
sions, Congress needs to hear your opin¬ 
ion. In Washington, numbers count, so 
stand up and be counted. Call your repre¬ 
sentative. Write a personal letter. Get 
your family and friends to write. And 
don’t let up, the right wing surely won’t. 


The best way to keep 
the pressure on Congress 
is to make sure they hear 
from all their constituents 
year-round. By joining 
Speak Out, a mail 
program of the Human 
Rights Campaign Fund, 
you can do just that. 
Not only is Speak Out 
focused on the military 
debate, they are on top of 
all the issues affecting 
Lesbians and Gay men 
today. 

What happens in 
Washington today will 
have a profound effect 
on our lives. We can 
help end the disainu- 
nation that surrounds , 
us. But first we’ve got 
to Speak Out. 


“Members of 
Congress eonfinue to | 
be inundated w ith \ 
messages of hatred \ 
and bigotry from the | 
radical right. \ 
It is more important \ 
than ever that your I 
voice be heard on \ 
Capitol Hiir \ 



Speak Out 


Sign up for Speak Out at your Pride Day celebration. 
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Jean Harris, 

Jordan Liaison and State 
Demo Party Leader 


by Jeff Fast 

Jean Harris, a self-de¬ 
scribed “in-your-face-dyke,” 
serves as assistant to San 
Francisco Mayor Frank Jor¬ 
dan and is his closest adviser 
about gay and lesbieui issues. 
She has been active in Cali¬ 
fornia’s Democratic Party for 
more than two decades. 

And as assistant to the 
chair of the state peyty’s fi¬ 
nance committee, which di¬ 
rects Democratic monies to 
political office seekers, Harris, 
48, is arguably one of the 
most powerful lesbian or gay 
public officials in California 
politics. 

But politics and current 
events were only a passing 
thought for Harris until 1971, 
when she was 26, she said in 
a Bay Area Reporter inter¬ 
view. The spectacle of thou¬ 
sands of young men dying 
during the Vietnam War pro¬ 
voked her to join anti-war 
demonstrations in Southern 
California, and she has been a 
committed Democrat ever 
since. 

Harris was still in the clos¬ 
et during her Vietnam experi¬ 
ences. In 1983, when she re¬ 
vealed her lesbianism and 
that she had a lover, her hus¬ 
band sued her for divorce and 
won custody of their two 
daughters. This experience, 
she said, provoked her mili¬ 
tant attitude about gay and 
lesbian rights. 

“I know the cost of dis¬ 
crimination because I’ve suf¬ 
fered from it firsthcmd,” she 
said. “The lesbian and gay 
movement has been a part of 
every day of my life since 
then.” 

The political gains made 
by gays and lesbians during 
the past decade result from 
AIDS forcing the community 
to get organized. She believes 
that her own high-level polit¬ 


ical position is due, in part, to 
the fact that heterosexuals 
have been forced to recognize 
the political viability of gays 
and lesbiems. 

“Lesbians and gays know 
how to do a good campaign 
cheap and straight people are 
learning that. We learned 
how to do this because of our 
experience with AIDS,” said 
Harris. “We get pure volun¬ 
teers, do grass-roots organiz¬ 
ing, and we get out the vote.” 

Because of its diversity, Har¬ 
ris refers to the Democratic 
Party as a “mixed bag.” Gays 
and lesbians donate tens of 
millions of dollars annually to 
political candidates, and she 
said she will use her position to 
direct party money to gay and 
lesbian political candidates. 

“The best thing I can say 
about the Democratic Party 
right now is that it’s bringing 
forward more choice,” she 
said. “But it has a long way to 
go in representing the actual 
diversity of the party. As a 
member of the finance com¬ 
mittee, I plan to see more of 
this money go to lesbian and 
gay candidates.” 

Setting the stage for gays 
and lesbians to win future 
elections is Harris’ top prior¬ 
ity as a public figure and gay 
role model, she said. To ac¬ 
complish this task, she is or¬ 
ganizing meetings with gay 
and lesbian leaders through¬ 
out California, including Pres¬ 
ident Clinton’s gay friend 
David Mixner, to discuss 
strategy. 

For several years, Harris 
has been working to bring 
young lesbians and gays into 
the political arena. The best 
way to do this, she said, is to 
recruit them for volunteer 
work on campaigns, try to 
make it exciting for them, 
and let them know their work 
is appreciated. 


Jean Harris speaks at Harvey Milk Plaza. 


Jean Harris 


“When people are trying to 
trash me because of the com¬ 
munity’s political infighting, I 
look to the youth, who are 
truly the future of our move¬ 
ment, for the courage to go 
on,” she said. “Their commit¬ 
ment is honest and sincere 
and clean spirited. It inspires 
me. 

‘“Be proud of who you 
are,’ is what I want to say to 
the young people reading 


(Photo; Barbara J. Maggiani) 


this. I know that you may feel 
alone, so find me or some¬ 
body like me, a lesbian or gay 
man, to talk to because we’ve 
been there also.” 

Harris said that her politi¬ 
cal heroes are former Super¬ 
visor Harry Britt, Malcolm X, 
Ho Chi Mihn, and Mother 
Jones because they all coura¬ 
geously fought for their polit¬ 
ical beliefs. 

Harris’ lover, Carol Stuart, 
is also politically active. Stu¬ 
art is an aide to Assembly- 
member John Burton, is ac¬ 
tive with the Jewish Commu¬ 
nity and as an activist for the 
civil rights of prisoners. The 
two met while campaigning 
for San Francisco’s domestic 
partnership ordinance in 1990. 
Having a political partnership 
with Stuart is fun, she said, 
because they both work for 
the same goal of civil rights, 
but through different venues. 

In March, Harris ran un¬ 
successfully for secretary of 
the California Democratic 
Party, an elected office that, 
according to some, is less 
powerful than the position 
she now holds. She lost, but 
garnered a respectable 41 per¬ 
cent of the vote and showed 
her political muscle at the 
same time. Harris received 
endorsements from Senators 
Diane Feinstein and Barbara 
Boxer and California Assem¬ 
bly Speaker Willie Brown, Jr. 
In addition, she got the unan¬ 
imous support of several la¬ 
bor unions and the African- 


American caucus — endorse¬ 
ments, she said, that were un¬ 
precedented for a lesbian or 
gay candidate. Despite this 
support, she said her loss was 
partially attributable to homo¬ 
phobia. 

“We’ve come a long way 
when we can build these 
coalitions,” she said. “I think 
in the future that when gays 
and lesbians team up with 
African Americans and labor, 
we’ll be unbeatable,” she said. 
“The Democratic Party just 
wasn’t quite ready to let us in 
this time, but they’re almost 
ready. It won’t be long now.” 

Harris said that time and 
circumstances will dictate 
whether she again attempts to 
run for public office. 

“It will depend,” she said. 
“In a lot of ways, running for 
office was one of the most un¬ 
pleasant experiences of my 
life that I don’t want repeat¬ 
ed. It can be humiliating. I 
don’t need the extra work 
with what I’m already doing. 
But sometimes, a gay or les¬ 
bian has to come forward 
when nobody else will.” 

Achieving civil rights for 
everybody, not just homosex¬ 
uals, should be the ultimate 
goal for the gay community, 
she said. 

“We’re the last in line to 
receive our human rights,” 
she said. “So that means 
when we get there, we’ll have 
built bridges with all of those 
who come before us.” ▼ 
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Interview with 
Artist Todd Parr 

Child's 

Play 

by Roberto Friedman 

T odd Parr’s lively 
paintings, bright in 
primary colors and 
populated by stick fig¬ 
ures, hearts, and animals, 
look like something a sixth- 



grader might do. That sim¬ 
plicity is their strength, for 
their messages, such as 
“AIDS is not God’s punish¬ 
ment,’’ are serious indeed. 
Parr has designed the “Stop 
AIDS” T-shirts for a new Pro¬ 
ject Open Hand fundraiser; 
his pictures can be seen on 
the walls of the SoMa 
nightspot Julie’s Supper Club, 
and will be showing at Josie’s 
Cabaret during the month of 
July. 

I spoke with the artist at 
the Orbit Room, on his way 
to deliver one of his canvasses 
to Hospitality House, a dona¬ 
tion for a fundraiser there. 


Roberto Friedman: The 
first thing I noticed about 
your art is the tension be¬ 
tween the subject matter 
and the children’s art style. 
For example, “Help find the 
cure, time is running out” is 
illustrated by a melting 
snowman and three crying 
penguins. Have you always 
painted in this faux primi¬ 
tive way, ever since grade 
school? 


Todd Parr: I wasn’t good 
at art in school. I could never 
stay in the lines, that sort of 
thing. So I figured I wasn’t an 
artist. Now, for years I’ve 
been designing fabric for 
men’s clothes, T-shirts, furni¬ 
ture ... but I was becoming 
more an^ about AIDS, and 
it was a time in my life where 
I wanted to express myself 
more. So I made these paint¬ 
ings. 


The cartoonish images, and 
the radiating lines around 
figures like the heart or lips, 
put me immediately in 
mind of Keith Haring. An 
influence of yours? 

Haring made a big, big im¬ 
pression on me. From him I 
learned that it was okay to 
express myself in whatever 
way I could, that I was an 
artist, despite what I learned 
in school. 

The painting of “Papa Bear, 
Papa Bear, and Baby Bear,” 
all with big smiley faces, 
s^s more about the poten¬ 
tial of gay families than any 
argument. It reminds me of 
the series Alyson Publica¬ 
tions is doing, books like 
Heather Has Two Mommies 
for children in gay families. 
So sweet and yet so poten¬ 
tially subversive. 


There’s another one like 
that, it’s “Mama Bear, Mama 
Bear, and Baby Bear.” 

The pictures are so eye- 
friendly and then you real¬ 
ize they are about matters 
of life and death. You say 
they came from a place of 
anger from you, but their 
effect is not angry. In fact, 
they are inviting in a way. 


I kind of stumbled onto 
the effect that they have. I de¬ 
cided the children’s style was 
a way of getting people’s at¬ 
tention, people who might 
otherwise be turned off by 
the message. The images in 
them are all warmer, they 
bring back memories of a 
more secure time in your life. 
I mean, everybody made fig¬ 
ures like these when they 
were kids, right? 


I’m finding that people are 
really moved by these paint¬ 
ings. Their emotions just im¬ 
mediately come. I want my 
art to have an impact on peo¬ 
ple who wouldn’t ordinarily 
be open to this type of art. 
And I’m happy to show it at 
places like Julie’s and Josie’s, 
so people see it who don’t go 
to galleries. 



As for the anger, yes I am 
angry. But anger would not 
work for me as a product. I’d 
rather relate to the kid in peo¬ 
ple who are older. This work 
is for myself; for the people I 
have lost; and for the people 


The 

children's 
style was a 
way of getting 
people's 
attention, 
people who 
might 

otherwise be 
turned off." 



who created my anger, who 
say things like “AIDS is 
God’s punishment.” 

I want to make people 
who don’t think about it think 
about it. ▼ 



Todd Parr's Life 



BAY AREA REPORTER JUNE 24, 1993 PAGE 70 


















june 27, 1993 


Local Actor's Life 
in the Theatre 


Successful 

Character 


by Patrick D. Hoctel 

/ i ’m definitely a char- 
I acter actor,” says 
I local thespian John 
JL Balma. “I’m not an 
ingenue and I never was. I’m 
too odd-looking. I could pull 
off some leading men roles, 
but not many.” However, that 
hasn’t kept the 33-year-old 
California native from achiev¬ 
ing theatrical success in the 
Bay Area, perhaps most no¬ 
tably as Edgar Allcui Poe in 
the recent Climate Theatre 
production of Claustrophilia, 
though gay and lesbian the¬ 
atregoers may remember Bal¬ 
ma best as the original Donny 
in Life of the Party. 

Between jobs as a “record¬ 
ed phone sex voice” (and 
phone sex writer), maitre d’ 
for two years at the Zuni 
Cafe, and now publicist for 
Carla Befera, Balma has 
starred as Rolf in the Magic 
Theatre’s production of Angel 
of Death, as lago and Ty¬ 
balt in the Z Collective’s 
Goodnight Desdemona, and 
as Pontius Pilate in the Asiem 
Americfiui Theatre’s Case of 
the Missing Messiah, cunong 
many other roles. He was also 
one of the founding members 
of the Z Collective (now the Z 
Studio) and this fdl will ap¬ 
pear in the SF Shakespe 2 U*e 
Festival’s Twelfth Night in 
Golden Gate Park. Recently 
Balma talked to the B.A.R. 
about his life and his work. 


How did you become — or 
maybe more to the point — 
why did you become an ac¬ 
tor? Did being gay some¬ 
how influence that choice? 

I knew I wanted to be an 
actor — I had settled on it— by 
the time I was 11, and then 
got up the nerve to tell my 
parents when I was 13. I 
didn’t know I was gay until I 
was 12, so the acting came 
first. I can’t say that being gay 
had an influence on that. 


What happened when you 
were 12? 

My first orgasm, (laughs) 
After you learn to mastur¬ 
bate, you start fantasizing 
about things that are exciting, 
and my fantasies were of 
men. 


/ think I sidetracked you. 

From childhood I was very 
interested in theatre and do¬ 
ing as much of it as I could. I 
was enamored of it. When I 
was 11, I saw a high school 
musical production of My 
Fair Lady, and Sigrid 
Wurschmidt was in it. She 
was an actress here in town, 
very successful, who unfortu¬ 
nately died of cancer. She 
blew me away, and I knew in 



John Balma, as Edgar Allan Poe, examines JoAnne Winter's teeth in the recent production of 
Claustrophilia (Photo: Shane MacKay) 


"When I 
approach a 
role, a 
character's 
sexuality is 
just another 
facet of the 
character, 
and you 
factor it in." 
—John Balma 


that moment that I wanted to 
do that, that I wanted to be 
up there. 


Has being gay affected your 
acting, your style? 

I honestly don’t think of 
myself as a gay actor. I don’t 
know what that would mean. 
I play a lot of straight roles, 
gay roles; I’ve even played fe 
male roles. When I approach 
a role, a character’s sexuality 
is just another facet of the 
character, and you factor it in. 


When I was in college, a 
professor pulled me aside and 
said, “You know, you’ve got a 
lot of talent, but you need to 
learn that all your characters 
don’t need to be homosexu¬ 
al.” And at the time he said 
this, I was doing a fop in a 
Moliere play, and I was kind 
of surprised by what he said 
because I thought here’s this 
very flamboyant character 
and, of course, he would be 
gay. And he said, “It doesn’t 
have to be, and it’s a slight 
adjustment. Just think about 


it.” It was an interesting les¬ 
son to learn that just because 
someone’s flamboyant doesn’t 
necessarily mean that they’re 
gay. 

In my younger years, I def¬ 
initely gravitated toward gay 
roles — or female roles. I 
thought they [female] were 
the better roles for the most 
part. They’re so much more 
interesting. It w£is hard to get 
anyone to let me play those 
roles. But now I really don’t 
think about it. I have a good 
range — I can play gay, 
straight, whatever. 


Were you ever denied a role 
because you were gay? 

That’s a good question. If I 
was, I don’t know. That sort 
of prejudice is veiy subtle. 
Actors endure rejection — lots 
of it — all the time. You can’t 
pinpoint why. For every role 
I’ve played, there were prob¬ 
ably 10-30 or more actors who 
were refused that role, so I 
cannot step out and say, “I 
lost that role because I was 
gay.” 

Interestingly — and I’ll 
probably get myself in a lot of 
trouble for talking about this 

— I did one show at Theatre 
Rhinoceros many years ago. 
It was a big hit. Creating the 
character I did in it — a gay 
character — was a very diffi¬ 
cult process. The director and 
I had a few arguments, but 
we eventually found it [the 
character] and I did very well 

— got sensational reviews. 

They remounted the show 
twice, and I was the only cast 
member they didn’t ask back. 
I was very hurt by that and 
didn’t know why it was hap¬ 
pening. But later another cast 
member told me that the di¬ 
rector did not understand me 
as a gay man. And I asked 
him if he could elaborate on 


that and he said, “You’re not 
a typical gay. He can’t pigeon¬ 
hole you. You’re not a queen. 
You’re not this, you’re not 
that.” 

1 was so upset to come up 
against that kind of prejudice. 
If I have to be a screamer to 
be accepted in gay theatre, 
then they can go to hell. 

Was there ever a point in 
your career when you had 
to hide or... 

Butch it up? I was definite¬ 
ly concerned about it [being 
gay] in college, because grow¬ 
ing up I was a sissy and no 
one ever let me forget that. I 
was ridiculed constantly, and 
I assumed that when I left my 


hometown and got out in the 
world that people could just 
look at me and know I was 
gay. It was quite a shock to 
me to find out that that was 
not the case. So I was con¬ 
scious of trying to act straight. 
I was always totally surprised 
when I would hear that audi¬ 
ences didn’t know I was gay 
or meet people and they 
didn’t know. 

In college I had rather a 
light, airy voice. Another pro¬ 
fessor said, “You’ve got to 
work on that. You’ll never get 
anywhere in the theatre with 
a lilting voice.” They sent me 
to an opera instructor who 
worked with me for about a 
year, and I eventually devel¬ 
oped what is now this big, 
deep, booming voice. 


You had a huge personal' 
success recently in Claus¬ 
trophilia, playing Edgar 
Allan Poe. In fact, you won a 
Drama-Logue award for 
Best Performance. What 
was attractive about that 
role, drew you to it? 

Fremkly, it was kismet. I 
was a fish to water with that 
part. The language is good. 
Really difficult, really beauti¬ 
ful. I usually rise to those 
sorts of challenges — I like 
them. This Wcis one of the 
best-written plays [by play¬ 
wright and director Amy 
Freed] I’ve ever worked on, 
and it gave me a chance to 
show off my strengths, which 
are broad characterizations, 
big physicality, and my voice 
— which is a big asset. 


What do you consider your 
dream roles? 

The title role in The 
Dresser by Ronald Harwood. 
I’m a little young for that 
now, but in a few years. I’ll 
be right for it. The brother, 
Gaev, in The Cherry Orchard, 
Elliot in Private Lives —a de¬ 
lightful role — and Hedda 
Gabler. ▼ 



John Balma, actor 
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Ed 

Harrington 

City 

Controller 


by Dennis Conkin 

As Controller for the City 
and County of Seui Francisco, 
Ed Harrington is easily the 
city’s top — and highest-paid— 
non-elected official. 

Appointed in 1991 by for¬ 
mer Mayor Art Agnos to the 
ten-year post that pays over 
$100,000 a year, Harrington is 
the city’s chief financial offi¬ 
cer, responsible for managing 
most of the city’s $2.5 billion 
annual budget including ac¬ 
counting, payroll, and internal 
audits. 

Harrington, 43, is also es¬ 
sentially the chief information 
officer for the city: his staff 
handles programming and 
data processing for the city’s 
911 emergency, welfare, and 
assessor’s system. 

Harrington has long been 
active in Democratic Party 
politics—and was plucked for 
the post while treasurer of 
the Harvey Milk Lesbian and 
Gay Democratic Club — but 
he now says he’s become less 
active in local politics because 
of the job. 

“Because of my position, 
it’s not appropriate for me to 
endorse or contribute to local 
candidates, and because I 
have to work intimately with 
all local elected officials, I 
give contributions to national 
causes and candidates but I 
don’t do it locally,’’ he said. 

Harrington told the Bay 
Area Reporter that he’s been 
out so long he “can’t really re¬ 
member when it became offi¬ 
cial.” 

“There is a date, I guess — 
but I’ve known I was gay for¬ 
ever,” he said. 

“I do remember a job, 
though, about 15 years ago 
where I wasn’t out at work: a 
certified public accounting 
firm. My friends and family 
knew, but someone at work 
told me that I’d better watch 
out because there was a ru¬ 
mor going around I was gay. 
I said ‘well, guess what, it’s 
not a rumor,”’ he recalls. 

Harrington, a native of San 
Francisco, and a graduate of 
the University of ^n Francis¬ 
co, said that his sexuEil orien¬ 
tation was probably a plus 
that led to his appointment as 
controller in a city whose pro¬ 
gressive — and even moderate 
— politicos seem committed to 
diversity in government. 

“Isn’t that odd? I mean I 
was appointed because I was 
competent, but I was also not 
just one more straight white 
male,” he said. 

“When people see me quot¬ 
ed in the paper, it’s not as 
‘gay controller Ed Harring¬ 
ton/ it’s ‘controller Ed Har¬ 
rington.’ But if gay kids knew 
that I was gay and saw that, I 
think it would be really posi¬ 
tive because it would say that 
it’s possible for them to grow 
up to be whatever they want.” 

Harrington’s birds-eye 
view of the movers and shak¬ 
ers in local electoral politics 
has soured him a bit, in the 
face of their response to the 



"I'm sorry, 
but I thought 
the best thing 
about being 
gay was you 
didn't have to 
serve in the 
military.” 


city’s massive $180 deficit for 
the next fiscal year. 

“The people I would have 
said were heroes are probably 
not to my mind EUiymore. If I 
had to pick who I think high¬ 
ly of in city government right 
now, it would be Carole 
Migden. She’s probably the 
person I think is the best pub¬ 
lic servant around here these 
days,” he said. 

“To a large degree, the 
people who can jump through 
the hoops of the crazy elec¬ 
toral process we have now 
are not necessarily the best 
and the brightest. The best 
may not want to subject 
themselves to the crap,” he 
said. 

Harrington said that be¬ 
cause he’s a gay man renting 
an apartment in the Castro 
district, he’s a little better in 
touch with city issues than 
some city bureaucrats who 
“are just told about the prob¬ 
lems. 

“As a gay person living in 
the Castro, I was there on Oc¬ 
tober 6, 1989.1 probably have 
a little different view about 
police crowd control policies 
than if I was just told about 
it.” 

“I rent my apartment in 
the Castro in the gay commu¬ 
nity. I have an understanding 
of the real effects of public 
health budget cuts from the 
point of view of someone 
who has friends who are sick 
and who have died, that use 
Eind have used the services. 
That colors how you try to 
make the system work.” 

Harrington says that he’s 
been able to help a few times 


when an AIDS organization 
couldn’t get a check that was 
due from the city, and he 
could make a phone call and 
expedite the process. 

“I think I would have more 
of a proclivity to try to help 
and make the system work 
than someone else might have 
before,” he said. 

Harrington believes that 
America is growing more 
tolerant of sexual minorities. 

“That’s why the religious 
right feels more threatened. If 
they lose us, who are they go¬ 
ing to blame for the ills of the 
world? They don’t have com¬ 
munism to blame any more.” 

Harrington said he’s tired 
of the issue of gays in the mil¬ 
itary being pushed as the 
most important one facing the 
lesbian and gay community, 
and when asked what other 
issues are as important, he 
just laughs. 

“Almost any other. I’m sor¬ 
ry, but I thought the best 
thing about being gay was 
you didn’t have to serve in 
the military,” he said. 

The response isn’t surpris¬ 
ing for someone who refused 
induction when drafted dur¬ 
ing the Vietnam War and 
faced potential prosecution 
for the act of resistance. 

“Health care issues for the 
lesbian and gay community as 
an issue, is just just so much 
more important,” he said. 

And, Harrington said, al¬ 
though there is political in¬ 
fighting in the gay communi¬ 
ty, he “doesn’t think we are 
our own worst enemy.” He 
gladly mentions Senators 
Sam Nunn and Jesse Helms 
as examples of real enemies 
of the lesbian and gay com¬ 
munity. 

Harrington says that it’s 
unrealistic to expect the les¬ 
bian and gay community to 
speak with one voice because 
of the diversity of the commu¬ 
nity — and he also says that 
he’s sick and tired of reading 
letters to the editor concern¬ 
ing Year of the Queer — and 
it’s time for the community to 
move on. 

“Get over it, and let’s move 
onto something important.” ▼ 
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Municipal Court Judge 
Herb Donaldson 


by Dennis Conkin 

Appointed in 1983 to the 
San Francisco Municipal 
Court Bench by Governor Jer¬ 
ry Brown, 66-year-old Judge 
Herb Donaldson says, “I came 
out so long ago that I can’t 
remember.” 

“Actually, it was in 1951,” he 
chuckles. 

Donaldson has been active 
in Democratic party politics 


Oral vms 
punishable 
by a 15-year 
state prison 
sentence in 
California 
—and 

sod omy was 
punishable 
by life in 
prison. 


since 1977, but he’s been ac¬ 
tive in gay rights issues since 
1963, when he became in¬ 
volved with the historic Soci¬ 
ety for Individual Rights. 

“At that time, there wasn’t 
any thought of gays being in¬ 
volved in politics or public 
service. We were outlaws 
then. If you were ‘out,’ it 
meant that you were ‘out’ of 
the political process. 

Donaldson was one of 
those arrested in 1965 when 
police raided a ball for homo¬ 
sexuals at the California Hall 
on Polk Street without a 
search warrant. The experi¬ 
ence radicalized the local gay 
community. 

The police, Donaldson said, 
tried to alarm the straight com¬ 
munity by saying there were 
70,000 homosexuals living in 


San Francisco as a justification 
for the raid — and unwitting¬ 
ly helped the gay community 
develop its political muscle. 

“Didn’t the police think 
that local politicians would 
take note of that and take 
70,000 votes seriously? They 
didn’t realize that it would 
backfire,” he said. 

Donaldson says that one of 
his political heroes Wcis Harry 
thinks the ban on military ser¬ 
vice for gays will eventually 
be lifted, and that what the 
Truman — for issuing an exec¬ 
utive order ending segrega¬ 
tion in the U.S. military. 

“I was in the Navy at the 
time he ordered the Armed 
Forces integrated. The first 
time I cast a vote in an elec¬ 
tion was when he was elect¬ 
ed,” he told iheB.A.R. 

“There are all sorts of 
people I admire. I admired 
George Moscone. I liked Har¬ 
vey Milk because he was 
brash and bold and deter¬ 
mined to be elected to the 
Board of Supervisors. I re¬ 
member he would stand on 
the corner of Market and Cas¬ 
tro holding up signs. We were 
growing and gaining power,” 
he said. 

Donaldson says that he’s 
really glad that because of the 
strides of the lesbian and gay 
community over the last three 
decades, “it never occurs to a 
lot of youth now that there 
are any impediments to any 
career that they choose. This 
is great.” 

Donaldson, on the other 
hand, remembers when oral 
copulation was punishable by 
a 15-year state prison sen¬ 
tence in California — and 
sodomy was punishable by 
life in prison. 

Yet, for all the strides, 
Donaldson says that “the road 
to equality is never easy.” 

Donaldson says that he 



Judge Donaldson and Judge Lillian Sing 



gay community is “really af¬ 
ter” is acceptance and integra¬ 
tion. 

“To just be part of the larg¬ 


er community,” he said. 

Donaldson said that politi¬ 
cal infighting and turf wars in 
the gay and lesbian communi¬ 


ty are “part of the political 
process, part of the democrat¬ 
ic process.” 

“Talk about infighting, 
look at the Democratic Party,” 
he laughs. “The Democratic 
Party has never spoken with 
one voice and the lesbian and 
gay community doesn’t ever 
speak with one voice,” he said, 
said. 

Donaldson urged youth 


*'It neve* 
occuniloalot 
piy yotrth 
, now ihuEit 
ara any 
:^:iliip(Nfiinenfs 
to any caacmt 


coming to terms with the re¬ 
ality of their lesbian or gay 
sexual orientation “to be 
proud,” but also said said that 
sexual orientation is “just one 
aspect” of being a human be¬ 
ing. 

“Be proud of your whole 
being, including your sexual 
orientation, whether you are 
gay or straight,” he says. “You 
can do anything you set your 
mind to.” ▼ 
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Tom Horn, San Francisco War 
Memorial Board of Trustees 


by Dennis Conkin 

For the last 13 years — and 
three mayoral administrations 
— Tom Horn has served as a 
member of the Board of 
Trustees of the San Freincisco 
War Memorial and the Per¬ 
forming Arts Center. 

The board is responsible 
for setting policy and 
supervising maintenance cuid 
operation of the facilities and 
grounds that house the cen¬ 
ter, which includes the Opera 
House, Davies Symphony 
Hall, and the San Francisco 
Museum of Modern Art. 

Now 47, Horn, an attorney, 
says he came out at age 25 
when he realized that his 
three-year heterosexual mar¬ 
riage wasn’t going to work 
and he “decided that enough 
was enough.” 

Born and raised in Albu¬ 
querque, New Mexico, in the 
business side of a political 
family that included Calvin 
Horn — “the Willie Brown of 
the New Mexico Legislature 
for ten years” — Horn is out 
front about the difficulties he 
experienced coming to terms 
with the fact that he was gay. 

“It was a small community 
and a conservative upbring¬ 
ing, we were members of the 
Southern Baptist Church, and 
there weren’t a lot of gay peo¬ 
ple around,” Horn told the 
Bay Area Reporter. “And I was 
looking for a career in 
politics and didn’t think you 


could be gay and be in poli¬ 
tics.” 

Horn even decided to join 
the Air Force as a way of 
fighting his sexual orienta¬ 
tion, but of course that was 
no more successful than his 
marriage at turning him 
straight. 

After watching his cousin 
run — and lose the campaign— 
for governor and Congress, 
and seeing his own career in 
student government at the 
University of New Mexico hit 
a dead end, Horn decided to 
set aside the dream of a life 
in politics. 

“I just gave it up,” Horn 
said. And it was then he came 
out of the closet. 

But even without running 
for public office, Horn never 
gave up public service — and 
is now very active as a friend 
and supporter of former may¬ 
or and current California Sen¬ 
ator Dianne Feinstein. Horn 
was appointed by Feinstein 
as general counsel of the Host 
Committee for the Democrat¬ 
ic National Committee in 
1984, and was appointed by 
John Molinari, then chair of 
the Board of Supervisors, to 
serve as chair of the Down¬ 
town Stadium Task Force 
that explored the feasibility of 
a downtown ballpark to re¬ 
place Candlestick Park. 

The onetime head of the 
Arizona chapter of American 
Civil Liberties Union, Horn, 
who has a criminal defense 


and trial law practice, came to 
San Francisco in the 1970s, 
and although he says he’s nev¬ 
er been on the “cutting edge” 
of the lesbian and gay move¬ 
ment, those who know him 
might disagree. For his part, 
Horn describes his involve¬ 
ment in lesbian and gay polit¬ 
ical life and the affairs of the 
city as more of a “supporting 
role.” 

“I had great admiration for 
Harvey Milk. He was a dear 
friend along with Roberta 
and Carole and Cleve Jones. I 
have enormous respect for 
my friends who are on the 
cutting edge,” he said. 

Horn says that he thinks 
that heterosexual America is 
becoming more tolerant of 
lesbians and gays because of 
“education and experience,” 
but he worries about polariza¬ 
tion. 

“I think many people who 
were not tolerant of homosex¬ 
uals didn’t know about us, 
but those who held prejudices 
out of ignorance have become 
more tolereuit and open mind¬ 
ed. Even though there are 
communities of tolerance like 
San Francisco, there are still 
a lot of rednecks out there.” 

In fact, “there are a lot of 
rednecks, even here,” he 
laughed. 

Horn says that although 
there’s been a great deal of 
press attention over the gays 
in the military issues, that 
AIDS is still the biggest con¬ 
cern facing the community. 


Tom Horn (Photo: Rick Gerharter) 


“AIDS is the number one 
issue in our community. No 
other issue in the community 
is as important,” he said. 

Horn has been active in 
AIDS issues since the begin¬ 
ning of the epidemic in 1982 
when he served as a member 
of the founding board of the 
Kaposi’s Sarcoma Research 
and Education Foundation, 


the forerunner of the San 
Francisco AIDS Foundation. 

Horn also served on the 
board of the now defunct Na¬ 
tional Gay Rights Advocates, 
a pubic interest law firm. 

Horn is edso active in the 
fundraising arm of the PAC 
and is on the board of direc¬ 
tors of the San Francisco Bal¬ 
let Association. ▼ 


Nick Roomel, of the 

Film & Video Arts Commission 


Is yours a City, County, or 
State position? 

City and county. 

Were you appointed or 
elected? 

I was appointed by Mayor 
Jordan, a year and a half ago. 

What is your party affilia¬ 
tion? 

I changed from Republiccm 
to Democrat because Clinton 
was willing to take on the gay 
issue and health issues. He 
seemed really up front. 

What Do You Think About 
"Year of the Queer?” 

I come from an era when 
“queer,” “dyke,” and “faggot” 
were really derogatory and 
dehumanizing. I understand 
the rationale and I know it’s a 
younger generation having its 
day, but it’s difficult and of¬ 
fensive to me personally — but 
I’m not boycotting the cele¬ 
bration. 

How old were you when 
you came out? 

I was always out: I’ve 
known since I was eight that 
I had an affinity for men. It 


was dangerous to come out 
then, however, because par¬ 
ents were keen on putting 
gay children into mental 
wards and giving them hor¬ 
mone shots to alter the bal¬ 
ance. Many of my friends 
have hormone problems to 
this day because of it. In 
school it was impossible to 
come out and parents could 
and usually did legally dis¬ 
own gay children who came 
out. 

At what age did you enter 
politics? 

I’ve never cared anything 
about, and have consciously 
tried to avoid, politics. I’m 
just not involved, but I knew 
Frank Jordon before he was 
even police chief. He’s a good 
person. He ran for mayor and 
I helped however I could in 
the gay community to get 
him elected. I had faith in 
him. He’s thoughtful and car¬ 
ing and a good man, I think. 

I first entered politics dur¬ 
ing Reagan’s administration 
through Nancy’s drug and al¬ 
cohol program. Reagan ap¬ 
pointed me President of the 
Republican Party task force 
on drugs and alcohol. 


Who are your political 
heroes and why? 

Obviously Frank Jordon. 
But we’re really the heroes — 
we help the politicians be¬ 
come the heroes, but it’s real¬ 
ly all of us. 

What effect did the "gay 
vote” have on your appoint¬ 
ment? 

I’ve always believed the 
gay vote was critical. I’ve 
been interested in putting to¬ 
gether some sort of caucus 
that could bring the various 
and diverse elements of our 
community together to really 
work for a gay and lesbian 
“voting block.” We’re growing 
towards it out of necessity. 

What issues have you dealt 
with that have had the 
greatest effect upon the gay 
community? 

The Caring Committee of 
the Screen Actors Guild. We 
have created a video library 
for ward 5A and are now 
moving into the children’s 
AIDS wards to supply videos 
to patients. 

The Committee works in 
conjunction with the Mayor’s 


Film and Video Commission 
and the Screen Actor’s Guild 
(SAG). I brought these groups 
together to bring this library 
into being. Within six months 
we will have a lending situa¬ 
tion and deliver videos to 
home-bound AIDS patients, 
like Open Hand, only videos 
instead of food — visual food. 

Our library has a gay focus 
for 5A, but we do have a dif¬ 
ferent selection for children 
and straight patients. I also 
have created a library and 
storage facility at city hall 
where we are storing our col¬ 
lection until we turn it over 
to the hospital. 

I’m also proud of the im¬ 
pact of St. Paulus church that 
recently took sixty women off 
the streets who had fallen 
through the cracks of the sys¬ 
tem. Most with AIDS, all 
with drug and alcohol prob¬ 
lems. We take everyone and 
anyone who has fallen 
through the cracks. We are a 
non-profit and self-sufficient, 
but we are now seeking city 
funds to continue supporting 
these sixty women. 

The other important in¬ 
volvement is the Freedom 
From Alcohol and Drug Com¬ 
mission. We work again with 
people who fall through the 
cracks because of alcohol and 
drug problems, AIDS, 
Methadone, dual diagnosis 
persons. We take all. These 
three involvements definitely 
impact the community. 


If you could replace the 
gays in the military issue 
with any other, what would 
it be? 

America is locked into a 
puritanical attitude that pre¬ 
dates our founding fathers. 
There should be no discrimi¬ 
nation in our society, but peo¬ 
ple have forgotten* the basic 
concepts of “freedom for all, 
inalienable rights,” and the 
foundations of our constitu¬ 
tion. I don’t think we need 
new laws to reinforce what is 
already in our constitution, 
we need a reawakening of the 
basic concepts of this country. 
The military, however, is a 
pivotal issue at this time and 
place in our movement, so we 
have to deal with it; so does 
straight America. Other issues 
like housing, health, employ¬ 
ment are critical, but the mil¬ 
itary issue is up, so we deal 
with it now. We have to take 
as much at a time as we can 
because we’re breaking down 
straight conditioning. 

What is the one characteris¬ 
tic or accomplishment of the 
gay community that makes 
you feel the most pride? 

Brother and sisterly affec¬ 
tion and the fact that we have 
endured for centuries, no mat¬ 
ter what the situation or condi¬ 
tion. We are survivors and suc¬ 
ceeding — that fills me with 
pride. ▼ 
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“It means that this city is 
proving itself to be accept¬ 
ing and supportive of lesbians 
and gays in positions of au¬ 
thority. It’s a tremendous 
statement of respect and 
recognition,’’ she said. 


But Migden — a member of 
the Democratic National 
Committee, the executive 
board of the California State 
Democratic Party, chair of 
the San Francisco Democratic 
Central Committee and chair 
of the Board of Supervisors 
powerful Finance Committee 
— says that her life isn’t all 
work. 

“I have a lover, Chris Ar- 
guedas, whom I’ve been with 
for the last eight years. She’s 
a big supporter of my politi¬ 
cal involvement and does all 
that’s required to help meet 
the obligations of my political 
life and also have a balanced 
and richly rewarding personal 
life.’’ T 
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bians can have access to 
health services that respond 
to their high risk for cancer. 
We’re just seeking basic op¬ 
portunities to lead healthy 
and productive lives,’’ said 
Midgen, a psychologist with a 
background in health care 
management. 

Although she’s a political 
veteran, Migden dismisses 
turf wars and infighting in 
the gay community as over¬ 
played by the press “to sell 
newspapers,’’ and while she 
says that there are a lot of is¬ 
sues about which people dis¬ 
agree, she also said there are 
issues of common concern in 
the diverse community — even 
though people may disagree 
and there may be tension. 

“These are desperate and 
difficult times, a lot of issues 
are at stake. There are legiti¬ 
mate frictions that emerge 
with differences of opinion, 
that’s not necessarily inappro¬ 
priate,” she told the Bay Area 
Reporter. 


Migden said that she wants 
her leadership to be an exam¬ 
ple to gay youth who are 
“growing up in an era of 
AIDS, the emergence of right- 
wing fundamentalists and fas¬ 
cists and the Jesse Helmses of 
America, and the realities of 
the present political climate,” 
and says that the “new and 
emerging vision and voice of 
youth” is extremely important 
to the lesbian and gay move¬ 
ment. 

“They have much to teach 
us,” she said. 

Frequently referred to by 
the straight press as a May- 
oral hopeful but unwilling to 
state if such a rumor is true, 
Migden says that the mere 
fact that she’s often described 
in those terms is an example 
of the power of coming out — 
and the gains of the lesbian 
and gay community. 
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Carole Migden at her swearing-in ceremony. 
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by Dennis Conkin 

Although she says she 
“had an awareness” of her les¬ 
bian sexual orientation 
throughout her teenage years, 
San Francisco Supervisor Ca¬ 
role Migden didn’t really 
come out until she left her 
husband at 26. 

“I was a child of the ’60s; 
we were anti-war activists; 
even before I was publicly les¬ 
bian, I was a political activist 
involved in the social change 
movement,” Migden told the 
Bay Area Reporter. 

Today at 44, Migden says 
that anyone who can’t handle 
the fact that she’s a lesbian 
would also probably dislike 
her progressive politics. 

“I think, frankly, that those 
who would deride and dispar¬ 
age my leadership based on 
my sexual orientation would 
probably be the same people 
that would reject me because 
of my politics, but I don’t 
think in San Francisco that’s 
a hindrance,” she told the 
B.A.R. 

Elected in 1990, during the 
city’s historic Lavender Sweep 
that also saw the election of 
Supervisor Roberta Achten- 
berg. Board of Education 
Member Tom Ammiano, and 
the successful defeat of a 
domestic partners legislation 
effort, Migden prefers to 
“eschew the question” when 
asked about her political heros 
and says that the lesbian and 
gay community are her heroes 
and heroines because of “their 
struggle to live full, productive, 
and dignified lives.” 

“I don’t know if it has to 
do with an issue or whether it’s 
the era, but it seems like we 


Supervisor Carole Migden and Senator Dianne Feinstein 


are entering a time when there 
is an expanding recognition 
and acceptance of lesbian and 
gay people. Perhaps it’s 
because of the increasing 
number of lesbians and gays in 
public office, maybe it’s a con¬ 
sequence of national lesbian 
and gay leadership in 
Washington,” she said. 

But whatever the reason, 
Migden believes that more 
and more people in America 
are becoming accepting of the 
lesbian and gay community 
even as the right wing — and 
virulent homophobes — be¬ 
come more entrenched. 

As always, people who know 
lesbian and gay people 
like us,” she said. 

Migden said that Harvey 
Milk’s historic advice to come 
out of the closet “is still sound 


and simple. ... Coming out is 
the single most important po¬ 
litical act for lesbians and 
gays.” 

Migden says that the issue 
of lesbians and gays in the 
military is important — but 
only a part of the struggle for 
justice and acceptance. 

“There is a split, but those 
who are bigots will always be 
bigots. 

“But once again, we’re af¬ 
ter very basic things like the 
ability to get a job and keep it 
and not be fired because of 
our sexual orientation, to not 
to be tossed into the street be¬ 
cause of our sexual orienta¬ 
tion, to not to be bashed and 
used at will by detractors and 
other hostile forces,” she said. 

“We want the opportunity 
to have health care that meets 
our particular needs such as 
HIV and AIDS, so that les¬ 
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San Francisco Writer 
CathyCockrell 

Looking 
From an 
Angle 

by Patrick D. Hoctel 

C athy Cockrell is a fic¬ 
tion writer, journalist, 
teacher, editor, and 
activist who’s resided 
in San Francisco for the past 
six years. The author of two 
books of short stories. Under¬ 
shirts and Other Stories and 
A Simple Fact, her work has 
also appeared in various an¬ 
thologies such as Women on 
Women: An Anthology of 
Lesbian Short Fiction, Word 
of Mouth: 150 Short Stories 
by Women, and Through 
Other Eyes: Animal Stories 
by Women. 

Prior to coming to San 
Francisco, the 41-year-old 
Cockrell lived in New York 
City for 11 years, during 
which time she was an editor 
at Liberation News Service, 
an alternative news network 
begun by anti-war and stu¬ 
dent activists in the late ’60s. 
Later she worked as an editor 
on an electronic publishing 
project of the New York 
Times. Shortly after moving 
to the West Coast, she be¬ 
came the assistant news edi¬ 
tor at the San Francisco Sen¬ 
tinel, where she profiled a di¬ 
verse group of lesbi 2 ins and 
gays — a Vietnamese refugee, 
a radical botanist, a disability 
activist — in the Sen f/nei’s 
Queer Folk series. 

Currently Cockrell is fin¬ 
ishing up an MFA in creative 
writing at San Francisco 
State, where she also taught 
the past year, and hopes to 
finish her first novel “within a 
year.’’ She spoke recently 
with the B.A.R. over lunch 
about her fiction, political 
work, teaching, 2 uid being a 
lesbian. 


Patrick D. Hoctel: In your 
work you seem to explore 
what I would call “relation¬ 
ship issues^ whether that be 
between lovers, parent and 
child, friends, pet and pet 
lover, etc. How would you 
describe your work and is 
this what you primarily see 
it as being about? 

Cathy Cockrell: It’s always 
interesting to hear someone 
else characterize your work — 
what they see in it. In the sec¬ 
ond book, A Simple Fact, I 
didn’t set out to write about a 
theme, but when I finally 
looked at the book, all the sto¬ 
ries had to do with families in 
some way or another, even 
though the really long title 
story was about racism. 

I would describe my work 
as being about consciousness. 



even though, in a sense, ev¬ 
eryone’s writing about that. 
Like in “A Simple Fact,” it’s 
about what’s going on in the 
person’s head, her mind, ver¬ 
sus what’s operating on the 
surface. 

You’ve been active in pro¬ 
gressive politics and various 
kinds of political work and 
journalism. Has that crossed 
over into your fiction, left 
its mark? 

Well, it’s definitely subject 
matter. I’m trying to write a 
novel about the late ’70s in 
New York City, in the U.S., 
and people who were very 
political at the time. It’s very 
hard to write about that era, 
not to caricature it, and yet, 
there’s something that W 2 is 
very wonderful about that era 
that’s missing now — a really 
social world that was also re¬ 
ally political. I feel like I’m 
trying to do something which 
is to write artfully and polit¬ 
ically — and I don’t want to be 
a rhetorical writer, and I don’t 
want to be a writer about sub¬ 
ject matter, either. I’m always 
afraid I might be going over 
to one side or the other. 


You taught an introductory 
creative writing course at 
San Francisco State this 
past year, and I know there 
were gay students in your 
classes. Did your being a 
lesbian make them more 
comfortable with, more 
open about their sexuality, 
or did it tend to have the 
opposite effect? 

There were about four gay 
men in my second semester 
class. There were some wom¬ 
en who were bisexual, and 
maybe one lesbian — but I 
wasn’t sure about that. One 
guy, he worked for Chevron, 
was really an activist, and it 
was great for me that he was 
so out and I think I was really 
good for him. I haven’t direct¬ 


ly asked him, but it felt like a 
neat connection and really 
wonderful to be in that au¬ 
thority position that you auto¬ 
matically get when you’re a 
teacher to be able to be an 
out lesbian. I didn’t come out 
right away. I hoped that we 
could develop a rapport be¬ 
fore I made my announce¬ 
ment. (laughs) It didn’t come 
in the form of an announce¬ 
ment exactly but just gradual¬ 
ly — and it was kind of em¬ 
powering. 

Did your being a lesbian af 
feet the way you ap¬ 
proached the course, the 
way you taught, especially 
in the beginning? 

I worried some about what 
would be the repercussions of 
coming out to them, but I 
wanted to. It affected my 
choice of what the readings 
were, having more gay mate¬ 
rial, more outside speakers. 


Sometimes when I was 
teaching, I found that the 
students and their work 
were having more of an ef¬ 
fect on me and my work 
than I was having on them. 
Did you have that experi¬ 
ence? 

That’s an interesting ques¬ 
tion. My teaching has been so 
recent that I haven’t had a 
chance yet to see how it will 
affect me, but it certainly 
makes you think about writ¬ 
ing in a different way. You 
see that the problems you’re 
struggling with are the prob¬ 
lems that they’re struggling 
with. On the flip side of wor¬ 
rying about how it might af¬ 
fect your work negatively, 
when you see people doing 
things over and over that are 
problematic in writing, you 
learn from that. I do worry 
sometimes that if you went 
on teaching and writing 
endlessly that it might become 
this commodity to you — a mill 
with you churning out your 
responses to stories. 

How has being a lesbian af¬ 
fected, influenced, informed 
your art? 

First thing, in subject mat¬ 
ter. And when you’re a les¬ 
bian, you’re never right in the 
center of the culture. There’s 
something about that line of 
vision that’s not straight on 
but looking from an angle at 
things. You’re able not only 
to see things but also to cri¬ 
tique them. This is a really 
bankrupt culture in a lot of 
ways. 

You spoke earlier about the 
novel you’re working on. I 


"'When you're 
a lesbian, 
you're never 
right in the 
center of the 
culture." 
—Cathy 
Cockrell 



wondered if you could be a 
bit more specific about it 
and also discuss your writ¬ 
ing process. 

I’m quite interested in his¬ 
tory, so this takes place in the 
’70s, with portions in the ’50s 
and ’60s. It’s a relationship 
story — you were right 
(laughs) — about a woman in 
her twenties who’s having a 
relationship with a lesbian 
who came out before 
Stonewall, so it encompasses 
a span of gay life. The 
younger woman is living with 
her aunt and uncle in New 
York, and the aunt is a me¬ 
dieval historian, reading me¬ 
dieval history. So there’s a lit¬ 
tle bit of the ’50s, ’60s, ’70s, 
and the 11th century! 

I discovered when I went 
away to a writers colony for a 
long period of time that that 
worked well for me — to have 
a big block of time to write. 
But now I’m trying to inte¬ 
grate my writing more into 
my life because you have to — 
unfortunately. I’ve been try¬ 
ing to get back into the novel, 
and for a while. I’ve just been 
writing about it. Finally, I’m 
starting to be able to write a 
scene. 

I really lose track of time 
when I write. I look up from 
the page, and it’ll be five 
hours later. That’s kind of the 
wonderful part of writing. 
When I wrote the “A Simple 
Fact” story, I went for two 
weeks to a writers colony in 
Massachusetts, and it just 
poured out, 40 p^es. It’s an 
incredible experience when 
that happens. It makes all the 
heissle of writing worthwhile. 
You give up a lot in your life 
to be a writer. ▼ 



Author/activist Cathy Cockrell 
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One Question Leads to 
Another for 'Celluloid Closet 
Editor Arnold Classman 

Breaking 

The 

Code 


by Daniel Mangin 

^ ^ ▼ Jk T hat is a gay 

^ W just a film 

W W with gay char¬ 
acters? Is Breakfast at 
Tiffany’s a gay film because 
it was by a gay author or is it 
because thousands of men be¬ 
came gay when they saw Au¬ 
drey Hepburn eating a Dan¬ 
ish in front of Tiffany’s? Is it 
because Holly Golightly could 
easily be a gay hustler?” 

A month or so after he’s 
signed on as editor of the film 
version of Vito Russo’s The 
Celluloid Closet, Arnold 
Glassman has as many ques¬ 
tions as he has answers as he 
tries to get a handle on 100 
years of gay representation in 
the cinema. 

Glassman, co-director and 
editor of Visions of Light, a 
high-profile 1992 documen¬ 
tary about the art of cine¬ 
matography, is a natural addi¬ 
tion to the team headed by 
Rob Epstein and Jeffrey 
Friedman. He’s just faced 
many of the problems they’re 
facing — obtaining clips from 
major studios, trying to orga¬ 
nize scenes from several 
dozen films into a coherent 
whole. 

We spoke about the pro¬ 
ject, gay media activism — and 
why he liked Basic Instinct - 
in his San Francisco editing 
suite one afternoon in late 
May, just as he was complet¬ 
ing a first “rough assembly” 
of historical material. 


Daniel Mangin: Are you sur¬ 
prised by what you ’re dis¬ 
covering as you examine all 
the films Vito Russo men¬ 
tioned in his book? 

Arnold Glassman: Yes. 
I’m used to seeing these films 
as a whole, then suddenly 
there’s Greta Garbo kissing 
her lady in waiting in Queen 
Christina. I remembered al¬ 
ways being bored with the 
film, but looking at it in this 
context heightened my inter¬ 
est. 

There is this whole double 
gay element running around: 
she’s dressed as a man, John 
Gilbert thinks she’s a man. 
Then he realizes she’s a wom¬ 
an, but his servant thinks that 
he’s in bed with another man. 
And the lady in waiting, 
which is based on a true sto¬ 
ry. So the film still may be 
dull to me as a whole, but I’m 
fascinated by this element. 

Or Rebel Without a Cause, 
taking out the Sal Mineo role 
and magnifying that — with¬ 
out putting words in anyone’s 
mouth — by showing a possi¬ 




"The Celluloid 
Closet is not 
only about 
gay portrayals 
but also the 
reactions 
audiences 
have had to 
these films/' 
—Arnold 
Glassman 


him the baby. Very offhand¬ 
edly he says congratulations 
and walks into his apartment. 
Later, Stan pretends to nurse 
the baby by pulling out a bot¬ 
tle out of his nightshirt. So 
it’s playing with roles, not gay 
gags. 

/ think they are gay gags. 
L&H showed a lot of in¬ 
sight into male/female rela¬ 
tions in that film. Who’s to 
say they weren’t aware of 
the homosexual overtones 
as well? 

People weren’t as uptight 
about that stuff back then, so 
artists were free to do it. Like 
Dietrich kissing a woman in 
Morocco. Having fun with 
that image, knowing it was 
potent. 


So what changed? 

The world changed. The 
production code appeared. 
European films were becom¬ 
ing more explicit. MGM pro¬ 
duction chief Irving Thalberg 
saw Maedchen in Uniform, 
which is pretty clearly about 
lesbian emotion, and decided 
to make the Queen Christina 
subplot a little more pro¬ 
nounced because he figured, 
oh, lesbians are good box of¬ 
fice. Suddenly, though, the 
brakes went on in the mid- 
1930s. 


What period intrigues you 
the most? 

The ’50s, because every¬ 
thing was so coded. All the 
Tennessee Williams plays 


Marlene Dietrich in Morocco. 


that were altered for film. 
Blanche’s monologue about 
her husband — in the play of 
Streetcar Named Desire he’s 
described as effeminate; on 
film she says he “wrote poet¬ 
ry-” 

Say no more. 

Or camouflaging the whole 
story about Brick and Skip¬ 
per in Cat on a Hot Tin Roof 
Or Suddenly Last Summer, 
when they decide to tackle 
the gay character but never 
show his face and his whole 
story is so grotesque. 

Those ’50s movies were so 
concerned with environmen¬ 
tal causes and possible 
cures. 

Yes. Tea andSympathy.They 
really though that having sex 
with Deborah Kerr would cure 
a boy of homosexual tenden¬ 
cies. 

It’s one of those films where 
they pretend it isn’t really 
about homosexuality. 

They’re always about 
something else. “Human emo¬ 
tions,” or with AIDS they’re 
“about people taking care of 
each other” instead of about 
gay men. If it’s an unpopular 
subject, filmmakers will al¬ 
ways say it’s not about what 
it’s about. Even if it’s rigjit up 
there on the screen. 

Take Three of Hearts, 
which involved a lesbian situ¬ 
ation. The way they promot¬ 
ed it was very confused. By 
not marketing it one way or 
the other, they don’t get the 
straight audience and they 
don’t get the gay audience — 
nobody goes to see it. 

Flow intentional is the 
stereotyping in films today? 

Filmmakers still think 
they can just throw in a char¬ 
acter like George Carlin’s 
swishy character in Prince of 
Tides. It’s irresponsible film- 
making not to care about how 
offensive they are. I’m sure 
the director of Prince of 
Tides (winks) was well-mean¬ 
ing about this, but then films 
like Beverly Hills Cop and 
Teen Wolf toss in general fag 
lines. 

(Continued on next page) 


ble gay subtext. There’s 
James Dean, with his father 
wearing the apron, and Sal 
Mineo with his picture of 
Alan Ladd in his locker. That 
scene when Dean gives him 
his jacket is so intimate. 

Some might think you’re 
reading too much into that 
because you’re starting from 
a “gay point of view.” 

I’m being very careful not 
to read anything into it. But a 
film like Rebel or Calamity 
Jane with Doris Day — I’m 
amazed every time I see 
Calamity. Doris in butch 
drag or singing “A Woman’s 
Touch” has an effect on gay 
audiences, and that is enough 
of a justification to include it 
in a film that’s about gay and 
lesbian characters. The Cellu¬ 
loid Closet is not only about 
gay portrayals but also the re¬ 
actions audiences have had to 
these films. 

Appropriating imagery is 
one thing, but what do you 
say to someone who says 
about Laurel and Hardy’s 
Their First Mistake, that 
they didn’t mean it as a gay 
gag? 

They don’t mean it as a 
gay gag, but they do mean it 
as a role play. They have this 
scheme going where if Oliver 
Hardy has a baby his wife 
will be so busy with it he’ll 
be able to go out with Stan 
and the wife won’t complain. 

When they come home 
with the baby, they give their 
neighbor a cigar and show 


Garbo as Queen Christina 


BAY AREA REPORTER JUNE 24, 1993 PAGE 77 














gay empowerment 



“If it's an 
unpopular 
subject, 
filmmakers 
will always 
say it's not 
about what 
it's about. 
Even if it's 
right up there 
on the 
screen." 
—Arnold 
Glassman 


Film director/editor Arnold 
Glassman 


and say, “Oh, this had lesbian 
characters, maybe audiences 
do want to see these charac¬ 
ters.” 

The film’s success tells me 
they want to see lesbians 
who fit a particular mold. 
Predatory, et cetera. 

But it goes beyond that. 
Lx)ok at Three of Hearts. Kel¬ 
ly Lynch is like that, too. Pos¬ 
itive/negative, it doesn’t mat¬ 
ter. People are not going to 
see a film that’s bad. The an¬ 
swer is to keep on top of 
things, but you have to re¬ 
member that important issues 
are always lightened up in 
Hollywood films. You can’t 
forget that. ▼ 


Where should we be putting 
our energies in trying to 
coax Hollywood along? 

The best thing for Holly¬ 
wood is to realize that there 
are large audiences for films 
like My Own Private Idaho 
o r Longtime Companion or 
Desert Hearts, that might be 
uneven in a lot of places but 
still are inspired. 

Or The Crying Game. 
People respond to The Crying 
Game not just because some¬ 
one drops a bathrobe and gen¬ 
itals are shown. They react to 
it as a love story. 

Of course most of them went 
not knowing about the gay 
angle. Did they have to be 
tricked or would they have 
gone voluntarily had they 
heard it was a good thriller 
but with a gay subplot? 

They were tricked, but au¬ 
diences like to be tricked, they 
like to be surprised. 


Why did it have to be made 
outside of Hollywood? 

They would never have 


Sharon Stone takes a licking, but keeps on ticking in Basic In¬ 
stinct. Co-conspirator: Michael Douglas 


(Continued from previous page) 


I sometimes wonder with 
those teen movies if produc¬ 
ers don’t just order up a gra¬ 
tuitous slur or two as a mat¬ 
ter of course. 

Because they can get a 
laugh. I also think that some 
of the filmmakers are young 
themselves and just don’t 
read these things as offensive. 


How would you respond to 
the logic that "this is just 
the way kids talk about 
fags’’? 

I’d ask where is the charac¬ 
ter who says that what 
they’re saying is wrong? 
Where’s the gay character? 
Where’s their gay friend? You 
have to ask if they really 
think that audiences require 
that kind of humor or nasti¬ 
ness when they see a movie ... 
and therefore they start talk¬ 
ing like that so it just repeats 
itself over and over again. 

For different reasons, you ’re 
a fan of both Silence of the 
Lambs and Basic Instinct. 

With Silence, I think it’s 
a great film. The villain is so 
off-the-wall that I don’t think 
of it as a negative role. I don’t 
think Jonathan Demme has a 
responsibility to present the 
only positive gay character in 
a movie. It’s not his fault that 
there aren’t 20 other charac¬ 
ters to counteract his. 

On the other hand, the ex¬ 
cuse is always that my film 
isn’t saying all gays are evil. 
But when you add them all 
up, that’s the message. 

So now he’s making 
Philadelphia, which is gay¬ 
positive. But there’s another 
issue. Here we have people 
agonizing over whether to put 
gay characters in films, or 
whether to change them from 
gay to straight, and coming 
out of England there are so 
many films that so offhanded¬ 
ly, without any effort, au-e in¬ 
cluding gay characters. They 
put all the films in America 
to shame. 


Jodie Foster, backed up by Anthony Hopkins in Silence of the Lambs. 


made a film on that subject 
that way. 

They would have if they’d 
known it would gross 12 
times its cost in domestic 
rentals. 


Hollywood works off the 
tried and true. Basic Instinct 
is what you can expect out of 
Hollywood. Regardless of pol¬ 
itics, Basic Instinct was a very 
well-made guilty pleasure of a 
movie. 


That was a horribly made 
film. I understand the guilty 
pleasure part — it’s pulpy 
enough — but the characters 
are ludicrous, the car chases 
are incompetently shot and 
edited, the music is bombas¬ 
tic ... . 


OK! OK! It was totally inco¬ 
herent! The plot was stupid, 
but I liked Sharon Stone. I 
was watching it with my part¬ 
ner in crime at 1:30 a.m. — I 
rented it for a dollar, only a 


dollar —■ and I’m saying, “This 
is revolting, but we have to 
watch the rest of it.” I’m per¬ 


plexed about it. It’s politically 
rotten, but I did enjoy it. 

Do you think that was a 
good one to call Hollywood 
on? 

It was, absolutely. I don’t 
think The Silence of the 
Lambs was, especially attack¬ 
ing the leading actress as a 
person who should have been 
more socially responsible. 
That’s her own private life. I 
think the director has very 
much taken into account what 
the public had to say about the 
film. 

Without repudiating it, he 
has acknowledged (he 
protests, which makes me 
think they had value. 

I absolutely agree. I’m play¬ 
ing both sides here. That psy¬ 
chopath was a throwback to 
the old movies where the char¬ 
acters’ sexuality defines their 
behavior. So in that sense Si¬ 
lence was a good one to call 
Hollywood on. But one can’t 
ever look to Hollywood for en¬ 
lightenment. 

What about the Basic Insinct 
protests? 

The majority of people 
didn’t know what they were 
about. They just kept hearing 
the name, which was good for 
the producers. 


And that gays and lesbians 
have complaints about repre¬ 
sentation. 

Any kind of publicity is 
good — for both sides. And for 
gay people who have some in¬ 
fluence, perhaps the protests 
made them feel they shouldn’t 
let this happen again. Or 
maybe they were moved to be¬ 
come more visible. Maybe 
they’ll look at Basic Instinct 
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lOTH STREET 
SERVICES 

We provide outpatient counseling 
to gay and bisexual men with drug and 
alcohol problems. Our sliding scale fees 
mean no one is ever turned away. 
Insurance payments are accepted. 

Our staff is gay bisexual and is 
multicultural. We offer services which 
are sensitive to the concerns of all gay 
and bisexual men. 

We can help. Call us. 


18th Street Services 

861-4898 (English); 861-8803 (Spanish) 

Funding provided for by the San Francisco Department of Public Health. 
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The San Francisco parade contingent from this year's March on Washington for Gay, Lesbian, and Bi Equal Rights 


(Photo; Rick Gerharter) 


ANGE 


by Robert Julian 

E verything has 
changed in the 
last 12 months. 
America watched 
as lesbians and gays 
drastically altered the 
political and social land¬ 
scape of this country by 
becoming major players 
in national and local 
elections. An incumbent 
president got thrown out 
of office and replaced by 
a more gay-friendly can¬ 
didate. The subsequent 
March on Washington 
continued to focus media 
attention and the popu¬ 
lar consciousness on the 
issue of equal treatment 
under the law for homo¬ 
sexuals. San Francisco 
Supervisor Roberta 
Achtenberg became the 
first openly lesbian pres¬ 
idential appointment. 
And the prospect of lift¬ 
ing the ban on homosex¬ 
uals in the military set 
off a national debate that 
is still raging. Did you 
ever think you’d see Bar¬ 
ry Goldwater and Larry 
Kramer on the same 
side of any issue? 

In film, the phenome¬ 


nal success of The Cry¬ 
ing Game and Jaye 
Davidson’s subsequent 
Oscar nomination trans¬ 
formed and legitimized 
the presentation of ho¬ 
mosexuality and gender 
in mainstream film. Hol¬ 
lywood took notice. 

In the theatre, gay- 
themed plays won Tony 
Awards for both Best 
Play (Angels in America) 
and Best Musical (Kiss 
of the Spider Woman). 
The gay actors who 
were nominated for their 
performances in these 
plays attended the na¬ 
tionally telecast ceremo¬ 
ny in the company of 
their lovers or same-sex 
companions. Stephen 
Spinella, when picking 
up his acting award for 
Angels, thanked his 
lover, whom he de¬ 
scribed as “the husband 
of my heart.” 

On television, gay 
characters were popping 
up all over the tube — 
and not in the usual 
stereotypical roles. 
Roseanne, the top-rated 
television show in the 
country, gave Sandra 
Bernhard a recurring 


role as an out, well-ad¬ 
justed lesbian. They 
even gave her Morgan 
Fairchild as a love inter¬ 
est. 

In publishing, it be¬ 
came simply impossible 
to keep up with the ex¬ 
plosion of literature for a 
gay audience. In addi¬ 
tion to an endless num¬ 
ber of books, several 
new national gay maga¬ 
zines emerged like Out, 
Genre, and 10 Percent. 
Then there was that pro¬ 
liferation of catalogs that 
merchandise our lifestyle 
through the mail. With 
all this competition for 
the queer dollar, one can 
almost see a gay QVC 
looming on the cable 
horizon. 

And who do we have 
to thank for all this? Not 
the politicians, or the 
filmmakers, or the play¬ 
wrights, or the networks, 
or the authors, but our¬ 
selves. It takes a queer 
nation full of commit¬ 
ment and determination 
to make all these things 
happen, and that is ex¬ 
actly what we have. 
Each and every man or 
woman who comes out 
Third of Three Sections 


completely, at home and 
at work, becomes an ac¬ 
tivist — even if they nev¬ 
er mention the subject of 
homosexuality again af¬ 
ter coming out. The con¬ 
spiracy of silence is bro¬ 
ken by their act. Once 
someone knows, they 
can never again not 
know. 

The great benefit of 
the changes that have 
taken place in the last 
year is this: Every young 
boy or girl in this coun¬ 
try, sometime during the 
last 12 months, has al¬ 
most certainly picked up 
a newspaper or maga¬ 
zine, or turned on the 
television and been con¬ 
fronted with the word 
“lesbian” or “gay.” If 
they didn’t know what 
those words meant, they 
asked questions. And re¬ 
gardless of what kind of 
answers they got, they 
were presented with an 
expanded concept of the 
possible, the existence of 
a world beyond the sti¬ 
fling monochromatic ve¬ 
neer of mainstream het¬ 
erosexuality. Maybe 
those children who are 
destined to be gay will 


not have to grow up 
with that lonely feeling 
of isolation, that sense of 
being “the only one” of 
their kind. This is 
progress. 

Among the thousands 
of visitors who come to 
San Francisco each year 
for the gay parade, there 
are always those who 
have a revelation — an 
epiphany, if you will. 
Dozens, maybe hun¬ 
dreds of individuals ex¬ 
perience the joy, power, 
and freedom gay people 
have in our city. They go 
home, and they trans¬ 
form their lives and the 
lives of those around 
them by coming out. 
And the world around 
them adjusts. That’s 
what happens. 

Keith Meinhold re¬ 
marked recently, “This 
is not a country that was 
founded on the concept 
of people being given 
their rights. Those who 
want their rights in this 
country have always had 
to fight to obtain them.” 
We have, we do, and we 
will. This is just cause 
for celebration. ▼ 
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Self-Esteem Exercises 

...for Gay Men & Lesbians 

1 - 900 - 990-2163 

"A guided course designed to 
strengthen and expand self-esteem." 

$2.25 per minute. Over 18 only please. 
Average call is 3 minutes. Call now! 
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The Annals of Queerdom 


by Robert Julian and Orland Outland 


The happiest film project 
in recent history wrapped in 
San Francisco last week — 
Armistead Maupin's Tales 
of the City. This six-hour 
mini-series for British televi¬ 
sion turns up on KQED 
sometime early next year (it 
debuts in England on Chan¬ 
nel 4 this September). At a 
KQED-sponsored party atop 
the Transamerica pyramid, 
Olympia Dukakis, Chloe 
Webb, and Marcus D'Am¬ 
ico expressed their love of 
the script, the project, the au¬ 
thor, each other, and San 
Francisco. Chloe Webb, who 
gives great dish, told Out¬ 
There of the nude beach 
scene they shot in L.A. — a 
scene where Michael (D’Ami¬ 
co) tells Mona (Webb) that he 
loves her, but it will never 
work out between them. Says 
Webb, “All these naked guys 
were prancing and dancing 
around the beach behind us, 
and I had to sit there, staring 
into Michael’s eyes while this 
very well hung man’s penis is 
flopping up and down at eye 
level, right behind Michael’s 
head. It was very difficult to 
concentrate.’’ Were all those 
naked boys queer? According 
to Armistead, the assembly 
was “A third gay, a third 
straight, and a third who’ll do 
anything for money.’’ 

Rumor has it, the sold out 
sneak preview at tomorrow’s 
Gay Film Fest will be Joan 
Greyson's Zero Patience, a 
musical comedy send-up of 
And the Band Played On. 
Now that’s comedy! The cast 
and crew from the HBO ver¬ 
sion of Randy Shilts' fac¬ 
toid novel, currently complet¬ 
ing production in San Fran¬ 
cisco, will probably try sneak¬ 
ing into the sneak. And well 
they should. We hear 
Greyson’s $4.5 million produc¬ 
tion is quite a goof. 

The Village Voice’s gossip 
columnist Michael Musto 
gives his “Je M’Appelle Ass¬ 
hole’’ Award to actor D.B. 
Sweeney. Several weeks 
ago, Musto wrote offhandedly 
that Sweeney was easily con¬ 
fused with actors who looked 
like him and even had similar 
names, including D.W. Mof¬ 
fett, Dylan McDermott, 
and Dermot Mulroney. 
Well, Sweeney called Musto’s 
answering machine and left 
this message: “This is D.B. 
Sweeney. Keep me out of 
your faggoty-assed column! I 
may live in the West Village, 
but I don’t want to be in your 
column!” Musto wrote 
Sweeney a thank you in the 
Voice for subjecting him “to 
what must be the crucial out¬ 
cry of your everyday life: I 
may live in da Village, but 
I’m not one a dem!” We’d 
urge you to boycott 
Sweeney’s movies, but the 
bombs he’s “starred” in close 
so fast there’s no time to orga¬ 
nize a protest. 

Stephen Schiff reports in 
The New Yorker that one of 
the stars of the Cannes Film 
Festival was director 
Stephan Elliot, whose next 
film is about ‘‘three drag 
queens stranded in the Aus¬ 
tralian desert.” An agent from 
mega-powerful Creative 
Artists Agency asked the di¬ 
rector what he needed to do 
to cut a deal with the direc¬ 
tor. “I want to come to L.A., 
and I want to see Mike 
Ovitz face to face.” As Schiff 
notes, Ovitz, the head of 
C.A.A., “is by general agree¬ 



Maupin — tales from Tales 



Olympia (Madrigal) Dukakis 


ment the most powerful man 
in Hollywood.” The agent 
readily agreed to the meeting. 
Then, Elliott demanded, “I 
want him to be wearing a 
dress.” The agent gulped 
hard, but then said, “Done.” 

According to the Enquirer, 
balding bigot Mel Gibson 
exploded at the Planet Holly¬ 
wood restaurant because a 
waiter “kept leering at him.” 
Gibson finally ran over to the 
waiter, pushed him, and 
yelled “Don’t look at me like 
that!” And what, we might 
ask, was it about the waiter 
that had Mel looking back all 
that time? Gibson, you may 
recall, was last seen in these 
pages speeding away in a 
limo, his head in his body¬ 
guard’s lap. 



Miss Mike Ovitz 


The Globe brings us this 
item on the L.A. Sheriffs De¬ 
partment’s “Pink Squad,” 
who pose as “super-swishy 
gays” and work as decoys to 
nab gay-bashers. Basic train¬ 
ing for the squad “includes 
lessons in lip-pursing, talking 
in high-pitched voices, and pa¬ 
trolling the streets with a 
hand-on-hip wiggle.” A police 
spokesman calls this “our best 
weapon against bigotry.” 


The New York Times in¬ 
terviews Quentin Crisp 
about playing Queen Eliza¬ 
beth I in Sally Potter's 
Orlando. (Also see film re¬ 
view and interview with di¬ 
rector in this edition of the 
B.A.R.) Some selections from 
Crisp’s comments about his 
role as the woman he calls 
“Miss Tudor”: “Every day 
that I worked, I was made up 
clown white, put into an or¬ 
ange wig, and sealed into my 
costume. First, around my 
waist, two rolls of fabric were 
tied with tapes. Then came a 
hooped skirt, then a quilted 
petticoat, then an ordinary 



Quentin Crisp — queen on 
queen 



Holly Near — beached by 
marketing 

petticoat, and, finally, a dress. 
On my upper half, I wore a 
bejeweled bodice so tight that 
it blistered my stomach.” And 
all Jaye Davidson had to 
do was tuck it every morning. 

The latest entry into the 
queer catalog market is on its 
way to your mailbox. It’s 
called Made in Gay America, 
and it features wonderful of¬ 
ferings like “vases, mirrors, 
and a pink triangle clock. 
And for the environmentally 
conscious there is jewelry 
made entirely of recycled 
beach glass.” And isn’t that 
special. Several lesbogay 
celebs model clothes for the 
catalog, most notably Holly 
Near. But unlike other mod¬ 
els, the shot of Near includes 
inserts of her book covers and 
record jackets, following her 
down the beach like UFOs. 
How do you spell “market¬ 
ing”? ▼ 
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Music 


Disappointing Diva 


by John Blanco 
RuPaul 

Supermodel of the World 
Tommy Boy 

Now that we’ve seen her 
kiss up to Arsenio, judge 
scantily-clad collegians for an 
MTV spring-break beauty 
contest, and pose seductively 
for Entertainment Weekly, 
it’s obvious that drag sensa¬ 
tion RuPaul is more intrigu¬ 
ing as a media phenomenon 
than as a pop artist. Her 
chart-topping dance single, 
“Supermodel,” wasn’t unlis- 
tenable, but this is undeniably 
a performer whose videos are 
more interesting than her 
records and whose talk show 
appearances are most interest¬ 
ing of all (Her most priceless 
soundbite? When the seven- 
foot bewigged beauty told an 
obviously confused CNN an¬ 
chor, “Baby, you can call me 
he, you can call me she, you can 
call me Regis or Kathi Lee.”) 

The problem with Ru- 
Paul’s music is that too often 
she stifles her queer efferves¬ 
cence to fit the part of garden- 
variety dance diva. It’s de¬ 
pressing to find the vivacious 
star offering up track after 
track of formulaic, personali¬ 
ty-free disco on Supermodel 
of the World. Yeah, it’s al¬ 
most all upbeat and inoffen¬ 
sive, except for a ballad, “Su¬ 
pernatural,” which is sexy 


only if a song like Janet Jack¬ 
son’s “That’s the Way Love 
Goes” gets you off. 

Of course, even on the 
weakest cuts, RuPaul is im¬ 
possible to dislike. She slips 
into these highly commercial 
tunes as easily as she would a 
pair of size-14 stilettos, but 
they don’t offer her any chal¬ 
lenges or us any fun. There 
are a couple of exceptions, “A 
Shade Shadey (Now Prance)” 
and “Back to My Roots,” 
songs which have her nurtur¬ 
ing her relationship with gay 
listeners rather than pander¬ 
ing to the dance music mass¬ 
es. 

“A Shade Shadey” sounds 
like the lost theme to Paris Is 
Burning, with RuPaul play¬ 
ing drag ball hostess. She em¬ 
phasizes the genderfuck 
theme by dropping her voice 
several octaves on the line, 
“Prance, I said!” But easily 
the best cut is the hair-hopper 
anthem, “Back to My Roots.” 
The song has RuPaul and 
several background vocalists 
reciting a litany of ’dos, from 
Jheri curls to Afro puffs {’fro 
wiglets for the uninitiated). 
When they come to corn 
rows, Ru interjects, “Uh uh, 
honey, I am tender-headed.” 
Besides being the album’s 
funniest track, it’s also the 
most personal, featuring a 
spoken dedication to the 
singer’s mama, Ms. Ernestine 
Charles, and a shameless plug 
for Charles’ hair salon. 



The one, the only, RuPaul 


Even on the 
weakest cuts, 
RuPaul is 
impossible to 
dislike. 


Tommy Boy deserves cred¬ 
it for releasing “Back to My 
Roots” as the album’s second 
single, instead of one of the 
more typically Top 40-friend¬ 
ly songs here. If this single 
flies it should prove that, in 


the future, RuPaul doesn’t 
have to pad her albums with 
bland, Taylor Dayne-style 
dance music or play it so safe, 
a quality most unbecoming to 
America’s fiercest drag queen. 
T 



Diana Ross in a rare and 
intimate, one night only 
performance recorded live 
and now available on CD, 
Cassette, Home Video 
and Laserdisc. 

Like jazz, it only happens 
once...a stolen moment. 


PofyOram Victeo 
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$10-512 
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Lady 

of the 
Canyon 


by Jim Provenzano 

A mong the many diva 
worshippers in the 
gay community, 
there are Judy 
queens, Liza queens, even 
Dusty Springfield queens. But 
for a sultry mix of moody de¬ 
pression, romantic despera¬ 
tion, and subtle camp, give 
me a Joni Mitchell queen any 
day. The most accomplished 
of these creatures, John Kelly, 
currently graces the stage at 
Josie’s as he embodies the 
folk diva herself. 

After performing around 
the world in a range of work, 
from delicate solos and fully 
staged performances based on 
everything from Mona Lisa to 
painter Egon Schell and Or¬ 
pheus, singer, dancer, and 
playwright John Kelly, who 
has won more performance 
awards than perhaps even he 
can remember, has expanded 
one of his least performed 
characters into a full evening 
of song, wit, and dry camp. 

With a crowded backdrop 
of hippie fans painted by 
Craig Coleman, the first half 
of “Paved Paradise,” Kelly’s 
intimate show, encompasses 
Mitchell’s early Woodstock 
folk years. Every gesture is 
given an odd reverence, from 
lighting candles and incense, 
willowy skirts flying about, to 
a stuffed bird that whirls on a 
turntable as Kelly encourages 
audience members to sing 
along (“out of tune, please”) to 
“The Circle Game.” 

The quality of the show 
hops from funky clunkers, as 
if this were a sort of sad 
comeback, to downright 
plaintive artistry. Kelly has 
often worked with his unusual 
countertenor range in oper¬ 
atic arias (as Dagmar Onassis) 
and in his own compositions. 
He captures the sometimes 
near-yodel quality of 
Mitchell’s daring vocal peaks 
and valleys, often with highly 
comic results and, at other 
times, quite touching ones. 

With the songs of Joni 
Mitchell, Kelly’s sense of wit 
and earnest love for this diva 
shine. He’s not so serious this 
time. It’s obvious that he wor¬ 
ships Joni Mitchell enough to 
develop this show, but not too 
much to have a few laughs at 
her eccentricity. When he 
sings lines like “I could drink 
a case of you and still be on 
my feet,” it seems his game of 
poking fun at the reclusive 
pop star are pushed aside to 
reveal a true honesty in the 
lovelorn lyrics. 


Later Stage 

After a brief break, the old 
backdrop rolls down to reveal 
the Hollywood hills and a rip¬ 
pling poolside scene. Kelly re¬ 
enters in beret and bohemian 
drag lifted from the Hejira al¬ 
bum cover. He sings from the 
later stage of Mitchell’s ca¬ 
reer, including songs from 
Ladies of the Canyon, Blue 
and Court and Spark. He 
croons Joni’s hit, “Help Me I 
Think I’m Falling,” seguing 
into “Free Man in Paris.” 

As Tom Calvanese’s light- 



Kelly doesn't 
so much 
impersonate 
MitcheU as 
use her range 
to showcase 
his own. 


ing causes reflections to shim¬ 
mer in the painted pool, Kelly 
sings “It All Comes Down to 
You”: “All the people at this 
party, they’ve got a lot of 
style ... some are clever, some 
are cutting ... .” The clinking 
of ice cubes and LA chat are 
all that’s missing. 

Fans familiar with 
Mitchell’s singing style will 
appreciate Kelly’s vocal inter¬ 
pretations. He doesn’t so 
much impersonate Mitchell as 
use her range to showcase his 
own. Those few who may 
have seen the real Mitchell 
live will recognize numerous 
bits and lines that deftly par¬ 
ody Joni’s performance style. 
Kelly tosses his long blond 
fall back; grins with Mitchell’s 
toothy smile; mutters about 
painting with odd, entropic 
inanity; gets confused by a 
^itar strap; and occasionally 
is carried away by the inim¬ 
itable vibrato that makes 
Mitchell so unique. 

Kelly’s accompanists are a 
bit more on the caricature 
side, but amusingly so. Play¬ 
ing piano, painter Georgia 
O’Keeffe (Kenny Mellman), 
one of Mitchell’s idols and 
mentors, dawdles onstage in 
old lady manner and occa¬ 
sionally whirls into a ca¬ 
cophonous arthritic frenzy of 
chords. 


On bass and guitar, the 
shaggy Neil Young (Jonathan 
Bassil) sings with his familiar 
whine, especially on his vocal 
solo in “Hairless,” an innocu¬ 
ous version of “Helpless.” Kel- 
ly/Mitchell vocally 

accompanies with the excess 
that made her performance in 
the film The Last Waltz so 
memorable. Other songs in¬ 
clude altered lines, mostly 
bits on wigs and drag. In “Big 
Yellow Taxi,” between cho¬ 
ruses of “... a paved paradise 
... ,” it’s not a cab that takes 
Joni’s love, but a big drag 
queen. 


But the most well-known 
dragified song is “Wigstock,” 
Kelly’s take on “Woodstock,” 
which he has performed as 
the closing number each year 
at Wigstock, the New York 
East Village drag festival that 
in recent years has exploded 
into a celeb-filled media 
event. It seemed almost sacri¬ 
legious to hear the tune on 
any day other than Labor 
Day, sweltering under a 
cheap wig, like hearing “Oh 
Tannenbaum” in July. But 
even those who didn’t feel the 
song’s specialness to NY fags 
enjoyed its message of hope. 
Instead of butterflies and 
bombs, Joni “dreamed of drag 
queens ... They were all 
dressed up as me, and they 
had found a cure for AIDS.” 

Kelly’s tribute/parody of 
Joni Mitchell is loving, teas¬ 
ing, and not unlike Craig 
Coleman’s backdrops, colorful 
and slightly cartoonish, yet 
definitely sincere. ▼ 


Paved Paradise 

Josie's Cabaret, through July 4 

861-7933 

















Film 


Blood 

Soup 

by Jim Coughenour 

T he sensational open¬ 
ing of Being at Home 
with Claude promis¬ 
es everything —beau¬ 
ty, passion, blood. Director 
Jean Boudin’s camera sweeps 
across the sweltering radiance 
of Montreal on a summer 
night, recalling the cinemato¬ 
graphic splendor of Woody 
Allen’s Manhattan, but the 
mood is more dangerous, the 
score more hectic. 

Sweating crowds surge 
through the streets; a jazz fes¬ 
tival is in full swing. Sudden¬ 
ly the camera cuts to a dark¬ 
ened apartment, a kitchen 
table laden with untouched 
pasta, bread, and wine. On 
the floor two beautiful men 
are fucking, beads of perspira¬ 
tion spooling from their per¬ 
fect features. The camera 
whips us back and forth, city 
to apartment, bebop to pant¬ 
ing, ricochetting tow2U‘d a cli¬ 
max. 

Then the idiocy begins. 
The camera traces the de¬ 
scent of an empty wine glass 
shaken from the table, and 
watches it shatter in slow mo¬ 
tion, inches from the rocking 
lovers. Next comes the knife 
— not a butter or bread knife, 
but an ominously whetted 
cleaver — bouncing even clos¬ 
er to the bodies. The tension 
builds, the men come togeth¬ 
er, then the inevitable occurs. 
The eyes of the handsome top 
glide toward the knife; he 
picks it up and slashes the 
jugular of his hapless partner. 
Black blood arcs across their 
chests and into the marinara 
before it splatters against the 
wall. 

Best Laid Plans 

The opening grabs you by 
the throat (as it were), but it 
also feels contrived. Even as 
we watch the escaping killer 
push his way through the 
crowd — until he collapses, 
breathless, against his film 
noir backdrop — we can’t help 
wondering: what was that 
cleaver doing on the table? 
How al dente was that pasta? 
Or was the murderer just into 
body fluids? There’s some¬ 
thing gratuitous about this 
whole adventure. 

But, hell, the killer’s beau¬ 
tiful, so we’re willing to for¬ 
give almost anything. He’s 
Roy Dupuis, a French-Canadi- 
an TV idol. And no matter 
how silly the movie gets, 
Dupuis steals every scene — 
which may explain why we’re 
left with nothing when the 
movie’s over. 

Regrettably, nothing in the 
rest of the film lives up to its 
bloody beginning. The subse¬ 
quent action unfolds in the li¬ 
brary of the Palais de Justice, 
where Yves (Dupuis) is being 
interrogated by the Inspector 
(Jacques Godin) called in to 
solve this inexplicable crime 
passionnel. From this point 
on Being at Home with 
Claude betrays its origin as a 
static stage production: once 
we’re locked ip the library we 
never (except for agitated 
flashbacks) get out again. The 
action is entirely verbal, shut¬ 
tling from the Inspector’s 
moral outrage to Yves’ impas¬ 
sioned monologues, then back 
again. It’s all relentlessly “dra¬ 
matic.” 

I won’t explain why Yves 
murdered Claude, except to 



Roy Dupuis — actor as edible art 


The killer's so 
beautiful 
we're willing 
to forgive 
almost 
anything. 


say that I found his “reason” 
ludicrous. No matter — Being 
at Home with Claude is a 
film to be savored for its bod¬ 
ies, not its plot. 


Punk Love 

Dupuis is convincing as 
the punk hustler who falls in 
love with his john. His basic 
appeal is kinetic — he doesn’t 
walk around the library, he 
throws himself. He sulks 
against bookcases, hurls him¬ 
self against tables, spins, 
shudders, and flounces. He 
has the body of the ideal hus¬ 
tler, its lean muscular fluidity 
neither “gay” nor “straight” 
but purely seductive. 

Godin plays the Inspector 
as a kind of compassionate 


Kojak, the gruff but tender 
foil for Dupuis’ dance. 
Godin’s performance suffices. 

Jean-Francois Pichette ap¬ 
pears as Claude, the unfortu¬ 
nate host. Pichette plays the 
part of the innocent intellectu¬ 
al seduced by the jaded hus¬ 
tler perfectly. Again details 
are everything; the tentative 
way the two men look at each 
other, studying each other’s 
reactions, seeking each other’s 
eyes, lets us believe that 
they’re really falling in love. 
This doesn’t excuse the subse¬ 
quent bloodletting, but it 
helps. 

The most interesting as¬ 
pect of the film is its casting. 
I can’t imagine any American 
actor pitching himself into a 
role as unabashedly homo¬ 
erotic as Dupuis’. By compar¬ 
ison our Hollywood studs 
look prudish, cowardly, and 
commercial. In a Tinseltown 
context, where the chaste em¬ 
braces of My Private Idaho 
are deemed avant-garde, the 
turbid passions of Being at 
Home with Claude don’t 
seem half as silly as they are. 

It’s enough to make you 
get out the knives. ▼ 


Being at Home With Claude 
Castro Theatre 
June 30 through July 7 
621-6120 


IQ\UlRRmDS\\iMQ\BQQHS 


RCA VICTOR 
IS BROADWAY 



RCA Victor won in every musical category including 
7 awards for Kiss of the Spider Woman, 

5 for Tommy and 1 for My Favorite Year 


KISS OF THE SPIDER WOMAN 


TOMMY 


MY FAVORITE YEAR 


KISS 


Ofltlf SPIDfP 

wonfin 

I ti E n u s I c fi L 


m 





11.99 CD 7.99 CS 


FOREVER PLAID 


AVAILABLE 7/13 2 CD 


SONDHEIM A CELEBRATION 
AT CARNEGIE HALL 


11.99 CD 7.99 CS 


PATTI LUPONE LIVE! 


Original Cast Recording 

, ♦ roWtos 




Glenn Close ‘Jerry Hadley 
Madeline Kahn • Liza Minnelli 
Bernadette Peters 

AND MORE 


PATTI 
L u P O N E 

COMPLETE 2 CD SET 





26.99 2 CD 14.99 2 CS 


26.99 2 CD 


SALE ENDS 

OPEN 9AM TO MIDNIGHT EVERYDAY! • TOP 25 ALWAYS ON SALE! • MAIL ORDER: 1-800-648-4844 (9AM-9PM E.S.T.) 7/6«3 


wm RlCQnnSWIffltQlBQQHS 


SAN FRANCISCO • SAN MATEO • MOUNTAIN VIEW • CAMPBELL • FREMONT 


DUBLIN • CONCORD • BERKELEY • EMERYVILLE • LARKSPUR 

SAN FRANCISCO SAN MATEO .2727 El Camino Real i DUBLIN row.. .6694 Amador Plaza Rd. BERKELEY.2510 Durant Ave. 

COLUMBUS&BAY.near Fistiermans Wharf towerbooks .2727 El Camino Ron Off 580 near The Good Guys ^ ... TOWERVIDEO <«N.«i«ibTo.opii. 2589 Tategrtph Ay*. 

MARKET4NOE.in the Castro District MOUNTAIN VIEW.630 San Antonio Rd. F"EMONT...b««.»-.io««,. .^4118 Fremont Hub Twre^LA^ra 

- _ I - - .. Pass Rd. EMERYVILLE...oPtN.o«.To.»« ...5703 Chnsbe Ave. 

low Pat* no. I Powell Street Plaza next to CIrcuH city 


STONESTOWN GALLERIA next to EmS^Kim I tower books . .830 San Antonio Rd. I 

LARKSPUR.r>»<«iiD«w-20eoRednoodHwyr«erCa8l+l CAMPBELL.1900 S. Bascom Ave. ' 
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UNPREDICTABLE! 

A DIFFERENT WINNER EVERY NIGHT! 


Tickets & Information: 

415-989-SHOW (Box Office) • 510-762-.adS5' 

Tickets available at the Post St. Palace Theatre Box Office and at 
^1* Centers, including The Wherehouse, Tower Records/VMeo 

Presented by Alyssa and Audrey DiFilippo by special arrangement with Jonathan Scharer. 


Earthbound angels; (left to right) Tim Flanagan, Steven Cosson, Brent HollandiPhoto: Steve savage) 


Uneasy Laughter at Theatre Rhino 

The Naked and the Doomed 


by Jerry Metzker 

I n Punch and Judy pup¬ 
pet shows, Punch al¬ 
ways emerges victori¬ 
ous, despite his cruelty, 
despite his debauchery, and 
despite his senseless violence. 
The character murders his 
child, then his wife, then ev¬ 
eryone else he meets along 
his way; he outwits the hang¬ 
man (by reversing their roles) 
and eventually overcomes the 
devil to take over hell itself. 

That the character who 
plays the Punch role — also 
called Mr. Frick in James Car- 
roll Pickett’s Queen of Angels 
— succumbs to AIDS is only 
one of the author’s exquisite 
ironies in this phantasmagoria 
of gay life, which is per¬ 
formed in all its raw and 
sometimes literally naked 
splendor by a terrific cast un¬ 
der Kelly Hill’s direction. 

The vignettes featuring the 
Punch/Frick character are in¬ 
terspersed among scenes that 
tell the story of Max, a poet 
and bumbler who is over¬ 
whelmed by existential angst. 
Given the opportunity early 
in the play to hang himself. 
Max eagerly embraces death, 
only to have death reject him. 
He is, as he laments, “sen¬ 
tenced to life when all I loved 
are dead.’’ 

Odyssey of the Mind 

After being rejected by 
death. Max’s subsequent jour¬ 
ney becomes the focus of this 
adaptation of the Orpheus 
myth. In order to retrieve his 
former lover Tobias, Max is 
guided into the netherworld 
of his own memory. In the 
process of making this per¬ 
sonal journey inward. Max 
becomes the archetypal sym¬ 
bol of the gay man. 

Max is soon confronted by 
the Queen of Angels. In a vir¬ 
tuoso performance reminis¬ 
cent of a Beach Blanket 
Babylon caricature or the 
fighting divas of Death Be¬ 
comes Her, Brent Holland (as 
the Queen) attacks Max with 
a barrage of verbal abuse. 
The Queen, who exists only 
inside Max’s head, possesses 
the power of language over 
Max. A dual-gendered, former 
hustler and perpetual tormen¬ 


tor, the Queen can only 
mount verbal assaults. Ruling 
the domain of Max’s 
thoughts, she/he preserves the 
memory of Max’s cast-off 
lovers (of which the Queen is 
one), cleans them up and 
maintains a fragile comfort 
zone — that is, until Max com¬ 
mits an act of civil disobedi¬ 
ence by attempting to retrieve 
Tobias from the realm of 
memory. 

In front of the bitter 
Queen, Max becomes all sin¬ 
cere affection and kindness. 
All Max wants is Tobias, and 
Tobias still wants Max. I 
won’t give away the conclu¬ 
sion any more than to say 
that this is the Orpheus myth 
with a gay twist. 

Circus Motif 

Playwright Pickett places 
the action of his play in a car¬ 
nival sideshow, and although 
filled with terrific insight and 
exquisite ironies, the play pre¬ 
sents the life of the gay man 
as something tragic and 
melancholy. This comes 
through not only in Max’s 
search, but in the Punch and 
Judy interludes, as well as in 
other monologues inter¬ 
spersed within the play. The 
pursuit of love is consistently 


overwhelmed by the immedi¬ 
acy of lust; the enjoyment of 
life is always superseded by 
loss. 

The opening night audi¬ 
ence loved the play, and in¬ 
deed, many of its component 
parts are noteworthy, includ¬ 
ing Pickett and composer Jon 
Cohen’s cabaret-style son^. 
This production boasts a solid 
and energetic cast that fea¬ 
tures Timothy Flanagan as 
Max, Mario Mondelli as the 
Showman, David Bicha as 
Frik, Mart McChesney as 
Frak, and Ron Johnson, Jr. as 
El Coyote — whose second act 
monologue is a terrific piece 
of performance all on its own. 
Kelly Hill’s direction extracts 
every sensitivity and burst of 
energy from the play and 
cast, uniting them adroitly un¬ 
der the sideshow tent. 

As a play of entertaining 
parts, Pickett has succeeded, 
but as a unified creation, this 
work presents a rather bleak 
treatise on gay life. Beneath 
the hilarity of the onstage 
events lies a subtext of unhap¬ 
piness that lingers long after 
the laughter has stopped. ▼ 


Queen of Angels 

Theatre Rhinoceros thru July 3 

(415) 861-5079 


Steve Cosson (right) meets The Queen (Brent Holland) 

(Photo: Steve Savage) 


NOW PLAYING! POST ST. PALACE THEATRE 

WED. & THU. AT 8:30PM • FRI.&SAT. ATT & 10PM • SUNAT3&8PM 


Theatre 




zvith Full Orchestra 

An Evening of Song & Dance 
Featuring Broadway, Hollywood 
and Popular Standards. 

Vincent Falcone 
ciwreKrapini by Walter Painter 
Directed by Alan Jolmson * 


Limited Engagement! 

JULY 1-10 

Evenings at 9pm (Doors open at 8pm) 

TICKETS NOW ON SALE AT 

WHEREHOUSE / TOWER 
Ttcfcisrs* 510-762-3uaSS 

AH tickets sub/mct to convonlonco too. 

For Information Call (415) 474-0365 

BIMBO'S 365 CLUB 
1025 Columbus Avenue 


LESBIAN/GAY CHORUS OF SAN FRANCISCO 

Pat Parr, Artistic Director 


FRIDAY 
JUNE 25 

HERBST 

THEATRE 

8:00 PM 


PRIDE 

CONCERT 


TICKETS: 
$50 Sponsor 
$15 Orchestra 
$10 Balcony 


GUEST ARTISTS: Pre-Concert Reception fw 

San Francisco Gay Men's Chorus Sponsor Ticket Holders 

Winds of Freedom with Music by Menage 

VOICES; Bay Area Lesbian Choral Ensemble ^»****»*»*»*A 
The Rhythm Method j TICKETS: 

Available at City Box Office 

HOSTS. 

Gail Wilson 

Empress I. The Widow Nort(«, Jose 


Wheelchair Accessible 
Sign Language Interpreted 


141 Kearny Street, S.F. 

Charge by Phone: 415/3924400 

Le.sbian/Gay Choius of S.F. 

^ 415 / 861-7067 ^ 

Sponsored in part by Grants for the Arts and The Laine Family Fund 
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Call now! Our therapist's couch books up early, and we want you to be comfortable. The sooner 
you reserve, the sooner you can lie down with one of our helpful, crazy staff. Call: (415) 885-2800 

_ The doctor will see you now... 


at the Plush Room Cabaret 

940 Sutter • Thursday, Friday, Saturday • 8:OOpm 


Don't despair! It's never 
too late for therapy! 

"Once 'Beyond Therapy,' laughter's the only cure.” 
-San Francisco Chronicle 


W We've got the cast the 

W ', ./'S critics are raving about! 

r ; \ "Blond, muscled Mark Vaneslow looks like Arnold 

■. \ ^ Schwarzenegger's kid brother as a sexy waiter/leather 

S ' bB \ i hoy" -SF Chronicle. His "sheer physical beauty (is) 

B ■' ^ s striking... his studly image lingers in the imagination." 

|L J-'’- ^ Jerry Walker gives "an excellent, hysterical 

B ^ performance” -KGO Radio. He's "hilarious. Whenever 

' W BV he's on stage, the level of farce and fhe force of belly 

Hmf ' laughs increase by palpable degrees."-6.4.fl. He's 

nHOl ^ 'tunny... speaking volumes with a damning lift of his 

brow, a dismissive curl of the lip and a defiant hand on 

^ hisa Joffroy is "fhe most charming of all, a wry comic 

find." -SF Chronicle in a performance that is "beautifully 

^ an arrogant Rush^ Limbaugh bray" -SF Chronicle, "an 
, 1 . over t e top artin u . enttnel 

' r Pamela Murphy is "a dizzying delight" -Sentinel. She's 

MBi ilB' ^ laughable but lovable... a delightful cross between 

'■ x JHII ■HU I Doris Day and Sally Jesse Raphael."-6.A.R 

S ' Steve Lee "holds the center of attention as a stolid 

' I clown." -B.A.R. a "guy who becomes bisexual to double 
* , I his chances of getting a date" -Sentinel 

And the show that leaves you gasping! 

"A farce for the 90's. An outrageous, hilarious comedy. Should continue for a long run, I recommend it." 

-KGO Radio 

A "cheery and consistently amusing production. This show may be the city's best-kept, long-running secret. 
The fast pace of the show keeps the devastating dialogue crisply popping in a steady crackle of snippy banter 
that satirizes the earnest gibberish of singles, makes clowns of shrinks and takes a few withering swipes at 
bitchy gayspeak, rich in nasty innuendo. The verbal jousting is wacky but incisive, a little like listening to a 

twisted Noel Coward comedy." -SF Chronicle 

"A highly polished production... should be at the Plush Room for a long time. As Made in America Its blacks 
and whites laugh at themselves and each other. Beyond Therapy does the same for gays and straights. The 
mixed audience it draws is the key to its San Francisco success." -Sentinel 

"A rollicking laugh riot of emotional instability, the hilarity of befuddled psychiatrists, and the human burlesque 
that is hetero and homosexuality. The play is beautifully realized under the inspired direction of cast member 
Jerry Walker and rousingly performed by a crack ensemble. A full evening of non-stop hilarity. An intimate, 
slickly professional, wonderfully cacophonous fare in the key of psychosexual torture." -B.A.R. 


$5 from every ticket purchased at A Different Light (489 Castro) benefit Leland Avenue HIV/AIDS Residence and CUAV 
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Film 





Director Sally 
Potter's work 
remains true 
to the spirit of 
Virginia 
Woolf. 


Same Person, 
Different Sex 


Tilda Swinton, skirting the centuries in Orlando 


by Noreen C. Barnes 

O rlando is Sally Pot¬ 
ter’s lush, truly 
spectacular adapta¬ 
tion of Virginia 
Woolfs novel of a person 
whose life — as both male and 
female—spans four centuries. 
Androgyny, the magic of trav¬ 
eling through time without 
aging, a journey from solitude 
to self-fulfillment, and the 
shape-shifting of gender are 
all exquisitely realized in a 
story, that, when read, seems 
nearly impossible to film. 

Potter’s work remains true 
to the spirit of Woolf, al¬ 
though Potter does depart 
from the origincd plot. War 
brings about the sex change 
in Potter’s version, and the di¬ 
rector chooses to bypass Or¬ 
lando’s dilemma as an 18th- 
century woman who must se¬ 
cure her property through a 
male heir. 

Potter contemporizes the 
end of the story just as Woolf 
did, but whereas Woolfs ver¬ 
sion, a gift to her love Vita 
Sackville-West, ended in 1928, 
Potter extrapolates to the pre¬ 
sent, bringing it up to 1991. 

The glorious Tilda Swin¬ 
ton is Orlando, and her calm, 
clear, and frequently ironic 
eyes fill the screen. Despite 
the feminine appearance cul¬ 
tivated by Elizabethan men. 


there is “no doubt about his 
sex” the opening voice-over 
tells us. Orlando’s unflinching 
gaze back to the camera be¬ 
gins at the beginning, with a 
self-reference that continues 
throughout the film, disrupt¬ 
ing whatever world he/she in¬ 
habits throughout his/her 
journey through four cen¬ 
turies. Swinton’s sly, self-pos¬ 
sessed asides comment on a 
lost love (“It never would 
have worked”), critique a per¬ 
formance of Othello (“terrific 
play”), or suppress a startled 
response to a transformed 
body by a simple, “Same per¬ 
son, just a different sex.” 

Ultimate Queen 

Quentin Crisp appears as 
Elizabeth I — the ultimate 
queen as the Queen — who 
names Orlando as her mascot 
and favorite, gifts him with 
property, and commands “do 
not fade, do not wither, do 
not grow old.” The old gay 
man as woman and the young 
woman as man illuminate 
both gender as a sort of cos¬ 
tume to be taken on and off 
and the ability we all possess 
to discover our other gen¬ 
dered self — and to play with 
it. 

Woolfs original epic. Pot¬ 
ter’s sprawling vision, and 
Alexei Rodionov’s gorgeous 


cinematography blend in a 
different palette of colors — in 
both temperament and tex¬ 
ture — for each titled time pe¬ 
riod, an inversion of the life 
cycle, traveling from “Death” 
to “Birth” in Orlando’s hop¬ 
scotch through history. The 
ambers of 1600 give way to 


mid-17th century blues, to the 
desert whites of the 1700’s 
“Politics,” to the pastels 
shades of mid-18th century 
“Society” and the brittle wit 
of the Lady Orlemdo’s debate 
with Swift, Addison, and 
Pope. 

In 1610, “Love” marks the 
revelries on the frozen 
Thames, as Orlando loses 
both his fiancee and the Cos¬ 
sack (Charlotte Valandrey) he 
courts. The cross-gender cast¬ 
ing cannot obscure what 
might be termed the “lesbian 
wish fulfillment” of the 
steamy affair amidst the ice. 

Orlando, lover of poetry 
and solitude perhaps more 
than any other person, gives 
in to the paranoid conspiracy 
theories and hypochondria of 
Nick Greene (Heathcote 
Williams) and becomes the 
poet’s patron, despite 
Greene’s taunting criticism of 
Orlando’s own efforts to 
write. 


Sappy Romance 

Orlando simply defies time 
and its gravity, slips into an¬ 
other gender with ease, as 
others ponder how and 
whether to acknowledge the 
change. Only Harry (John 
Wood), attracted to Orlando, 
declares that Orlando is “the 
perfection of your sex, 
whether male or female,” is 
willing to tolerate Orlando’s 
“ambiguous sexuality,” and 
offers marriage. She refuses 
and flees into a topiary maze. 


collapsing into the next centu¬ 
ry and a sappy romantic inter¬ 
lude with an American adven¬ 
turer (Billy Zane), who pur¬ 
sues freedom “unfettered by 
position or possession.” 

She loses him but has his 
child after a century-long 
pregnancy spanning two 
world wars and the assault of 
high technology. A single 
mother of the ’90s, whose life 
is captured by her daughter 
on camcorder, Orlando is no 
longer trapped by a gendered 
destiny. 

How appropriate, too, that 
Jimmy Somerville appears as 
an Elizabethan singer and 
modern angel, providing cele¬ 
bratory parentheses for Orlan¬ 
do’s journey. 

Now, when gender issues 
are on the cutting edge of cul¬ 
tural discourse and nearly ev¬ 
ery academic discipline, the 
concept of transforming gen¬ 
der effortlessly, without it be¬ 
ing remarkable, is quite aston¬ 
ishing to behold. It’s nice to 
see a smart and witty treat¬ 
ment of renewed gender 
trendiness. Although all of 
Orlando’s love affairs are het¬ 
erosexual ones (no matter 
what gender Orlando hap¬ 
pens to be), what is critical is 
the notion that love knows no 
gender — and it is not the 
givens of nature as much as 
the trappings of nurture that 
are obstacles to fulfillment. ▼ 

Editor's Note: Orlando opens 
at the Lumiere (885-3200) on 
June 25. 


John Wood (left) and the male Orlando (Tilda Swinton) 
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FOR GAY PRIDE WEEK 


THEATER I 77n.inNFS I Y 


VISIT THE I 
HOTHOUSE! 


AND RE-LIVE 
THE DAYS OF 
"SAVAGES" 


HOLD ONTO YOUR 
SEATS! IT'S GOING 
TO BE A BUMPY 
RIDEI 

JUNE 24, 25&26 


[$5 BE PROUdF] [$e JOCKSlI r$5 tuesdaysm 

■ Anv Gov'f Emnlm/AA ■ ^ iAr.»h ! ! Prosont All Day 1 
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I - Present All Day 

I Tubs - See Amateur 

■ I Oils Show at 6pm! 


HOT HOUSE EVERY FRI & SAT FROM 12:01 TO 6:00 AM 
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On March 27, 1993, over 2,500 people 
filled Davies Symphony Hall to hear the 

SAN FRANCISCO GAY MEN'S CHORUS 

in the first concert of their joyous 
15th Anniversary Season 



Now^ this 
extraordinary 


experience 
can be yours. 


Featuring works by Brahms^ Mozart, Bernstein, and 
resident composer Robert Seeley with full orchestra 

AVAILABLE GAY PRIDE WEEKEND IN 
THE FOLLOWING STORES: 

• Tower Records @ Market & Noe • 

• A Different Light Bookstore, 489 Castro Street • 

• Under One Roof, 2362 Market Street • 

• All San Francisco Wherehouse outlets • 

Or via mail order by calling the Chorus at 415.863.4472 

Don't miss the SFGMC in concert: Featuring: 


The Boston Gay Men's Chorus 

The Portland Gay Men's Chorus 

The Northern California premiere of Hidden Legacies 



JULY 10 at Davies Symphony Hall 
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THERE1 A MOON 
OUT TO JICHT. .. 


"I want to 
flood the 
audience with 
pleasure 
visually so 
that the 
endorphins 
kick in and 
they start to 
twinkle all 
over." 

—SallyPotter 


A CABARET BENEFrr FOR 
PROJECT OPEN HAND 


Subversive Pleasure 

Sally Potter Wants Audiences to 

Feel Her Imagery 'Literally in Their Bones' 


Director Sally Potter (left) and Orlando's Queen Elizabeth I, 
Quentin Crisp 


pens, I want to know why, I 
want to understand it, I want to 
know how it can be redeemed. 
Where it came from, if there’s 
some sort of logic to it. 

I don’t like to think that it 
all comes down to hands-of- 
god fatalism, though. To force 
an audience into a sort of 
hopeless passivity seems com¬ 
pletely unuseful, even if like 
everyone else I sometimes get 
into a bath and weep with the 
awfulness of it all. But then I 
like to get out of the bath and 
have a cold shower and see 
what can be done. 

Your film makes the case 
that breaking down gender 
barriers will be beneficial to 
all. 

The whole film is made 
from the premise that the hu¬ 
man race is divided into two 
genders for the purpose of re¬ 
production and very little 
else, and that most all of mas¬ 
culinity and femininity is 
learned or acquired, practiced 
— highly arbitrary. 

What were your instructions 
to Tilda Swinton about 
playing Orlando as a man 
versus a woman? 

The film was about Orlan¬ 
do the person, not a man or a 
woman. As an individual with 
certain qualities of innocence, 
failure — an anti-hero or anti¬ 
heroine, a misfit, an outsider. 
Orlando is about all of us, 
about being born into families 
or social groups and then 
finding that we’re expected to 
behave or act a certain way. 
The emphasis was always on 
the difference between the es¬ 
sential self and the self you’re 
expected to be. 

Did you have any particular 
awareness of transgender 
imagery throughout cinema 
history? 

During the development of 
Orlando, there was a series 
at the National Film Theatre 
in London of films with wom¬ 
en playing men. Tilda and I 
went to as many of those as 
we could. Garbo, Dietrich, 
Louise Brooks — we learned a 
lot from watching them. 
Some very specific technical 
things about what to concen¬ 
trate on and what not to. 
What happens if you go ex¬ 
cessively butch or have the 
actor show facial hair or other 
obvious characteristics. 

You clearly decided against 
the latter with Orlando. 

In those films with a wom¬ 
an playing a man, I found my¬ 
self looking to see if the mus¬ 
tache was on correctly, 
whether the glue was show¬ 
ing or not. That confirmed 


my suspicion that it was bet¬ 
ter to work with the audi¬ 
ence’s willing suspension of 
disbelief and not worry about 
the outer codes. 

Representing the essential 
self on the screen has more to 
do with the codes of acting 
than gender. The camera, by 
enlarging the human face, 
puts a whole set of facial mus¬ 
cles on display that we don’t 
normally get access to, so the 
audience can “read” the tini¬ 
est twitch of a muscle of the 
jawbone as danger or tension, 
agreement or disagreement. 

We’re talking about a very 
subtle vocabulary. I think that 
those actors who are very 
skillful develop a kind of 
transparency on the screen 
that allows us direct access to 
their essential self. Of course 
it’s a deeply constructed one — 
using light, make-up, clothes, 
all manner of things to create 
this apparently transparent es¬ 
sential self. 

Your last statement is a re¬ 
minder that all the informa¬ 
tion in a film doesn’t just 
come through the “story.” 

Or just through the actor, 
because a lot of people who 
don’t know about film experi¬ 
ence it purely as embodied in 
the actor. 

You open Orlando with the 
camera swaying, to say 
right at the top, “This is a 
story about fluidity.” 

Fluidity is a good word to 
apply to the gender issue, too. 
That seamlessness. 

This theme is central to 
The Crying Game, another 
film that has captured imag¬ 
inations here and in Europe. 

Ideas about gender are not 
fixed in stone. They’ve 
changed throughout history. 
In the Elizabethan period the 
manly characteristics were to 
be very droopy, rather pale, 
and interested in poetry, with 
a disposition toward melan¬ 
choly. These would now be 
thought of as fey or feminine 
characteristics. 

You said at the San Francis¬ 
co International Film Festi¬ 
val screening of Orlando 
that as a woman filmmaker 
you felt yourself to be an 
ally of filmmakers of color. 
How so? 

The present power struc¬ 
ture distorts all of us. Women 
and people of color continual¬ 
ly have to struggle to get 
their hands on the means of 
production to get the practice, 
to become expert at creating 
films as powerful, as enter¬ 
taining as what’s out there 

(Continued on next page) 


lessness, negativity, and de¬ 
spair — and part of the vision 
that is presented by most gov¬ 
ernments to most peoples of 
the world is that change is 
not possible. 

My goal is to try to reverse 
that, to use art to give a sense 
of empowerment, however 
obliquely. You can do it in a 
documentary very polemical¬ 
ly, but I think the job of fic¬ 
tion is to do it very subtly, so 
that people come out feeling 
the joy of living literally in 
their bones. I want to flood 
the audience with pleasure vi¬ 
sually so that the endorphins 
kick in and they start to twin¬ 
kle all over. 

If the content that’s going 
along with that pleasure im¬ 
plies subtle messages of the 
possibility of chcinge, or lends 
dignity to those that have not 
been dignified, or gives a 
voice to those who have been 
silent — all these gently sub¬ 
versive things — hopefully a 
person can go out of the cine¬ 
ma and take the steps they 
need in their lives. You can’t 
exaggerate what cinema can 
do, but neither do I think you 
should underestimate what it 
can do, all of those subtle to- 
the-bone levels. 

I presume this isn’t to say you 
want to ignore the fact... 

That the world is a nega¬ 
tive place? I’m deeply inter¬ 
ested in it because I’ve expe¬ 


rienced it. (Laughs.) But I’m 
not interested in presenting it 
without some context of un¬ 
derstanding or in just repro¬ 
ducing negativity. 

If something awful hap- 


MUSICAL DIRECTOR/ACCOMPANIST 

RICK SANTAMARIA 

JOSIE'S CABARET & JUICE JOINT 
3583 16TH ST. (AT MARKET) 

FQR RESERVATIONS CALL 415-861 -7933 

TUES. JUNE 29TH 8:00PM $10.00 


by Daniel Mangin 


O n a Sunday after¬ 
noon in May, Or¬ 
lando director Sal¬ 
ly Potter 2 ind I are 
discussing “life sucks and 
then you die” films — some of 
which we agree are quite pro¬ 
ficient aesthetically. I tell her 
I’ve become glum lately, won¬ 
dering if the cinema really 
can change people’s ways of 
seeing and being or whether 
the present-day output will 
just turn out to be a record of 
the disintegration of our civi¬ 
lization. 

Her response to a torrent 
of melancholic queries and 
speculations is immensely 
cheering, almost as much as 
her movie itself. 


Daniel Mangin :... I don’t be¬ 
lieve in ignoring the nega¬ 
tive aspects to life, but cu¬ 
mulatively these images do 
have power and I wonder 
what the consequences are 
of having these kinds of im¬ 
ages before us. Why are au¬ 
diences attracted to them? 
Do they galvanize us to ac¬ 
tion or paralyze us? What is 
your responsibility as an 
artist? 


COME SHARE AN EVENING OF 
LAUGHTER & SONG 

WITH 

DAVID SALINAS, JULIA MADDEN, 
GEORGANNA REIS, DENE LARSON 

"DREAMING IN COLOR " 


Sally Potter; I feel a kind 
of obligation, that it’s part of 
my task to present an opti¬ 
mistic view of the future be¬ 
cause there is so much hope¬ 
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now, films that people really 
want to see but which present 
different values, different 
ways of moving through the 
world. 

Your earlier work was more 
experimental. What have 
you learned over the years 
about getting your ideas 
across in fiction? 

I’ve learned a lot from sit¬ 
ting with audiences as they 
watch my films. About tim¬ 
ing, what you need to do to 
keep an audience in the palm 
of your hand while saying 
what you want to say, listen¬ 
ing for reactions to a particu¬ 
lar shot or sequence. How 
long to hold a shot and how 
not to linger too much, so 
that you as an audience mem¬ 
ber feel you might have 
missed a treat instead of hav¬ 
ing absorbed everything and 
now you’re bored. 

This is simply a matter of 
skill. The skill of entertain¬ 
ment. I’m excited by the idea 
of breaking through to a 
mainstream audience with in¬ 
tensely radical ideas. ▼ 


Free Trees 


T he Friends of the Ur¬ 
ban Forest (FUF) is 
making a one-time- 
only grant of 120 free 
trees (worth $200 each) to Cas¬ 
tro area residents. The area 
eligible for free trees extends 
from Castro to Church, and 
Market to 19th streets. The 
deadline for completed appli¬ 
cations is June 28. 

If the request for a tree 
does not come from the prop¬ 
erty owner, the owner’s con¬ 
sent will be required before 
any tree can be planted. For 
more information, call Peter 
Philipp at 626-4366 or FUF at 
543-5000. ▼ 
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Theatre 


Jon Robin Baitz's 'The Substance of Fire' 

Family Affair 


by Chad Jones 

I n The Substance of Fire, 
gay playwright Jon 
Robin Baitz has crafted 
a play of compelling in¬ 
tellect, heated drama, and 
deft characterization. The 
play is currently enjoying its 
Northern California premiere 
in director John C Fletcher’s 
intimately and intensely real¬ 
ized production at the Magic 
Theatre. That the play’s sec¬ 
ond act lacks the burning in¬ 
tensity of the first matters 
very little in view of Baitz’s 
tight, zingfy dialogue and 
some excellent performances 
from the cast of five. 

As a dramatist, Baitz is at 
his finest when creating taut 
scenes for the ensemble. The 
lesser second act mainly fo¬ 
cuses on only two characters, 
but the shimmering first act 
centers on the family dynam¬ 
ics surrounding patriarch 
Isaac Geldhart, an anachronis¬ 
tic New York publisher of 
tomes such as Hobson-Jobson. 
A Glossary of Colloquial An¬ 


glo-Indian Words, and his 
children. With his business 
sinking into bankruptcy un¬ 
der the weight of its academ¬ 
ic, best-seller-less catalog, 
Isaac’s two sons and his 
daughter attempt to wrangle 
the business away from him. 
To say Isaac Geldhart is a 
curmudgeon and dysfunction¬ 
al parent is a hearty under¬ 
statement. He verbally evis¬ 
cerates each one of his chil¬ 
dren with beautifully con¬ 
structed insults and belittles 
them with clever literary as¬ 
persions tinged with poi¬ 
sonous poetry. 

Pitting ambitious youth 
against stubborn age, Baitz 
turns this family battle into a 
war of words with modern so¬ 
ciety as its battleground. Isaac 
argues that his published 
works might be out of place 
in today’s world, but today’s 
world is devoid of much-need¬ 
ed silences, filled instead with 
white noise cuid fireworks. 
The children argue that Isaac 
has devoted himself to words 
and books, shutting them out 


Scott Freeman (left) and Ken Ruta in The Substance of Fire 

(Photo: David Allen) 


along with the rest of the 
noisy world. It’s a bitter war, 
but the beauty of it is that 
Baitz has created a war in 
which both sides are right. 

Bombastic Character 

As Isaac, Ken Ruta paints 
a bombastic character in 
broad strokes. His booming 
voice and towering presence 


create the image of a mon¬ 
ster, but often he holds back 
just enough to keep Isaac 
from becoming too horrible. 
Ruta’s Isaac is clearly a man 
uncomfortable with life in 
contemporary society. To 
watch Isaac rip his children to 
shreds in the first act is to 
watch an actor savoring a 
beautifully written role. 


Most notable of the three 
children is Andrew Dolain as 
introspective middle kid Mar¬ 
tin. Bespectacled, sloppy and 
more in touch with life than 
any of his family members, 
Dolan’s Martin is an ideal foil 
for the bellowing Isaac. Dolan 
captures Martin’s tortured hu¬ 
manity that turns easily from 
rage to gentle understanding. 

After the blazing ferocity 
of the first act, the anemic 
second act turns The Sub¬ 
stance of Fire into a one-act 
dazzler with an unfortunately 
long coda. Act II takes place 
three-and-a-half years after 
the battle for the publishing 
house. Isaac is teetering on 
the edge of senility and must 
prove his competence to 
Marge the social worker (nice¬ 
ly portrayed by Frances Lee 
McCain). It’s a mistake for 
Baitz to leave the children al¬ 
most entirely out of the act. 
Martin appears briefly, but 
the emphcisis has shifted to 
Isaac and Marge, leaving the 
audience to grasp for through 
lines. Baitz still supplies some 
snappy dialogue, but his Fire 
flickers and is nearly extin¬ 
guished. ▼ 


The Substance of Fire 
Magic Theatre, through July 11 
441-8822 

















Theatre 


Holly Near: 

The Art and Politics of Inclusion 


by Noreen C. Barnes 

I met with performer- 
songwriter and activist 
Holly Near at the Stage 
Door Theatre, where her 
show, Fire in the Rain ... 
Singer in the Storm, was 
preparing to open. Through¬ 
out our breakfast conversation, 
I was struck by her ease, open¬ 
ness, vibrancy, and honesty, 
and charmed by her clear, 
steady blue eyes, the color of 
the water off Napili, set off by 
a muted olive jacket and that 
glorious red hair. 

We spoke about language 
and gay/lesbian identity, the 
community, her theatre piece, 
her years of “cultural work,” 
and plans for the future. We 
talked about the labels of les¬ 
bian and gay, of political affil¬ 
iations and personal affec¬ 
tions, of gender stereotyping. 


“One can’t categorize when 
we speak of ‘woman,’ “ she 
said, pointing out that while 
there are women like Jeanne 
Kirkpatrick and Margaret 
Thatcher, there also are some 
men who “carry the best of 
female sensibilities.” 

“I have no interest in mak¬ 
ing assumptions anymore,” 
she remarked, citing labels as 
“linguistic shortcuts to a 
point” that have been substi¬ 
tuted for taking the time to 
try to understand and connect 
with each other. Facile termi¬ 
nology has replaced commu¬ 
nication in an age of deterio¬ 
rating language, according to 
Near, who is fascinated with 
our need to assign a designa¬ 
tion to every person and rela¬ 
tionship. She stated, “I have 
friends in their sixties, two 
women who are the best of 
friends. They are not lesbian. 
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but they are companions. 
They do everything together 
and they have a relationship. 
What do we call them?” 

Also, “celibate women 
identify themselves as les¬ 
bian,” she observed. “People 
have language problems.” 

This is inexorably linked 
to a paucity of positive im¬ 
ages of lesbians in the culture: 
“Lesbians don’t get to walk 
out the door and look up at a 
billboard with them on it. 
Lesbians can’t turn on the TV 
and see a sitcom validate 
their lives, or hear lesbian 
love songs on the radio. Be¬ 
fore two years ago, you 
couldn’t count on one hand 
the ‘out’ lesbians — Martina, 
k.d., Melissa Etheridge — and 
now you can add Roberta 
Achtenberg” to the list of na¬ 
tionally known, high-visibility 
lesbians. 

Clinging Mentality 

“We have this mentality of 
clinging because there is so 
little for us — and when you 
shift it’s a huge threat.” That 
shift, a political lesbisui iden¬ 
tification occasionally being at 
odds with personal romantic 
choices, is one that she noted 
that “if we were in a society 
of abundance, no one would 
even notice.” 



"I can't be 
responsible 
for everyone's 
fantasy of me. 
I do act out of 
a place of 
responsibility." 
—Holly Near 


Holly Near (Photo; Jay Thompson) 


“I can’t be responsible for 
everyone’s fantasy of me. I do 
act out of a place of responsi¬ 
bility.” For Near, it’s “more 
important where we stand in 
the world; it’s more important 
than who I sleep with.” She 
laughed, “I wish I had all the 
free time to actually have all 
the sexual activity people 
think I do.” 

(Continued on next page) 



Holly Near in Fire in the Rain . . . Singer in the Storm 


(Photo: Jay Thompson) 
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Near continued, “Hetero¬ 
sexuality gets promoted all 
the time. Let’s just stop talk¬ 
ing about it. What we should 
be concerned about instead,’’ 
she explained, is “gay bash¬ 
ing, children being taken 
away from lesbian mothers. 
There’s a bigger enemy out 
there.” Which is, in part, 
what her show deals with — 
that the trivial details are not 
as important as the big pic¬ 
ture. 

We spoke about the politi¬ 
cal in-fighting of the gay and 
lesbian community in the Bay 
Area, something that Near in 
her travels observed “that 
people in other parts of the 
country cannot afford.” While 
enjoying the “outrageousness 
of the Bay Area,” she noted 
that in other places, “people 
are just hanging on.” Her per¬ 
formance, her journey, ad¬ 
dresses these very questions. 
It ranges from her being a 
“kid off the farm being 
rocked by the world,” going 
to Holl 5 rwood, a first record 
contract, and being told by a 
producer she’d never make it 
in the business because “there 
was no element of submission 
in my voice.” 

It’s a personal story that 
also honors the last 30 years 
of peace activism and the hu¬ 
man rights movement. And 
Near is emphatic about “how 
the Reagan era did its very 
best to destroy every aspect 
of it. Then we started to 
blame ourselves and each oth¬ 
er for what happened. Will 
history ever add up all the 
catastrophes that can be laid 
at his feet?” 

Although “Fire in the Rain 
...’’covers a lot of time and 
territory. Near maintained 
that she’s “not pretending to 


do a history of the world. I’ll 
leave that to Anna Deavere 
Smith.” 

This play also celebrates 
the rich culture that sprang 
from the lesbian community— 
the literature, poetry, and mu¬ 
sic — nearly two decades of 
prolific work. Near stressed 
that the community is experi¬ 
encing its own devastation — 
breast cancer — and hoped 
that the lesbian culture can 
hold on to feminist perspec¬ 
tives as well as to a life-af¬ 
firming sense of humor. 


Critical Component 

Laughter does not have to 
be at the expense of each oth¬ 
er, she said, citing Lily Tom¬ 
lin and Kate Clinton as two 
funny women who illuminate 
the world through laughter in 
the best possible way. Near 
regards a comic sensibility as 
a critical component in per¬ 


formance: “I look at the mis¬ 
takes I’ve made, and I’m able 
to laugh at myself,” and so 
her audience is able to laugh 
with her. 

“My piece does not de¬ 
mand agreement” — only that 
we consider what she says. 
“It’s a play with music, but 
not one of my concerts,” she 
cautioned. 

In San Francisco, the chal¬ 
lenge is to reach the range of 
people here, “from the Berke¬ 
ley radical to the tourist who 
comes to ride the cable car.” 
Near is confident that most 
will like her work, except 
perhaps those “uncomfortable 
with the language.” For ex¬ 
ample, she said, “If you can’t 
handle the word,” she paused 
— and I wasn’t sure what she 
was going to say — “ ‘geno¬ 
cide,’ then perhaps you may 
not.” 

After two years, she has 
come to regard the character 


she plays as “Her.” Near has 
found the ability to distance 
herself and thus get closer to 
“Her,” discovering “her” and 
her own vulnerabilities. 
Near’s performance is direct¬ 
ed by her sister, Timothy, the 
artistic director of the San 
Jose Repertory Theatre. Holly 
said that Timothy saved her 
“from slipping into a rhetori¬ 
cal space” in the show by re¬ 
minding her to simply “tell 
the story. She kept Holly on 
track, steering her away from 
the solo performer’s trap of 
instructing the audience how 
to experience it. 

Near has discovered that 
many of her fans come to the 
show once, then bring other 
people back with them. She 
was astonished to see a family 
of five generations of women 
attend one night during her 
run at the Taper in Los Ange¬ 
les. After another perfor¬ 
mance, a conservative season 
subscriber told her that her 
work had helped him under¬ 
stand his estranged son’s 
choice to be involved with 
Greenpeace. She was moved 
by his decision to re-establish 
contact with his son as a re¬ 
sult of seeing her and is de¬ 
lighted that her work can 
have such an impact upon 
people. “If this is what can 
happen. I’m doing the right 
thing,” she said. Near recog¬ 
nizes the measure of “a good 
piece of theatre as one that, 
when you go out to coffee af¬ 
terward, you’re still talking 
about it.” 


Next Foray 

Beyond her plans to tour 
the show a little longer — it 
will be in New York in the 
fall — Near is open about her 
future. “I don’t really know 
what I’m going to do, and 
that’s kind of wonderful.” She 
does need vocal rest, and tries 
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to spend a lot of time in isola¬ 
tion and “being non-verbal.” 
She thinks that fiction writing 
— perhaps tackling a novel — 
will probably be her next for¬ 
ay. 

After over an hour had 
flown by, full of many other 
stories and anecdotes, I finally 
asked Near what she thought 
about the slogan, “The Year 
of the Queer,” for this week’s 
Pride Parade. Holly laughed 
and replied, “I’m glad I wasn’t 
on that committee.” She ob¬ 
served that our conversation 
had come full circle, that we 
were back to language. 

“What we really need,” she 
said, “is a word that says, ‘I 
believe in humanity reaching 
its full potential.’ We need a 
word that includes people 
who abhor racism, homopho¬ 
bia, sexism, people who be¬ 
lieve in children’s rights, who 
believe that everyone should 
have a home, that starvation 
is unacceptable, that educa¬ 
tion is critical — what is that 
word?” 

She admires the lesbian 
and gay community: “How 
bold we are! Sex threatens 
people, and most other move¬ 
ments have been unwilling to 
take it on.” She is particularly 
impressed by the work and 
energy of Torie Osborn, head 
of the National Gay and Les¬ 
bian Task Force. 

“ ‘The Year of the Queer’?” 
she concluded. “Sure, why 
not? Anytime there is an out- 
there thing, some people will 
be uncomfortable. It may not 
be my style, but the playing 
field has changed. People 
have put up with eu¬ 
phemisms for a long time, and 
there’s no one way to do 
things.” ▼ 

Editor’s Note: “Fire in the 
Rain ... Singer in the Storm” 
opens June 26 at the Stage 
Door Theatre. Call 749-2228 
for tickets and information. 
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Boob-TUbe 

Buffoonery 


by Chad Jones 

T ake a group of agile 
young performers 
whose brains have 
been addled by televi¬ 
sion-saturated childhoods, add 
some catchy tunes with clever 
lyrics, throw a campy gay 
wash over the whole produc¬ 
tion, and you get Not With¬ 
out My Nipples: The Made- 
for-TV Musical now playing 
at the Victoria Theatre. 

Sisters Faith and Jill 
Soloway, who brought us 
The Real Live Brady Bunch, 
have struck again. Their 
source material is still bad 
television, but this time their 
show is fresher, more origi¬ 
nal, and deliriously out of 
whack. 

Conceived and directed by 
Faith Soloway and Benjgunin 
Zook (another Brady ^um), 
and written by the entire cast 
of eight. Nipples is the story 
of one television producer’s 
“dream cast” brought together 
to film the still unfolding saga 
of a young girl holding her 
family hostage until she re¬ 
ceives breast-reduction 


surgery. It’s infotainment 
plucked from the headlines a 
la David Koresh and NBC’s 
immediate TV movie. 

While the suburban drama 
presses toward conclusion, 
the dream cast of television 
hacks — Meredith Baxter, Ju¬ 
dith Light, Joyce DeWitt, 
Gavin MacLeod, Elizabeth 
Ashley, Susan Ruttan, and 
Johnny Cash — has gathered at 
the lesbian producer’s Napa 
Valley home to await filming. 
The ripe-for-satire world of 
exploitative docudramas and 
the tenuous status of televi¬ 
sion celebrities are delightful¬ 
ly skewered in bit after funny 
bit, song after clever song (the 
music by Faith Soloway is 
dead-on pop soundtrack per¬ 
fect and the lyrics by ^ok 
and the cast are almost al¬ 
ways funny). 


Hilarious Hutsell 

Saturday Night Live cast 
member Melanie Hutsell, 
whose big break came when 
producers saw her playing 
Jan Brady in The Real Live 




2 COOL COOKBOOKS/ 
FOR 
THE 

SUMMER' 


Successful entertaining Is Just 
2 books away! THE FIRE 
BBQ & THE RAINED OUT BBQ 
are 2 unique ways of cooking this 
summer. Chicken, beef. fish, veggies & 
more! Grilled to perfection outdoors on your Are 

escape or other small cooking 
area — cooked to everyone's 
satisfaction in your oven or on your stove 
when It starts to rain. THE FIRE 
ESCAPE BBQ (ISBN # 1 
883849-00-4) — If you 
like to cook, love to 
entertain & don't 
have much room to do 
either & THE RAINED OUT 
BBQ (ISBN # 1-883849-01-2) 

— for prople who hate to cancel their plans! 

Just S4.95 each. Send check or money order 
today to; 946 PRESS. P.O. Box 640506. San 
Francisco. CA 04100. Please Include 81 shipping & handling 
per book. CA residents, please add 43f sales tax (per book). Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery. 




A MAN'S BARBERSHOP 

APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE AND NOT NECESSARY 

2195 MARKET/15 M-F 9:AM-10:PM 
(NEXTTO IMAGE LEATHER) SAT 9:AM-6:PM 
SF (415) 621-6448 SUN 11:AM-6:PM 
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Melanie Hutsell (left) and Jill Solloway in Not Without My Nipples! 

(Photo; Jerry Apodaca) 



Brady Bunch, proves in Nip¬ 
ples that she is more than a 
one-note sketch actress. Best 
known for her SNL cre¬ 
ations, Tori Spelling, Jan 
Brady, and the sorority girl, 
Hutsell has never been al¬ 
lowed much room for expan¬ 
sion. Playing Meredith Baxter 
(formerly Birney), Hutsell is 
non-stop hysterical. She 
doesn’t have a lot of depth as 
an actress, but she is a robust 
ham and is able to sustain her 
goofy energy for the full two- 
plus hours of the show. Hers 
is not a sophisticated breuid of 
humor, but it works and she 
is the brightest spot of an ex¬ 
tremely vibrant cast. 

Zook, the show’s co-cre¬ 
ator, is a howl in drag as Eliz¬ 
abeth Ashley, and Patrick 
Towne (yet another Brady 
alum) is a precisely buffoon- 
ish Gavin MacLeod with the 
former Murray Slaughter- 
Captain Stubing’s vocal inflec¬ 
tions copied to perfection. 


1 nings go wonderfully out 
of control when Johnny Cash 
and Gavin Macl^od become 
lovers and Elizabeth Ashley 
springs hits of ecstasy on the 
entire cast. The result is a ma¬ 
jor orgy and a musical mas¬ 
terpiece titled something like, 
“I Love It When You Lick Me 
Down There.” 

Just when you think the 
show is going to run out of 
steam, out come more sur¬ 
prises. Things begin to bog 
down in Act II when the 
“dream C2ist” goes through the 
motions of the television 
movie, which provides only 
intermittent laughs. Then, 
when things look bleeik, out 
pops “The People’s Pick 
Awards,” a tacky, self-congrat¬ 
ulatory television awards 
show. Tacky guest presenters 
from Tyne Daly to Barbara 
Eden to Billy Ray Cyrus pre¬ 
sent “Picky” awards to televi¬ 
sion’s most “deserving” per¬ 
sonalities. 


Things go 
wonderfully 
out of control 
when Johnny 
Cash and 
Gavin 
MacLeod 
become 
lovers. 


Of course, the entire cast 
of the “Not Without My Nip¬ 
ples” movie win awards. 
Though the pace begins to lag 
here and there, and not all 
the impersonations are quite 
right, the awards show allows 
the trifle of a plot to conclude 
the play with a bang. 

Not Without My Nipples 
is simply the best bet in town 
for boob-tube babies. ▼ 

Not Without My Nipples: 

The Made-for-TV Musical 
Victoria Theatre, open-ended run 
863-7576 



Party 

Naked 

Got those post-parade jit¬ 
ters? Want to release a lit¬ 
tle tension? The Naked 
Tribal Heat party is an all¬ 
nude, substance-free 
dance party with a 
distinctly erotic edge. 
Come to 3153 17th Street 
(at South Van Ness) and 
be sure to arrive between 
8:30 and 9 p.m. on Sun¬ 
day, June 27. Admission is 
$20 in advance (tickets at 
A Different Light on Cas¬ 
tro Street) or $30 at the 
door, refreshments includ¬ 
ed. For more information, 
call (415) 552-3242. 





















Books 


Unrelenting Silliness 

Mad Monks on the Road 

by Jim Crotty and Michael Lane; Simon & Schuster, $11 



• B n Sifthe* 

R 0 A D 


by Roberto Friedman 

Y ou just never know 
who’s going to hit the 
big time. Take Jim 
Crotty and Michael 
Lane, better known as the 
Monks, who developed a cult 
following in the late ’80s with 
their high-tech ’zine. Monk, 
which they produced entirely 
on a Macintosh from their 
recreational vehicle as they 
traveled the highways and by¬ 
ways of America. Jim and 
Michael Monk became fa¬ 
mous in their own way. Now 
their story, Mad Monks on 
the Road, has just been put 
out in a colorful trade paper¬ 
back by Simon & Schuster, a 
publisher which most as¬ 
suredly does not operate out 
of the back of a camper. 

Their book, subtitled A 
47,000-Hour Dashboard Ad¬ 
venture Across America — 
From Paradise, California to 
Royal, Arkansas and Up the 
New Jersey Turnpike, is, 
like their ’zine, lively, person¬ 
al, and freewheeling. The 
Monks’ credo of keeping 
things “simple, mobile, and 
true” apparently extends to 
their prose style, composed as 
it is of simple declarative sen¬ 
tences which would not be 
out of place in the Weekly 
Reader. This would be okay 
were their adventures not of¬ 
ten conveyed in the most un¬ 
bearable cutesy-poo lingo. A 
trip home, in which Michael 
refers to his mother as “Mom- 
ma-ka-poo,” made me throw 
the book across the room in 
disgust. 

You have to have a pretty 
high tolerance for New 
Ageisms, too, to fully appreci¬ 
ate the Monk aesthetic. Fortu¬ 
nately, the itinerant Monks 
don’t take their enlightened 
lifestyle too seriously: we are 
treated to an amusing picture 
of Michael mainlining soy 
milk, and their sense of hu¬ 
mor extends to sending up le¬ 
gions of New Age hucksters 
who descend upon Sedona, 
Arizona, for the Harmonic 
Convergence (“And my guide 
from the third plane told me 
to wear blue on Tuesdays if I 
want to open my crown 
chakra in time for transmis¬ 
sion”). 

Genuinely Eccentric 

You gotta love these 
Monks. Their quirky take on 


America seems genuinely ec¬ 
centric. In a maneuver that 
won me over, they attempt to 
travel the entirety of Texas 
(“The Howdy State”) without 
meeting a single Texan. In an 
RV park in Del Rio, Texas, 
however, they do meet two 
German boys who are appe- 
tizingly pictured on p. 176. 


Their 

adventures 
are often 
conveyed in 
the most 
unbearable 
cutesy^poo 
lingo. 


Surprisingly, the Monks 
write very little about their 
most interesting venture, 
their investment in 
“dashboard publishing” to cre¬ 
ate the world’s first mobile 
publishing house. Although 
there are entertaining pas¬ 
sages in which Jim Monk 
works a bank of pay phones 
to sell ads, we never learn 


much about the contents or 
history of Monk magazine, 
how it evolved from a 
newsletter to cult phenom. I 
wonder, too, if mass market¬ 
ing has compelled the Monks 
to tone down certain subjects: 
although I remember an issue 
of Monk in which Michael 
disclosed his HIV status, 
there’s nary a mention of it in 
the book. 

I found the unrelenting 
silliness of their adventures 
wearing, so that when Mike 
Monk does something of real 
seriousness, like scattering 
the ashes of his Uncle Jack, 
who dies of AIDS, the effect 
is jarring. Still, this may be 
just your cup of herbal tea. 
Things do come alive at the 
end of the book when the 
Monks hit New York City, 
stay with post-porn goddess 
Annie Sprinkle and meet her 
transsexual female-to-male 
S/M boyfriend, Les. Annie 
gets the Monks to loosen up a 
bit, experiment with sensual 
massage, even visit the Show 
Palace. I found myself regret¬ 
ting that Jim and Mike hadn’t 
skipped the visits to Momma- 
ka-poo and made a beeline to 
the East Village. But monks 
will be monks, and this is 
their story. ▼ 


No Breadth, No Depth 


Homoaffectionalisni: Male Bonding 
From Gilgamesh to the Present 

by Paul D. Hardman; GLB, $26.95 

Broad surveys are occasionally useful because they provide 
the overview that anchors the discussion of smaller parts of the 
big picture. The survey provided by Paul Hardman in Homoaf 
fectionalism, however, is of the un-useful variety. Leaping over 
centuries with nary a thought (the Renaissance and the Middle 
Ages receive a scant eight pages), Hardman confuses breadth 
with depth (and his breadth isn’t any too broad). 

In a tone marked more by whining than any pretense at ra¬ 
tionality, Hardman uses selective evidence to argue, presumably 
for the straight audience, that they should like gay men. Homo¬ 
phobia is based on a few misunderstood texts from various 
sources and a general misinterpretation of what the big thinkers 
(i.e., white men) really meant when they talked about crimes 
against nature. Hardman seems to think that straight fears can 
be assuaged by reinterpretation of ancient texts, as if any cultur¬ 
al phenomenon might be the product of a single misreading of 
a text. 

Homoaffectionalism is badly written, its arguments mere as¬ 
sertions bolstered by a selective dip into anecdotes and ancient 
texts. Hardman offers lots of footnotes in place of a well-devel¬ 
oped argument. The result is a book that serves no discernible 
purpose, save perhaps as a sop to the author’s vanity. ▼ 



by Deborah Peifer 


Experienced Aquarist 
at your service! 

Specializing in salt water 
& mini-reef aquariums 
• Consulting 
• Set Up 

• Maintenance 
• Retail 

MARK A. JONES 

(415) 564-2834 





FRAMED 
MIRRORS 

FINESTOUALITY: 1/4" plate-float glass 
it Thousands to choose from / / 

it Beveled or Regular / 

it Traditional or Contemporary 
it Buy direct from the manufacturer 
it 10 Yr, Guarantee against defects in 
manufacture / 

it Ready to Hang - Delivery Available 
it Special sizes made to order / 
it Packing and shipping worldwide / 
it Contract pricing for volume orders 

Open 7 Days A Week 
Gallery & Framing Products, Inc, 

Making Fine Framed Mirrors For Three Generations I 

/ / 2349 Market St. near Castro St. [ 

San Francisco, California 94114 I 

( 415 ) 822-6290 ( 415 ) 861-1786 | 


__ 



COMPGTER 

LISTINGS 

MEET 

OTHERS 


You're Alone... 

• The Bar Scene Turns You Off... 

• You're Not Meeting Anyone At Work... 

• You're New in The Area... 

• You Don't Have Time To Look For Someone Special... 

• You're Willing to Try Something New... 

A Gay-oriented relationship service for men & women 
Discretion assured 

WRITE OR CALL: 

GAYmates* 

P.O. Box 2167, Dept. Y16 
Decatur. IL 62524-2167 


Brochure Requests; (217) 875-5005 


Vodka purified to 
reduce headaches 


New process cuts 
down impurities 

SAN FRANCISCO— Good ideas 
rarely come after drinking a couple 
of screwdrivers. But when Maurice 
Kanbar felt a splitting headache 
about three years ago at a cocktail 
party, he went out and launched a 
new kind of vodka. 

“Sensitive drinkers, like myself, 
just can’t handle the side effects of 
certain alcohols,” says Kanbar, 
creator of SKYY Vodka. “I love the 
feeling of drinking in moderation. 
It’s probably the best natural 
sedative known to man. But I get 
headaches drinking as little as one 
glass of red wine or cognac. So I 
svdtched to vodka because I thought 
clear spirits were much purer. 
However, vodka sometimes gave me 
headaches too, and I became curious 
enough to discover the cause.” 

Kanbar, an inventor with more 
than 30 patents, searched through 
medical journals and alcohol 
research studies and finally traced 
his headaches to congeners - the 
impurities found in all alcoholic 
beverages, even vodka. He also 
discovered that many vodkas’ purity 
levels vary between batches. 

He then used his engineering 
background to devise a way to 
remove the congeners without 
altering the taste or alcohol content 
He found that by distilling the vodka 
four times, and at different 
temperatures, he could eliminate 
most of the congeners fless than .02 
grams of total congeners per liter 
remain in SKYY). 



Kanbar also implemented a pro¬ 
prietary filtration system that 
removes particulate matter and odor¬ 
forming compounds. So SKYY is an 
extremely smooth-tasting vodka. In 
fact, PoLuH ’s . S Hiri t lQumal picked 
SKYY Vodka as the “Best Domestic 
Vodka” for 1992. 

“Crystal clear; very pleasant, 
delicate and enticing nose of sugar 
cane; without question, the most 
satiny vodka I’ve yet sampled,” 
wrote Paul Pacult. 

Kanbar says, “If you can drink 
high-congener content beverages 
like red wine, cognac or bourbon 
without suffering the side effects, 
then keep enjoying them.” He adds, 
“However, if you ever get headaches 
from alcohol and want to try an 
exceptionally clean and smooth¬ 
tasting American vodka — TRY 
SKYY.” 


For FREE brochure and gift write to: SKYY Spirits, 1642 Bush St., San Francisco, CA 94109 


BAY AREA REPORTER JUNE 24. 1993 PAGE 95 

































m 






'There's 
nothing like 
coming out of 
the closet at 
age 86." 

—Ihrman 
Brown 


Dan Bessie's 'Turnabout' 


Better Family Values 


by Mark Freeman 

D on’t you have rela¬ 
tives whose lives 
should be made 
into movies? Dan 
Bessie did: a gay uncle who’d 
been a satirical puppeteer 
ever since the 1920s. Film¬ 
maker Bessie {Executive Ac¬ 
tion in 1973, about JFK’s as¬ 
sassination), plus his “signifi¬ 
cant other’’ and co-producer 
Helen Garvy, wondered how 
much to mention Uncle Har¬ 
ry’s homosexuality. They de¬ 
cided to be risky and put it 
right up front. The film, 
Turnabout, is aimed first at 
schools and libraries, but all 
the publicity begins with this 
slogan: “They’re Entertainers. 
They’re 92 Years Old. 
They’re Gay.’’ 

Bessie narrates the hour- 
long film and tells some fam¬ 


ily stories. Old photos of gor¬ 
geous flapper-era college boys 
show those over-the-forehead 
hairstyles that had a recent 
comeback. One is Harry Bur¬ 
nett. 

With Forman Brown and 
Roddy Brandon, Burnett 
formed the Yale Puppeteers, 
and the three spent their sum¬ 
mers car touring from gig to 
gig. Visits from them were a 
treat, “though they rarely 
stayed more than half an 
hour,’’ Bessie recalls. He 
knew they were “gay” but ad¬ 
mits that “at age 12 or 13 I 
had only the foggiest notion 
of what that meant.” Harry 
was a favorite uncle, and 
Bessie saw the trio as “a fam¬ 
ily who traveled, worked, and 
lived together.” 

More Forthcoming 

The film interviews writer 


mL ME ABOUT YOUR HRST TIME” 


945-M.AI.6 

18+ Only 
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Forman Brown and puppet- 
meister Harry Burnett, both 
at age 92. Forman is the more 
forthcoming of the two. “We 
became,” he confides, “in an 
adolescent sort of way, lovers, 
I suppose ... . You felt you 
were hiding something all the 
time, but it became second 
nature.” 

In the film Harry is still 
quite reticent to discuss his 
sex life. He expressed himself 
via his creations: “Puppets 
were a lot eeisier to manipu¬ 
late than a person — you could 
be a lot more cruel with a 
puppet. People have feelings 
that can be hurt.” After their 
brief youthful fling, Forman 
found Roddy Brandon — “my 
great love for over fifty 
years.” 

For 25 of those years, all 
three lived together, and 
worked their unique musical 
puppet extravaganza in a va¬ 
riety of loc£Jes. When Olvera 
Street in Los Angeles opened 
to tourists in the 1930s, their 
puppet theatre was one of its 
first attractions. And it drew 
the stars. Many came to see 
puppets made in their like¬ 
ness; others came hoping they 
would be so immortalized. 
All signed the wallboards. 
The film includes brief shots 
of Hitchcock, Chaplin, Ein¬ 
stein (who critiques his man¬ 
nequin: “Good, but not fat 
enough!”), Hedda and Louella 
(skewered in one of Forman’s 
songs), Eleanor Roosevelt, 
Greta Garbo (who came in 
disguise but was discovered), 
as well as Amelia Earhart, 
who “brought along her 99’s, 
the all-women flying club, one 
night.” 

Liberace also showed up, 
his agent offering his services 
( 2 is a piano player). But the lit¬ 
tle troupe already had their 
piano player and resident 
songwriter. Forman Brown, 
over the decades, continued 
turning out clever lyrics to 
lilting melodies in the tongue- 
in-cheek mode of Noel Cow¬ 
ard and Cole Porter. Even 
when he had to sink to the 
level of a Hollywood film pro¬ 
duction number to accompa¬ 
ny a commissioned puppetry 
skating scene of Harry’s, he 
was able to sneak in the re¬ 
frain: “Skating is a joy, with a 
handsome boy, no other sport 
is quite so gay.” 

But when Heu’ry replays 
one of his old bits about a 
heis-been vaudevillian reduced 
to playing an equine derriere, 
Forman’s lyrics really show 
their stuff. “I’m getting lean 
and skinny, from the sup¬ 
pressed desire to whinny, but 
of course. I’m never the re¬ 
fined end. I’ve always been 
the hind end, of the horse.” 

Eventually they opened 
Turnabout Theatre, one of 
the first “legit” stages in 
provincial Los Angeles — or 
actually two of them. At one 
end of the room was the pup¬ 
pet stage, but then the seats 
flipped over (they were 
bought from the defunct Red 
Line streetcars and reuphol¬ 
stered with cute names like 
Hot ’N’ Bothered, Betwixt fis 
Between, Pyramus fis Thisbe) 
to face the live stage. 

Here the audience might 
well be enchanted with per¬ 
former Elsa Lanchester 
{Bride of Frankenstein star 
and wife of gay actor Charles 
Laughton), who came for a 
two-week tryout but stayed 12 


years. In Turnabout viewers 
get to see her act and sing 
two of Forman’s numbers, in¬ 
cluding the very bittersweet 
ballad “Catalog Woman.” 

Family History 

Throughout this century, 
the clandestine movement for 
gay rights (or just the right to 
be gay) existed hand-in-hand 
with other struggles for civil 
rights, which found support 
among progressive leftists. So 
the fact that this film was 
made by someone with Dan 
Bessie’s family history comes 
as no surprise. 

His mother was of Scots- 
English stock, solidly middle- 
class Methodists. But she mar¬ 
ried a secular Jewish Dutch 
boy whose father arrived as a 
stowaway, got drafted, and 
served the North during the 
Civil War as sergeant of an 
all-black battalion. Dan’s dad 
was Alvah Bessie, who came 
to Hollywood to write for 
Warner Brothers in the for¬ 
ties and eventually became fa¬ 
mous as one of the Holly¬ 
wood Ten, lefty screenwriters 
who refused to rat on others 
in the face of McCarthyism. 
After ten months in prison, 
he never worked in Holly¬ 
wood again. 

Alvah, by the 1950s, had 
moved up to San Francisco to 
work for labor leader Harry 
Bridges as an assistant editor 
on a union newspaper, then 
as backstage announcer at the 
Hungry i. He also spent a 
year publicizing the SF Inter¬ 
national Film Festival. 

But what goes around 
comes around. Dan Bessie 
grew up having “sporadic 
family. I always had a fantasy 
of that Norman Rockwell 
family sitting around the 


Albert Einstein poses with 
his own puppet Ijkeness, 
made by early gay perform¬ 
ance pioneers, the Yale Pup¬ 
peteers 


table.” Now he’s engaged in 
the process of “remeeting my 
relatives” and writing a book 
about them: Rare Birds. 

Harry Immortalized 

Meanwhile, the gay uncle 
who inspired him can still be 
seen creating puppets, 
singing, doing clown make-up 
for the last time, immortal¬ 
ized in Turnabout: The Story 
of the Yale Puppeteers. He 
died this May at age 92, hav¬ 
ing seen and loved the film. 

The last remaining mem¬ 
ber of the puppet crew is 
songwriter Forman Brown. 
He has also written books, in¬ 
cluding a groundbreakingly 
positive gay novel. Better An¬ 
gel, published in 1933 under 
the pseudonym Richard 
Meeker. When it got repub¬ 
lished in 1987 by Alyson, For¬ 
man Brown stepped forward 
and claimed it. As he an¬ 
nounces in the film, “There’s 
nothing like coming out of 
the closet at age 86.” He’s still 
writing: his latest song is for 
kids, about AIDS. 

The film works both for 
gay audiences — who see in it 
a history of our elders and of 
an era in theatre long passed 
— and for non-gay viewers, for 
whom it is a family film that 
is remarkably inclusive. At a 
De Anza College preview 
screening, one born-again 
Christian woman said it was 
“very distressing” to her, 
since she had been taught all 
her life that the gay lifestyle 
was a tragic one, based on 
“one-night stands and that 
sort of thing. Yet here was a 
70-year stable relationship, 
and it was very moving.” 

Lucky gay and lesbian fes- 
tivalgoers saw Turnabout 
this week (June 23 at the Cas¬ 
tro), and possibly met For¬ 
man Brown at a book signing 
honoring him at A Different 
Light. Others will just have to 
hope that a proposed run at 
the Roxie happens in early 
autumn or that KQED picks 
it up for a prime-time show¬ 
ing. ▼ 
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Television 


The Ways of Life 


by Alan Frutkin 

O n Wednesday, June 
30, KQED con¬ 
cludes its celebra¬ 
tion of Lesbian and 
Gay Pride Month with sever¬ 
al hours of gay programming. 
A profile of Cris Williamson’s 
best-selling album. The 
Changer and the Changed, 
kicks off the evening at 7:30 
p.m. and is followed at 9:10 
p.m. by two hours of stand-up 
comedy taped at San Francis¬ 
co’s Josie’s Cabaret and Juice 
Joint. A documentary on the 
lesbian and gay political 
movement airs at 11:00 p.m. 
And In the Life, PBS’ gay 
and lesbian “variety” show, 
winds up the night at 12:30 
a.m., with a look back at this 
year’s March on Washington. 

Throughout the evening, 
KQED will also conduct 
pledge drives aimed at its gay 
and lesbian audience. It’s 
even flying up Garrett Glaser, 
Entertainment Tonight cor¬ 
respondent and occasional 
host of In the Life, from Los 
Angeles to attract those all- 
important gay and lesbian 
dollars. But the recent flap 
over KQED’s decision to air 
the Angels in America docu¬ 
mentary in a later time slot 
(bumped by a Lawrence Welk 
program, no less!) puts the 
station’s priorities, and its 
commitment to the gay com¬ 
munity, in serious question. 

Still, if it weren’t for this 
“celebration” and the promo¬ 
tion surrounding it, chances 
are you might not know 
when gay-related shows, such 
as In the Life, air. In fact, the 
seven ITL shows that have 
already aired this year were 
broadcast with such little ad¬ 
vertisement that you might 
not even know they exist. 
Over the last season, which 
was also its first, some of the 
performers featured on ITL 
included Lily Tomlin, Kate 
Clinton, Frank Maya, and 
David Drake. There was a 
video tribute to the late Vito 
Russo. And one program fo¬ 


cused entirely on country mu¬ 
sic. 

Getting the Word Out 

ITL originates from New 
York public television station 
WNYC, and it now airs on 60 
PBS stations nationwide. But 
ITL’s executive producer, 
John Scagliotti, admits that 
getting the word out to gay 
and lesbian viewers about 
ITL is still a problem. “Our 
understanding was that sta¬ 
tions have their own promo¬ 
tion departments, that they 
send out the tapes, and 'that 
they call up the press.” To his 
surprise, no one has done 
that. “They’re afraid,” he said. 
“They don’t want to tell their 
straight viewers it’s on.” 

And that type of homopho¬ 
bia affects every aspect of the 
show. So far there has been 
no major underwriter for the 
series. According to Scagliot¬ 
ti, most PBS series receive 60 
percent of their funding from 
underwriters. And ever since 
Bob Dole (R-Kansas) attacked 
the show on the Senate floor 
last June, Scagliotti says PBS 
has refused to kick in money 
as well. So ITL relies almost 
solely on membership dollars 
— viewers who pledge money 
directly to the program. 

The show’s content is also 
affected. Scagliotti (whose 
previous credits include the 
acclaimed documentary Be¬ 
fore Stonewall) often finds 
himself using the term “non- 
confrontational” to sell the se¬ 
ries to reluctant program di¬ 
rectors. “Programming de¬ 
partments are not ready for a 
gay and lesbian series,” he 
says. “Every time we do 
something as gays and les¬ 
bians, in and of itself, it’s con¬ 
frontational.” 

Noticeable Absence 

Yet by watering down the 
program for its non-gay view¬ 
ers, Scagliotti admits he risks 
alienating the very audience 
for whom he created the se¬ 
ries — lesbians and gays. 


Charles Busch, the season standout on In the Life 


“When you have to be inclu¬ 
sive of everyone, the program 
suffers a bit because of that.” 
In fact, for a community that 
prides itself on defining 
America’s cutting edge, 
what’s most noticeably absent 
from ITL is any kind of edge 
at all. Imagine a gay twen¬ 
tysomething (who loves The 


Smiths, who listens to Suede) 
watching the Flirtations on 
ITL sing an updated gay ver¬ 
sion of “Mr. Sandman,” and 
you get a glimpse of how far 
from the edge this show can 
be. 

According to Scagliotti, 
however, Chicago’s PBS sta¬ 
tion “bleeped” out lines from 


“Mr. Sandman” that it consid¬ 
ered too controversial. That’s 
the mentality ITL is up 
against. 

And that’s Chicago. The 
show also airs in Evansville, 
Indiana. “It’s important for 
people to understand,” says 
Scagliotti, “that the sophistica¬ 
tion of a city like New York 
or San Francisco doesn’t exist 
everywhere.” 

But the terms “edge” and 
“non-confrontational” aren’t 
necessarily contradictory, and 
Scagliotti says the show is 
still finding its way. For ex¬ 
ample, after three outings, the 
variety style format, with 
which the show began, be¬ 
came too costly. Scagliotti 
now favors the news-maga¬ 
zine format used in next 
week’s installment. 

But, by far, the best ITL 
show was part faux-magazine, 
part self-contained horror 
flick, hosted by the actor, 
Charles Busch. This program 
previewed films that are cur¬ 
rently making the rounds of 
the gay and lesbian film festi¬ 
vals. Busch plays a number of 
different roles — both women 
and men — to set up the clips, 
and he doesn’t miss a beat. If 
there’s a model program on 
which next season should be 
based, this is it. Its entertain¬ 
ment slant seems much more 
in line with the series’ origi¬ 
nal intention. And with talent 
like Lea Delaria and Ian 
McKellen already lined up for 
next season, the potential to 
create similar successes is 
enormous. Whatever format 
ITL assumes, however, the 
key to its success will be in 
finding its edge, and keeping 
it. ▼ 


THIS WEEK’S 

LESBIAN & GAY SHOWS ON KQED 


JUNE 25 

West Coast Crones 
Interviews with nine older 
lesbians. 9:30pm. 

Gertrude Stein and a 
Companion! Compelling explo¬ 
ration of the writer's 
relationship with Alice B. 
Toklas. 10pm. 

Out: Desire Documentary and 
interviews with homosexuals 
from the Nazi era, and ideas on 
Weimar sexuality. 11:15pm. 

JUNE 27 

Longtime Companion Craig 
Lucas' film about gay men in 
New York living and dying from 
AIDS. 10pm. 

JUNE 28 

Armistead Maupin Novelist 
discusses Maybe the .Moon and 
gay rights. Midnight. 

JUNE 29 

Two of Us BBC series of school 
films about two boys who fall in 
love. 9pm. 


JUNE 30 

The Changer: A Record of the 
Times Bonnie Raitt, Holly Near 
and other musicians are 
featured in this documentary 
about Chris Williamson's best¬ 
selling album. 7:30pm. 


All Out Comedy Karen Ripley, 
Scott Capurro, Marylin Pittman 
and Rom Ammiano in a video of 
their comedy acts at Josie's. 
9:10pm. 


Lives in the Balance 
Footage of the March on 
Washington and interviews are 
included to shape a docu¬ 
mentary about our civil rights 
movement. 11pm. 


In the Life: The March on 
Washington Karen Williams and 
Garrett Glaser host highlights of 
the DC event. 12:30am. 


B. A. R. news you can use! 
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AD OR XME WEEK 


1-900-844-2227 - .98 c PER MINUTE - MUST BE AT LEAST 18 


l■900■844■2227 


BARTALK ADS ARE ACTIVE FROM MAY 22 ■ 28, 1993. AVAILABLE ONLY IN THE S.F. BAY AREA ON 
TOUCH-TONE PHONES. EACH CALL IS JUST .98C PER MINUTE. YOU MUST BE AT LEAST 18 YEARS OLD. 


Southbay dicks like dick's wet mouth. 
No greek. Oral , safe sexn, fun guy-guy. 
Warm massage friendly, Treat me to you. 
Feel less stressed. EXT 6639. 


Masc, muse, Italian, hung big looking for 
bubble butt for long power fuck sessions. 
EXT 6640. 


Clean shaven, in shape, smooth WM 
wanted by similar Asian, 45, 5'9' into 
sensual body exploration and safe, hot 
sex. EXT 6641. 


I am WM Ikng for a BM 29 plus. I am 
healthy, would like sexual romantic times 
together. S.F. area only. EXT 6506. 


Itain, 5'8', 125lbs, gdikg, in shape, mid 
30's, hung, deep throat, tight ass, wants 
long sessions w/one or more. EXT 6643. 


GWM, 38, hairy, husky, balding w/ 
mustache seeks guy 20-30 w/ attr 
boyish looks. I enjoy bicycling, SciFi, F, 
Lms, versatile safe sex. EXT 6644. 


Black men 18-45 wanted by GWM, 40. I 
lick your feet , suck your dick. You order, 
I obey. Get over. EXT 6645. 


Str/Bi only who don't get enough head. 
Bearded bear in EBay wnts to satisfy you 
at his place. Please call. EXT 6647. 


Hung guys wanted, by me for fun and 
goodtimes. I am looking for someone 
who is 9 inches or more. EXT 6648. 

Jackoff cockf talk 'bout cock, worship 
cock, drink and smoke to cock, party 
cock midnite date East Bay. EXT 6649. 


LM, 30, 160, extra handsome vers bttm, 
nice body, ass, dick craves donkeydicked 
dudes for heavy butt abuse. EXT 6550. 


Mature, virile, healthy, HIVneg WM. 
exfootball player build. Superior cock and 
more, according to need. No limits, for 
devoted cocksucker's. Talent, exper, 
hunger more important than looks. 
Age/race/ health unimportant. EXT 
6657. 


Bootlick dog slave for mature virile 
master. EXT 6658. 


49yo top, 6'1', 50lbs, 9'cock wants 
hot yng W ass to fuck. Must be under 40 
and smooth bodied. No bears. EXT 
6659. 


Itin, 5' 8', 125, swimmer wnt well hung 
men over 30 for sess of play. EXT 6660. 


Latino 30yo, 5'4', 140, sks hung big top 
any race who would enjoy pounding a 
hot ass. Let's do it. Call EXT 6661. 


Older cocksucker wants younger 
dominant for play. Verbal OK. I'll suck 
and please your heart's content, EXT 
6662. 


Wanted: Mature black man. I am a very 
handsome, white, 40yo looking for black 
man 40-60. Sexually vers. EXT 6663. 


BI/BI BB, mid 20's seeks similar for water 
sports and scat. EXT 6664. 


Two GWM's It 40's seek 1 or 2 play 
mates for regular fun in our bed, be 
mature, relaxed and and open. We are in 
shape. EXT 6665. 


Love to admire the jock toned, strong 
thighs dude. Need real Nordic god. 
Signed, Drooling. EXT 6666. 


Homey yng guys. Big man Latin, ready 
to swallow the whole thing. Kickback 
and enjoy expert service EXT 6667. 


Hot ass FFB fit 57, 6', 170, beard, tats, 
piercings, B/0, sling needs viscous S/M 
top fist any stats. XX Power. EXT 6668. 


Two hndsm discreet GWM seek 3rd for 
C.H.P. fantasy. Mst be rough, top, 
hndsm, in shape. 43-50. San Diego. EXT 
6669. 


Handsome athletic Latin, 32yo, 135, 
5'4' looking for White healthy top. Be 
athletic , D/Alc free, 8' plus. EXT 6670. 


Sex partner wanted by 32yo GWM. You 
be Asian, Latin, White,25-35yo, 
versatile Lets have some hot fun. EXT 
6620. 


Hot yng Asian w/ smooth toned body 
Ikng for WM. 25-35. Fit, hndsm, mature 
who like to have sex spontaneously. Can 
you handle it!!! I'm 27, goodlooking, 
45'10', 155. You; Vers, nice toned body, 
hry and hung a plus. EXT 6621. 


GWM, 40, 5'9', 150, stache, HIVneg 
sks hottub/deck/massage. No money. 
Sensual relax. YOu GM, friendly, stache, 
35-50, trim. EXT 6622. 


Rough, ready for you. Put your bod, cock 
and ass up w WM, 45, 5'10', 170, hry, 
hithy, wrestle to your defeat. EXT 6623. 


Oral service for tops with 8' by GWM, 
6'1', 170, yng 40's. Walnut Crk area. 
Quick drive to S.F. EXT 6624. 


You: Asian Top, 43-63; Me: WM, 53, 
stocky, good heart, sincere, gentle, 
edetd, sensuous, respectful. EXT 6625. 


Attr GWM, 69, 5'8', 155 seeks on 
going frndshp w/ 18-40 submissive son 
or/and slave. All fantasies explored. EXT 
6626. 


Antioch GWM, 35 looking to meet top 
men who love to be sucked, licked and to 
fuck rarely used hot ass! EXT 6627. 


Cockslave nds master. Masc, aggressive, 
verbal, hry a plus. I am hndsm, GWM, 
5'10', 160, 34, Bl/Blu, hot mouth, deep 
throat, extra sub. EXT 6628. 


I'm seeking a GW/LM 30-40 who is 
grown up normal, fun loving, caring 
person. I'm 40's, Br/Br, 5'7'. 220. Not 
getting any younger but nothing wrong 
with my sex drive both rec or giving, 
have to meet to know. EXT 6631. 


GWM, 38, hairy, husky, balding with a 
handlebar mustache seeks guy 20-30 
with attractive boyish looks. EXT 6582. 


GBM, 6ft, 220, 43yo, muse, HIVneg, 8', 
hairy seeks Australian, Latino bottom. 
Nonsmokers. EXT 6583. 


Cocksucker needs practice. 24, Asian, 
smooth sks cin shvn yng m only. Size not 
important. Blondes a plus. EXT 6584. 


Tall, handsome, buffed men wanted by E. 
Bay guy in tight leotards. You: Macho. 
Me: submissive, spread me! EXT 6585. 


Incredibly heavy hung thick hard horse 
cock with tall handsome build, 32yo 
attached. EXT 6587. 


Hairy ass Arab available for training, 
stretching. Dildos toys and handsome 
men with sling preferable. EXT 6588. 


Gdikg GWM, 45yo sks gdikg/hnds GWM 
any ys old, into funi Frndshp! Maybe 
even rom. Are you new in S.F.? I can be 
your escort and show you everything- 
everywhere. Call me. EXT 6589. 


3 way, BIk, BB, short, stocky wanted by 
generous couple mid 30 and 40. CIn cut, 
handsome. EXT 6590. 


Cut WM skin lover seeks intact guys. 
Uncut cocks really turn me on. Show me 
yours. Your place only. EXT 6591. 


Gdikng GWM, 38, masc, 5'7', vgd swim 
bid, 8' cut, top seeks gdikg GWM 30- 
40, ht/wt proper or a bit stockier, vgd 
bid, hry a plus, ex hyg, hung, cut, 
widelshaved?) hole, to be rimmed, 
spanked, sucked, fucked hard. At times 
you crave 3 ways, Gbangs, me under 
your ass licking the cocks fucking you. 
EXT 6599. 


Hot Itin cumfreak and asseater.sks heavy 
loaded, horny men for reg sessions. 
Serious. Call for description. EXT 6600. 


Attractive GWM, 38, 5'10' 140, looking 
for similar aged GW/LM or couple who 
want to be sucked and then stretch my 
hole and fucking the night away. Also 
into exhibitionism, toys and vid. EXT 
6632. 


Very sexy potential bad boy desires 
police, firemen, guards and studs in 
uniform to make me worship/service 
head to toe. Me: Blonde, 5'9', 140, 
HIVneg, cop shield, tattooes, hanlebar 
moustache, flattop, bottom or top, very 
versatile and kinky. EXT 6602. 


Oakland late nite jerk off, dirty talk, ritual 
c/b worship. One on one lengthy 
enenters. M bonding, phallic worship, j/o 
obsession. EXT 6603. 


Stocky BIk fucker dad sks BB/husky 
btms. I'm 36yo...l suck your nipples, you 
suck my dick. I fuck you. Art model 
needed too. EXT 6610. 


Asian/Latin guys wntd for BJ's. My place 
you be 23-35. In shape. I'm 30, 5'9', 
slim build. Let me sek you dry. EXT 6611. 


Extremely butch and hndsm stud w/ 
stach into most scenes. No pain. The 
nastier the better. Only 9's or 10's, who 
would love to watch a hot dog eat, sniff 
and otherwise worship the load of hot 
stinkin' turds from your ass, need call. 
EXT 6635. 


Ass mass, it spank. Me: attr, GWM, 43, 
280. You: attr, GWM, 21-35, slim w/ 
nice buns. Call now. You nd it bad. EXT 
6636. 


Well bit WM, 5' 11', hung big wants 
beefy in shape WM. Hairy body w/ 
round hry bubble butt to eat and fck. 
EXT 6637. 


Natural slave. Arab gdikng, gr eyes is 
Ikng for a servant position for uniformed 
men. Live out, no money. EXT 6638. 


^ispanic man/boy sks GW/H/JM for wild 
sex, partying, lite B/D, spank. Pierced, 
tattooeci, xtra hndsm. U B hot and 
slightly kinky. EXT 6699._ 


Loverman, 0 where can you be? 43, 
180, 5'10', Br/BI, N/S, warm, loving. 
You: 29-35, blondes a plus. Serious only. 
Be my love. EXT 6711. 


SEEKING 

ADVENTURE 


Attr GBM, HIVneg, 40's, lives and owns 
buss in Pacifica sks GWM, HIVneg, 48- 
65 with a thick 7'to 10' dick that love it 
sucked for hours, ex-patron of Jacks's a 
plus. EXT 6578. 


Wntd; Hot butt licker, WM, 37yo, beefy/ 
muse sks beefy masc/musc guy to 
tongue fuck my bubble butt. EXT 6579. 


Love to eat yng cuties cavernous bubble 
butts and unshaven cracks, under 30. 
28, muse, long dick/tongue. EXT 6580. 


South San Francisco world like to meet 
SF cocksuckers any race /age. Let's turn 
a bar into a gay bar. EXT 6581. 


Mexican, 5'4', 135ibs, 36yo, bttm, very 
horny Ikng for GWM top for fun. EXT 
6592. 


Ruggedly handsome bottom looking for 
hot, healthy, hung top. EXT 6593. 


Hot WM, gym bod, hung big, has hungry 
tongue for well bit, beefy WM with a 
tight, aggressive bubble butt. EXT 6594. 


Hung 8-9' Latin master, 55, 5'11', 180, 
married, HIVneg, no drugs sks vry sub 
c/s, tit play, spank's, B/D. San Jose area. 
Your place. Frds, hip a plus. EXT 6595. 


Financial Dist prof for mutual great 
kisses, nipple play, oral affection, GWM, 
5'9', 1581bs, Nordic, HIVpos, smkr, 
40's for mentally mature men over 28yo. 
Videos, sunny yard. Call EXT 6596. 


Very attr, shamelessly rich and a body to 
die for. If you fit this description. Don't 
reply to this ad. Others welcome. EXT 
6598. 


I need a young stud to cram his cock up 
in my ass. If you are 19 to 23yo. I am a 
good fuck.EXT 6612. 


W master has trained muscle bik pig boy 
to eat your asshole clean. Parties 
videos.EXT 6613. 


Ebony and Ivory white male likes getting 
fucked. Bik male likes eating raunchy 
assholes for hours. EXT 6614. 


Husky WM 40's dad type sks intel, trim, 
HIVneg, 21 plus partner for tit play, 
spank, warmth other creative goodies. 
EXT 6615. 


Young handsome Asian male seeks guys 
under 30 for fun or more. You: Good 
looking, in shape. EXT 6616. 


Deep throat gumjob for u/c dick. Any 
stats. Smegma, ws plus, by attr WM, fit, 
58, 6', 175. My place. Cathedral Hill. 
EXT 6617. 


Hot GWM, 28 sks same to 31 for butt 
play. Into hot yng men w/ big holes. I'm 
hairy, cute, you have nice ass. EXT 
6619. 


WOMEN 


Pretty bi female,Black, Asian and 
American Indian seeks pretty female, any 
race. Weight in proportion to height, 
athletic a plus. EXT 6760. 


GBF, political, full figure enjoy videos, 
cooking, dance, music, the arts. Let's 
talk, meet and be friends. EXT 6761. 


MEN 


Fuckbuddy/ ritnshp wntd. Me: 46, 5'9', 
Br/BI, 31 Ikng for GW/LM 30-50 avg bid, 
prefer cut . into oral, luv to work on tits, 
balls, and asshole, then settle down to 
serious bus. HIV neg and safe only. Luv- 
fuck, suck all afternoon and into eve. 
EXT 6677. 


Very cute 25yo GHM sks stable, honest, 
sincere, GW/H/AM for friendship possible 
LTR. No flakes, ferns, disease's, serious 
only please. EXT 6558. 


Handsome, lonely 29 yo GWM Ikng for 
gdikng LM/WM for fmdshp/cmpnshp/ 
good sex. No drugs. Smoking/drinking 
ok. Lets's talk. EXT 6559. 


GLM seeks GAM/GLM for serious 
friendship/relationship. EXT 6560. 


GWM seeks possible permanent 
relationship with GWM. You BI/BL or 
Gr/BL, 5'10'-6', 140-155, HIVneg, 

domnt/pass, mature, trusting, prvt, then 
Iv a message. EXT 6561. 


Hot looking 21yo college student, 6'2', 
220 of rock hard body wants to have fun 
with hot guys under 34, maybe LTR with 
right guy. EXT 6562. 


Muscular Cauc, 36, seeks ultra smooth 
lean Asian to date on a regular basis who 
is monogamous and relationship 
oriented. EXT 6563. 


ru wear the tie, you wear the constr 
boots. Attr yng Ikng GWM, 32 prof, 
great hmmkr, cook and sex partner, 
HIVneg sks a real M for rlnshp. Must be 
well Bit, masc and like to fuck and be 
worsh. Ser only no trolls, ferns or one 
night stands. EXT 6564. 


East Bay GWM, 41, attr, 5'10', 175, 
moustache, looking for affectionate, 
romantic man for friendship, relationship. 
Good sense of humor a pluslEXT 6604. 


Mature dad sks naked cock slave for 
frequent suckoffs on demand. Your place 
in S.F .Seek LTR. Ser only .EXT 6605. 

Tall, sexy, unaffected btm sks LTR w/ 
hung, aggr top. I love art, music, my sm. 
buss and passionate romance. EXT 
6608. 


GWM, 44, 6'4', 250, hairy chest seeks 
LTR with someone else not into gay 
scene. Kinky and perverted att. You:20- 
35, smooth, seeking LTR. EXT 6609. 


Wm, 37,. 5'10', 185, muscular workout 
reg. Interested in gym regimented WM 
my size or larger only. HIVpos. Seeking 
LTR. EXT 6700. 


Pacifica, 5'10', 175, HIVneg, 48, dark, 
s/p prof, u/c, oral, ysts, seeks compact 
blonde to 50, u/c a plus. LTR poss. EXT 
6701. 


Hairy, Ital GWM, 5'9', 160, 40's, seeks 
boyish GAM for LTR. Very oral, HIVneg 
adv exec like life , fun travel. EXT 6703. 


Prof BM, 36, 6'3', 260 sks HIVneg, tall, 
humorous, attr, clean cut, med bid WM 
25-35. Frndshp maybe more. EXT 6704. 


Answer me this: Why are we not in a 
ritnshp? No issues of AA/NA, HIVneg, 
6'1', 180, 35, sp haired top. EXT 6705. 


Straight looking Latin looking for a 
wealthy and educated W or AM for fun 
times, dining out, ect. EXT 6706. 


Recovering GWM. 37, 140, 5'8', 
Ital/Ger with handsome face seeks masc 
buddy in or out of recovery for support 
and special friendship. EXT 6708. 


Hot, GHM boypussy, HIVpos, physically, 
emotionally and fin stable. 5'6', 130, 
very attr. eagerly awaits masc , hung 
GBM tops for fun and poss ritnshp. EXT 
6709. 


Very attr GAM, 33, 5'9', 160, prof, 
educ, affectionate, athletic intelligent 
HIVneg. San Jose seeks lover for LTR 35- 
55. EXT 6710. 
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BarTalk 

BULLETIN BOARD 


▼ ▼ 


SAN FRANCISCO'S | 

Gay and Lesbian 
dating connection 


BARTALK BULLETIN BOARD IS A NEW WAY FOR MEN AND WOMEN TO GET DATES!! 
NOW YOU CAN PLACE YOUR OWN AD ON THE BARTALK BULLETIN BOARD OVER THE PHONE!! 
BROWSE BULLETIN BOARD ADS FOR A COMPATIBLE COMPANION. 

NEW BARTALK ADS ARE APPROVED DAILY (YOUR MESSAGE WILL TAKE A MAXIMUM 
OF 24 HRS. TO ACTIVATE). 

LEAVE A VOICEMAIL MESSAGE OR CHOOSE PHONE NUMBERS FROM THE BULLETIN 
BOARD 


DIAL. 1-000-844-2227 

each call .98<P per minute - must be at least 18 


I Muse top, 40's seeks bottom HIVneg 
I good ass and sense of humor and N/S. 

I S.F. area. EXT 6671. 

I GWM and GAM, med 20's looking for 
I similar aged couple for friendship. W/L 
I couples a plus. EXT 6672. 

I High School football player, 18 seeks first 
I time exp South Bay. EXT 6673. 

I Free massage for real BB by yng Asian 
I jock. Strong hands, hot body, hot oil. 

I Swedish/Siatzu technique. EXT 6674. 

I Attr GWM, 46 Iks 33, acts 26, romantic, 

1 agr top, 5'10'17 5. Enjoy gym, aerobics, 

I drives, dance, as well as quiet times. Sks 
I LTR w/ attr M 20-35 who works hard and 
I plays hard. Plz be sincere, sexual and 
I eager to explore. EXT 6675. 

I Muse, tanned, hairy legs.? GWM, 33, 

I 6'2',180, smooth, Br/BI, brd gets into 
I masc M 25-40 w/ grt legs. EXT 6676. 

I Beefy butch white daddy, 45, 5'11', 240 
wants good oral service for hard red dick 
and big fat nuts. EXT 6678. 

Mature Asian 5'7', 140 N/S, N/D, safe 
sex, uncut, smooth seek top males 40-70 
will reply to all so call. EXT 6679. 

E Bay B/M, 40, enjoys nudity w/ mature, 
husky, moustached, masc men. Let's 
strip, relax, play. EXT 6680. 


Balding in shape older GWM mentor with 
small dick needed by 34yo GWM, 5'7', 
140, firm tight ass. EXT 6681. 

I i^d up w/ bullshit attitudes and dead 
beef in bed! Very hot and nasty bl w/ 
stache Ikng for men who know how to 
get down and make us both shudder and 
moan in xtc. I'm HIVneg and safe. EXT 
6682. 

You: Masc top Latin man. Me: GWM, 35, 

I 5'10', 170, goodlooking, HIVpos, 

I thinning hair, passionate, romantic w/ 
] bubble butt, live on peninsula. Redwood 
City. EXT 6683. 

Hot hungry ass, big nipples avail for yr 
pleasure. Love to be fucked by hung 
masc men. Me: Ebay bottom, 5'3', gym 
bod, hairy chest, muse legs. EXT 6684. 

WM. med 40's, looking for Black bottom 
who likes dildoes and or FF. EXT 6685. 

Black man sought by White man. Live, 
learn, love w/ differences sex,vers, 
spent, creative 25-45. Good bod, health 
I equals spirit, wealth equals wisdom. EXT 
6686 . 


Santa Rosa-Hot! 22yo BiWM sks others 
for creative erotic adventures. Fantasies 
fulfilled, limits respected. I enjoy having 
my fat cock worked by expert mouths 
and holes, but am open to any and all 
suggestions for pleasure. Who knows 
where our adventures can take us? Give a 
I call-let's find out. Mutual satisfaction 
assured. EXT 6687. 


Scorpio top, GBM, 6', 220' HIVneg, 
I muse, cut, 8' thick skg a bttm N/S, N/D. 
Smile, humor me. S.F. area. EXT 6689. 

GAM, 25, 5'5'. 125, gym toned, hndsm, 
shy, enjoy workout, sunbathing, safe sex 
seek hndsm, muse, HIVneg GW/AM 
under 32. EXT6990. 


GWM, 32, looking to meet Asian guys 
25-40 for fun and hot times. U B bttm. 
I'm top, call for quick response and long 
hot sessions. EXT 6691. 

BM, 35, 6'1', gdikg wants BM, 18-45yo. 

I can take 10' of manhood. No gag, I 
guarantee you will be amazed. EXT 6692. 

Masc trim Asian, 45,5'9', seeks cin 
shvn, gym toned, smooth, slender or 
muse WM for casual times or intense 
ritnshp. Enjoy diverse physical and social 
activities and safe sex. EXT 6693. 

Pro wrestling villain into boots, trunks, 
masks, wants brutal punishing no-holds 
barred mat fight opponents as tough and 
mean as I am. EXT 6694. 

GWM, 43 seeks int., mature, youthful, 
attractive, fun, health con., arts oriented 

M, 35plus, HIVpos, for R&R and fun. 
6'1', 190. G/L w/ hot parts. EXT 6695. 

WM, 35, vers, fit, swimmers bid sks hot 
Latin guys for mutual sex play , partying. 
U/C a plus. Llamame. EXT 6696. 

Beautiful U/C 45yo, HIVneg GWM dick 
now available for hungry and experienced 
mouth. Long sessions a plus. Always 
homey. EXT 6697. 

Itin exfootball jock seeks expert oral 
servicing on a reg basis. Castro location. 
All replies considered .EXT 6634. 

Muscleman bottom 30's seeks hung, in 
shape, butch tops for sex. Mushroom 
head a plus. EXT 6713. 

Hndsm Latin sks Masc top GWM under 
50. Tall, hairy and hung. Me: 42, 5'8', 
150. Ready to please you. EXT 6714. 

GAM 28 seeks gdikg prof WM. Lawyers a 
plus for fun and frndshp. Must be 
descreet and HIVneg. EXT 6715. 

BIk top 6, 190, 46 for W/L bttms 35 plus. 
Massage, tit play, aroma, sensuous, hot, 
safe sex, condoms, bearded. EXT 6716. 

BM, 6'1', 180, muse, hndsm, hung sks 
Samoans, Hispanics, Brazilians, 

Hawaiians, Arabs for sex. EXT 6717. 

N. Bay, 27, Bttm wnts fun times w/ 

College jocks/military men. Masc, horny 
men 18-30 only. EXYT 6718. 

WM, 39, 245, HIVneg, will service clean, 
healthy WM's, no recip, great rim for 
jocks. EXT 6719. 

WM 25 seeks other masc men under 35 
for mutual JO /oral/butt/short sniffing 
sessions. U are cocky/verbal. EXT 6720. 

Hot well built 37 w/ sens butt/asshole 
seeks verbal creative daddy top for long 
hot workout. EXT 6721. 

Tom Cruise and Rob Lowe are king shit. 
Are you ? BI/BI BB will put his face in your 
ass and take it. EXT 6722. 

Let's get naked. Looking for guys into 
social nudity. Interested? Let's get 
together, get naked and talk. EXT 6723. 

Dark Puerto Rican top very attr PR 
wanting to meet fern PR's bttms or 
Mexicans for sex. EXT 6724. 

Masc top guy seeks youthful fern boy for 
fucking and frolicking. 34, 6'3', 230, 
Br/BI. EXT 6725. 

Dutch and Nashville country boys return 
to Bay Area. Like to meet student 18-27 
for learning exp. E.Bay. EXT 6726. 


WM, 39, HIVneg, safe, live in SF, suck 
my cock or eat my ass while I kick back. 
EXT 6727. 

Outdoors men . Me: GWM clean cut, 37, 
145, 5'6' HIVneg top looking for date 
similar age , muse, S/D OK. EXT 6728. 

GLM 45yo looking for big BIk man to 
expand hot tight asshole your walk in I 
am ready for your big dick. EXT 6729. 

Hot in shape GWM 27, Brn/Grn 5'9', 145 
sks hot muse man any race. I'm fun, safe, 
HIVneg. U too, please. EXT 6730. 


Looking to service hot studs with my cum 
hungry month and hand hungry hole. I'm 
6'1': dk hair 160, 46 Ik 37. EXT 6737. 

Attr, tall, slim, sexy, sensual, fun, 36, 
healthy, fit, smart seeks singles or 
doubles for trysts. EXT 6738. 

Cute little bear (28, 5'8', 165) seeks big 
bear for sex (beard, shoulders, hairy belly) 
your place. EXT 6739. 

Cute Ikg in shape, 27, WM loves sens 
massage from 20-37yo WQ/LM with 
strong, sure hands, recip? EXT 6740. 



Feel my moustache in your crack and my 
tongue up your hot trim butt. Mr: 36, 6', 
160, Br/BI, bushy stache. EXTR 6735. 

Top this hot butt. Wm seeks young Asian 
to safely mount my hot hole. Massage 
included. EXT 6732. 

Mature masc GWM, 6', 210, HIVneg, 
facial/body hair seeks submissive stable 
slave/son, any race. EXT 6733. 

GLM HIVneg, 45, likes to lay down 
naked, you walk in grease my hole, stick 
your big dick in hairy ass. EXT 6734. 

CBT piercing. Fit 57, 6', 170, brtd, tatts, 
seeks S/M scene w/ 50, lOg rings. Am 
iquipt. Top sngl, spl, group wiem. EXT 
6735. 

gdikng BIk Puerto Rican 30-45 wanted by 
GBM 40's ,HIVneg, top, I am a NS, hung, 
cut thickdick 8'. EXT 6736. 


South Say horny HIVneg males all age 
/race or dick size want to be orally 
tongued and licked touched, massaged 
and hugged by mature WM. EXT 6741. 

Butch and fuckable yng and hung cop 
seeks phone action and verbal abuse. My 
mouth and ass need your dick. Tell me 
when we can do it. Sir! EXT 6742. 

I am 28.1 need someone to service my 6 
1/2 inch cock. Well proportioned and hot. 
I want this on a regular basis. Only good 
need apply. EXT 6743. 

FFB attr WM, fit, 57, sks huge hands BM 
giants a plus) none too big. Nite/day, my 
sling, deepthroat service and G/P. No 
recip for hamhand topfist. EXT 6744. 

Hot Latino vers, 35, in shape seeking 
BiGWM, 25-35 in shape to suck my big 
dick and eat my hot ass. EXT 6745. 


Would you like to take out as 50yo GWM 
and get him fully naked in dark area for 
sexual times. I am Ikng for GW/B/AM 21- 
29 only. S.F. area. EXT 6746. 

Are you free in daytime? Give me a call, 
you won't regret it! I'm a vers, open 
minded and hot 32to Wm. EXT 6747. 

Hung 9',thk, top or vers Ik that tight fit Ik 
plowing butt. Me gdikg, 5'9', 150, 33, 
dk hr,k goatee, smth, lean bod, vers, 7' 
U/C grt tght ass and excell ckskr. 3 ways, 
grps, models encouraged. Serious only 
EXT 6749. 

BIk Bttm nd long hard FF tops or vers 
bttms for grps into leather, toys vids, 
fun, kinks any race. EXT 6750. 

Slave/dog/pig for BIk man. Me: Gdikg 
GWM, safe/sane/sex in bondage. You: In 
shape GBM willing to explore fantasy and 
flesh, hot and sweaty. EXT 6751. 

GQAM 29 w/ face, body, brains and great 
smile and personality .Lkg for sim GWM 
26-40 who desires intercultural physical/ 
mindconnections.EXT 6752. 

GLM 36, 5'4', 135, Bttm Ikng for GWM 
tops for fun. EXT 6753. 

I'm eager to pis a master/s. I'm 32yo, 
Hairy, 9', U/C, into assplay, TT, B/D, lite 
S/M, leather, try me! EXT 6754. 

Hot Itin cumfreak and asseater sks heavy 
leaked, horny men for reg sessions. 

Serious. Call for discription.EXT 6756. 

Childhood sexual fantasies? If you do. I'm 
glad to cotact you. I'm young Asian male 
and gdikng. Please be sincere. EXT 6757. 

Multi-ethnic friends wanted. GBM, 40, 

5'11', muse, 192, workout daily, non- 
smoker, youthful and athi, airline prof, 
visits Thailand and Malaysia on a reg 
basis, would Ik to meet honest foreign 
born guys, 18-35 w/ sim interests, will 
respond to all. EXT 6759. 

All Asians are bottom...not! Me: 

Atractive Asian, 27 yrs old weigh 155 
lbs, 5'10', smooth, tan, defined 
swimmers body. Besides sex, I enjoy 
dining out, walking on the beach at night 
and cuddling. You: WM. 25-35, physically 
fit, handsome, sexy, who likes to get 
fucked, romantic a plus, well hung,l 
mature, financially stable, and have a 
good sense of humor. EXT 6748. 

Hispanic man/boy seeks GW/H/JM for 
wild sex, partying, lite B/D, spank. 

Peirced, tattooed, extra handsome. You 
be hot and slightly kinky. EXT 6699. 

Muscular Bid 40's seed goodlooking arab 
bubble butt HIVneg bottom. Me: Serious 
top man. EXT6762. 


TRANSGENDER 


How come you wanna cum and don't call 
me? Cum on now! Mature TV needs soft 
huge load often. Plz be slim. EXT 6698. 

I am a very hot transsexual who wants to 
be played by other GWM/GBM , 29yo, 
healthy. I want your tongue in me baby. 
EXT 6597. 

DON'T FORGET TO LEAVE AN 
OUTGOING GREETING MESSAGE . IT'S 
FREE!! YOU CAN FURTHER YOUR 
DESCRIPTION AND GET PEOPLE EVEN 
MORE INTERESTED IN MEETING YOU. 
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lYOU WILL BE NOTIFIED BY MAIL OF YOUR BARTALK 

I EXTENSION # AND PRIVATE ACCESS CODE. YOU WILL 
lALSO RECIEVE INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO LEAVE AN 
JOUTGOING MESSAGE AND PICK UP YOUR RESPONSES. 
ICALL 415/296-0364 FROM ANY TOUCH-TONE PHONW 

Iand follow the easy instructions, you will be 

fWALKED STEP BY STEP THROUGH THE SYSTEM. 


~TO: Bay Area Reporter, 395 Ninth Street, San Francisco, CA 9^103 
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Paved Paradise 

John Kelly's whimsical yet 
devoted musical drag tribute 
to Joni Mitchell. $10-12. 
8pm, also 10pm Fri. & Sat. 
Thru 7/4. Josie's, 16th at 
Market. 861-7933. 

Issue of Blood 

Animal J. Smith's viral opera 
work-in-progress, based on 
the arrest of Wayne Bruce 
Lee, who was charged with 
attempted murder for 
allegedly splattering his blood 
on a cop. $5. PWAs free. 
9;30pm. Also Sat. Thru 7/3. 
Lennon Studios, 271 Dore 
Alley at Bryant. 561-1441. 


Why We Have a Body 
Contemporary comedy about 
ender roles, including a dyke 
etective and a woman who 
thinks she's Joan of Arc 
when she's not robbing 7- 
Eleven stores. $12-21. 
8:30pm, Sun. 2pm & 
7:30pm. Re-extended thru 
July 18. Magic's Southside 
Theatre, Fort Mason Center, 
Bldg. D. 441-8822. 

C.O.Y.O.T.E. Benefit 
Carol Queen, It's Amy, 
Danielle Willis, Haas Beluvva, 
God's Girlfriend and many 
others perform in this 
fundraiser for the sex 
workers' rights group. $7-10. 
8pm. The Quake, 1748 
Haight St. 474-3037. 


SF Lesbian Gay Freedom Band 
15th anniversary party, with 
performances by Sh Gay 
Men's Chorus, City Swing, 
Vocal Minority & others. $10- 
50. 8pm. Herbst Theatre. 
401 Van Ness. 861-7067. 

My Night With Tennessee 
Theatre Rhino & Toronto's 
Buddies in Bad Times' 
production of Sky Gilbert's 
dramatic, touching account 
of a young man's encounter 
with Tennessee Williams. 
$10-12. 8:30pm. Thru 7/3. 
Theatre Rhinoceros Studio, 
2926 16th St. 861-5079. 


In Xanadu...Invisible Cities 
Epic multimedia shadow 
theatre work, with members 
of the Chaksam-Pa Tibetan 
Dance & Opera Company. 
$10-14. 8:30pm. Thru Sun. 
Theater Artaud, 450 Florida. 
621-7797. 

G.A.W.K. 

Open lesbian & gay reading 
with host Jon Sugar. Free. 
8pm. Fruitopia, 1515 Polk. 
731-2424. 

Girth & Mirth 

17th anniversary party. 8pm. 
Info: 824-0260. 



A Streetcar Named Desire 
All African-American staging 
of the Tennessee Williams 
classic, with Blanche DuBois 
depending on the "kindness 
of strangers." $7-10. 8pm. 
Thru 7/IT. Y Theatre, Central 
YMCA, 220 Golden Gate 
Ave. 885-0460. 

Deepest Sympathy 

Bindlestiff Production's new 
black comedy by Reed Kirk 
Rahiman. $7. 8pm. Thru 
6/26. Bindlestiff Theatre, 
185 6th St. 974-1167. 

Whatever Happened 
Between Bette and Joan? 

Drag comedy about what 
may have happened between 
rehearsals of the screen's 
two queen divas. $15. 8pm. 
Also Sat. at 11pm. Thru 
7/18. Artfull Circle Theatre, 
47 Waller. 626-7403. 

Jungle Red 

Mostly drag musical version 
of The Women. $13-15. 
8pm. Sun. 2:30pm. Thru 
7/18. Artfull Circle Theatre, 
47 Waller. 626-KILL. 

Queen of Angels 

James Carroll Pickett's sexy, 
scary AIDS-era retelling of 
the Orpheus myth. $14-17. 
8pm. Sun. 7pm, weekend 
mats, at 3pm. i hru 7/3. 
Theatre Rhinoceros, 2926 
16th St. 861-5079. 

1 Percent My Ass! 

Queer performance sampler 
with Stephen Pelton Dance 
Company, High Risk Group, 
Zeltzman & Colburn, Katia 
Noyes & others. $5-10. 
8:30pm. 848 Community 
Space, 848 Divisadero at 
McAllister. 775-4604. 

Crossing the Line 
Photo exhibit exploring the 
male/female dichotomy, with 
works by Steven Baratz, 
Phyllis Christopher, Greg Day 
& others. Thru 7/17. Opening 
reception 6-8:30pm. ARU 
Gallery, 736 14th St. 621- 
1551. 


Lesbian Videos 
Framina Lesbian Fashion 
(dyke dress codes thru time, 
with Sally Gearhart, Kitty 
Tsui & others), Y-Front (a 
woman obsessed with a 
female cross-dresser), and 
Phobophilia (juxtaposition of 
Mitchell Bros. & zoo 
footage). $5-10. 7pm. Also 
Sat. 1800 Square Feet, 719 
Clementina. 255-8510. 

Beyond Therapy 
Christopher (jurang's quirky 
farce about shrinks, lovelorn 
bisexuals, and nut job 
therapists. $20. 8pm. Hotel 
York s Plush Room, 940 
Sutter. 885-2800. 

Pageant 

Hilarious musical drag parody 
of beauty contests. $29-34. 
Wed. & Thu. at 8pm, Fri. & 
Sat. 7 & 10pm, Sun. 3 & 
8pm. Palace Theatre, 
Kensington Park Hotel, 450 
Post. 989-SHOW. 

Not Without My Nipples! 
Comedy musical hostage 
drama about a made-for-TV 
movie, a salad, and a boob 
job, with Melanie Hutsell of 
Saturday Night Live. $10-15. 
8pm. Sat. at 7 & 9:30pm. 
Victoria Theatre, 2961 16th 
St. 863-7576. 

The Exorcist; Dance Macabre 
Horror comedy with modern 
dance and swill spilled 
plastic covering given out). 
Side (and pea) splitting fun. 
$10. 9pm. Also Sats. thru 
7/3. Bernice St. Playhouse, 
21 Bernice St. 863-5946. 

Country Western Dance 
Benefit for SF Fringe Riders, 
with lessons. $12-15. 9pm- 
midnight. The Women's 
Building, 3543 18th St. 647- 
9670. 

Queer Looks 

Film fest participants 
Pratibha Parmar, Catherine 
Saalfield and John Greyson 
discuss lesbian and gay films. 
Free. 5pm. A Different Light, 
489 Castro. 431-0891. 


BAY AREA REPORTER JUNE 24, 1993 PAGE 100 


SATURDAY 26 


Holly Near: Fire in the Rain 
...Singer in the Storm 

Award-winning life story set 
to music performed by the 
women's music pioneer 
(note: we're not sure how 
much of her life is in this 
show, since the press release 
nowhere contains the word 
"lesbian"). $28-34. Wed. & 
Thu. 8pm, Fri. & Sat. 8:30, 
Sun. 7:30, mats. 2pm. Thru 
8/1. Stage Door Theatre, 
420 Mason. 433-9500. 

Coconut 

Adele Prandini's musical 
fable of ecological concerns 
and gay tourists and 
detectives. $10-17. 8pm. 
Thru 6/26. Cowell Theatre, 
Fort Mason. 861-5079. 

Glue, Pansy Division, C.W.A. 
Special triple bill queer/ 
drag/dyke pre-Parade queer 
rock snow. $3. 10pm. Elbo 
Room, Valencia at 17th. 
552-7788. 

Hello Dolly 

Lamplighters Music Theatre 
performs Broadway's biggest 
musical. $24. 8pm. Sun. 
2pm. Thru 8/1. Presentation 
Tneatre, 2350 Turk at 
Masonic. 752-7755. 

Like Dog and Dog 
Compelling drama about the 
small Spanish town officials 
who arrested and killed gay 
poet Federico Garcia Lorca. 
Thru 6/26. $6-10. Eighth 
Street Studio, 2525 8th St. 
(& Dwight), Berkeley. (510) 
549-9446. 

Tamasha! 

South Asian variety show of 
music, dance, Hindi pop and 
more, benefiting Shamakami, 
Sahan, & Trikone. $5-10. 
7pm. Women's Bldg., 3543 
18th St. 826-7370. 

Gay Comedy Night 
Homo humor. $10. 10pm. 
Josie's, 16th at Market. 
861-7933. 

The Substance of Fire 
Jon Robin Baitz's acclaimed 
drama about a Holocaust 
survivor faced with forsaking 
his moral standards to 
survive. $12-21. 8:30pm. 
Sun. at 2 & 7:30pm. Thru 
7/11. Magic Theatre, Fort 
Mason. 441-8822. 

The Moon 

Second installment of Henry 
Steele's mythical drama, this 
time about Ariadne's ap¬ 
pearance on the human plane 
as Salome's mom. $7-12. 
8pm. Thru June. The Marsh, 
1062 Valencia. 641-0235. 

X-plicit Act of Intimacy 

Nude activists in five-hour 
poetic performance ritual, 
with body readings and a 
"tour of touch." $12. 5pm. 
New College, 777 Valencia 
near 16th. (510) 540-0907 

Dancing Lady 

1933 backstage musical film 
with Joan Crawford, Clark 
Gable, Franchot Tone & Fred 
Astaire. Free. 7pm. Pacific 
Center for Human Growth, 
2712 Telegraph Ave. (510) 
548-8283. 

Beat 

Literary cabaret about poets 
and bongo-beating goateed 
types like Kerouac, Corso, & 
Ginsberg. $15. 8pm. North 
Beach Repertory Theatre, 
2nd fl., the Cannery, 2801 
Leavenworth. 928-4860. 

Good Morning in the Grove 
Open house at the AIDS 
Memorial Grove. 9am-noon. 
de Laveaga Dell, Golden Gate 
Park. 621-3260. 

Stargazers' 

Matchmaking Party 

Astrological date-orama for 
women seeking women. 
$10-15. 7:30-11:30pm. 

Women's Building, 3543 
18th St. (800) 782-7497. 





Remember, Stonewall was a riot, as will thi 
many events going on this weekend at the Sai 
Francisco Gay, Lesbian, Bi Freedom Day P|ara(fe 
a.k.a. "The Year of the Queer." Some especiafr 
fag-ulous activities include... 


It's smooth sailing at Rhinos on the pay, thf 
third annual Harbor Lights Cruise t© benefi' 
Theatre Rhino. Enjoy the talents of Suzy Berg« 
Scott Capurro and Karen Ripley. Dance to H 
Downtown Donna while enjoying the beautifu 
view around the bay. $45. Hors d'oeuvres and 
dinner buffet, raffle drawings too. poardini 
begins at 7;30pm. Cruise til 10:45pm4Head tc 
Pier 39 on the Blue & Gold flee^ Ample 
validated parking. Sounds like he^vy dati 
material! 861-50/9. 


If it's music you want to rev up your ji/eekend, 
hop to Berkeley for Olivia Records' j20t| 
anniversary, with performances jby ' Crf 
Williamson, Tret Fure, Dianne Davidson, Deidfl 
McCalla, Linda Tillery, Lucie Blue /^TrembH 
Teresa Trull and others. $25-75. Spnr 
Zellerbach Auditorium, UC Berkeley. (510) 651 
0364. 


For dancerly doings, attend Ballet Minddance 
San Francisco's Cnange Partners IV, a benefit 
performance for Project Open Hand. Works to 
be performed include Requiem, set to Mozart's 
choral masterpiece, and Two Tanqos. 8pm, 
The Green Room, War Memorial Veterans 
Building. $25 with a champagne reception. 


Frontrunners invades Golden Gate Park for a 
huge run. Start and finish are at the south end 
of the Polo Field. 9am Registration (with T- 
shirt) is $20. Awards in both genders & all 
age categories. 863-0954. 


Don't miss the Dyke March, an all-women, 
lesbian and bisexual march of pride, visibility 
and power. Just like the numbers and 
festivities at the DC Dyke March, its enormity 
just may overwhelm you. Gather at 7:30pm at 
Market and Castro. March to the Post-Dyke 
March Block Party and Rally, with dancing in 
the streets, Pat Wilder's Band, comedians and 
DJs. 9pm. 330-8932. Men and hets please 
enjoy the view from the sidewalk. 




Here's a rievv 'comprofiiiso' I'or Unci^ >dv 
Please Ask, Do Tell. Actually, it's the L^ggest 
queer comedy fest in a while, and a perfect 
warmup for the frivolities of Sunday. Ton 
Ammiano, Suzv Berger, Scott Capurro, ^^atric| 
Lee, Sabrina Matthews, Marilyn Pittman, Karen 
Ripley, Deb P. Satterfield, Scott Silvermani& Karel 
Williams! Whew! With all this talent, you'll^be sure 
to rip a gut laughing! Think of all the funny lines 
you can steal! Two shows; 7pm & 9:30phn. $14,. 
Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farr^,. 885- 
0750. Proceeds benefit AIDS Emergency Fund. 


Western Star Dancers will hold a pre%arade 
square dance. $6. 7:30pm. St. Paulus Church- 
(Gough & Eddy). Canadian caller Anne Eubelocker 
will lead in Mainstream and Plus levels, so pros 
and newcomers can enjoy themselves. 621-6506. 


The clubs will be crawling with randy locals and 
tourists. At Product, enjoy the talents of The Del 
Rubio Triplets!who will also perform Sunday at the 
Clubhouse. $5. 5pm. 3160 16th St. 56t?9771). 
Schmooze in the new outdoor garden, dubbed 
Clown Alley. The night is called '^Ig Top." Get it 
1015 Folsom. $10. 431-2697. 


Holy Homo; Before the 
Parade, MCC has holy 
communion with a 
sermon by lesbian 
Baptist preacher Rev. 
Sharna Sutherin. At 
7pm, Rev. Jim Mitulski 

g ives a sermon on "The 
lueerness of Christ." 
Celebrate lesbian and 
gay spirituality. Both 
events are at MCC, 150 
Eureka St. 863-4434. 


As to the Parade itself? Yes, the direction is 
reversed, and thousands of sedentary queens 
are all in a tizzy. The March starts at Civic 
Center and goes down Market to the 
Embarcadero. Don't like the word Queer? Make 
a sign that uses some other word. There are so 
many to choose from; Fairy, Nancy Boy, 
Lavender Crowd, Pogue. Take your pick, then 
survey the scads of folk all enjoying the day 
and not worrying about such trivial topics. 
Expect the usual suspects performing, Patsy 
Cline, Elvis Herselvis, Sister Double Happiness 
and others. See our special section for oetails. 


After the parade, hoof it up under the sun at 
the Gay Freedom Day Street ParW, a benefit 
for the AIDS Health Project. $5. 3pm-1am, 
directly in front of Pleasuredome (the dance 
sponsor) at Townsend St. between 2nd & 3rd. 
Want to volunteer? Call 974-1156. Enjoy your 
weekend! Play safe, and stay out! 























SUNDAY 27 


WEDNESDAY 30 




Keith Haring's My Idol 
New York playwright Larry 
Myers' five one-act plays. 
$7-12. 8:30pm. Thru 7/25. 
The Marsh, 1062 Valencia 
St. 641-0235. 

visAbility 

Brenda Prager's photo exhibit 
explores sensuality issues of 
disabled people. Thru 7/31. 
Women's Building, 3543 
18th St. 641-8640. 

Queerly Defined 
Group exhibit of gay & 
lesbian photography ex¬ 
ploring the varied aspects of 
the queer body. Thru 7/8. Eye 
Gallery, 1151 Mission St 
431-6911. 

Frank Pietronigro 

Figurative paintings of gay 
pride in an Americana 
context. Thru June. State of 
the Art Gallery, 524 Hayes. 
255-7264. 

March on Washington 
Photos by Steve Thompson. 
Thru 7/6. Castro Country 
Club, 4058 18th. 552-6102. 


I Was a Teenage Serial Killer 

Sarah Jacobson's B-movie 
parody film. Also live music 
by the Highlander Twos and 
the Trashwomen. $5. 9pm. 
Chameleon Club, 853 
Valencia St. 821-1891. 

The Dead Boy 

World premiere of Joe 
Pintauro s drama about 
delinquent boys and the 
priest who helps them, only 
to have one accuse him of 
sexual abuse. Thru 8/1. 
Magic Theatre, Bldg. D. $10- 
17.50. 474-8855. 

Bratmobile 

Rock time at Faster 
Pussycat. lOpm-ish. $4. The 
Clubhouse, 3160 16th. 561- 
9771. 


Justin Bond 

Cabaret tunes by our local 
diva. Also Burlap & Pearl, 
Tzaamboni & the Hat Band; a 
perfect basement getaway 
after the Parade. 8:30pm. 
Cabaret Du Nord. 2170 
Market at Sanchez. 861- 
5016. 


Naked Tribal Heat 

Nude, substance free, touchy 
feelie dance event. $20-30. 
3153 17th St. 552-3242. 


Black Men's Xchange 
Benefit for outreach group of 
African Americans with HIV. 
$10-15. 4pm. Goldie's Tri- 
Level Bar, 1081 Post St. 
(510) 839-9138. 


Caca at Kiki 

Scatological exhibit of 12 
artists exploring poop as both 
a function and a metaphor, or 
to quote a line from Jurassic 
Park, "That is one big pile of 
shit." Thru 7/4. Kiki, 483 
14th St. 863-5454. 

Queerwork 

Art by Cecilia Dougherty & 
Leslie Singer. Thru June. 
Women's Art Project, 3543 
18th St. 


MONDAY 28 


Sister Doubie Happiness 
Hard homo rock, plus John 
Spencer Blues Explosion. 
Record release party for both 
groups. $6. 9pm. The Kennel 
Club, 628 Divisadero. 831- 
1914. 

Arturo Galster 

Performing as Chesty Baker 
(Chet's sister), this popular 
drag star croons tunes every 
Monday thru June. $2. 9pm- 
ish. Cabaret Du Nord, 2170 
Market St. 861-5016. 

Gay Comedy Open Mike 
MC Mark Davis. Aspiring 
comics can call to sign up by 
7pm. $5. 8pm. Josie's, 16th 
& Market. 861-7933. 

Lesbian/Gay Artists 
Group exhibit of four artists. 
MCC Community Center, 
4035 18th St. 


Being at Home With Claude 
Canadian film about a sexy 
gay hustler who brutally kills 
his lover, and his drawn-out 
confession. Thru 7/7. $6. 
Castro Theatre, Castro & 
Market. 621-6120. 

Perspectives on Self 
Group photo show of nudes, 
drags, still lifes & over the 
edge imagery. Opening 
reception 8pm. Thru 7/20. 
Eichelberger's restaurant, 
2742 17th St. 863-4177. 

Stephen Savage 
New work by the comm¬ 
unity's best known male 
nude photographer and his 
assistant, David Meanix. 
Thru 6/30. Josie's, 16th at 
Market. 861-7933. 

Queer Mysteries 
David (Jannon Dashiell's 
exhibit of art placing the 
Dionysian initiation ritual in a 
gay and lesbian context. 
Thru 7/3. SF Art Institute, 
Walter McBean Gallery, 80() 
Chestnut. 771-7020. 

Orlando 

Sally Potter's rich pageant of 
a film based on Virginia 
Woolf's 1928 novel of 
shifting gender identities 
through the ages. Tilda 
Swinton and Quentin Crisp 
star. Opera Plaza Cinemas, 
601 Van Ness. 771-0102. 


Visual Artists Salon 

Lesbian, gay, bi pride 
expressed in art. Thru July. 
Bearded Lady Cafe & Gallery, 
484 14th. 626-2805. 

Wasting Architecture 
Durham Crout and other 
artists' collaborative install¬ 
ation exploring connections 
between homophobia, HIV 
and buildings. Lec/dem, 7pm. 
Exhibit thru June. (Jal. 
College of Arts & Crafts, 
Main Gallery, 1700 17th St. 
495-2445. 

Hypothalamic InfQueerJies 
& Tit for Twat 

Photographic exhibit and 
installations about brainy 
lesbian and gay lives and 
bodies. Thru 7/17. SF 
Camerawork, 70 12th St. 
621-1001. 

Mirror-Miro 

Group exhibition of surreal 
sketches, paintings, 

sculptures and functional art. 
Thru 8/1. Architrave, 541 
Hayes. 621-4923. 

American Buffalo 

David Mamet's blunt tragic 
play. $8. 8pm. Laval's 
Subterranean Theatre, 1834 
Euclid St., Berkeley. (510) 
869-4669. 


TUESDAY 29 


Dreaming In Color 
Upfront, a new cabaret group 
(David Salinas, Judy 
Madden, Georganna Reis and 
Deane Larson), performs pop 
classics in a benefit for 
Project Open Hand. $10. 
8pm. Josie's, 16th at 

Market. 861-7933. 

The Closets are Empty... 

The Dining Room's Pull 
Author Ace London 

discusses his years as a 
publicist for Mahalia 

Jackson, Jayne Mansfield 
and others, and his early gay 
activism. 7:30pm. A 
Different Light, 489 Castro. 
431-0891. 

Bruce of L.A. 

Frederic Ohringer 
Physique nudes, florals and 
still lifes by two photographic 
masters. Thru 7/10. Scott 
Nichols Gallery, 49 Geary, 4th 
fl. 788-8438. 

Torsos: A New Body of Art 

Works by LA artist Justus, 
aka Joseph Michael Litzinger. 
Thru 7/31. The Lone Star, 
1354 Harrison, and 
Cocktails, 201 9th St. 

Jerome Caja 

Intimate erotic paintings. 
Thru June, Stud Bar, 9th & 
Harrison. 863-6623. 


tfvirtg Sober Conference For peopte in recovery. JurvB 
AA meetir>g, 4-5pm. Signed for the hearing 
impsred. &atl for location: 206-1556. Volunteer 
r^lght, 5pm-8prr», June 30,for the ' July 2-5 Livir>g 
Sober Conference at Larkin HaFL^Bill Graham Civic 
Auditorium, 206-1556. 

Project Inform Town Meeting Report from the 9th 
Iritemational AIDS Conference in Berlin. 7;^(^m, 
June 30. UCSF Laurel Hts, Aud. 3333 California at 
Presiriia Sublevel one. 558-9051! 

Froo Setf-Defensa ClasstfA. Street Patrol instructs 
& lesbians every SCiritfay/ 3-4pm, Collingwood 
Park, 18th & Eureka. Also two-hour session, June 
25, 7pm, golden Gate Lutheran Church, 601 Dolores. 
^5-7423., 

Lesbiira With A^4lelated Eyesight Loss Resources, 
: Issues and self-help strategies. National Association 
for Vreually Ptendicapped. 221 3201. 

Moige Classes Classes focusn^ on immune system 
repewation through yoga. Tuesdays & Thursdays^ 
j 8:30 10am & Wednesdays, 7:45’9:15pm. 848 

I Folsom St. 647-7110. 

; Bay Area MOitary Freedom Project Veterans willing to 
[ vvear their uniforms in the Gay Freedom Day Parade 
; call 306-0477. 

SF AIDS Foundation Volunteers needed in tho client 
! services department for one 4-hour shift a week. Call 
■ Eileen Biumenthal. 864 5855, ext. 2051. 


Gay Pride Week Specials 

Sauteed Medallions of Pork Loin with port wine, apple- 

raisin dressing, apricot chutney and 
mashed potatoes.9.75 

Chicken Stroganoff with marsala 
wine & mushrooms, over fettucini .9.75 

Chicken Cordon Bleu stuffed with 
spinach, mushrooms, & feta cheese, 
served with rice piiaf.10.50 

Grilled Halibut — Hawaiian style with 
pineapple-mango-lime beurre blanc, 
rice or potatoes.10.50 

Surf & TUrf — Grilled N.Y. Steak with 
Shrimp Scampi, roasted potatoes and 
vegetable gratin.12.95 

Patio Cafe 

531 Castro Street, between 18th/19th 
Reservations for 6 or more 621-4640 





CABARET & JUICE JOINT 


•A decidedly different kind of thrill." -OAKLAND TRIBUNE 
NY performer JOHN KELLY is JONI MITCHELL in 

WED-SUN, JUNE 23-JULY 4 • 8 PM • $10-12 
With added 10 PM shows Fri. June 25, Sat, June 26 & Fri. July 2 


COMICS 


Margaret Cho 
& MarkDavb 

Tues-SUN, July 6-11 * • 8 PM • $10-$12 
Added 10 PM Show Friday July 9 
‘On Wed, July 7, Mark Davis performs solo in 
his one-queer comedy, 'Among My Wigs* 


35S3 T6TH ST- (AT 
RgSERVATIONS: 86I-7933 


lllllllllllllllliips 

GRAPHICS ©1 993 MARIO MONDEILI FOR NEW FACES 415/864-8094 


A QLEER K O OLEYENI 

GLUE from LA i 

PANSY DIVISION from SF 
C.W.A. (C*nts With Attitude) from Olympia 

SATURDAY, JUNE 26 1 

Elbo Room - 647 Valencia - 10PM - $5.00 


PONDERHILL 

PRODUCTIONS 

presents 

"llvslerically ftinny. 
(‘aiislically an^ and 
piercingly sad... Screams 
with the pain of loss, hnt 
camouflages those screams 
with howls of laughter. 

-L.A. WEEKLY 



Deliciously wicked 
songs and lasch ious 
vignettes...ambitious 
and provocative!" 
-BAY AREA 
REPORTER 

"Full of passionate 
6c comjtle.x emo¬ 
tions... visceral 
and moving!” 

-l,.A. TIMES 


by Janies (!arroll Pickett • Directed by Kelly Hill 
Music bv Jon Cohen 


WED-SUN, 

JUNE11-JULY3 

M ed-Sat at 8 PM • Sun at 7 P\1 
.Matinees: 5 PM Sat bt 8 PM Sun 
Previews: W ed ic Thu, June •) ic 10 


Tlie Maiiistage at 

Theatre Rhinoceros 

292() 1()th St. at .Vli.ssion/BAHT 
ReseiA al ion.s: 861 -5079 


PHOTO SAVAGE PHOTOGRAPHY • GRAPHICS 01993 MARIO MONOEUI FOR NEW FACES 415fflM-8094 
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Community 



LesbianGay Chorus 
Readies Annual Concert 


Singing 

Proud 

by Philip Campbell 


T he Lesbian/Gay Cho¬ 
rus of San Francisco 
is set to perform the 
15th Annual Pride 
Concert on Friday, June 25, at 
Herbst Theatre. For a new 
generation of listeners, as 
well as faithful fans, it would 
be hard to pick a better start 
for the parade weekend. 

Artistic Director Pat Parr 
remains enthusiastic euid fair¬ 
ly bursting with good ideas, 
after taking over from origi¬ 
nal Music Director Rodger D. 
Pettyjohn seven seasons ago. 
Parr’s newer and younger 
voices ensure attunement 
with the community, and he 
wants to enlarge the audience 
base while including future 
travel plans and more out¬ 
reach programs. 

These are ambitious goals 
for a group that is 13 years 
old, but the Lesbian/Gay 
Chorus has always been 
something of a model organi¬ 
zation — a healthy mix of 
ages, colors, and genders. Ex¬ 
ecutive Director Phill Barber 
promises results on a working 
budget of $100,000, and we 
believe him. 

Working with other local 
arts institutions is one way of 
staying fresh, and ties with 
Lavender Arts Alliance, the 
San Francisco Gay Men’s 
Chorus, and Winds of Free¬ 


The women and men of the Lesbian/Gay Chorus stand tall among the redwoods 


dom (the concert crew of the 
Marching Band) provide sup¬ 
port and a marvelous talent 
pool. 

Corporate America is not 
ignored either, and even a 
monolith like Pac Bell can 
succumb to the public rela¬ 
tions possibilities of the cho¬ 
rus. A soon-to-be performed 
55-minute concert will be 
taped and distributed within 
the organization. 

Well-known nationally 
from their participation in 


conferences and tours, the 
Lesbian/Gay Chorus is partic¬ 
ularly thrilled about its up¬ 
coming trip to the Pacific 
Northwest and a recently con¬ 
firmed commitment to appear 
in Seattle’s Meany Hall. A 
first compact disc is projected 
for the holiday season. 


Sweeping Scope 

The oldest and largest 
mixed voice chorus is clearly 
set for another 13 years, and 


22 HOURS 900 - 844-4545 


LIVE TALK 01 TALKING PERSONALS 


RECORD YOUR PERSONAL AD FREE: 415-296-9965 

LOCAL GAY-OWNED AND OPERATED UL FIMATE RECEIVER - NO. CALIFORNIA 


the scope of the new Pride 
Concert proves their aspira¬ 
tions. 

Co-hosts Gail Wilson, the 
super singer from City Swing, 
and the irrepressible Empress 
I Jose, the Widow Norton, 
will front for a gala assembly 
of the Lesbian/Gay Chorus, 
the San Francisco Gay Men’s 
Chorus, Winds of Freedom, 
Voices: Bay Area Lesbian 
Choral Ensemble, and The 
Rhythm Method — four chirps 
from the Denver chorus who 
might be described as the les¬ 
bian Flirtations. 

Getting this large cast and 
crew on and off stage could 
make for an entertaining 
evening alone, but the bright 
Ms. Wilson and the barbed 
ad-libs of La Jose should keep 
things moving, and the pro¬ 
gram will include everything 
from classics to Garth Brooks. 

For their share of the pro¬ 
ceedings, the San Francisco 
Gay Men’s Chorus will pre¬ 
view a movement from Lega¬ 
cies, a commissioned work 
they will perform complete 
later in their season. 

Charter members of the 


Lesbian/Gay Chorus, Rose 
Mary Mitchell, Linda Rohde, 
and Michael Clark, must be 
awed by the current size of 
the group: 100 members with 
approximately 90 scheduled 
to appear on the 25th. Time 
commitments and dedication 
will pay off when Pat Parr 
takes the podium. He will 
also accompany Voices (a cho¬ 
rus subgroup like the GMC’s 
Menage) at the piano. 

The fall concert will be 
dedicated to gay and lesbian 
composers, including the 
American master of choral 
works Randall Thompson 
and newly out Janis Ian. For 
now, the focus is on commu¬ 
nity, pride, and a coming to¬ 
gether of every aspect of gay 
society. It is what the Les¬ 
bian/Gay Chorus of San Fran¬ 
cisco was founded for and 
what they intend to sing 
about on Friday. ▼ 

Editor’s Note: Tickets for the 
concert may be obtained by 
calling City Box Office at 392- 
4400 or the Lesbian/Gay Cho¬ 
rus of San Francisco at 861- 
7067. 


A Few Good Queers 


by Noreen C. Barnes 

T ale Spinners and The¬ 
atre Rhinoceros will 
jointly produce a 
work on lesbian, gay, 
and bisexual people in the 
military, based on oral histo¬ 
ries, with the current working 
title of Now Is the Time for 
All Good Men, Women, Gays, 
Lesbians, Fags, Dykes, Bisex¬ 
uals, Queers to Come to the 
Aid of Their Country. Play¬ 
wright Lee Jenkins is seeking 
to “get the community in¬ 
volved in the development of 
the play’’ by interviewing 
those who served who would 
like to share their stories with 
her. 

Jenkins says that she is 
“particularly interested in the 
stories that women have — 
and both male and female bi¬ 
sexuals. The experience of 
bisexuals really hasn’t been 
addressed by anyone yet. 
And the range of experience 


is important — I want to in¬ 
clude the positive aspects of 
life in the service as well as 
the witch hunts, and to try to 
work to explain the relation¬ 
ships among gays, lesbians, 
and bisexuals in the military, 
as well as with the straight 
service people who interacted 
with them.’’ 

The playwright is a profes¬ 
sor of speech communication 
at San Francisco State Uni¬ 
versity, specializing in devel¬ 
oping spoken-word perfor¬ 
mance from oral histories and 
personal narratives. She has 
been a member of the Tale 
Spinners’ Oral History Play¬ 
wrights Project for six years, 
and her play. Dangerous 
Beauty, was produced at The 
Marsh and Climate Theatre. 

If you would like to partic¬ 
ipate as an interviewee for 
this project, please call Tale 
Spinners Theatre at 550-9104 
by July 15, ▼ 
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HOT SEX DATES 

Try Sex (Connect— San Francisco's Most Popular Line. 


FINALLY 

THERE'S A SERVICZE EOF 

ASIAN MEN 
BLACK MEN 
LATINO MEN 
BEARS, DADDIES 

..M) THOSE WHO mirnm! 


1 900 505 2222 

NOW' EXPANDS TO DELIVER 
£/VE AND 5 BULLETIN BOARDS 
WHICH CATER TO YOUR DESIRES III 




NEIGHBORHOOD 
BULLETIN BOARDS 


ALSO 

MODELS 


MASSEURS 


BULLETIN 


BOARD 




INSTANT. 

No more 
hunting from 
bar to bar, 
club to club. 

HOT. 

Live customer 
to customer 



hook-ups. 

Uncensored 

listings. 

LOCAL. 

These special 
‘900’ numbers 
accessible 
only to 
Bay area 
customers. 

NICHED. 

Services 
tailored 
to your taste. 
Don’t waste 
time. Newest 
messages 
played first. 

GAY OWNED. 


UUVEANDS CALL 415 398 2600 ENTER PIN #91601 □ SEXCONNfO CALL 415 398 1616 ENTER PIN# 94601 


□ HARDCORE CALL 415 398 2600 ENTER PIN # 93601 □ JO JO CALL 415 398 1616 ENTER PIN # 95601 


□ FREE USTINGS FOR MODELS AND MASSEURS ON SEXCONNEa CALL 415 391 6302 ANYTIME! 

212-688-4934 

CHARTER 

COMMUNICATIONS 
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To Your Health 


Pool 


Facts About Aging 


by Dianne Aaronson 

I f you’ve been feeling 
lazy lately and either 
have not yet started your 
exercise program or are 
starting to slack off on the 
one that you already have, 
don’t! The sad fact is, that if 
you want to stay in shape and 
remain (or become) healthy, 
fit, and trim, you’re stuck 
with some type of exercise 
program for the rest of your 
life. 

First of all, diet alone just 
won’t do it. People who diet 
without reinforcing the 
weight management program 
with exercise will just contin¬ 
ue to lose lean muscle tissue 
along with the fat. 

Secondly, all the literature 
states that a person will be¬ 
come deconditioned in about 
as much time as it took him 
or her to get into condition. 
In other words, if and when 
you choose to discontinue ex¬ 
ercise, regardless of the pcU’- 
ticular type (running, weight 
lifting, swimming, etc.), you 
could be right back where 
you started in just a matter of 
months. Just how long is also 
determined by how advanced 


your current level of fitness 
is. 

If, on the other hand, you 
need to quit exercise for a 
while due to illness, do not be 
alarmed. Your body will 
spring back into shape fairly 
quickly, depending on how 
long of a break you need to 
take. 

Regardless of whether 
you’re young at heart or actu¬ 
ally still pretty young (for the 
moment, anyhow), there are 
some brutal facts regarding 
aging that cannot be avoided. 


Basal Metabolic Rate 

From a physiological point 
of view, certain things happen 
to a person’s body as they 
grow older. One is that the 
basal metabolism slows 
down. Those of you who are 
a decade or so past your 
twenties have probably no¬ 
ticed that you just don’t burn 
up calories the way you used 
to. Not only can you not get 
away with eating as much 
junk as you used to, but even 
good food seems to turn to fat 
a lot easier. There are a num¬ 
ber of possible reasons. 


One is that you just don’t 
have as much time or inclina¬ 
tion to be active as you did in 
your twenties. Being active 
in and of itself helps to keep 
the metabolism revved up 
and therefore burning more 
calories at rest. But even 
those of you who have re¬ 
mained fairly active must con¬ 
cede to age. A person’s basal 
metabolism decreases by two 
percent each decade after 20. 
After 30, muscle mass de¬ 
creases, followed by a de¬ 
crease in muscle strength. 

These hard facts, com¬ 
bined with a few other fac¬ 
tors, can lead to creeping obe¬ 
sity and an increase in body 
weight by one-half pound of 
fat per year. It may take you 
a while to realize you’ve 
gained fat if you go by the 
scale rather than by how you 
look and feel — because you 
may continue to weigh the 
same in pounds for quite 
some time. 

However, don’t be fooled. 
That lean tissue is being re¬ 
placed by fat even as you sit 
reading this article. The loss 
in lean tissue slows the 
metabolism even more. This 
is why older adults tend to 


Whited's Death 
Overshadows Series 


The SF Pool Association 
was stunned last week by the 
unexpected death of league 
president Norman Whited of 
AIDSrelated complications. 
“Norman didn’t think his cur¬ 
rent bout with his illness was 
that serious, and he refused to 
allow us to think it was,’’ said 
his aunt, Jeanine Matheson. 
His loss cast a somber shadow 
over last week’s playoff mat¬ 
ches. 

Fools Foil Cinch's 
Spoilers 

The semifinal showdown 


between the Cinch Spoilers 
and Tien Fulishness provided 
all the drama that teams with 
the two best records should 
have generated. Four of the 
Spoilers were veterans of 
three-peating defending cham¬ 
pion Q-Club teams, while the 
Fulishness was staffed by 
three league Hall of Famers — 
Lauren Ward, E.Z., and Luby 
Pelletier — and backed up by 
solid veterans, Rick Mariani 
and Lynn Westhoven. 

Their first face-off saw Ward 
(Continued on page 111} 



have a higher percentage of 
body fat, especially if they are 
relatively sedentary. Howev¬ 
er, exercise helps to burn fat 
and maintain or increase lean 
tissue, therefore “reversing’’ 
or at least taking the edge off 
of the aging process. 

Functional Capacity 

Something else that de¬ 
creases with age is what is 
known as a person’s “maxi¬ 
mal functional capacity” or 
maximum oxygen consump¬ 
tion. Max 02 is measured in 
terms of how much energy a 
person has available to them 
— how long and/or how hard 
they can exercise. 

Cardiac patients and ath¬ 
letes are two groups that are 
often tested for this capacity, 
through the use of a treadmill 
or cycle ergometer test. By 
the time a person is around 
25, they’ve reached their 
peak, after which a decline of 
nine percent per year occurs! 

That’s quite an incredible 
loss if you think about it for a 
minute. However, condi¬ 
tioned individuals have been 
shown to lose only two per¬ 
cent per decade. In other 
words, if you continue to plug 
away with those barbells or 
running those 5 kilometers, 
you’ll be doing a lot less huff¬ 
ing and puffing climbing up 
your stairs at 70 than your 
peers. 

Respiration 

Which brings up another 
advantage of exercise: it will 
help stave off the inevitable 
decrease in vital capacity 
(lung capacity). The contin¬ 
ued deep breathing and chest 
expansion that we experience 
during exercise may actually 
help to keep our respiratory 
muscles stronger longer. 


Osteoporosis 

Though women are at 
higher risk of decreasing 
bone mass and strength (os¬ 
teoporosis) because of hor¬ 
monal changes, it affects both 
genders and can be a life- 
threatening condition. Many 
older people die as a result of 
complications from fragile 
broken bones. 

Weight-bearing exercise 
(and progressive resistance) 
has been shown to be the 
most effective exercise for 
maintaining bone mass. 
Even using light hand 


weights can help increase 
bone mass in older adults. 


If you think 
you feel oW 
now, try aging 
without the 
help of 
exercise and 
see how really 
lousy you can 
feel. 


Flexibility 

Another necessary ingredi¬ 
ent that decreases with age is 
flexibility. The structure of 
our muscle fibers and connec¬ 
tive tissues actually changes 
physiologically with age. If 
left unused, they could be in a 
real mess as the decades roll 
on. Not only will our ham¬ 
strings and lower back mus¬ 
cles be too tight for us to 
bend down and tie our shoes, 
we’ll also be much more sus¬ 
ceptible to injury, because 
muscles act as shock ab¬ 
sorbers for the body. We 
need that resilience to spring 
back after a fall or some other 
accident. 

The bottom line is, if you 
think you feel old now, try ag¬ 
ing without the help of exer¬ 
cise and see how really lousy 
you can feel. I know plugging 
away can be a real drag at 
times, but think of the alter¬ 
native. And you don’t need 
to work out seven days a 
week either. A moderate 
three-to-five times per week 
of some type of cardiovascu¬ 
lar exercise (30 minutes will 
do) along with some weight- 
resistance sessions (three 
times per week for 30 min¬ 
utes) can literally work mira¬ 
cles. 

Please note that if you are 
a woman over 50 or a man 
over 40 and have been lead¬ 
ing a somewhat sedentary 
lifestyle as of late but would 
like to get into an exercise 
program, it is best to have a 
medical checkup just to be on 
the safe side. After you’ve 
been given the go-ahead, pro¬ 
ceed slowly. Give your body 
time to get used to this 
lifestyle change. You can al¬ 
ways run that marathon next 
year. ▼ 
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about setting new records in 
those events.” 

One of the teammates 
Lenderink has inspired, and 
someone he admits is pushing 
him to stay out front, is new- 


"Rob's 

personal best 
performances 
have been a 
real 

inspiration to 
the rest of us 
on the team." 
—Frank 
Dcmby 


comer Bruce Peters. Peters 
ran in both of Lenderink’s 
races at Los Gatos and set his 
Dwn personal best marks, fin- 
shing close behind in both 
the 800m (at 2:07) and the 
400m (at 55.7). 

“Bruce is just learning to 
refine his running style,” said 
Demby. “He has tremendous 
potential and enthusiasm, 
which will make him a run¬ 
ner to watch throughout the 
rest of this season and at next 
year’s Gay Games as well.” 

Six Personal Bests 

Overall, SFT&FC mem¬ 
bers scored six personal best 
marks at the Los Gatos meet. 
In addition to the dual PRs 
by Lenderink and Peters, per¬ 
sonal best times were record¬ 
ed by Carlos Ferriera in the 
100 meters and Joseph DeFal- 
co in the 800 meters. Season- 
best marks were delivered by 
Frank Demby (12.0 in the 100 
meters and 25.3 in 200 me- 


Softball 


Looking for a fow good 

( 415 ) 97641757 


2 hours for $2p....o... 

HOT PERSONALS or HOT LIVE TALK! 

Listings updated with each call—listen to personals, record your own, or talk LIVE! 


LOCAL GAY-OWNED AND OPERATED 


ULTIMATE RECEIVER - NO. CALIFORNIA 


Valerie Scott and teammate Rob Lenderink 

(Photo: Rick Thoman) 


edge is going to make the dif¬ 
ference from placing or not 
placing, or from taking a gold 
medal as opposed to taking 
the silver.” 

The San Francisco Track 
86 Field Club’s training ses¬ 
sions are at Kezar Stadium, 
Tuesday and Thursday nights 
at 6 p.m., and Sunday morn¬ 
ings at 10 a.m. All are wel¬ 
come to participate, regard¬ 
less of age or ability. For 


more information, call 550- 
7966. 

The SFTSeFC is continu¬ 
ing to raise funds to attend 
next year’s Gay Games by of¬ 
fering its special rate hotel/air¬ 
line package to all those inter¬ 
ested. For more information 
contact Bryan Travel at 731- 
8411 and ask for the San 
Francisco Track 86 Field 
Club’s discount Gay Games 
package. ▼ 


GSL Prepares 
for Playoffs 


by Nancy Boutilier 

A s the regular season 
came to a close, Gay 
Softball League offi¬ 
cials found them¬ 
selves facing anything but 
regular standings. A tie-break¬ 
er formula will have the final 
say in sorting out the playoff 
pairings, as the Cable Car Di¬ 
vision came to a close with 
the Bear and the Edge dead¬ 
locked with 10-4 records on 
the top of the heap. 

In the Barbary Coast Divi¬ 
sion, Rolo rode the crest of 
the wave with a 12-2 tally, fol¬ 
lowed by a four-way tie be¬ 
tween Castro Pharmacy, Dot- 
tie’s True Blue Cafe, Metro 
Rita’s and the Phonebooth, all 
boasting a 10-4 showing. 

By comparison, the Wom¬ 
en’s Division sorted out with 
relative ease, as The Cafe 
once again finished without a 
loss at 14-0. Pier 50/Olive Oil’s 
followed at 11-3, trailed by 
Leticia’s with a 9-5 record. 

Cable Car Division 

The Edge had to work 
hard to hold their edge as the 


Pendulum Bucs swung out to 
a 3-0 lead in the top of the 
first. In the bottom of the in¬ 
ning, the Edge batted around 
the order for ten runs, includ¬ 
ing a Bobby Bates home-run 
blast, to triumph, 16-5, and 
hold onto their piece of the 
first-place pie. 

The Bear held onto a share 
of the pie, as Skip Schafer hit 
safely three-for-three, and 
Kevin Blier’s lead-off homer 
in the fifth sealed the fate of 
Group Therapy, as the Bear 
broke loose for an 8-5 victory. 
Wendy Columbo and Tamara 
Mallory paced GT’s attack. 

Mallory and Nancy War¬ 
ren lead GT’s hitting against 
Rossi Meat/LYRIQ but again 
five was where their score 
settled, and RM/LYRIC 
scored a sweet sixteen, paced 
by Marilee Mancuso, Gail 
Hand, and Chris Sumida, 
winning, 16-5. 

Winning Cub pitcher Dar¬ 
rel Haven helped his own 
cause by scoring four runs in 
four trips to the plate, as the 
Cubs took their turn scoring 
sixteen in a 16-8 win over 
(Continued on page 109) 


Lenderink Leads PR Assault 


At 29, Rob Lenderink is in 
the best shape he’s ever been 
in. This year he has run per¬ 
sonal best times in four differ¬ 
ent events, and it doesn’t ap¬ 
pear as though he’s reached 
the limits of his full potential 
yet. 

His most recent PRs came 
at the U.S. Track 86 Field As¬ 
sociation’s Pacific Division 
Championships in Los Gatos 
on June 12. The San Francis¬ 
co Track 86 Field Club run¬ 
ner set a personal best mark 
in the 800 meters at two min¬ 
utes and another in the 400 
meters, running 53.7 seconds. 
Lenderink also jumped into 
the 4x100 meter relay and 
helped the tecun record a sea¬ 
son-best time of 48.2 seconds. 

The transplanted Holland 
native has been nicknamed 
the “Flying Dutchman” for 
his relentless efforts at im¬ 
proving his performances. 
This season Lenderink has 
run a PR in the 100, 200, 400, 
and 800 meters. His time in 
the 800m tied the SFT86F 
Club record of 2:00 in that 
event (set in 1990 by Doug 
Brooks), and he should dip 
below the two-minute mark 
before the season is over. 

“My training has been 
right on schedule, and I’ve 
been listening to my body 
more closely this season in 
hopes of avoiding injury,” 
said the ebullient Lenderink. 
He was clocking personal 
best performances last year 
when a foot injury sidelined 
him mid-season. Lenderink 
has been on a strengthening 
program since then, and his 
performances so far indicate 
he’s back in top form. 

“Rob’s been doing a 
tremendous job,” noted co¬ 
coach Frank Demby. “His 
personal best performances 
have been a real inspiration 
to the rest of us on the team. 
And his contribution to the 
relay teams has us excited 


ters), Eddie Hall (12.3/lOOm, 
24.8/200m), Michele Lewis 
(28.9/200m), Aaron Levin 
(2:22/800m) and Reggie Snow¬ 
den (21’2-l/2”/long jump). 

“Everyone gave a tremen¬ 
dous effort at the meet,” 
Demby said, referring to the 
Los Gatos championships. “If 
we can keep our injuries in 
check, this should be a great 
season for the club.” 

Keeping injuries in line 
may be a problem. Although 
Valerie Scott has returned 
from a hip injury and Ken¬ 
neth Parish seems to have 
overcome his hamstring prob¬ 
lem, several members are still 
hurting. 

Demby said that most con¬ 
cern is centered around Ed¬ 
die Hall and his recurrent 
shin problem, and Rick 
Thoman, who seems to be pil¬ 
ing up injuries faster than he 
can recover from them. Also 
of concern, Snowden (ham¬ 
string), Ferriera (ankle), and 
Lewis (Achilles’ tendon). 

“So far these problems 
haven’t gotten too far out of 
hand and we’re treating them 
aggressively,” noted Demby. 
“The athletes are adjusting 

their training accordingly and 
should be back to competing 
very soon. 

Demby reminded those in¬ 
terested in participating in 
next year’s Gay Games that 
it’s not too early to start train¬ 
ing. “Our new members have 
been doing a great job this 
year, and the experience 
they’re gaining from this sea¬ 
son will put them ahead of 
those that wait until next year 
to begin training for the 
Games. In many cases that 
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4084 18th. St. (2nd Level) 
Open Daily 621-1188 



Come in and see our collection of realistic dildos 



Feel Our 
Passion 

FOR PROFESSIONAL BODY PIERCING 


auntlet, 


Since 
Inc. 1975 

2377 Market Street 
at Castro 
(415) 431-3133 

Open 7 days, ’til 9:00 Thursday & Friday 





3t7-A 10th Street atfoteom 

(415) ^*9166 - Open DaVNoon til Opm 



BAY AREA REPORTER JUNE 24, 1993 PAGE 106 



The Party of the Year 



Leather Pride Float for 1993 was created and executed by (I to r): Nick Veratakis, James Loughran 
and Warren Cave. Watch for it in Sunday's parade. (Photo: Mr. Marcus) 


L ots of people have a 
problem with the 
theme of this year’s 
gay/lesbian pride pa¬ 
rade and celebration, and if 
their feelings remain as 
strong as they are this year 
and they want to make a 
change for next year, all they 
have to do is get off their 
butts and attend the parade 
meetings. It’s as simple as 
that. If you didn’t vote, don’t 
bitch. 

I’m really too through 
hearing all the bitching and 
complaining. It’s a done deal, 
so get over it — and when the 
notices of parade meetings 
are published next year (as 
they always are), join in and 
maybe you’ll be happier 
about next year’s theme. 

Let’s get on with a celebra¬ 
tion that w£is originally begun 
to show solidarity and pride, 
and let’s revel in whatever ad¬ 
vances we’ve made (albeit 
slow in coming) in being 
treated like everyone else, in¬ 
stead of the second-class citi¬ 
zen status we’ve been endur¬ 
ing. No, I didn’t attend any of 
the parade committee meet¬ 
ings; I haven’t since I served 
on the committees of the first 
three parades. I’m not 
complaining, and I’m not 
making judgments on any of 
the developments I just want 
to see our tribe do its thing 
and have fun, and I hope you 
all have the same attitude. 
While in the process, be care¬ 
ful, don’t over-indulge in any 
of your proclivities, and 
above all, have fun! That’s 
what this Sunday is all about. 

¥ 4 Y- 

When the parade steps off 
this Sunday, be sure to watch 
for the Leather Pride Float. 
For the past few weeks, 
scores of volunteers under the 
guidance of Nick Veratakis, 
Warren Cave and James 
Loughran have been design¬ 
ing, creating and executing 
the final version, which you’ll 
all see this coming Sunday. 
Motorcycle clubbers and inde¬ 
pendents will escort the float, 
and leather personages, old 
and new, will grace the plat¬ 
form. Naturally, none of the 


material for this was free, ex¬ 
cept the blood, sweat and 
hammering it took to make it 
a reality, so if you want to 
help with the expenses, 
there’s a beer/soda bust at the 
Eagle this Friday, June 25, 
2000-2300, for only $5.1 hope 
you’ll all be there in support. 

And while I’m at it, if you 
just can’t make it to the pa¬ 
rade, the video rushes of the 
entire event by Knight’s 
Video (formerly B.M.L. 
Video) will be shown at the 
Eagle and at Headquarters 
Bar beginning at 1500. Their 
cameras will be at the United 
Nations Plaza, so wave when 
you march by. 


The edited 1993 video goes 
on sale at A Different Light 
Bookstore on Castro on Mon¬ 
day, June 28, so be the first in 
your building to have one! 
Relive your Year of the 
Queer experience over and 
over again! 

^ ^ ^ 

Lots of tourists have been 
flooding into town and are 
out in full force all over the 
campus. Last Thursday night. 
International Mr. Drummer 
1989, Brian Dawson, blew 
into town for a business con¬ 
ference and ended up as a 
(Continued on next page) 































Mr. Marcus 



Int'l Mr. Drummer 1989, Brian Dawson was one of the bare 
chest contest judges at the Eagle last week, here with his San 
Francisco pal, Chris Whipp. (Photo; Mr. Marcus) 


(Continued from previous page) 
judge at the Eagle’s Mr. 
November 1994 bare chest 
calendar contest along with 



Rainbeau will entertain at a 
night of Erotic Entertain¬ 
ment, Friday, June 25 at the 
Kennel Club and will un¬ 
doubtedly wow her fans 
once again. (Photo: Mr. Marcus) 


Josh Bottfeld and Don Nel¬ 
son. Another hilarious inter¬ 
lude with a half-dozen contes¬ 
tants, and when it was all 
over, Sid Torres (who was 
cdso the first runner-up in the 
Mr. Edge Leather contest) 
grabbed the spot with Bill 
Forbes the runner-up. The fi¬ 
nal spot, Mr. December, will 
be chosen on Thursday, July 
1, and on July 17, all 12 of 
them will compete for the 
cover of the 1994 calendar. 

Nice turnout for the 
Shades Project Show at 
Lennon Studios on Saturday 
night, June 19, to benefit the 
current crop of art works. 
The shades are on display at 
the Watering Hole, Lone Star 
Saloon, Cocktails, The Edge, 
Borderline and Polk Gulch, 
and you can make your silent 
bids for them (to benefit the 
AIDS Emergency Fund) up 
to the close of business on 
Sunday night, June 27. Some 
of them are gorgeous, funny, 
beautiful, innovative and 
clever, so buy one. Now. 

Meanwhile, there was a 
huge gathering of two of the 
area’s most popular computer 
bulletin boards at the Eagle, 
Eye Contact and Back Door. 
They had a “modem” contest 
for both groups, and it was so 
hilarious that I didn’t get the 
winners’ names — a lot of 
laughs. The bulletin boards 
bring together a lot of inter¬ 
esting (and some very, very 
hot) men, and I understand 
they may be adding a leather 
(Continued on next page) 



WE WANT 
YOUR LEATHER 

for the 

Sixth Annual 
Castro Lions 
Leather Auction 
and Beer Bust 

Sunday, July 11, 1993 
Eagle Patio 3 to 6 PM 

A San Francisco tradition of hot 
skins and cold beer. 


Eat and drink your fill ($8) and bid on 
the best leather bargains of the year. All proceeds 
to benefit the Castro Lions Charity Fund. 

To donate leather call Lion Tom Rodgers, 861-0516 
after 6 pm, or bring items to the auction. 


THE 

NEW 


MR 



LEATHER 
LATEX 
CLOTHING 
BONDAGE GEAR 
SMTOYS 

Fetters Bondage 
Equipment is the 
Finest Quality in 
America! 


PRE 6Ay PRIDE 

INVEHTORV 

CLEARANCE 

SALE 



Our Biggest 
Sale Ever 
Ends 
Saturday! 


We still have plenty of clearance items on sale: 
Women's Leatherwear at 70% off 
Discontinued Boots at 60% off 
Many Styles of Leather Jocks at 70% off 
T-Shirts at 50% off 

Selected Bondage Items at blow-out prices 
Chrome armbands for just $5.00 each 
Selected Leather Jackets at 50% off 
One style of Leather Caps at 70% off 
and much, much more! 


And discounts on leather merchandise 
storewide: 10% off Vests, Shirts, Pants, Jocks 
& Pouches, Jackets, Chaps, and Belts 
15% off Armbands, Caps, C&B Toys, Masks, 
Restraints, and Wristbands 

Pius 10% off Fetters Metal Restraints, and all 
Diidos, Tit Clamps, Whips, and Paddles 


Pick up your copy of the ^ is now open noon to 6 pm every Sunday 

world's largest ey^cept Gay Pride Day and The Fourth of July 

leather-SM-bondage catalog. 11 am to 7 pm Monday thru Saturday 

Two volumes, 160 pages, nearly Mr. S Leathers 

900 photos... just $15.00 1779 Folsom Street (at 14th Street) 


San Francisco — (415) 863-7764 


Find what you're looking for in The 
B.A.R.'S CLASSIFIED SECTION! 


CeLSSRATS GAY PRIOG PARAOf PAY 

AY 



the watering hole 


1145 Folsom Street, San Francisco 

South of Market’s Oldest and Friendliest Leather-Levi Bar 
Serving the Gay Community for over sixteen years 
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TERWPHOlO'MUSClEPORIFOLr#? 
MR.CO«l«WB£Er ED HANSON 

RID’N ROP’N & PUMP’N 


SEE BIG EO 

AT THE MUSCLE DUDE RANCH 
THE RIVER ★ THE GYM 
THE POOL ★ THE MOTORCYCLE 


IN MUSCLEVISION- & HI FI STEREO 

VHS SSE • pal- secam- formats (-add *5) 

CHECK MO VISA MC US FUNDS 



HOT 

GAY 

PHOIUE 


TRY IT NOW- 
FIND OUT 
HOW 

1-800 




Adults 18+ Only 


BbSSSj 


Aug. 1st, 1993 

More Info 648-3247 

* ( D o r e A I I c y ) 


Three hot new film programs on 3 big 
screens In main auditorium, each program 3 
hours, changed Sunday and Thur^ay. Main 
screen —3 features; 2nd—All Hot Jackoffs. 
Grand Prix and Halcyon film exclusives; 
3rd—Classic Film Loops of the '60s-’70s. Plus 
JIO Room with monitor screens. Our J/O 
audience does Its own live show every dayl 
Adm. s8. Circle J Is HOT. CLEAN and SAFEI 


Taste the 
Dijference! 



Sid Torres won the November '94 spot on the Bare Chest Calendar last Thursday, June 17 at 
the Eagle. (Photo: Mr. Marcus) 


3 MOVIE 
SCREENS 

HOT GAY 
PROGRAMS 
SIMULTANEOUSLY! 


Mint Flavored 




CONDOMS 

Condoms for them that do!!! 
TASTE the DIFFERENCE! 12 

for $12.95, 24 for $19.95, 
48 for $29.95. Send check or 
money order to: Moil Order 
International, Dept. TEC 1, P.O. 
Box 2506, Martinez, CA 
94553. 

Special notei; $i.oo from 

the sole of every dozen 
condoms will go to Trinity Epis¬ 
copal Church from soles oc¬ 
curring out of this od. through 
Dec., 1993. 


(Continued from previous page) 

news column to their elec¬ 
tronic menus. Hmmmmm. 

No sooner had the BBS 
(Bulletin Board Service) guys 
started heading for the hills 
when a busload of drag 
queens invaded the Eagle cel¬ 
ebrating Joe Sobesiak’s (of the 
Cal Eagles) birthday. And 
here I thought all the drag 
queens were on the GDIs 
weekend run! That bus had 
been terrorizing all the 
known gay neighborhoods be¬ 
fore they got to the Eagle, so 
you know they were very, 
very pretty by midnight! 

Joe looked so good (even in 
“camp” drag) that a wag on 
the patio chastised him for 
not entering the Closet Ball! 
Joe is a million laughs — even 
when he was their corre- 


Our First 

Cay Pride & 4th of July 



Mmm! 


SeOeMeHe^ 

Downtown Convenience 
Just 3 Blocks From Market 
St.(Btwn5th&6th) 


Unheard Of Savings 
On The Best All-Male 
XXX VIDEOS 


Every Title Reduced 
A Min. Of 10%... 
Most MUCH More! 

Sale Ends July 4.1993 



FOISOM GULCH 


VIDEO 

LEATHER 


947 FOLSOM 
(415)495-6402 


Open • I0am-3pm 
ARCADE WKENDS-24hrs. 


spending secretary! 

Sunday afternoon, June 20, 
huge turnout for the Daddy’s 
Day Leather Auction by Don 
Thompson (and crew) at the 
Eagle beer/soda bust to bene¬ 
fit the AIDS Emergency 
Fund and Godfather Service 
Fund. Hey, they raised exact¬ 
ly $6000! Not shabby at all. 
Between the auction items, 
Danny Williams and Lenny 
Broberg traded barbs and 
wowed the crowd with outra¬ 
geous remarks directed to¬ 
ward the Dating Game con¬ 
testants. Fun afternoon. Prof¬ 
itable afternoon. 

★ ★ ★ 

If you want to see a smash¬ 
ing video of the March on 
Washington, Nelson Music 
and Video Productions has 


put together a fabulous two- 
hour show that will make you 
extremely sorry you missed 
the march. It’s entitled San 
Francisco Leather Pride and 
the March on Washington 
and will be on sale in one of 
the booths at the Civic Center 
this Sunday. 


Besides all the panoramic 
beauty of our nation’s capital 
and the million or more 
people in attendance, the mu¬ 
sic, camera work and lighting 
are superb. It captures the 
essence of leather pride and 
how it was received by the 
people watchers — applause 
all along the way — plus every 
leather title holder who could 
make it. It’s narrated by sev¬ 
eral people, and if you need 
more info, call 776-1979. A 
must! ▼ 



"I Gotcha," said Lenny Broberg to Mr. SF-Eagle Leather Andy 
Rose just before he was auctioned off at the Eagle on Sunday, 
June 13 to benefit the Stop AIDS Project. (Photo: Mr. Marcus) 
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Mr. Marcus 


SAN FRANCISCO 


* Affairs to Remember ^ ^ 


First off, here’s one you will 
not have to remember: The sec¬ 
ond annual Powersurge S/M 
Conference for Women, which 
was scheduled for Sept. 3-6 in 
Seattle, has been canceled. The 
show, “Degenerotica,” scheduled 
for Sunday evening. Sept. 5, will 
be presented. Any questions? 
Call Julia Kaplan at (206) 325- 
6162. 

Also, now through July 7, the 
poster collection of South of Mar¬ 
ket activities by Mark DeCicco is 
on the walls of the Jackhammer. 
Relive some of the big parties 
and events of the ’70s and ’80s. 

Thursday, June 24: Interna¬ 
tional Mr. Deaf Leather contest 
at Griffs Bar in Los Angeles 
tonight. Philip Rubin will be the 
emcee and the action starts at 
2130 — and thanks Bob Donald¬ 
son for a good year! 

Hot Ash Club night at the 
Lone Star Saloon beginning 
around 2000. Smoke till you 
choke, or better. Cigars available 
on the premises. 

Sluts for Sensation and Club 
Cream present “Rivers of 
Cream,” a women-only safe-sex 
play party at the Eros Center. 
Doors open at 2000 and close at 
2400. Bring your own towels, 
lube and a lock (for your locker) 
and $15. Part of the proceeds for 
Venus Infers, Pat Califia’s hot 
new leatherwomen’s mag! Pat’s 
praying the premiere issue will 
be on sale that night. 

Friday, June 25: Mr. Cen¬ 
tral Canada Drummer contest in 


Softball 


Toronto, Canada, tonight and to¬ 
morrow night. If you’re there, 
don’t miss! 

Rainbeau, everyone’s favorite 
stripper, appears in “concert” for 
a night of erotic entertainment at 
the Kennel Club, 628 Divisadero. 
Tix are only $10 with dancing 
until 2300 and then the big show, 
Hot night expected. 

Leather Pride Float benefit 
beer/soda bust at the Eagle from 
2000 to 2300 for only $5! Leather 
galore, fun, cruising, success! 

Rita Rockett and Mark 
Abramson celebrate their birth¬ 
days tonight at Trax on Haight 
starting at 2100. Gail Wilson and 
the Fabulous Velcros will per¬ 
form, all to benefit the Sunday 
brunches on Ward 5A at SF Gen¬ 
eral Hospital with great door 
prizes for some lucky people. 

Saturday, June 26: 16th An¬ 
nual Phoenix Uniform Club’s 
Uniform fis Leather Ball in the 
Green Room of the War Memori¬ 
al Bldg. (McAllister and Van 
Ness Avenue). Tickets are $25 in 
advance from both Mister S loca¬ 
tions and at Leather Masters in 
San Jose or $35 at the door with 
a hosted bar and a lavish buffet 
dinner. Half the proceeds to the 
AIDS Emergency Fund; this one 
is not to be missed, from 1900 to 
2300. 

Furry Buns contest at the Wa¬ 
tering Hole to benefit the Godfa¬ 
ther Service Fund from 2000- 
2300 for a $5 beer/soda bust. This 
one should be fun if you’re into 
hirsute posteriors! You can sign 


up right up until contest time! 

The 15 Association’s Gay 
Freedom Ni^t play party with 
the usual suspects paying $10. 
Sodas provided, but BYOB. 
Doors open from 2100-2300, and 
the action goes until 0200. Call 
673-0452 for invite and location. 

Sunday, June 27: Gay- 
Queer-Fag-Homo-Fruit-Dyke 
Pride Parades in San Francisco 
and Los Angeles as well as other 
cities across the nation. Don’t for¬ 
get the video rushes begin at 
1500 at the Eagle and at Head¬ 
quarters Bar by Knight Video. 
Parties galore all over town and 
especially at the end of the pa¬ 
rade here. 

Monday, June 28: If you’ve 
got any strength left, you might 
want to get down to Headquar¬ 
ters for David Barnett’s pastel 
renderings of male images. Flaw¬ 
less use of the genre makes it a 
must-see show! Reception for the 
artist at 1800, and it will hang un¬ 
til the end of the month. 

Thursday, July 1: Final spot 
on the 1994 Bare Chest Calendar 
gets filled tonight for Mr. Decem¬ 
ber 1994 beginning at 2200. Win 
$100, fame, community commit¬ 
ment. And thanks for all your 
support of this project. 

Weekend, July 2-4: Oregon 
Drummer weekend in Portland. 
Drummer Man and Drummer 
Boy selected on Sunday, July 4, 
at Darcelle’s XV Tavern. More 
on this one next week! ▼ 



* * 


FREEDOM 


DAY PARADE 


June 

27th 

1993 



THE PHOENIX UNIFORM CLU 

UNITORM 

B^A 

F=E/\TUF«ING GAIL. WII 
$25 ADVANCE $35 DOOR 
TICKETS AT ALL MR. S LEATHER 
LOCATIONS & LEATHER MASTERS- 
SAN JOSE. MAIL ORDERS BEFORE 
JUNE 12TH TO P.O. BOX 31699 
SAN FRANCISCO,CA 94131 
50 % OF NET PROCEEDS WILL BE DONATED TO THE AIDS EMERGENCY FUND 


GSL 

(Continued frorn page 105) 

Rossi Meat/LYFUC. 

Haven got help from Cub 
teammate Ray Tilton’s home- 
run blast, but this time the 
Cubs could not hold off the 
Pilsner Prism attack, as 
Michele Wagner and Jim 
Smithey each tagged homers 
for the Prism in the 13-11 Pil¬ 
sner win. 

Viacom held a 4-0 lead for 
the first two innings, but the 
Cinch swung back, tapping 
out eight in the third and an¬ 
other four in the sixth, includ¬ 
ing a “Grann slam” blast. In 
the end, it was the Cinch, 12- 
7. 


Barbary Coast Division 

Solid defense and some 
timely hitting by Huffin 
Puffins Kevin Ahart and John 
Quinn spoiled Dottie’s chance 
of a solo claim to second 
place in the Barbary Coast Di¬ 
vision. The Puffins surprised 
Dottie’s with a 9-5 upset. 

Four RBIs tallied by Tim 
Kneis and a homer hit to 
Smith-erines helped Metro 
Rita’s to a win over the 
Rawhide Outlaws, 12-5, giv¬ 
ing Rita’s a quarter of the 
bragging rights to a second- 
place finish. 

In a seesaw battle the Lon- 
estar Cockstars kept coming 
up with the runs they needed 
to mutiny the Pendulum Pi¬ 
rates’ early lead. Mike Belmes 
hit safely three times and 
crossed the plate with the 
winning run on a Willie Wat¬ 
son hit in the bottom of the 
sixth, as the Cockstars won, 
10-9. 

The V in victory was 
spelled out by homers by Vet¬ 
ter, Michael, and Velez, Rich, 
as the Stud Puppies outran 
the Golden Bears, 14-12. 



Women's Division 

Sabin Chiropractic cracked 
out a five-run rally in the first 
inning, paced by a pair of 
doubles by Deb Fix and 
Chris Callans. The Cafe 
chipped back, with a five-for- 
five performance by Maureen 
Hogan that included three 
doubles of her own, as The 
Cafe topped Sabin, 14-7, and 
secured the top seed in the 
playoffs. 

Cathy Sutton helped drive 
in two big runs to break a 2-2 
tie, as Kim Kinker and Lynne 
Picchi scored in the bottom of 
the fifth to lift Leticia’s over 
Cafe Too, 4-2. 

Pier 50/Olive Oil’s blanked 
Cafe Too, 5-0. 

Silverman’s Chiropractic 
watched a 10-4 lead melt 
away in the top of the final 
inning as the Metro rallied for 
six runs to tie the game. But 
Silverman’s rallied back for 
the one run they needed as 
Novella knocked Courtney 
home for Silverman’s victory, 
11 - 10 . 

Talk about comebacks. 
Friend & Friedman dug deep 
for seven runs in the seventh 
to turn a 2-8 deficit into a 9-8 
win over Cafe Too. 

FfisF had a big day, 1^ 
beating Leticia’s 8-5, but Leti¬ 
cia’s evened the score with a 
1-0 continuation victory to 
break a tie that was held over 
from weeks past. 

GSL playoffs begin July 

11 . ▼ 




DATELINE.SAN FRANCISCO 

The Rebirth of A Lesend Begins. 

Saturday. June 26th Therafter beginning July 10th. 


"Nothing Like It... Never wiii be.' 


520 Fourth Street 
San Francisco - 495-6620 


The Party Palace is Back for the Gay *90s. 
See You On The Dance Floor. 
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SAN FRANCISCO 


June 


freedomI 27th 

11993 


DAY PARADE 


STORMYLEATHER 

10 Percent! 

Celebrate our diversity in leather, 
latex, and PVC. Hot clothing for 
women, men and others. 
Bring this ad in for a I0% dis¬ 
count. ( Good through July 7) 

I 158 Howard St. ( between 7 & 8th) 4 I 5- 626-1672 
M - Th 12 - 6 Fn - Sn I 2 - 7 Closed G.iv Dav 


TATTOO 


465 CASTRO ST. 
863-6300 


10-6 DAILY 
APPOINTMENT SUGGESTED 


Send $3 For Our Catalogue 

IMAGE LEATHER 


\ 2199 MARKET STREET 

\\ SAN FRANCISCO. CA 94114 


A 48 page glossy magazine exclusively geared for fuU- 
framed gay men and those who admire them! 

Over 500 Personal ads and photos, 
articles of interest, steamy fiction, 
featured men and more.. 

FOR INFORMATION ON HOW TO SUBSCRIBE, WRITE OR CALL 


BigAd 

ITH §AN FRANI 


P.O. BOX 1160 SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94083 

TOLL FREE 1-800-783-2441 


Safer, Hotter, Better! 
We Set tlie Stantlaril. 


MALE HEAT 

sex porties 
Fri & Sat, 10pm-4 am 

CLUB CREAM 

for women 
Thurs. June 24 


GAY DAY 
SEX-O-THON 

Sunday 4 pm-2am 

MEN'S SWEAT 

Sunday 3 pm-12 
Wednesday 4 pm-12 


2051 Market Hotline: 864-3767 




by Johnny C. Lately 


Swap Meat 


E ven though Cruisin’ 
57 is supposed to 
take place in 
Philadelphia of the 
1950s, the cars used in the be¬ 
ginning of the video are defi¬ 
nitely of ’60s vintage. And so 
are the costumes worn by the 
models (when they are wear¬ 
ing clothes). So the film’s try 
at producing ’50s style porn is 
only an approximation, at 
best. Sitting in the ’90s, 
watching a vintage ’70s porn 
flick that attempts to recreate 
the ’50s, is enough to make 
you dizzy. 

As is the case in many 
films from the ’70s, this video 
lacks savvy and sophistica¬ 
tion. It’s often hard to hear 
what the actors are saying, or 
moaning. Not that dialogue is 
that necessary in this venue, 
but if it communicates the 
story, it’s always nice to know 
what is happening. The 
videography leaves much to 
be desired. The takes are usu- 
edly done with little or no 
lighting, resulting in really 
lousy cum shots where you 
can’t see anything and you 
wonder if they actually came 
at all. The sound track is mu¬ 
sic taped off a really irritating 
radio station, commercieds in¬ 
cluded. This is supposed to 
add to the ’50s ambiance? I 
don’t think so. 

The sex, on the other 
hand, is not bad. All the 
scenes are solo or couple acts. 
There aren’t any group 
scenes. As a matter of fact, I 
don’t even think people knew 
what orgies were in the ’50s. 
But the boyg are cute with 
big dicks. Not much is said 
when sex is occurring, which 
is nice. And the actors seem 
to be genuinely into it, not 
posed for every move, jerk, or 
thrust. 

There is something inno¬ 
cent about the men in this 
video that brings back a nos¬ 
talgia for the days when I was 
growing up. Michael Muni, 
the main character, does a 
stimulating solo jerk-off that 
got me squirting. Tough guy 
Terry Winter allows Muni to 
seduce him with booze and 
then tells him to get lost after 
he fucks the hell out of him. 
This is reminiscent of those 
high school bullies who did 
whoever they wanted and got 
away with it because they 
knew they had the power: a 
really big dick. 

The final line that is dis¬ 
played on the screen was 
more than I could take “After 
an absence of 60 years from 
the Silver Screen we are 
bringing you back the glam¬ 
our and splendor that 
adorned the silent screen.’’ 
Time for a reality check. On a 
scale of eroticism that peaks 
with four squirts, I give 
Cruisin’ 57 one squirt. 


Cruisin' 57 
Bijou Video 


Hot Pursuit is quite a dif¬ 
ferent story. Another new 
Falcon pasteurization, this 
one takes place in San Fran¬ 
cisco. It follows the main 
character, David Montana, 
through his travels into such 
worldly hangouts as The Pit 
and Blow Buddies looking for 
his ex-slut lover. All this is fa¬ 
miliar territory to those of us 
who are still looking for our 
future ex-husbands, but who 
cares. 

What really bothers me 
about this video is the fact 


Muscle System refugees from Hot Pursuit 


that none of the models has 
any body hair. And only one 
brave soul sports facial hair. 
Cliff Parker. He looks great 
and has a beautiful butt. If I 
didn’t know some of the ac¬ 
tors and recognize the San 
Francisco haunts, I would 
have sworn the video was 
done in L.A. and sponsored 
by Gillette. Where are the 
real people? 

But as always. Falcon de¬ 
livers when it comes to good 
hot slippery, sweaty, sex. 
Most of the scenes are group 
scenes with three or more, 
and there’s only one duet. But 
there’s too much stiff and 
awkward dialogue. Much of 
the script, as weak as it is, 
could be dropped and filled 
with more penetrating action 
— something equally stiff but 
less awkward. Most of these 
prime cuts are not actors; 
they should stick to what they 
know best, fucking and suck¬ 
ing. 

One especially erotic scene 
tales place with two fellows 
bonking on a chain link fence. 
The hero, horse-hung David 
Montana, comes across the 
enthralled couple on the other 
side of the fence which makes 
for a great “so close yet so far 


away ” scenario. It’s a real 
treat for those voyeurs who 
can’t keep their hands off 
themselves. David Montana 
lives nearby and, rumor has 
it, he almost lost his day job 
because of this “perfor¬ 
mance.’’ Montana not only 
has a great body but he has 
the biggest throat scrubber in 
the movie. If you like big 
dicks, and I do, this one is 
well worth watching. 

Many cast members from 
Hot Pursuit can be found 
pumping up at the Muscle 
System on their days off. 
Away from the set, if you 
haven’t already guessed their 
profession from their level of 
self-absorption, the bulges in 
their spandex quickly give it 
away. Muscle Sisters might 
also note who attends the pay 
phone regularly as a clue to 
another, somewhat related vo¬ 
cation. 

The bottom line in this 
video is sex. Forget about the 
story, when and where it was 
made, or how the actors look 
with their clothes on. If the 
sex isn’t any good then why 
bother watching? Hot Pursuit 
gets a solid three squirts from 
me. 

Hot Pursuit 

Falcon Video 


David Montana: big 
dick 
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Pool 

(Continued from page 104) 


begin a match in which neither 
team would lead by more than 
two games with a game one 
table run. With the match on 
the line at 8-7, Pelletier played 
a magnificent two-rail position 
shot for perfect 8-ball position 
to win the match and complete 
a perfect 4-0 personal perform¬ 
ance. 

In the second of their best-of- 
three match series played 
Thursday, July 10, at the Cinch, 
the two teams again locked in 
a seesaw match. E.Z. tied it up 
at 8-8 with a table run only to 
see Rex Norman win the 17th 
game tie-breaker. 


The final match returned to 
Cafe on July 15, and again the 
match would see ties at 2-2,4-4, 
and 6-6 before a Westhoven 
table run put the fools on the 
hill and Ward faced off with 
Norman, the Spoilers’ 
strongest talent. Ward’s table 
run for the series victory was 
a show-stopper, and Q-Club 
cum Spoilers’ stranglehold on 
the city title was broken. 

No 2-seeded International 
Borders wasn’t seriously 
challenged in its series sweep 
of No. 14 seed, Transferma- 
tions, the giant killers who 
toppled the No. 3 seed. Cinch 
It Up, and No. 6, Border Patrol. 
Transformations subsequently 
earned third place in the title 
race — a major accomplish¬ 
ment in the talent-laden 
playoff field. 


In the wake of Norman’s 
loss, the mood at the first 
championship match was sub¬ 
dued. Borderline Manager 
Rey Bustillo, himself a former 
league player, laid out a sump¬ 
tuous platter of Mexican 
morsels for the competitors as 
the Fulishness pulled out to an 
early lead. The Borders came 
back to keep it close, but no 
one had an answer for 
Westhoven, who ended it at 9-6 
on his fourth win of the night. 
The championship will be 
decided this week. Dial JOE- 
POOL for information. ▼ 





People 


62, 1901 Photos of Roman 
Goethic + Marquis Von Bay 
Ros Erotica Art. $1200.00 
Set Firm. $ For Medical. 

Call Sue at (707) 824-9004 e25 

All My Toys 

Sling Set, complete, pump 
w/5 cyl. Lth Jkts, pants, 
chaps, shirts, caps, rings, 
masks, misc. I'm too old! 

Mk ofr. 1 or all. (510) 530-9699 


Angelo's Electrolysis Swedish 
Massage & Cosmetic 
Tattoo Tue-Sat, 9am-7pm 
600 Ellis St. 673-7628 & 
Sun & Mon by appointment. 
Behind Marcel Barber Shop, 
at 3931 - 18th St. 

9am to 7:30 pm Call 673-7628 
Thank You Angelo e25 

Bodybuilders-Terry Photo 
New Cowboy Muscle & Print 
at "Magazine"-731 Larkin e25 

NEW: FAX SEX 

The Gay-Bi-Fax-Cruz-Line 
Fax for info (310) 523-4593e25 

Thanks to St. Jude For 
Getting Me A Job! Love, JH e23 


B.A.R. 
classifieds 
get results!! 


SQUIRTING TALK’ 
1 - 900 ^ 4-1800 .98/min | 

Donations of household goods, 
clothing, etc. needed for AIDS 
Charity 861-8661 e25 

Attention: Daddies over 
60-bad boy 56, needs whipping 
and loving. I always do 
as I'm told. 441-5191 e27 

We spoke briefly outside 
Castro Theatre 6/18. You 
Asian, Me, tall-blue shirt 
& vest. Please call (510) 
_832-8188_ €26 

Body hair boutique: Trim 
Shave $20-60 Tim 863-3353 

^ 

HOT SEX HOUSE 

At the Campus-Fri. & Sat. 

12:01 to 6 am 
Relive the Days 
of Savages 

_Info: 673-3511 e 26 

Mr. Hardys Original 

AROMA 

Send SASE to Mr. Hardy P.O. 

Box 426992 SF 94142-699225 

Hot Spankings For Guys 
20-40 Joe 558-8828 e 25 

WANT GOOD FRIEND 

BIk/Wht Cpie looking 4 
a guy, cpIe/Sngl, camping, 
biking, skiing, friend, sex 
letter & photo P.O. Box 410990 
Suite 404 SF, CA 94141-099e28 


^Find Your Special Manf^ 

David the MatchMater 
Relationships since 1974. 
Ages25 - 55+ 

863-9550 vtsa/Mc 


CONSPIRACY! 

I want to meet fellow con¬ 
spiracy buffs into jlluminati. 
New World Order, Etc. Leave 
message for John at: 

( 415 ) 979-4693 




ffOT 7/0 PHONe sex 


Rae^ i4Md I-oh-I y/O /KcOoh 
PikoHC Stfx for tAc 90's 
G^tycpM RoeHs Off NOW 
SAaot yoM Nat laad 

SfSO/MiN VISfi/MC 

FOK 1-STOP qf\Y PHONE SBK Ci\LL 


ISOO-lHb-IOlO 


f\WLTS 

ONLY 


621-TRIM 

/Body hair trimmed and shaped 
to accentuate your physique. 
Balls shaved $20+ 


60 Year Old Deep Throat 
Expert Will Give You The 
Sensual Relief You Need!! 

Call Sam at (415) 771-2154 e 26 

Hot Ass FFB Fit 57 Seeks 
Topfist Master 292-7906 e 26 


CIA, FBI 
SECRET 
SERVICE, ETC. 

Aspiring agent in S.F. 
wants to meet gay in¬ 
telligence agents. Call 
John at: 

( 415 ) 979-4693 


Leather Buddies — 979-0242e26 

Ltn BIk BB Gets Best BJ Frm 
Hot WM 49 Ralf 241-0439 e 25 

HUNGRY ASSLICKER 

Eats Out Hot Holes, Sucks 
Cock. Andy 665-9399 e 25 

GWM DAD NEEDS SON 

SWM, 51, Gentle, Large Dad 
Seeks Asian, Latin, White 
Son, 21-35. Jim (415) 239-1319 


GOT A PC/MODEM? 



GETTING HOT MEN TOGETHER! 

415.826.9626 - 300 i4,4oo / n s i 

2261 Market Street #474, San Francisco, CA 94114 



3 DAYS 
FOR $5 

LIVE ONE TO ONE PLUS 
BULLETIN BOARD 


When you call you will receive 
0 passcode and a free phone 
number to call. You will then be 
able to use the service as much 
as you want for 3 full days! 


1-900 

505-1990 
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People 


FIESTA 

Harlequin, Bauer, Riviera, 
Lu-Ray, Manhattan & 
more. Large inventory. 
Schedule a visit or dial 
for mail order service. 
BURT 

415/558-8882 


Men-Jack Off With 
S.F. JACKS 
Info: 979-0537 


EYE CONTACT 

Gay/Bi Men’s BBS 
(415) 703-8200 
* 33 Lines 


FREEMASONRY 

ASPIRING MASON IN 
S.F. WANTS TO MEET 
GAY MASONS. LEAVE 
MESSAGE FOR JOHN AT 

(415) 

979-4693 


SLING/CHAINS 

$200 Jim 626-4764 e: 

MODELS WANTED 

Prize-Winning Photographer 
seeks models for 
on-going project. 

(510) 444-5534 e3 


E25 


Wntd: Sex Slave/Roommate 
GWM 21 to ? HIV- No Ferns 
$200 mo. -H utils. Steve 341-7319 


E25 


Custom leather, repairs, & 
alterations. Mr. Red, 2455 
18th Ave. by appt. 66T0750e27 

Vers, WM, gym bd, 5'11", 8" nds 
WM w/big ck-hry bns. 776-7472 

E31 

Nude Beaches Access U.S.A.! 
1-900-SUN-SPOT $1.99/min. 
Everything Butt, Boca, FI e27 

Balls & Butt Shaved 
Free If Under 21 
Joe: (209-522-0685. Modesto. 

E25 



5 NIGHTS A WEEK 
BAYWAY SOCIAL CLUB 
41 GRAND AVENUE 
DOWNTOWN OAKLAND 

'5^0/835-1722 


Gloryholes, bunkhouse, dungeon, 
maze, mirror room, massage room, 
videos, social area. Snacks & soft 
drinks. No alcohol. Clothes check. 
Near 19th St. BART. $1 mbsp. IDreq. 


THU 7pm-1am, FRI 9pm-4am, 
SUN 4-11 pm: Gay & Bi men. $7. 
WED 9pm-2am: TVs & other 
X-dressers & their admirers. $15. 
SAT 9pm-4am: Bi & Gay Men & 
Women . $15. 

•OPEN GAY PRIDE SUNDAY 4-11 PM 
OPEN MON. 7/5 7pm-1am MEN ONLY 


DUNGEON GRAND OPENING 

Friday, July 2, & Saturday, July 3 

Pay 1 admission, get 2 admissions 

BRING A BUDDY OR COME AGAIN LATER 

Sling • St. Andrew’s Cross • Cell 
Bondage Table • Rack • Chains 
Bring Your Own Equipment & Imagination 


EYE CONTAPT 

Gay/Bi Men’s BBS 
/415) 703-8200 
60-1- Lines 
Over 1000 Local Access 
Numbers all over the US! 



WANTED - USED LEVI'S 

WE’LL PAY YOU UP TO $10 FOR YOUR USED LEVI'S! 

Up to $10 for men's 501 jeans, jean jackets... price depends on color, size, condition 

BRING IN YOUR JEANS TODAY FOR $ 

THREE CONVENIENT DROP OFF LOCATIONS 


NOE VALLEY • RICHMOND DISTRICT 
CIttsy SwMt* S«wing Madww & Vacuum Cant* 

406624thStrMt 5028GMryBM. 

824-9417 751-4880 


> MISSION DISTRICT 

Mission Fashion 
2516 Mission Strsat 
647-5900 


???s CALL 1-800-WE-BUY-LEVI'S 


Toms Body Trim' 

Face, Crotch & Butt Shave 
Cathedral HIM Location 

922-8992 

10 A.M.-11P.M. 


SMOOOOTH 

(TORSO, LEGS, CROTCH, BUTT) 
BODY HAIR TRIMMED, CLIPPED 
OR SHAVED BY VERY GOOD 
LOOKING HOT BUFFED STUD 

BUCK 280-0725 



DADDY WILL TRAIN 

Trim lad in the art of obedience 

thru bondage and discipline. Tom 
282-5439_ ix 

BRUTE FACESITTER 

Blue-eyed bad boy seeks raunchy, 
partner/partners 20's 
-40's for fun & domestic 
life. Bondage VA Humiliation 
WS Face-fking TT Force 
-Feeding. Handsome, 
healthy Nordic 34, 6ft, 1 
Muse., masc, blond nasty 
creative sadistic sane photo 
letter gets response. Write: 

Box 165, 6366 Commerce Blvd, 
Rohnert Park. CA 94928 e25 


niK IS CHEAP! 

3MTSF0R0N1V$5 

You'll re<oivo a passcode good 
for 3 full days of use. Updated 
bulletin board, live 1-on-1 
connections and more... 

1-900-505.0844 


cheap 

Z 

Sleazy 

$2 PER HOUR 

THE 

SLEAZE LINE 

1-900 

505-6922 

"The Hottest 
Fantasies” 

No Per Minute Charges 


Penis-Nipple Enlargement 

VACUUM PUMPS 

Electric & Manual Systems 
Gay Sex Therapy-Equip. (Visa) 
Dr. Joel Kaplan 864-0676 e25 


^ f $2/MIN • 


MEN'S SWEAT 

SWEAT TOGETHER Wed & Sun 4-I 2 
MALE HEAT sex parties Fri & Sot 
EROS 205I Market at Church 
864-3767 


Glory Hole Hotline 621-1887 e52 


East Bay Gloryhole 465-1344 e52 


Top wants bottoms into dildo 
play. (415) 752-0971 es: 


This could be >your 
classified ad!!! 


SENSUAL BODY 

★TRIM/SHAVEtt 

Done in Erotic Surroundings 
$20 and Up. In or Out. 
Hot Yng Man. Andy 864-3736 


1 :\ M.iK's Pitiv.i'ii: Mii:Miti:i(.siiii> cmik 

1 KLOW BlJDIHIilS 

1 IIOIIIEKSIIII' l,M'Ol 

Secret Gospel Church 

Ancient Phallic Rites of Gnostic 
Christianity: An orgy of Brotherly 
Love. Males 18 fis older welcome. 

Info & schedule: 552-7339 



S/fldTSU 

Chubbies & Chasers Events 
Golden Gate Connection 

Call Hotline: (415) 615-6712 e27 

RF Video 

The only source for guys 
into rear Fr. hot videos + 
newsletter! SASE to T-fT 

POB 536, La Jolla, CA 92038 

E26 

Regain balance 
( in your life 

through touch 

• maintain optimum health 

• reduce stress 

• relaxation guaranteed M 

• nonsexual J 

1 1/2 hours S45. 

Andrew 861-1756 » M 

Great cocksucker 285-8390 e27 

Young Masseur—SF 773-9130 


E25 

HOT SAFE SEX 

Open 24 His a day! 

Gay Pride Weekend 
Fri/25 to Mon/28! 

558-8300 

iiiru 

Fantastic Massage by an 
old pro. $35 Roy 621-1302 e 26 

★ Great Touch! 773-9130^ 
TREAT YOURSELF! e25 

☆ ☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆-i^r-i^ 

☆ Masculine ☆Tall ☆ Handsome ☆ 

EASTBAY LATIN 

☆ Sensual Erotic Massaged 
Nude $35 (510) 654-4504 

☆ ☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆☆■^r'i^'S^'i^ 

E2S 


Rugged UC Stroke 861-092427 

£ 


TOM 

ADVENTURESOME 

Built tight, muscular & hung. 
Blond man, 32, 6', 1901bs. Vcr\' 
friendly. Guys over 30 preferred. 

Sensual massage in the buff. 
S45in/S60out 24 hrs. 

563-1302 

Supershooters Home Video Sale! 

☆ Feel Good Now! 773-9130^ 

★ NUDE MASSAGE ★ e2s 

Yung, Hung, Masssive Super¬ 
shooter, Poses, Flexes, Jax-Off 8x 
in Hunk-Spunk-My Home Video 
Collection: 2 Hrs. $25. Pix: 4 for 
$5. "Dannee Pace 2222 Produc¬ 
tions," Box 1524, Shatter, Calif, 
93263. (805) 328-7446. U.P.S., 
1st Class, $3.4th Class, $0. 

Athletic ☆ Healthy ☆ Handsome 

EASTBAY HUNK 
LEAN & SMOOTH 

☆ Full-Body Erotic Massaged 
Nude $35(510) 654-5889 

►►►►►►►►►►►►►► 


RAW PHONe. sex 

Ll\/e CONVBStSf^TiOPJ 

With n Hot Jocjc 
Phone Sey rs S^pe Sevr 

1-SOO-793-HUNK 

kw i-i.iomw 7‘73-4?6S VISA MC 


STOP qf\Y PHONE sex, Cf\LL 

t-900-7i5-0622 


Every Saturday Night 

THE SLING 

Private FF parties SOMA 
For info call 985-7085 


XXX VIDEO 
MODELS 

Complimentary referral 
service seeks NEW and EX- 
PERIENCED HOT male 
models, ages 18-35. 
Talented guys receive 
screen test with referrals to 
accomplished Video Pro¬ 
ducers & Videographers. 
Excellent 1993 placement 
record. SF location. Ap¬ 
pointments or More Info: 
( 415 ) 621 - 7621 . 


Massage n' Play Hndsm Muse 
Italian Top. Tony 931-6639 e25 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

☆ Masculine ☆ Tall ☆ Handsome ☆ 

EASTBAY LATIN 

☆ Sensual Erotic Massaged 
Nude $35(510) 654-4504 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

E25 

★ Castro In/out 773-9130^e25 

Friendly Nude Massage 
Goodlooking Young Student 
David In/out 560-8732 e25 

MUSCLE TO MUSCLE... 

Trim blond athlete gives 
Swedish/Erotic massage 
In/Out Max: 668-5002 e 26 

SF Hotels-24 Hrs. 773-9130 
FULL BODY RELIEF E25 
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Where nothing comes 
between you 
fPll^ & relaxation 

OIL 

M-' MASSAGE 


E:^erience 

Vitality 

Poivcrful/Soothing 
Personalized Touch 
Flexible Pates 
— Certified — 
Swedish/Shiatsu 
David 
^ (4151 552-0473 


THERAPEUTIC BODYWORK 
WITH RESULTS 


CASTRO l<k:ation 


Relief From— 

■ Stress IPain 

■ Sports Injury 
Utilizing — 

■ Swedish 

■ Deep Tissue 

I Sports Massage 

■ Accupressure 
Licensed & Certified 


Massage Therapist 


C^TROAREA 

1^2HR.$30 

Sensual Full Body 
Swedish Massage By 
A Clean Cut BB 
lOAM-lOPM 

708-3838 

Discount for Students 


SAN MATEO 

Sensous, therapeutic full body 
massage by handsome therapist. 

.J9e„,342-5035.(Certifi^ 


Soothing, Healing Massage 

$45.00 

CMT - 979-4939 


Are you still searching for a flawless massage?... 

This one combines ple.isure with etU'c tiveness - the 
right pressure through strong intuitive h.incls - while 
you drift with scxrthing music on .i plush t.ihle. Your 
surroundings are warm, c lean and private. I am 
foe using my full attention on you and your well 
being. 

"You deserve to be treated this special." 

Stephen F. Pullis, L.M.T. 
(415) 864-2430 

9 Years Exp. • Castro Location » Noon - 11pm Daily » Out Calls • Gift Certificates 


DISCOVER 
BODY ECSTACY 

Ecstatic, sensuous 
breath/hodywork 
Intuitive, creative hot-oil 
massage 

Supportive - 


Phoco by Original 

Jack Walder, cmt 
252-7100 

1 Hrs -$40 - Discount PWAs 


AFFIRM SELF-LOVE 

SWEDISH MASSAGE 


Nude mass by well built man. 
41 Dwntwn Mark 398-2441 24hr 

E26 


All Men 50-f. Best Sensual 
Massage! $40. Nick 552-5059 

E29 


Downtown Hotels • 773-9130 

E25 


EROTIC MASSAGE 

172 Hrs.-$40/ln $ 65/Out 
Older men welcome. Hotels 
24 Hrs. (415) 346-4677 e25 

LOOKING FOR 
ECSTASY? 

Call me at bpr. # 

(510) 308-6985 
Vidal Out Wknd Only e 26 

Executive Choice 773-9130 e25 

STRESSBUSTER! 

Sensitive & Nurturing 
Anwar. 552-6677/834-8190 pgr. 

E24 


★ Very Sensual 773-9130^e25 

ASIAN FANTASY 

Hot, Hard, Ready 
Mark 241-1541 e25 

★ Kory^ (415) 773-9130 ★ 

BEST IN TOWN! e25 


COMPLETE MASSAGE 

HAIRY & HOT 

Deep Tissue, Sensual 
For In-Shape Men 
Out Only. Steve 255-9713 e25 

4 HANDS MASSAGE 

Full-body sensual massage 
Cum let us rub you right 
in nude by 2 erotic guys. 
$60/ln 822-3534 $80/out 

E26 


RELAX... 

Treat yourself to a strong yet soothing 
massage by a caring & sensitive profes¬ 
sional in a warm & cozy environment. 

ERIK GEORGE 

CMT 

$40/HR. $55/1 y2 HR. 
552-1183 10 AM-8PM 


Marin-SF Hot BB Massage 10 am- 
10 pm $50/70 Ken 459-4217 

E27 


Call Kory at 773-9130 

TOTALLY AWESOME MASSAGE 

E25 

Older Men Beware 
Voracious 24 y/o Gives 
Sensual Massage. 703-7148e25 


Nurturing Touch 

Healing Experience 

Friendly, professional and at Castro/24th 
with parking. My training is in Esalen, Reiki 
and accupressure. MASSAGE sessions 
designed to meet your needs and preferences. 

$45/75 min. Call soon. 
Danny Dokken 641-4854 


EROTIC SENS TOUCH 

nude massage by muscular 
college dude, 26, 6'2" 

185, 872x6. Let me relieve 
you of your stress. $45/in 
ph. Anthony (415) 861-6027e25 

Young, Hot, Handsome 
HAIRYCHESTED MAN 
Nude Erotic Massage 
Forty Dollar Special 
Rob 560-4371 In/Out e25 

Masterly Compleat Massage 
By Versatile, Experienced 
Oak CMT. From Strong To 
Sensual. Greg (510) 547-1364 


THE PERSONAL TOUCH 
Deep, Satisfying, Massage 
Certified and Discreet 
Daniel 626-4192 Eves/WkndE25 

Sensuous Full-Body Massage 
For Total Tension Relief. 

ASIAN MASSEUR 
CHUCK C.M.T. 6'4", 185 
Day/Evening (415) 221-3477e25 

Attractive Smooth Caring 

CHINESE MAN 

China-Trained Masseur 
Full-Body. Lin 664-3311 e25 


E. Bay For Athletes 223-4214 

E25 


How 'Bout A Massage Baby? 

Bodywork To Make You Feel Like 
A Kid Asain By A Youthful Therapist 
$35 in $60 out IVa hours PWA Discount 

Shawn C.MX 255-3088 


773-9130 

SMOOTH & MUSCULAR e25 


►►►►►►►►►►►►►► 

Athletic ☆ Healthy ☆ Handsome 

EASTBAY HUNK 
LEAN & SMOOTH 

☆ Full-Body Erotic Massaged 
Nude $35 (510) 654-5889 

►►►►►►►►►►►►►► 


By Loving, Strong and 
Gentle Man 

Walter, C.IV1.T. 285-5704 


Complete Massage 773-9130 

MAJOR HOTELS ★SF e25 

KABUKISAN 626-8665 e2 


25 yo, In/Out 
Major Hotels 
$50 

8:00 am-3 pm Only 
J.J. 

(415) 
771-4873 
Appts. Welcome 


SUPERB MASSAGE 


JEFF GIBSON, 
CMT 

626-7095 

$45 


Whether your goal is stress manage¬ 
ment, eliminating nagging aches and 
pains, or simply to feel great, I can 
help. Swedish • Deep Tissue • Sports- 
massage • Trigger Point • Cross Fiber 
• PNF Stretching • and more! 


SOUTH BAY 

Swedish Massage. Mark 
Pager (408) 288-1434 Day/Nite 

E25 


Great Body Work! 773-9130e25 

San Jose —Pro. Swed. Massage 
$30/hr., $45/172 Hrs. In Call. 
Anthony (408) 288-6169 e3i 

This could be your 
classified ad!!! 


HANS 

NORWEGIAN MAN 

Wholesomely Handsome, 33 
6', 195 lbs., great tan body 
1 % hr. super massage 
in nude; Japan Center 
$45/ln $60/Out 24 hours. 

292-2373 


EAST BAY ECSTASY 

Enjoy the experience of 
sensual, nurturing touch 
in quiet Lake Merritt 
location. $40/90 minutes. 
Thomas, CMT (510) 444-7005 

E25 

EAST BAY BEAR 

Gives erotic, sensual massage. 
Lumberjack Type 
Andy (510) 481-2513 e 26 

Sensual Msg, Escort, & More 
Hot Jock. 821-1674 Kevin 

ASIAN DREAM 

E26 


Tired of big ads with attitude? 
hairy, muscular student 
Rubs —and treats —U right! 

Andy 255-2392 e25 

WOUND UP?--RELAX 
& Indulge Yourself with a 
massage from handsome Cal. 
student. (415) 905-8838 e25 

Warm erotic complete full 
body massage. East Bay. $20 
Why pay more for a great 
massage? Jim (510) 527-2714 


NUDE MASSAGE 

6', BB Great Body. Big Pecs 
24 Hours. $40 387-9451 e25 


NR SF AIRPORT 

Fullbody massage your way 
CMT Ken $40 in $50 out 
"^43-7140 


Nurturing/Caring 

Massage 

558-9906 


STRESSED OUT 

Relaxing Rub Down By 
Warm Preppy Man 
Call Sport 

24 Hr. 673-5731 e 26 

SJ-SF Airport, Slim/Shaved, 
Tony (415) 813-1334 $50 Out 26 


CATHEDRAL HILL SWEDISH MASSAGE 


$ 25.00 


TOM 922-8992/Discount for PWAs 


LATIN MUSCLE 

Deep sensous professional 
massage by strong, caring 
student. Call 553-8786 e25 


EROTIC 

Hot oil massage. Castro. 
75 min. $45in/$60out 
Rich 431-0959 
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INDULGE YOURSELF 

Enjoy the nurturing magic of a soothing deep 
tissue Swedish-Esalen massage in a warm and 
comfortable environment. Castro location. Gift 
Certificates available. Sliding scale for people 
living with HIV. 

MARK CARMODY 


(415) 861-5441 


Certified 



Genuine 

Sensitivity 

YOUH MUSCLI S 
ARI rttf locus AS 
nil SIRl N&TH 
fROM 2 1 YtARS 01 
PIANO llCMNIOUt 
IS COMBINPD WITH 

Swedish and 
Shiatsu Massage. 

There is a 

DIFFERENCE. 

Allen 

252-9442 




-MAN TO MAN- 

Full Body Massage 



$50 In/$65 Out 

Anthony 93F2395 


CLASSIC TOUCH FOR 
THE CONNOISSEUR 

Therapeutic Massage 
9am — 9pm 
Richard, CMT 431-9608 


DEEP TISSUE 
SWEDISH-SHIATSU 

Given by a Real 
Hot-Looking Guy 

call 775-4771 24hrs 


A TOUCH OF CLASS 

A RELAXING MASSAGE 

by a handsome, masculine blond. 
6". 190, beautifully nude 
muscular body, summer tan. 

Firm, Erotic Swedish Massage 
Matsag* Lotion A TaMa. Hard to Boat It 

$45 ln/$60 Out 75 mins. 
Mike 931-0149 24 hrs. 




ORTHOPEDIC MASSAGE 


JACKEIMAN 

695-7808 


Deeply relaxing and very 
effective for stiff neck and 
shoulders, back pain, spor¬ 
ting injuries, computer 
stress, etc. I’ve had excellent 
training. Please call for 
detailed into. Thank you. 



Be Stimulated By The 

RAGIN'CAJUN 

Ex Football Jock Gives 
The Massage of a Lifetime 
Butch 621-4316 24 hours 

$40/55_ m 

★ ★ $30 Erotic Massaged ★ 

★ ★ Bill 441-1054. Hot! ★ ★e29 


Deep Full Body Massage 
by young, healthy student. 
Very Clean & Friendly 
8am-10pm. EZ-Parking 
Call Matt 752-5668 


KNOTTY MEN 
UNRAVELED!!! 



Breema Tibetian Bodywork 
initially calming, energizing after-effect 
$35 'til 5 pm*$45 aft. 5 pm 

Dirk CMT 863-0777 



QUALITY BODYWORK 

ESALEN/SWEDISH, ACUPRESSURE, 
DEEP TISSURE 

PROFESSIONAL AND CERTIFIED 
D. G. WILLIAMSON, CMT 

558-9727 


STRESSBUSTER! 

Gentle Nurturing 
Anwar 552-6677/834-8190 Pgr. 



Simply The Best 
Veet Sandeha 
771-7128 



Blond Canadian 

Even if you’re a little shy 
One-of-a-kind-Man 
When you need a 
friendly hand, a warm 
sensual experience 
& a fun man, 

6’, 195, nude, erotic 
Swedish hot lotion rub. 
Experienced 

Ron • 922-3250 • 24hr 


Great Deep Swedish, Shiatsu 

$25 647-4388 

Ed, Prof, Cert. 7 yrs. Noe Valizs 

Young Top Stud 773-8752 
Erotic Bodywork In/Out m 


PHYSICAL 

ATTRACTION 

V-handsome Scandinavian man, 
weight lifter, friendly. 8" cut. 
blond/blue. 6', 185 
Especially like small 

Asian A Latin men. 

Erotic nude massage 

931-3263 2a^s 



Stress! 

Who Needs It? 
Call Max-CMT 
431-5758 
$40/hr-$55/r/2hr 


★ 2 Years Xperience-EroticYk 
(^Winston bpr 807-6394 Asian 

E25 

Fixit Good & Cheap 567-1435 


HELP! 

Geisha-Boy Trapped in 
Hot Blond's Body! 

Seeks to Lavish You the 
Old-World Way. (C.M.T.) 

R.J. 621-5016 $65 

Swedish Shiatsu & Erotic 
Bodywork $40/hr. 863-335325 



Richard Light, C.M.T. 

PROFESSIONAL CERTIFIED 
SWEDISH MASSAGE 

Outcalls/Incalls 
Available in San Francisco 
Non-Sexual 8 AM - 8 PM 

864-1320 


m A 

Outstanding Professional Massage 

MICHAEL 281-0208 


EXHILARATING MASSAGE 

I use Swedish, Shiatsu, Accjpressure and 
personally developed techniques to 
release the stress & tension from your 
body. My warm, clean, private studio is 
carefully designed to help you enter a state 
of complete relaxation and healing. 
BOB CARTER, CMT 
(415) 864-1393 

in/out calls available 



BODY BEAUTIFUL 

Cute, Butch Guy Gives A 
soothing, hot-oil massage 
nude, 5'8", br/blue, tanned. 

Muscular build, hairy 
pecs, $40/ln $50/0ut Joe 
Can trvl. to most Bay Area. 
1-510-658-0247 125 

Fantastic Massage by Golden 
Bear-Butt/leg work is 
my specialty. Pat 765-7625 125 



Enjoy a lush, full-body 

MASSAGE 

under the experienced hands of 

JAS DEWSNAP 

Certified Massage Therapist 
and registered Jin Shin Do*Acupressurist 

Sensuous • 864-5447 • Satisfying 

Castro location $40 -1 hours - Discount PWA's 



STRONG HANDS 

HELP HEAL THE HURT 

Sensitive, luxurious, therapeutic massage 

• Swedish/Esalen, Acupressure 
Deep Muscle Work 

• Castro Location 

• $40/1hrs. 

Bill Murphy C.M.T. 626-4019 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★A 

^ Excellent massage ^ 

★ Sensual/erotic ★ 

I By strong athletic boy t 

★ Blake, 25 yrs., 9" J 

★ 255-0614 ★ 

•k-k-kiritir^irir-kifk'k'kir'k 


Frank Arce, C.M.T, H.H.C. 

Holistic Massage Therapy 
1 Hour=$35/iy2 Hr. = $45 



TUES. 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and 
Sundays at Always Tan and Trim, 
5508 Castro (415) 626-8505 

(415) 661-8769 


Sexy Irish/Italian grad student, 
very handsome, 28, 6', 160 lbs., 
swimmers build. Offers healing 
Swedish massaga Call 387-5150 

E34 

Goodlooking! All-American! 
GWM! 43 years young! Nude! 
Erotic! Fullbody! 
Massage! $25/ln! $35/Out! 
Call: Charles. Pager# 207-5558 


Peaceful massage by 6'3". Call 
Jeff at 334-2397 



FOR THE FIT MAN 
Who Demands the Best 
RON 563-2392 

Hot Young Guy, 24 
Erotic, nude, healing massage 
$80 day discount $50 
Troy 567-5206 In/out Nob 
Hill Maj. Hotels Expd. e25 



Sensual Massage 
6', 175, In/Out 
(510) 658-2437 
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Nude Swedish Massage 
SENSUOUS TOUCH 
Eric 564-6277 

S35 IN/$45 OUT 


Best Full Body Massage 

In San Francisco 
•Erotic •Sensual 

• Deep Tissue • Nurturing 

•Noe Valley •Flex-Rate 

Call Clinton 647-4057 


VVonderful, Relaxing Massage 


Professional masseur (certified ’85) gives 
Swedish-Esalen massage with a firm and 
gentle touch. ‘I love to massage and I 
have the touch.’ $301 1/4hr., $3611/2 
hr., $48 2 hrs. In Castro, easy parking. 


Bmce 626-2026 VISA & MC accepted 



“Strong Hands-Warm Heart” 

Providing Nurturing 
Caring Swedish-Style 
Massage Since 1988 
75 min. $35.00 
Dennis 255-2839 



LOVING 
STROKES 

Nurturing, Sensual 
Healing, Satisfying 

STRONG HANDS 
SENSITIVE & EXPERIENCED 
From Stress Reduction to 
Simple Relaxation 
STEVE C.M J. 
821-2985 


Russian Hill-Nob Hill 

Excellent Swedish Massage 
Warm, Luxury Environment 
Eve/Wknd-ln Only. $45/75min. 

Jerry, CMT (415) 567-5398 


Very Cute Blond 

blond/blue/tan/smooth 
HOT NUDE MASSAGE 
24 Hrs. 905-4548 Lv# $80/up 

E44 

Celebrate Your Pride 
With A Strong Muscular Masseur 
Who Can Give You The 
Best. I Have it All: Strength 
Power and a Wonderful 
Giving Nature. Celebrate You. 
Brad 861-1805 e 26 

BLOND HAIRY LEGS 

Greg. CMT (415) 346-1061 e25 


IRISH CHARM 

Plus pro excellence 
Guarantee your pleasure! 
Swedish massage, relaxing 
eroticism. CMT. Table. 
In/Out. Tim (415) 863-5679e26 

lEGSTAGT 

Handsome, 24, with 
a passionate touch for 
your unabashed pleasure! 
br/br/5’9"/150#/8"uncut 
Only $50 in ▼ $60 out 

Phillip (415) 731-0611 



SYNERGISTIC HEALING 
MASSAGE 



Acupressure Bioenergetic 

Sport Organ/Meridian 

Swedish Balancing 

Polarity Endocrine Healing 

Lympathic Aura Healing 

Soul Chakra Healing 

Expansion Vibrational 

Integration 

Body Emotion/Mind Integration 
Psychic Readings available upon 
request, I work with all diseases from 
A.I.D.S. to common stress. 

(510) 635-5880 


Nude/Erotic $45 245-6726 

BLACK HUNKu. 

415-280-5522 ★ 2 Bpr. e 2 ! 
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560-1097 GREAT HANDS 



SPECIAL TOUCH 

Sensual Nude Massage « 
By Extremely Attractive < 
Rock Solid Sexy Hunk w 
Experience The Difference § 

KIRK 281-590f 



HENRY ROMERO 

Certified Massage Therapist 
Member — AMTA 
Soothe away stress and tension 
with a 90 minute massage in a 
warm, comfortable environment 
Gift Certificates Available 
Call 553-4122 


PURE PLEASURE 

Massage by Handsome 
Muscular Latin Man with 
Gifted Hands. 

Fernando CMT (415) 552-8947 

E28 

SF's Lowest Price, Better 

PLEASURE $25 

Completely Relaxing Ultra 
Sensual Massage. Professional, 
Certified, Quality For 
Less. VIC CMP 552-5364 NRG 


IT’S HARD 
To find a great masseuer 

Look no further, you've found one 
in me. I'm an ext. handsome, 
5'10", 20015. bodybuilder who will 
give you a superior, full body 
massage. Call Robert when you 
want a professional bodyworker. 

567-6015, CMT 



The 

BODYMECHANIC 

THERAPEUTIC 

MASSAGE 

AND 

FITNESS TRAINING 

Keep your body in tune! 

Dan 567-9698 

CPFT, CMT 


hOTMUDE 

Relaxing Massage for 
file Healtli Minded Man 

Bij Very Attract ive 
Hot Vounq M an 

BRETT 

979-5355 

in $50 out $70 
Dagtime Discount 
Letopc 5 p.m. 

in $45 out $60 

ouf calls S.E. onig 



ESCAPE THE DAY 

Experience A Great Massage By 
A Masculine Caring Man 

-Friendly & Strong 
-6'3", 210 lbs 
-Cleancut/AII American 
-Swedish/Esalen 
-Deep Tissue 
-$45/172 Hrs. 

Market/Noe 
Patrick 255-3086 


£X^!^//^wa/Massage 

Get exQu/sfte//-touched 
in Mann 

by an exceptional man. 
Don't wait-Call David 
^^ 7-3295 


South Bay Area 
★ SEXY LATINS 

25 y/o Handsome, Smooth, Firm 
Carlo. Pgr. (408) 975-8203 
Also Avail, in S.F. Wknds e25 


DON'T ABSTAIN! 

r 



Lay Back, Relax, Put 
Your Body In My Hands 
For IVz Hrs. 

Blonde Athlete, B'OVi" #185 
Offers Excellent Swedish/ 
Deep Tissue Massage 
$70. Outcalls and Hotels Only 
Craig 776-8586 



Nurturing Escape 


PROFESSIONAL SWEDISH MASSAGE 
STRONG & INTUITIVE HANDS 
HEALINGS. RELAXING 

TERRY 824.6455 


BRYAN 

Deep Sensuous Nude 
massage by good looking 
hairy chest. 34 y/o, CMT 
In/Out (415) 863-5679 e 26 

773-8752 Daniel for Men 
Sensual Bodywork In/Out e25 


Scnsaal Full 
Body Massage 

$30$50*$40-$60out 
Lorry 252-9597 


ADAIVI 

Wholesome, handsome Man, nice hairy Chest, 
Built Nice & Tight, 6', 195 lbs., B/Builder, Blonde. 
Blue, Hunk. I offer a nude complete full-body 
Swedish Erotic Massage done with hot lotion. 
ln/$50. Out/$65. 

Pamper yourself and Cali 

474-8027 


RAMON BURGOS-RUIZ 

INVIGORATING 

Bodywork by C.M.T. Bodybuilder 
255-4741 90 min. $45 Castro 



Swedish Massage 
Near Castro 
EZ Parking 

Thomas Douglass Jr. 
C.M.T. 

241-0284 


EROTIC 

Sensual Nude Massage 24 Hrs. 
Sexy 26 y/o top. Joe 863-3200 

E25 

252-0389 Full Body + 1 Hr. 24hr. 

SWEDISH MASSAGE 


Swedish Massage by Cert. 

ASIAN MASSEUR 
Rick 621-7342 In/Out Nego.E25 







HEALING 

MASSAGES 

R.L. BATES 

(415) 567-6847 
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B.A.Ft. 

olassif ieds 
Qet results!! 

Call 

<41 5> 8ei-5019 



Erotic Hot Oil Massage 
For Total Tension Release 

ASIAN C.M.T. 

Chuck 221-3477 before 9 pm 


EROTIC 24HRS. 

Massage CM J. 775-4771 24hrs. 


Gentle Touch Massage 

ACAPULCO BOY 

Young, Smooth, Handsome 
$35 in/out $45 282-6762 e25 

V/i HRS. FOR $40 
Peaceful East Bay Hills 
Unwind in a Hot Tub, then 
receive a soothing full-body 
massage. 

Roberty CMT (510) 636-9476 


★ FEELGOOD ★! 

SUPER SATISFYING 
SENSUAL MASSAGE 
BY A HANDSOME 
ATHLETIC AND 
FRIENDLY MAN 
$45/ln $60/0ut 
ALAN 708-6052 


773-8752 Daniel 24 hrs. 
Deep Tissue Relief e25 

S. ROSA. RUSSIAN RIVER 

Hot Oil Massage 
By Bottom 

1-707-528-7454 e26 

RELAX 

But Get Aroused 

Sensual, Erotic 
Nude Massage 
by 24 y/o Handsome 
Muscular Caring Guy 

Tomas - 665-7676 


ANTONIO 
Handsome Latino 

Hot as a pistol. 

57; 140 lbs., Nice 
Swimmer's Build, Hot Butt, 
Pleasing Full-Body Naked Rub. 
Don't Delay - Call Today! 

$ 50/In $65/Out 
Pgr. (510) 883-8105 
673-2923 24 HR. 

CAN TRAVEL 


★ ★ ★ Relax & Release ★ ★ ★ 

S.F. LEGEND!!! 

XX-Hot, XX-Sexy, Hnsm, Smooth ' 
Trim, Muse., Hung 8", Big & Thk 
Total Nude Erotic Rub-down 
Friendly. E-Z Parking MUNI 
In/Out Hotel "J.J." 708-3555 


UNFORGETTABLE 

Full-Body Massage by 
Muscular, 6'2", 180 lbs. 
Irish*Ital Grad Student 
in a warm, private 
massage studio. $45/90 min. 
Castro location. E-Z Park 
Jim CMT 241-9105 e25 



TOUCH 

HEALS 


Certified Massage 
$20/30 min., $30/1 Hour, 
$45/1 !/2 Hrs. 
(415) 386-0152 
_ John _ 


Expert Massage 773-8752 
Safe Scenes/Fantasies e25 


RICE QUEEN 

Hot Mass. $40 666-0661 e25 


PROFESSIONAL 

BODYWORK 

Specific and Detailed 
Great Results 
Mark 974-9904 e 26 

$25 

Man to Man 1 Hour Body Rub 
Rod 35, 6'2", 185, 824-6590 



EX-MILITARY 

HANDSOME, HUNG BIG 
WELL-BUILT, DEFINED 
NASTY AND VERBAL 
Luke 552-0453 e25 

HUNG TOP 

26 y/o, 6'4", 8’A", 190 lbs. 
Steve (510) 938-9160 
Eastbay/San Francisco e25 

BIGGEST IN SF 

TRULY 10 x 7 

Black Stud 560-9754 E25 

773-9130 

SPANKING E25 


FF, TT, B/D, TOYS 
Gloves, kinky, Andy, husky, 5'9" 
175, must. 861-2668 sling. 

safe. $60 e25 

STALLION 

BPR. # 807-5690 e28 


FIRESIDE MASSAGE 

V/i Hours ol Nurturing Touch 


6'2", 235 lbs., BIk BB, Super Safe 
Exhb Muscle Worshp. 

52" C, 21 "A, Mega Dk. 


SLIDING SCALE FEE 

Johnny 567-2952 

(Pacific Hts.) 


11 "x8" 863-4847 

or dble up with my tall, hry 
hung buddie. Straight/Bi O.K.E 26 






MODELS & 
ESCORTS 


CHRYSANTHEMUM 

Rare Nectar Eric 739-0227 e 25 


CHASE-546-7825 


REJUVENATE 

Dynamic Energy 
Relieve Muscle 
Tension 

Swedish. Shiatsu 
Ecstatic Breathwork 


90 min./$45 
Castro Area 
JOHN 
CMT’86 

255-8612 


Marin-SF Hot BB Bottom, 10am- 
10 pm, $60/80 Ted 459-4217 

E25 


Blong Long Hair Rocker 
Hung 8" Cut 626-3031 $70e25 


CLEAN-CUT 

Masculine 
Well-Built Topman 
Jim 915-1235 24 Hr. e 25 


Rambunctious Pro Top 
Gdik, hung and hairy 
Mike 821-1477 24 hrs. e 26 


DARK IRISH 
XL SIZE 


BRAD 255-9615 

T POSITIVITY IN 1993T 
★ 12 INCHES* 

-HOT-HANDSOME- 

Vacu-pump demon., 775-6544 
BIk., 210 lbs., Out. Jack 
Hot Hawaiian-Jap. 27, Nice 

★ PORN STAR ★ 

Body, #1 Butt! 24 Hr. 328-5304 



STRAIGHT GUY 

Ex-Marine, 25, 5'10", 175 lbs. 
Muscular. James 487-6247 e25 


Hot Young, Well-Trained 
Piglet. Expert In 
Scat, W/S, etc. 

Intense Pleasure, $125. 
Minimum. Master the Moment. 
Call Brad: 861-2394 e33 

Exotic Smooth Young Sexy 
Asian Top. Ric $100 561-9792 


6 ft., 160#, Hung 8" big! 

☆ HUNGRY?☆ 

Me Too! Training by Sexy 
Hung Stud, 4 Loads and Loads 
of Fun! In/Out. Jack 708-3325 

E25 


25 y/o Muscle Jock on the 

PENINSULA 

5'10", 180#, Sexy, Hard, and 
Hung. (415) 599-0478 e25 

Cute as Hell! 245-0719 Jack 
Blue-Eyed, Northern Italian 
29 yrs., 6'2", 170, Blond Butt 
8 Swingin' Inches $80 Out e 25 
HANDSOME MAN 
6'3", 190#, masc hairy blond 
hung big nuts big butt 
24 hrs. CAL 431-8209 e 26 



Latin Porn Star 
Super Hot - Versatile 
TONY 597-3613 


STRAIGHT 

U.S. MARINE 

From New York 
New In Town 
Bad & Beautiful 
SoloFlex Body 
180#, 511", Br/Br 
(415) 280-5276 



This could be your 


classified ad!!! 
call (415) 861-5019 


★STRICTLY TOP^ 

Goodlooking Topman 
31, 5'9", 165# 
Open To All Fantasies 

Jim (415) 441-3131 

If Your Fantasy Is A 

STRAIGHT MAN 

Muscular, Masculine 
6'3", 220, 50" ch, 36" wst - tan 
9X6 UNCUT TOP 
Call Rod Outcall Beeper # 

677-4718 E25 


FANTASY 

Mikael 474-2057 e25 

BIG HOT JOCK 

6'3", 220#, 9" CUT 
MUSCULAR ATHLETE 

$100/120 267-1512 e25 

Masculine* Uncut* Versatile 

BIG 9" BEAUTY 
SWING ON IT! 

Handsome, 6'2", 170#, Friendly 
Get Roy* $100 Out*469-9894 


Skin Worshippers Delight 
8x6 Low Hangers FR/P 
36, Blnd/BI,$50/$80 695-0310 

E25 



DRIPPNG WET 


HOT SEXY SWIMMER STUD 
INCREDIBLY GOOD LOOKING 
RIPPED MUSCULAR BODY 
EXTREMELY WELL HUNG 
_ KIRK 281-5901 _ 

X-Handsome Jewish/ltalian 
6'2", 170, Hairy, Hung, Thick 
Michael 280-0596 ezb 

773-9130 

TITS AND NIPPLES ezs 

9"x6" Video Star/Creole Top 

AUSTIN BLACK 

Reasonable Rates 24 Hrs. 

Will Travel. 708-6300 m 

If you want to please a 
tall...Hairy chested stud with 
size 12D feet, call 

JOHN 979-6898 

NEVER IN A HURRY bi 

Clean-Cut Preppie Boy 
Smooth Defined Body 

20 YEARS OLD 

Young Friendly and Smart 
Jeff $100 Pr. (415) 560-312526 
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MODELS & ESCORTS 



FEEL REAL 
GOOD 


Handsome, Sensual 
French/italian Porn Star 
Hot Muscular Body, 
Hung Big - 24 yr/old 
Super Ass, Versatile 
Tony-597-3613 


DOES LONG HAIR 
TURN YOU ON? 

EXOTIC YOUNG TOP 
ITALIAN HARDBODY 

READY TO PLAY! VERY 
HOT! NICHOLAS IN/OUT 

255-9191_ m 

★ Get A Load Of This^ 
Sexy, Handsome, & Hung 

BLACK TOP 

Hot, Handsome & eager 

GREEK BOTTOM 

Choose One Or Both Of Us 
★ Roth & Dmitri #552-8301 ★ 


245-0719 

POWER DRILL. 

STRAIGHT TOP 

Latin U/C Tattoos Clean 


24 y/o, 5'11", Wants To Show 
9" Dragon Beauty hot 
Day/Eves. 333-4490 Jose e 26 



ITALIAN BODY 

B/Builder, 230 Lbs., 
6'1", 50" Ch, 20"A, 
25 Years Old 
From Italy 

207-9337 


NOW YOU CAN FAX 
US YOUR CLASSIFIED 
OR PERSONAL AD AT 

861-8144. 

THE DEADLINE IS STILL 
MONDAY AT NOON! 

THIS FAX LINE IS FOR B A R. 
ADVERTISERS ONLY, AND 
MUST BE ACCOMPANIED WITH A 
VISA/M.C. #. SIGNATURE AND 
EXP. DATE 









GAGE 

British Champion Bodybuilder 
235 lbs. Ripped 

626-7860 

_Pgr. 702-7i53_ 


o 5.J" 

998-6862 


Tattooed Masseur ★ ★★★★★★ 
East Bay-City-Marin 
Out 880-BEEP (510) 741-0444 

E25 


Hot Uncut ISy/o Boy 
Andy 267-3984 e25 

Hot, Sexy, Top, 24 y/o, 8" Thick 
Call Back Req. Kris 995-4667 

£25 


Gdikg, 6'1", 165 lbs., 

ASIAN TOP 

$60 Jim 267-1817 e27 

YOUNG AND BUFFED 

Straight looking hunk, 23, 
5'11", 195 lbs., dark Italian 
hot 48" chest, 30" wst, 8"x6" 
pumped bod, cute face, very 
likable, Mike (415) 896-8001e25 


A FEW GOOD MEN 

THE AGENCY OF CHOICE 

HAND-PICKED SO YOU GET THE BEST 
ONLY THE HOTTEST MEN IN MY STABLE. 
FULL DISCLOSURE LARGE AND EXTRA LARGE 
ALL PRIME CUTS & UNCUT STUDS DELIVER $150 

Group Rates 415 282-0437 24 hours 


773-8752 Tit Torture e 28 


Dad Mid-50's Large Hands 
Offers Spanking-Butt Work 
9AM-9PM Byappt. 7x6 cut. $50 
Mark 647-4057 e 28 


(415) 386-9069 


Foot Fetish —Hi-Tops, Boots, 
bare. $50/60 Bpr. 809-6940e25 


So Ya Like Young Boys? 

This Go-Go Boy Wants It! 

Smooth, Trim, Tight!! 

Call Tony, In/out. 560-9794 e25 


HOT LONG HAIRED 

ROCKER DUDE 

Tight Body, Killer Face 
Xtra Attentive & Passionate 
Bottom. Out only. 708-2209e25 


21 y/o Filipino Frat Boy 
To Work You Or Serve You 
Call Ray In/out 560-4821 e25 


25Y.O.HUNG10X7 

Tall Masc. Gdikng. 

24 hrs. Tony 245-6619 In/Out 

E25 


HOT 

28, 6', 185# 
INCREDIBLY 
HANDSOME 
BROWN HAIR 
BLUE-EYED 
SMOOTH, TAN o 
RIPPED BODY S 

GREAT LEGS co 

VERY SEXY S 

MASCULINE §, 
9X6 CUT I 

TOTALLY HOT « 

CALL BUCKI 
280-0725 I 


ROPE MASTER 

Equipped Playspace, Erotic 
SM, VA, CBT, TT $75. 641-7395 


Dom. Leather/Spandx 863-3862 

E25 


BLACK 

EX-FOOTBALL 

PLAYER 

510", 210#, Dominant Top 
What Can You Handle? $150 

DAVE 

(415) 282-9886 

Call Back Required 
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MODELS & ESCORTS 


S/M SENSUALITY 

—long, & slow—my specialty. 
6'2'', 175, strong, gymtoned 
master into aR aspects & 
degrees of leathersex; 
S/M, B&D, FF, WS, raunch. 
Lord 431-0959 


★ TOP ★ 

DAO WITH GREAT HANDS 

WILL 

922-8992_ 


★ WANTED!!! ★ 

Exceptional Models & Escorts 
for new escort agency. J. 
Jacques 775-4771 24-hoursE25 

Dominant 
STUD BLOND BOY 

Clay 864-0670 m 

gdikg, hairy, 872", verbal 

IRISH STUD 

Mike 673-4771 24 hrs. e25 

9x6 24 HOURS 

C all: 775-4771 24 Hours e25 

Al 985-7063 
BROWN HANKIE TOP 

Handsome, 6'4", 175, Hot em 


Distinguished Leatherman 
handsome, hung, age 40 
$70. Dan 441-8111 No S&Me25 



★ ★★★★ 


A Discreet Agency 
Offering Excellent 
Models Who Care 

Call ARON 
558-9688 

Hot Straight Looking Stud 

★ SAN JOSE^ 

Hunky & Hndsme, 170, 5'10" 
Brwn, Blue, Out. (415) 560-0034 


E25 






FRENCH MARINE 
Body Builder 
240 Pounds, 25 years old 
61", 52" ch., 20" a. 
A/eiv In Town 
From Paris 
560-2478 


SM Domination, Etc. 
Young, Smooth 
Ken 648-7260 


PLEASURE TORTURE 

Even if you are a complete beginner I can teach you how to relax 
into new pleasures. No marks, no fluid exchange, no crude 
caricatures of power and masculinity, just slow, sensual, creative 
and safe pleasure*torture. If you’ve been curious about bondage 
and sensual S&M go ahead and "risk" a call to a great teacher. 
I’m short, built (5’7’’, 160 lbs., 29w, 42c, 16a) handsome, 
dominant, and experienced, but relaxed. 

ROGER 626-3034 


Head for the Best—Smooth, 
Lean, Cute, Hot. Dan 626-1753 


HOT ASIAN 

Hot 20 y/o ready to please 
Richard 703-7164 Out Only e25 

HOT STUD "9" 

Call: 775-4771 24-hours e25 


Hot Bottom Black & Built 
390-9973 James e25 

Daddy—40 and Wise 
Into All Scenes. Nick 885-1471 


tough, handsome, baby face 

ASS OF DEATH 

6', 180#, chiseled body 
719-5514: pager. Punch in #e25 

San Jose Stud Kicks Back 
•Great Face, chest & butt* 
Safe & Sane (408) 237-8648 


RODEO COWBOY 

5'9" 150 Hot Pistol 
A Warm Bearded Hand 
some muscular masculine 
man w/a soft 
southern drawl and 
strong lovin' arms 
will ride you way 
off into the sunset 
& make your cowboy 
dreams come true 

TRAVIS $75 

(510) 614-9788 e25 


Mrarufi 


Attractive* 26 yrs.*Hung 


Afternoon & 


repeat discounts 


Hot Young Italian 
Body Builder 
560-0404 

handsome GQ face 

RUGGED MODEL 

perfect masculine body 
6', 180#, 8x6 $100 998-1934 


SKIN HEAD BOY 

24, 5'10", 155, Versatile 
Smooth Chest, Clean Shaven 
$60/80 Troy 546-3771 e25 

HOT MOUTH 


775"4771 24 Hours 


JEFF 255-0731 

TOTAL WORSHIP 


Sexy, bung, easy 
going, vers/Ntm. 


SEXY GUY 

9" and the Hottest 


Ca// Esteban 

267-7635 

no time limit 


FRIENDLY BEAR 

40, 6'5", hairy, beard, u/c 
into most scenes. 1st timers 
welcome. Ed 679-3680 e25 


TOM 


lOAM-llPM 


9x6 TOP 

Very handsome man 
well built clean cut 
well hung low hangers 
guaranteed hot stud 
26 yr 185 6 ft. br/br 
$80in/$100 out 24 hrs. 
KURT 928-6322 



^ug. 1st, 1993 

More Info 648-3247 

liliWiijMiiiiiil'tyjli 


Goodlooking! All-American! 
GWM! 43 years young! Your! 
ESCORT! $35 
Low Fee! I can show you! 
Everything —Everywhere! 
Charles! Pager 207-5558 e25 

Straight 
sexy body 
Scott 

252-7092 

Fat 872" Huge Crown Movies 
Pecs, Poppers, Castro 
St. 24 Hrs. $60 Joe 255-7630 


Straight White Trucker, 36 
6'2", 200#, Blue Eyes, Hairy 
mustch, tats, beer can size 
Top only in SF this wkend 
$100 out only. Call Back 
Required (415) 621-5207 e 25 

THICK BODY 
BUILDER TOM 

641-7773 E25 


Young Fit and Cute 21 y/o 
5'8", 150 lbs., smooth. Ready 
to play. Jim $70 456-1799 e 26 

COLTS 

SCOOTER 

641-7773 E25 


6ft. 8", Size 15 Shoes, Stache 
Sm Drk Hr, Friendly, Hunk 24 hr. 
Hungry Holes. CB# 280-0019 
$100/0ut Hotel OK Brent e25 


RAFAEL 

S/IN VIIANCISCO’S linST 


BIGGER IS BETTER 


jNo < 9»r»-47r»4 


Sexy young stud, i 
loves to please 
•Big/Overweight Men* 
into all fantasies! 


Jim 441-3131 
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MODELS & ESCORTS 




MR. QUEBEC 



Seen in '93 Fox Calendar 
Musclemag. 228 lbs. 
53c, 19y2a, 29w, 28t 
(415) 621-4234 



★ MARC RADCLIFF ★ 

Bisexual pornstar. Way hot 
L.A. surfer! 23, 5'9", 155, 
awesome 8 > 2 ". Friendly 
24 hrs. Way Cool! 

( 415 ) 915-0339 


PERFECT 

TOOL, 


masculine 

attitude. 


Freocli-^Cafi. 

JtSL 




/q 

SKINHEAD FEEDS 

-VANILLA TO RAUNCH- 
$100 pg. ADAMN 202-6154 
BEAR-BELLY 

Muscular Ex-Trucker. Hairy 
tattooed, hung thick 8-I-" 
Rick 921-8413 $60 In $80 Out 

E25 

Hot 21 y/o Boy Eager to Play 
So Come Play With This Boy 
Call Chris 245-0189 In/out 
2nd Boy Can Play at Reqst e25 





EHtra haadsaaie Laliaa. 

Sexy, hot, hung, easy 
going, vers/bttm. 

CaliE&t^BAN 

2B7-7B35 
let*s sizzie! 


IIAVID 63 195 U»s. 


★ 4 years XXX-perience^ 

WINSTON 

Bpr 807-6394 Big, Nude Asian 

E25 

Young, Sexy Blond Stud!! 

★ SyaxeVa^ 

Anytime-Chris 991-7969 pgr. 

E25 

Football, baseball, uniforms 

JOCK FANTASY 

Tall, lean, 7 V 2 " Bpr. 809-6940 


CHIPPENDALE 

Smooth Tan 
Super Hot 
Bodybuilder 
From L.A. 

708-1470 


Golden Bear (w/masses of 
hair) kicks back. Pat 765-7625 


• Fancy •Australians • ? 
•Taste*This»Blonde*Surfer 
•23ys*5'7'«145lbs«8y2 •Uncut 
•One^Of^A^Kind^ 
•Pgr^698-0858^ E 25 





COCKY SKINNY 22 YEAR do 


I’UINJK HOY 

9"X6" THICK! 


VERS1TII£* VERBAL* DOIONANT 

DANIEL • 267-6153 


HOT BOTTOM 

6'4", 180 lbs., 8", 25 y/o 
Rick (510) 938-9160 
Pager (415) 907-4473 
SF-East Bay-Marin e 2 


Thick Uncut Inches ic:kyc 


Sensual N. European Features - 23,1 50 lbs. 6’ 
Intense Bl. Eyes, Dk. Hr. Tight. Smooth Builds 
Masculine, Passionate v/Big, 

^ Lov Hangers. 

2 4 5-76 5 04 



Hairy Bearded man For Hire 
40, 6'2", 180, Hung Long/ 
Thick 431-5974 SF-East BayE 26 

EXPERIENCE YOUTH 

Totally cute boy, 19, 5'6" 
125#, available for after¬ 
school fantasies, from bad 


boy to prep. Adolescent 
fantasies as you want it. 

$150 Out 739-8941 E 25 


BASIC e^TRAINING 


m 


1 

ro 

1 

m) 

1^ 

pr" mM 

^o 

mm mki 

(S 

h 4 BI% 


$ 1 00/$75 1 


Passionate, Buffed 28 y/o top 

CREW CUT 

handsome, hung, sexy and fun 
Jeff 553-8804 Out. e 26 

HUNG STUD!!! 

(415) 431-4201 

Handsome, young black stud 
well defined swimmer's 
body. 5'10", 160 lbs., 29" 
waist, available Fri., Sat 
PGR. (415) 923-8961 e25 


Hot, tall, lean, sexy—big 7y2" 

$40 SPECIAL! 

Fantasy man —Bpr. 809-6940 


E25 


STRAIGHT BOY 

Solo Flex body w/Thick 8x6 
Shaft. Nice Bubble Butt, 175 lbs., 
5'10", bl/br, 45c, 16a, 28w. 
Your Fantasy Just Became 

Reality. 560-0404 


HUMPY HUNK 

6'2" BInd/blu hndsm, masc 
friendly, big hangers, 
white buns. Pete 861-5827 e25 

252-0389 Offers Swedish Mass 

SEXY BLOND 

5'10", 160#, Tan, Smooth Body! 
25 y/o. Friendly, Handsome 
24 Hrs. In/0uf252-0389 e25 


HANDSOME HUNG HUNK 


I 111 n 


TLC WITH A FIRM HAND 
ULTIMATE EROTIC MASSAGE 

6 4 1*0 7 8 0 

VISA MC ACCEPTED 


25 y/o Gdikg 

HOT ASIAN 

Tom. Pager 219-1655 


HOT RUSSIAN 

8" Uncut, 26y/o, 5'9", 150#, $70 
All scenes. Pgr. 708-0180 e25 


GOLDEN MANCHILD 

Long Blonde Fun 
LOGOS 280-3236 e26 

Sexy Hung Hairy Chstd 
Italian Jewboy Lv. Message 
For Jimmy 541-5068 e25 

773-8752 Daniel In/out 
My Hands Young Hungry Butt 

E25 

HANDBALLING^TOYS^FF 

Give It Up To Nick 885-1471 e25 

19 yr old Skater Boy Mike 
864-2317 



997-19M 


CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM 


Deadline for each Thursday's paper is NOON MONDAY. 

Payment MUST accompany ad. 

No ads taken over the phone. 

If you have a question, call (415) 861-5019 


D-Bold 
Stops Here 


Bold Caps Stop 
Stops Here Here 


Indicate 

Typefaces 


NAME_ 

ADDRESS- 
CITY_ 


.PHONE. 


-STATE. 


. ZIP- 


. AMOUNT ENCLOSED. 


NO. OF ISSUES_CLASSIFICATION_ 

• Deliver or mail with payment to; Bay Area Reporter, 395 9th Street, 


D BOLD 
BOLD 
CAPS 
REG 


CLASSIFIEDS 

CAN BE SET 

IN THESE TYPEFACES 
The above three lines are more ex¬ 
pensive than the lines you are now 
reading, but they pay off in increas¬ 
ed readership. 


RATES 


FIRST LINE.$4.50 

ALL SUBSEQUENT LINES.$3.00 

ALL CAPS 

Double price of line for 19 spaces. 

ALL BOLD 

Double price of line for 16 spaces. 

ALL DOUBLE BOLD 
Triple price of line for 12 spaces. 


METHOD OF PAYMENT 

□ Cash □ Visa 

□ Money Order □ Master Card 

□ Personal Check 15^ 

(Mimimum $10.00 charge on Visa and Master Card) 


Card No.. 


Signature_ 

Print Name. 


.Expiration Date. 


San Francisco, CA 94103 • Display Rates Upon Request 


y 
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WORLD'S LARGEST MALE SEX EMPORIUM UNDER 1 ROOF! • OPEN DAILY 11:45 AM -1:30 AM 




NOW! MASTER OF THE UNIVERSE, 

SIX FOOT, TWO INCH i 


RHODE ISLAND BAD BOY 

SIX FOOT, ONE INCH 


King of the east coast 
i night club circuit 


X SHOWTIMES 

r MIKE & BIG "J" ^ 

TOGETHER: 11:30 PM NIGHTLY 


MIKE SOLO - 5:30 & 9:00 
BIG "J" SOLO-12:30 &8:00 
PLUS 

MEATPACKER 
. JACK-OFF STRIPPERS . 
3:00 & 10:00 PM >5 


SENSATIONAL 

TY RUSSELL 

OPENS FRIDAY 
JULY9th 
Gay pom's 
newest star 


IN ALL THE WOP!« OHI ^ 


FOR GAY PRIDE WEEK! 
OUR GREATEST 2-MAN 
LIVE SHOW EVER! 


LIVE! TOTALLY NAKED! TOGETHER! STAGE IN PERSON! 

Two jack-off kings that will annihilate your senses! 


VRN VIDEO STAR: 
Huge Torpedoes 
Boot Worship 


TORSO 
MANSCAPE 
HONCHO 
Coverman & 
Centerfold! 


VISIT OUR 30 BOOTH ARCADE! 
PLUS 3 & 4 WAY BUDDY BOOTHS 

- Free beverage & snack on our cruise patio! - 


the 




oome here! 


iCinia&Undefgraynd Lounge 


NOVELTySTORE&VIDEORENIALSi 

Largest SF gay video arcade • 30 Cubicles 
Home of the original 3-way Buddy Booths 
Large Gay Video & Magazine Selection 
Preview Rooms'Star Booth 


t Over 2000 Videos 
To Choose Fromi 
★ 30 Deluxe Arcades 
On 2 Floorsi 
r Preview BoolhsI 
Novelties and 
Leather GoodsI 
r Well-Lit Parking 


'A' Underground Lounge I 


MEATPACKERS^ 

Fantastic Boy-Next-LIoor 

JIACK-OFF 


YOUR^I STOP 
FOR ALL YOUR 
ADULT MALE NEEDS 











